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gatlons.  Such  being  the  case,  the  leading  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  every  period  of  the 
progress  , of  human  life  should  he  familiar  to 
you;  not  only  as  affording 'a  foundation  for 
a  it* any  ca;ses  in  which  thesubjeeo 
;o  the  discussion*  but  also 
juestions  demanding  medi- 
\.}f  connected  with  the  dif- 
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VI. 


A^er-Ths  Dnfsio'ns  of  L,fe  Influence  of 
i  tme  fn  the  Development  of  InieUect,  ritid 
ettttqikxig  Qfminal  lie^ppnk  hrl'tty.-^fc'Qf'tke 
Qr-imi^i,  'U&ftaux&i.liiy  of  LfanU;  the 
(sfii/ip.elB-tfCM  a-,  V/itn.esxes.'}  Exa  >i''o?i.<i  to 
the  general  Riiles  of  Growth  •  '■'  lie  i 
o.mi  Qtkei  Tesl-i,  o.j  >irre  ;]  Dei;eloom.&nt  a\ 
pwimlar  A^e^.—iluQngemty^  The  term 
of  ^  l iii.ti,  nj  —Influence  of  Climate  and  Lu  \ 
cui  Qauae.-i  m  changing  the  Tune  of  Puber-  ! 
ty  -  iNote  ]  " 

Gentlemen  :  —  Among    the   subjects  which 
hav<  rise* xnc..>  to  questions   demanding  medi 
cal  testimony,    in   legal  inquiries,    connected 
with  oar  social  relationships  aod  the  constitu 
tioo  of  society,  is  that  of  Aa:e. 

Man,  at  every  period  of  his  existence,  even  | 
before  he  hecomoa  distinct  being,  whilst  ht  I 
is  yet  a  part  of  the  system  of  his  mother,  before  I 
birth,  until  he  arrives  at  extreme  old  age,  is  li-  i 
able  to  be  the  subject  of  medieo-legal  lnveeii-j 


fere'nt  p 

Poets,  both  secular  and  divine,  have  likened 
the  life  of  man  to  a  flower,  "which  cometh  up 
and  .is  cat  down  f  and  this  is  not  more  poetic- 
ally beautiful  than  it  is  philosophically  true. 
Man  is  born,  grows,  acquires  vigor,  and  at- 
tains the  utmost  perfection  of  which  his  nature 
is  capable:  then  declines,  withers  and  dies;  his 
life,  when  cut  short  by  disease,  resembles  a 
circle,  the  eororneneement  and  the  termination 
of  which  have  the  closest  affinity,  as  far  as  re- 
gards,the  condition  of  many  of  the  organs^ 
the  muscular  powers,  an'd  the  intellectual  en- 
ergy. 

The  ihreescore-and-ten  years  of  which  life 
is  made  up,  comprehend  three  general  divisions 
namely,  that" of -'growth',  in  which  all  the  orr 
are  developed,  and  advance  to  their  ma- 
rfe  tio'n,  in  which  they  are 
iary  ;    and   that   of  decline, 


t! 


ppar,  n  :y    stati 

" — -—-Second  childishness  and  mere  oblivion, 
i  5>ans  teeth,  saas  eyes,  sans  taste,  sans  every- 
thing. •' 

These  are  the  divisions  fixed  by  Aristotle: 
they  have  been  subdivided  into  different  stages: 
J.  he  1st  including    three,  namely — infancy, 
boyhood,  ana  pufterty. 

The  2nd  two — youth  and  manhood. 
Lbe  3d  two — old  dge  and  decrepetude. 
Out,  for  our  purpose,    it  n  more  convenient  to 
regard  hfy  as   cohsisting  of  five  stoges  only, 
i  amely. —in fancy.  — boyhood,  — youth,  — man- 
hood,  — and  old  age. 
It  was  supposed  by  the  stueienti,  that  a  c®m« 
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plete  renovation  of  the  ma              of  'vrdch  the  althtfral^  the  mind  would    he  wholly  destitute 

bod;:  consists  occurs  once  1,:   p^ven  years;   but  of  knos&^e.ige  the  organs  of  the  senses,  yet  that 

modern  physiology  has  demon.- tra£6f$^|hai  and  exists  independently  of  these,  and  might 

changes  are  constantly    prdee<  fra/Psi  "a  c« 


psciousness  of  its  own  existence,  and 

■e. 
he 


mi 

yanor 
the 

selves  ailorcl  the  most  interesting  topfe&ot  caft-jrng  taeuL'y  in<ieed,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to 
sideration:  but  our  time  d  ■>.-.■-  no1  permit  us  to  conceive  that  a  rational  being  can  be  formed, 
enter  upon  many  of  these;  indeed,  Gentlemen,  if  early  deprived  of  a  proper  use  of  his  senses. 
I  am  bound  to  believe  that  you  are  already  [An  illustration  of  this  fact  was  displayed  in 
well  acquainted  with  the  changes,  the  gro^vtti^ the  history  of  the  unfotuhate  Earl  of  War- 
and  development  of  parts  produced  in  the  hu-jwicK,  in  the  time  of  Henry  VII.  He  was  hu- 
man frames:  and.  conseq aently.  it  would  be  a  prisoned  when  an  infant,  and  kept  shut  up  in 
work  of  supererogation  to  go  over  them  again]  a  lonely  cell  for  fifteen  years,  separated  from 
in  this  place.  I  shall  confine  my  remarks  to-  companions  and  friends,  from  sport  and  exer- 
those  circumstances  connected  with  age,  which  j  else,  almost  fjorn  light  and  air,  and  was  thus 
immediately  bear  upon  our  subjects  of  inquiry,  [reduced  to  a  state  of  abject  idiocy.  He  was, 
The  first  of  these   is  the  influence   of  age  in  !  says  Holiinshed,  a  very  innocent ;  and  another 


the  development  of  intellect,  and  consequently 
in  nx'ng  the  responsibility  of  individuals  in 
committing   crimes 

Were  we  to  examine  this  subject  physiolo- 
gically, we  shou'd  arrive  at  very  opp<=slte  con- 
clusions to  those  which  the  law  has  acted  up- 
on. We  should  find  that,  a3  soon  as  the  organs 
of  the  senses  are  perfected, — bha,t  i .-,  from  a- 
bout  the  third  month  after  birth  till  about  the 
seventh,  there  is  a  gradual  and  regular  devel- 
opment of  intellect.  The  infant  begins  to  com- 
pare, and  already  recognizes  its  nurse  ;  dis- 
plays delight  at  the  sight  of  the  breast,  the 
lactiferous  source  <  fits  nutriment;  and  by  its 
little  jealousies  and  timidity,  clearly  demon- 
strafes  that  the  mental  faculties  ■perception. 
reminiscence,  and  inclination  are  in  operation. 

About  the  end  of  the  first  yeac,  many  idea- 
have  been  acquired,  and  the  infant  learns  to 
maintain  his  perpendicularity,  and  walks. 
After  this  time,  the  development  of  the  mind 
varies  greatly  according  to  circumstances,  a- 
rnong which  we  may  enumerate  the  character 
of  the  nurse ;  for  as  the  imitative  faculty  is  now 
strong,  the  infant  becomes  lively  and  loqua- 
cious, or  dull  and  taciturn,  as  those  are  the 
characteristics  of  his  mother  or  his  ordinary 
attendant;  and  it  may  be  justly  s.a.id.  that  the 
future  characters  of  men  are  often  formed  by 
the  impressions  made  at  this  period,  for  there 
is  no  fact  more  evident  than  this,  that  educa- 
tion commences  in  the  nursery,  and  the  im- 
pulse received,  whilst  man  is  yd  living ;  at  th 
bjeastofhis  nurse,  often  determines  his  fu- 
ture destiny.  Something  is  due.  ed  en  to  cli- 
mate and  national  character.  A  French  child 
for  example,  ifi  more  lively  than  a  Dotch  child, 
this  than  an  Esquimaux,  and  this  again,  than 
many  of. the  inhabitants  of  ihe  Valois', — the 
victims  of  goitres  aud  cretinism. 

in  making  these  remarks,  it  is  unnecessary 
to  enter  into  any  metaphysical  discussion  in 
regard  to  the  origin  of  our  knowledge  whether 
the  mind  be  the  tabula  rasa  of  Locke,  aud  re- 
ceive all  its  powers  from  the,  inies  of  the  seDses, 
it  is  undoubted  that  a  large  portion  of  tur  ideas 
are  received  through  their  channel,  ai  d  rend- 
ered useful  by  the  aid  oe  memory  a  >d  the  fa- 
culty of  comparison*    It  is  as   undcuhtcd  that, 


o:\r~inporary  writer  adds,  being  kept  for  fif- 
teen years  without  the  company  of  men,  or 
sight  oK  beasts,  he  could  not  discern  between 
a  goose  and  a  capon. 

As  boyhood  advances,  the  mind  evidently 
gains  in  vigor;  and,  being  enriched  with  new 
ideas,  education  has  the  regulation  of  the  men- 
tal faculties,  particularly  those  that  depend 
on  memory  rather  than  on  judgment,  for  mem- 
ory is,  at  this  time,  the  most  vigorous  of  the 
faculties  ;  but  it  is  still  greatly  under  the  con- 
trol of  imagination,  and  the  reasoning  powers 
are  far  from  being  complete.  The  powerful  in- 
fluence of  education  is  well  exemplified  in  those 
prodigies  of  early  mental  powers  which  are, 
every  now  and  then,  brought  before  the  pub- 
lic, namely,  calculating  boys,  infant  musicians, 
and  boy- players,  who  often  display  less  talent 
in  after  Lie  than  ordinary  boys.  Great  appar- 
ent development  of  intellect,  therefore  in  boys 
is  no  criterion  of  judgment.  It  would  be  there- 
fore, difficult  to  fix  the  age  cf  responsibility, 
were  we  left  to  be  guided  by  the  discernment 
of  the  individual ;  the  law,  consequently,  by 
an  allowable  fiction,  considers  that  there  is 
no  discernment  under  a  certain  age,  and  has 
fixed  upon  a  certain  age.  in  which  an  individ- 
ual is  responsible  to  the  laws  of  his  country  ; 
in  which  it  is  supposed  that  he  is  infLuenc-jd 
by  a  determination  of  choice  to  do  or  to  ab- 
stain from  particular  action,,  and  consequently 
that  ever?  crime  is  a  vicious  act  of  a  vicious 
will,  and  that  the  protection  from  punifhment 
arising  from  irresponsibility  is  founded  upon 
the  consideration,—  the  want  or  defect  of  will. 
It  is  true  thatt,  vc,  criminal  cases,  many  excep- 
tions to  this  rule  have  occurred,  and  children 
en  ten  and  fourteen  years  of  age  have 
been  regarded,  on  account  of  their  natural  oa- 
pacity,as  proper  objects  of  capital  punishment 
and  have  suffered  death  for  criminal  ants.  I 
cannot  render  the  law  upon  this  subject  more 
clear  to  you  than  by  quoting  the  words  of 
Blackston e  : — 

"Infante,"  says  this  able  lawyer,  'under  the 
age  of  discretion,  ought  n«d  to  be  punished  by 
any  criminal  prosecution  whatever.  What  the 
age  of  discretion  is  in  various  nations  is  mat- 
ter of  sonic  variety.  The  civil  lav/  distinguish- 
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ed  Lhe  age  of  minora,  or  fejiose  under  twenty- 
five  years  obi,  into  three  stages — wfantia, 
I)  i  ■  ■  lii ■  !•  r  b  till  seven  years  of  age  ;  pueri* 
t/'o.  From  seven  to  Fourteen  ;.  and  puberias  from 
fourteen  upwards.  The  period  of  pueritia,  or 
cinMnood,  was  again  subdivided  into  equal 
.a  ts;  'rom  seven  fill  ten  and  a  half  was  <gfr*s 
uf  entice  proximo, ;  from  ten  and  a  half  to  14 
v?&6  r:i as  pubertal i  proximo.  Daring  the  firs't 
-■...>:>;'  injfenr^  and  the  next  half  stage  of 
kjjdhood,  infi.ytit?6c  proximo,,  they  were  not 
punish  b,  -J  ifoi  any  crime.  During  the  other 
hair  stage  o  childhood,  approaching  to  puber- 
tv-  tV.-m  teti  si.nd  a  halt  to  luurteen,  they  were 
ind^c'  puiBJ&hable,  if  found  to  be  doli  copaces, 
or  papa t>le  o  n  i.jsehjei  ;  but  with  many  miti- 
.;«ru;^.  ,-riil  not  v>ith  the  utmost  rigour  of  the 
law  Ddri:hg  !he  last  stage  (at  the  age  of  pu- 
berty, and  afterwards)  minors  were  liable  to 
be  punished,  as  well  capitally  as  otherwise. 

'•The  law  of  England  does  in  some  cases 
privilege  an  infant,  under  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  as  to  common  misdemeaflaourg,  so  as  to  es- 
Capefn.e.  imprisonment  and  the  like;  and  par- 
ticularly in  cases  of  omission,  as  not  repairing 
a  bridge,  or  a  highway,  and  other  similar  of- 
fence^ ;  for  nei  having  the  command  of  his foj - 
tone  t  ll  twenty  .-one  he  wants  the  capacity  to 
do  those  things  which  the  law  requires.  Fur 
where  there  is  any  notorious  breach  of  the 
peace,  a  riot,  hstcery,  or  the  like  (which  in;- 
farst^.  when  full  grown,  a?  c,  at  least,  as  liable 
as  others  to  commit),  for.  these  an  infant;  above 
fourteen  is  equally  liable  to  suffer,  as  a  per&oa 
of  the  full  age   of  twenty  one. 

'■With  regard  to  capital  crimes,  the  law  is 
still  more  minute  and  circumspect,  distinguish- 
ing wish  greater  nicety  the  several  degrees  of 
age  and  discretion.  By  the  ancient  Saxon  law, 
the  age  of  twelve  years  was  established  as  the 
age  of  possible  discretion,  when  first  the  un- 
derstanding might  open  ;  and  from  thence  to 
fourteen  it  -was  at  as  pubertaii  proximo,  in 
which  he  might  or  might  not  be  guilty  of 
crime,  according  to  his  natural  capacity  or  in- 
capacity. This  was  the  du  ious  age  of  discre- 
tion ;  but  under  twelve  it  was  held  that  be' 
could  not  be  guilty  in  will,  neither  after  four- 
teen could  he  be  supposed  innocent  of  any  cap- 
ital crime  which  he,  in  fact,  committed.  But  by 
the  law,  as  it  stands,  and  has  stood  at  least 
ever  since  the  time  of  Edward  III  ,  the'ea 
pacity  of  doing  ill,  or  contracting  guilt,  is  not 
so  much  measured  by  years  and  days,  as  by 
the  strength  of  the  delinquent's  understanding 
and  judgment,  fur  one  lad  of  eleven  years  old 
may  have  as  much  canning  as  another  of  four- 
teen ;  and  in  these  cases  our  maxim  is  '-'■m'ali- 
it'ia  svpplet  cetatem."  Under  seven  years  of  age, 
indeed,  &n  inf&nt  cannot  be  guilty  of  felony, 
for  then  a  felonious  discretion  is  almost  an  im- 
possibility in  nature  ;  but  at  eight  years  old 
he  may  be  guilty  of  felony.  Alio,  under  four- 
teen, though  an  infant  shall  be  prima  facie  ad-  I 
judged  to  be  doli  incapax,  yet  if  it  appear  to  ' 
the  couit  and  jury  that  he  was  doli  incapax,  I 
and  could  discern  bewfceen  good  and  evil,  he 
may  be  convicted,    and  sugVr  death.     Thus,  a 


girl  o£thireen   has  been  burnt  for  killing    her 
.       '  esg  ;  *  and  one  boy  of  ten  f  and  another  of 
nine  years  oldvj  who  had  killed  their  compan- 
ions, have  been   sentenced  to  death,  and  he  of 
ten  years  was  actually  hanged,  because  it  ao- 
peared  upon  their  trials,  that  the  one  hid  him- 
self, and  the  other  hid  the  body  he  had  killed, 
which    hiding    manifested   a  consciousness    of 
guilt,    and    a    discretion    to  discern    between 
good  and  evil      And  there  was    an  instance  in 
the  last    century    where  a  boy   of  eight  years 
old  was  tried  at  Abingdon,  for  firing  two  barns, 
and,  it  appearing  that  he  had  malice,  revenge, 
:  and  cunning,  he  was  found  guilty,  and  hanged 
;  accordingly.  $  Thus  also,  in  very  modern  times 
|  a  boy  of  ten   years  old    was  convicted,    on  his 
i  own    confession,    of  murdering    his  bedfellow, 
|  there  appearing    in  his  vein  be  behaviour  plain 
j  tokens    of  a  mischievous    discretion  :    and,    as 
j  the  sparing    of  this  boy  merely    on  account  of 
j  his  tender  years  might  be  of  dangerous  conse- 
I  quence  to  the  public    by  propagating    the  no- 
|  tion    that  children    might  commit    such  atro- 
cious crimes  with  impunity,  it  was  unanimous- 
ly agreed  by  the  judges   that  he  was  a  proper 
subject  for  capital  panisment,  j|  But  in  all  such 
cases  the  evidence    of  that  malice   which  is  to 
supply  age,  ought  to  be  strong    and  clear,  be- 
yond all  doubt  and  contradiction." 

[By  the  common  law,  all  persons  are  consi- 
dered responsible  to  the  criminal  law  of  the 
land,  with  a  few  marked  exceptions,  the  ex- 
tent and  character  of  which  are  expressly  li- 
mited and  defined,  and  which  are  comprised 
under  the  heads  of  Persons  non  compotes  men- 
tis, infants,  Feme  coverts,  and  Persons,  in 
certain  extreme  cases,  who  are  presumed  igno- 
rant, either  of  law  or  fact,  (a)  The  two  first 
of  these  divisions  are  alone  capable  of  suggest- 
ing matter  for  medico-legal  enquiry  ;  and  de- 
ferring the  consideration  of  the  first  till  the 
subject  "Insanity"  be  reached  in  these  Lec- 
tures, we  pass  on  to  the  second. 

Infants,  so  far  as  their  civil  relations  are 
concerned,  comprise  all  persons  under  the  age 
of  twenty  one ;  and  it  has  been  held  that  an 
individual  is  of  full  age  the  day  before  the 
the  twenty-first  anniversary  of  his  birth-day; 
(b)   but  criminal  responsibility  attaches  at  an 


*  Alice  de  W aid  borough's  case,    1  Hale  26. 
f  1  Hale  27.    F,  Corone  57.    B.  Corone  133. 
%  Spigtimars   case,    1  Hale  26.     Fitz.   Rep. 
Cor  om,  118. 

§  Dean's  case,  1  Hale  25,  note  (u). 
j|  York's  ease,  Fost.  70,  et  sequ. 

(a)  Wbavt.  Am.  Crim.  Law,  8. 

(b)  Sta?>e  v.  Clark,  3  Harrington's  Delaware 
Rep  557;  Hamlin  v.  Stevenson,  4  Dai  a  Ky. 
Rep.  597. — In  Vermont  it  is  held  shat  a  female 
is  pi  full  legal  age  at  eighteen. 
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earlier  period  (c)  As  already  seen,  there  ca'n'jd  r  of  a  girl  about  five  veirs  old,  who  occu- 
no  conviction,  for  a  criminal  offence,  of  a  pied  the  same  bed  with  him.  and  received  sen- 
.<!  withi  seven  years  of  age ;  the  infant  tence  of  death.  But  the  Chief  Justice,  out  of 
may  h  hastised  by  his  parents  or  tutors,  regard  to  the  tender  years  of  the  prisoner,  res- 
such  castjgationl  u  designed  to  impress  bim  pited  execution,  till  he  should  have  an  oppor- 
witb  ideas  of  right  and  wrong,  but  he  eannot  tunity  of  taking  the  opinion  of  the  rest  of  the 
be  punished  capitally  because  he  i^  riot  gull  judges,  whether  it  were  proper  to  execute  him 
ty,  inasmuch  -1  s]  e  is  not  supposed  to  have  or  not  upon  the  special  circumstances  of  the 
formed  th  >so  ;  leas,  either  from  Iiw  own  sense,  case.  Soveial  reprieves  took 'place,  till  at  last, 
or  through  education;  and  if  he  be  indicted  at  the  Summer  Assizes,  1757,  hehadtneben- 
for  such  an  offence  as  is  in  its  nature  capital,  efit  of  the  king's  pardon,  upon  condition  of  his 
he  n mst  be  acquitted.  (<7)  It  has  indeed  been  entering  immediately  into  the  sea  service,  (g) 
said  generally,  that  those  who  are  under  a  In  a  modern  ^English  case  it  was  eom-id  red 
natural  disability  of  distinguisning  between  that  if  a  child,  more  than  seven  and  under 
good  and  evil,  as  infants  under  the  age  of  four-  fourteen  years  Of  age,  be  indicted  for  felony, 
teen,  winch  is  called  the  ^e  of  discretion,  are  it  should  be.  left  to  the  jury  to  say  whether 
not  punishable  by  any  erimbal  prosecution  the  offence  was  committed  by  the  prisoner, 
whatsoever.  But  this  must  be  understood  and  if  so,  whether  at  the  time  of  the  offence, 
with  some  allowance;  fo.i  if  it  appear  by  rhe  the  prisoner  had  a  guiity  ka  wledge'  that  he 
circumstances  that  an  infant  under  the  age  of  or  she  vas  doing  wrong  ;  and  the  p  e.*iimp. 
discretion,  an3  of  the  age  of  seven  or  upwards:  Uim  of  law  R  fhat  a  el  ild  of  that  age  has  not 
could  distinguish    betws  "d    and  evil,    as  such    guil'h  knowledg      unless  the    contrary 

one  of  nine  or  ten. years,  till  another  an<  hid<  be  proved  bj  he  evidence  (4)  nitsevidence, 
the  body,  or  make  excuses,  or  secrete  himself,  '  owever  should  always  be  strong  and  cl^ar, 
he  may  be  convicted  ana  condemned  and  tor-  and  beyo)  d  all  d  -ubt  nod  contradiction1:  and 
feit  as  much  as  if  he  we:  e  of  full  age.  But  in  *r  *s  onl\  upon  the  e<  urn  and  jo- v  l>  in^  con' 
such  eases  the  judges  will  i  dence  respite   vineed    thai  the   offender  was  doii'-m$a.%   and 

the  execution,  in  order  vo  get  a  pardon;  and  could  discern  be  ween  good  and  e^il  that  fie 
it  is  said,  that  if  an  is  apparently  wanting  may  be  convicted  md  snffer  dta'h:  and  hence;  it 

in  di-ore'ion,    bo  indicted  and  found  guilty  or  ij<  S;'i *  &»**  an  mfaat    of  eight  years  uid     n.i 
felony,   the  justices   themselves   may    dismiss  be  guilty    of-mur#er,    and  shall  be  hanged  foi 
him  without  a  pardon,  and  in  general,  it  must.  lti    (0 

bo  left  to  the  discretion  of  toe  judge,  upon  the  American  precedents,  although  aome^j  a 
circumstances  of  the  case,  how  far  an  infant  varying,  incline  to  leniency.  gemroby  In  a 
under  that  age,  is  capax  dq/i.  or  hath  know-  recent  trial  for  murder,  in  Massachusetts,  the 
ledge  to  diseern  betwixt  good  and  evil,  (e)  jury  acquitted  the  prisoner,  a. bay  of  twelve 
Thus,  a  -  in  the  case  ■herbiaafter  alluded  to  by  years,  notwithsianding  the  strength  of  the  evi- 
Prof.  Thomson,  a  pardon  was  granted  to  an  dence:  and  it  would  be?  a  difficult  things  no 
infant  within  the  age  of  e  ?ho  was  matter  how  strong  a  case  is  made,  to  overcome 
Indicted  for  homicide ;  •  found  on  »the  trial  of  an  individual  of  such  tender 
that  he  did  the  act  before  he  was  ren' years  years,  the  great  presumption  against  malice 
old.  (_/")  At  Bury  ;~  .  .  Assizes,  1748,  which  the  law  dra  >m  nonage.  (/")  In 
\.illiam  York,  a  boy  of  ten;  t  3,  to  se  where  the  deCcndant  was,a  boy  of 
Blackstone  has  reference.,  was  convicted  ft,  it  appearing  that 
fore  Lord  Chief  Justice  VVille  ,  for  the  mur-  he  i  at  the  time  of  the  alleged 
■                               la--  •  hold  to  require 

(c)lTnst.  2;   Burns  Jus         I    ed    lit.  CJiil-                     al     (*)     '    it  in  Nefr- Jersey,   a  boy 
dren :  Edinburgh  Ency  clop;   .,  rbc 

idjl  Hale  It),  20:   A     '.  n  23  .        R.viWild,   1  Mood,  C.  C. 

[fi)  Hale:s  Sum.  43;    I  H  iwk.  c.  1,   s  8 ;    1  ,452    b  rs      ;. 
Hal    is:    t  Bla    Com  24;  R.  v.  Wild,  1  M-xid  &P..236;   4  Bia   Com. 

fc.C!   !VJ    Fust.  70;    Pointz'sca^        a  Crokes   23      I  :..,k  Jus.  c   147. 

James,  230  :  SiiV<  i  v.  Sk<  Ibach,  1  Dallas  Pa.  j  ( /')  Com.  v  Elliot,.  4  Boston  Law  gef  $a9< 
U.  166.  (j  )  1  Hale,  27,  ed.  1800,  note  (e).  |     (k)  Com.  v.  French,  Thatcher's  C.  C.  1«. 
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under    twelve  years   and  five    months    of  age  in  the  second   degree,    if  he  aid    and  assist  In 
named  Guild,    was  convicted  d£  murder  on  his   the  c  >mm!s«ion  of  this  as  well  as  other  fVIoeies, 
own  confession,  verydmperfectly  sustained  by  and  it    appear   he^had    a  mischievous    intent; 
circunifctantial    corroboration    in    unessential  for. the  excuse    of  imppfcency   will  not.  in  such 
points,  and  afterwards  retracted  ;    and  be  was  case.    apnly.    (q)     And  an  infant    under  four- 
sentenced    and  executed,    after  a  careful    and  teen  may    be  convinced    of  an  assault  with  in- 
thorough    examination   of  the    authorities,    it  tent  to  commit   a  rape,    (r)    The  only  ease  of 
being  held  that  the  capacity  to  commit  an  of-   the  kind  that  we  can    cite  just  now,   occurred 
fence  necessarily  supposes  the  capacity  to  con-  in    Massachusetts   in  1823.    Is)     It  was   then 
fess  it.  (/)    Tn  another  ca.se,  in  the  same  State,  contended,  on  a  motion  in  arrest,  of  judgment, 
it    was,    however,    subsequently     maintained,    that  it  would  be  absurd    to  punish  a  party  for 
that  the  confessions  if  an  infant  under  twelve  attempting  what  he  is,  in  law,  presumed  inoa- 
years  of  age,  are  inadmissible,    unless  there  is  pable    o£  committing.     Bat  the  court   decided 
string  proof  that  he  is    doli  mpax     (???)    The   (Parker,  C.  J.  (sisspntin'g)    that  the  judgment 
case  referred  to  in  Blaekstone's  Commentaries  must  stand.    ".The  law,"  said  the  court,  "that 
and  that  of  Guild,  are  probably    (he  only  two  regards  infants  under  fourteen  as  incapable  of 
on  record  of  infants  o£any  age  b  dug  executed   committing  rape,   was  established    in  f\roorem 
on  their  own  conf  s-ion;    we  find,   indeed;  an-   vitcc-  and  ought  not  to  be  applied    by  analogy 
other,   that  of  an  infant   of  nine  jears,    who.   to  an  inferior  rpfifeiu3.e,  the  commission,  of, which 
haying  killed    an  infant  of  the   like  ago,   con-  is  not  punished  with  death.  An  intention,  to  do 
fessed  the  felony,    after  having  concealed  the   an  act  does  not  necessarily  imply  an  ability  to 
blood  and  body,  anl  al  bough  the  judges  held   do  it,  an,d  females  might  be  in  as  much  dangej? 
that-  he  ought  to  be  hanged,  they  respited  the   from  precocious  boys  as  from  men,  if  such  Inrys 
execution   that  he   might  have  a  pardon,    (n)  are  to  escape  with  impunity  from  felonious  as- 
Hdw'ever,    ifthevcas8    of  confession    spoken  of  sanlts,  as  well  as    from  felony  itself."     A  eon- 
b\  Black stone    bexYdrk's,    (as  it  apparently  is,   trary    doctrine,  however,    has  since  heenheii 
and  as  we    have  marked   it  in  a  note   to  Prof,   in  England,    (0    where  it  has  also    been  decl- 
Thomsoms  extract  fivm  the  ''Comnientaries,")   del  that  such  infants    may  be  convicted  of  an 
we    remain    with   the    New-Jersey  precedent  assault   under  the    7  Will.  IV.  L.  1:     Vict.  c. 
only,    which,    for  the  sake  of  humanity,    and   85.  s.  11 :    (u)    and  there  can    be  no  question 
the  better   name    of  the   American  judiciary,   that  he.  may    be  proceeded   against  similarly, 
we  must  regret,    did  not    happen    in  the   age   under  our  own  laws  which,'   like  the  English, 
wien  the  girl   Alice  de   Waldboroogh, reprel-   hold  him    as  liable  as  a  person   of  full  age,  for 
seated  by   some  authors  to  have  been  hskifim  all    misdemeanors   attended,  with    a  notorious 
years  old,  was  burnt  as  a  witch.  breach  of  the  peace,  such  a^  riot,  battery,  and 

An  infant  .  under  fourteen  is  presumed  by  tae  *—e-  iv) 
law  unable  to  commit  a  rape,  and,  therefore,  j  The  competence  of 'infants  to  testify  in  erini- 
it  seems,  cannot  be  guilty  of  it:  and  though  i'rjal  cases,  although  neves'  alluded  to  in  works 
in  other  felonies  malitia  supplet  intdfehi  in  n  medical  jurisorudenc?,  may  be  a  question 
some  eases,  yet  it  appears,  as  to  this  fact,  the  of  s  rme  interest,  if  not  importance,  to  the  pro- 
law  presumes  him  impotent,  as  well  as  want-  fesBi'o.n.  t;t  Is  discretionary  with  the  court  to 
ing  discretion,  (o)  Nor  is  any  evidence  ad  |  admit The  testimony  of  an  infant  under  tbur- 
missible  to  show  that    in  fact,  he  had  arrived    teen:    (w)    still,  a  child  of  any  age    may  be  a 

at  the    full  age  of  puberty,    and  could  commit 

the    offence.    (P)     But  ho  may  be    a  principal       {q)  1  R^  630>  (r)  1  Ralej  G3Q, 

.  _  _r  ^  Qom   lK  G.reea.  2  Pick,  380. 

(I)  State  v   Guild,  5  Halstead,  1G3.  (t)  R.  v.  Eldershaw.   3  Car.  &  Payne.  396 

(m)  trace  v.  Aaron-  1  Southard,  231,  (a)  R.  v.  Brimiiow,  2  Mood   C.  C.  122 :  9  C 

(n)  1  Hale,  27.  F.  CoroneSl.  B.  Corone  133.   &  P.  3GG,  S  C. 

(o)  4  Bla.  c.  15,  s    3  ;  1  Hale,  G30  :  R.  v.  El-,      (v)  Bullocks  Bahcock,    3  Wend.  N  Y   390 
deifchaw,  3  C.  &  P.  296:    R.  v.  Groornriage,  7— See,  1  Bale,  20,  21:    4  Bla.  Com   22 

C",&^5^2,  n  V,-     o  „  c  „  ™    ~ "        i  {w)  2  Stai'k-  Ev- m  k  notes  t0  Am  edit- ; 

nn.   930:     Van  Pelt  v.  Van 


(p)  Reg.  v.  Phillips,  8  C.  &  P.  736  ;  Reg.  v. '  Anonymous.    2  Pei 
Jordan,  9C.&P.  118.  J  pelt?  Id.  657. 
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witness,  if  capable  of  distinguish  ing  between 
good  and  evil,  and  the  credit  due  to  his  state 
merits    is' to    be  tubnihted    to  the   j'iry,*  who 

should  regard  the  age,  the  understanding,  and  •  this    country,    the  limit   within  which    criti) 
the  sense  of  accountaDlIitj  for  moral  conduct.  •  cannot  be  legally   imputed  to  any  one :    there 
in  coming  to  their   conclusion,    (x)    This  rule   JS;  ho^v,r.    a  precedent  of  a  pardon   having 
&  ,        been  granted  to  a  c^ild   under  seven  who  was 

applies  to  infants  under  seven  years  old,  who,   indicted    fi.rhomiei.ie:-    hut  this  case  should 


From  the  extract  from  t:  Blackstone,"  Gen- 
tlemen, you  will  perceive  that  boys  under  ten 
years  of  age  Lave  Ken  tried,  condemned,  and 
executed  ;    tut  that    seven  years   of  age  is,   in 

ie 


however,  must  be  examined  as  to  their  qualifi- 
cations, in  open  court,  in  presence  of  the  pris- 
oner and  his  counsel,  and  cannot  be  admitted 
on  a  private  examination  had  by  the  judge, 
(y)  A  witness  over  fourteen  years  of  age  is 
not  to  be  thus  "examined,  unless  some  reason 
creating  suspicion  be  shown,  (z)  We  find 
but  one  American  precedent,  where  the  evi- 
dence of  an  infant  of  seven  years,  corroborated 
b*y  circumstances,  was  considered  Sufficient  to 
justify  a  conviction  of  a  capital  crime,  altho- 
it  was  contradicted  by  the  testimony  of  an  a- 
dult.  (aa)  Where  the  witness  under  vears  of 
discretion,  is  wholly  incompetent  to  take  an 
oath.  English  judged  have  postponed  the  trial. 
in  order  to  have  such  witness  instructed  as  to 
the  nature  of  an  oath,  &c.  (bb)  Although 
the  admission  of  testimony  from  such  a  source 
be  left  to  the  judges,  none  is  likely  to  be  re- 
ceived, or  rejectee,  without  a  careful  enqairv 
Into  the  qualifications  of  the  p<v/t\  •  and  then 
is  the  medical  man  as  liable  to  be  called  upon 
to  asfciSt  in  ascertaining  thorn,  as  he  is  to  pro- 
nounce upon  the  responsibility  of  an  infant  on 
trial.] 


it.  v.  Powell  1  Leach.  110:  White's 
case  .'Id  430-1:  Brasier:s,  Id-  199;  &  Reading 
Spring  Ass.  t"i7  J;  I  East  P.  C.  c.  10,  s.  5,  p, 
443  4:  Bull.  N.  P.  293;  4  Bla.  Com.  214:  R 
v.  Williams  7  C.  &  P.  '  2,0:  .  -vie,  276,  284  : 
It.  v.  Trave'rs,  2  Str.  700;  I  Greenleafon  Ev, 
sect.  356  :  State  v.  Doherty,  2  Overton,  80:  S. 
v.  Wbittier,  8  Sbepley,  Maine  R.  341 ;  S.  v. 
Dc  Wolf,  8  Conn.  93  >  Com.  vt  Hill,  14  Mass. 
207:  Q.  v.  Eufccbinson,  10,  Mass.  225  :  State 
v  Le  Blanc,  3  Brevard  G.  C.  Hep.  330,  &  Const. 
Kep.  354. 

(y)  State  v.  Morei,  2  Ala   275 


(2)  Den  v.  Yanclev< 


!oi    hard,  580. 


(na)  State  v.  Le  Blanc,  3  Brevard,  339;  and 
Const,  ben.  '•■   ' 

(/;/;)  See  note  [a]  to  White'fc  cane,  1  Leach, 
430  :  2  Bac.  Abr.  [Evidence,  A.]  in  the  notes. 
—  An  atiult  cannot  be  allowed,  however,  to  be 
so  instructed,  R   v.  Wade.  East  T.  1825  :   Ry. 

«fv  Mood,  C.  C  80  —In  several    instances    the   of  crime,    and  no°direct   proof  of  age  being  in 
evidence  of  a  child  of  four  years,  has  been  re- 
jected,   R   v.  Pike,  3  C.  &  P.  508  ;     People  v.  , 

McNair,  21  Wend.  00X.  *  1  Hale  27.  (edit.  1800)  note  (e); 


not  have  gone  to  the  jury,  for,  as  I  have  al- 
ready said,  the  law  presumes  that  under  seven 
year?  of  age,  no  person  can  have  sufficient  dis- 
cretion, and  "no  averment."  savs  LorH  Half, 
"can  be  received  against  the  presumption/1 
Even  under  twelve  there  must  be  proot  of  ap- 
parent capacity.  Now,  this  being  the  case, 
it  becomes  a  matter  of  some  consequence  to 
ascertain  accurately  the  age  of  a  precocious 
child  who  is  stated  to  be  under  seven  years  of 
age,  in  an  arraignment  for  a  felony.  How  is 
■  his  fact  of  absolute  infancy  to  be  ascertained'? 
The  law  says,  "if  there  be  any  doubt,  the  cul- 
prit must  be  brought  into  court  to  be  inspect- 
ed by  the  judges,  and,  if  any  doubt  still  re- 
main, the  court  may  take  steps  to  prove  the 
fact."  The  only  steps  that  can  be  taken,  is 
the  opinion  of  a  medical  mas,  and,  in  such  a 
case,  a  practitioner  is  calied,  not  merely  to 
give  his  opinion,  but  to  state  the  foundation 
of  it.  This  is  not  to  be  grounded,  as  you  are 
already  aware,  on  the  development  of  intellect: 
the  precocity  of  mind  being  influenced  by  ma- 
ny circumstances,  it  must  rest  upon  more  un- 
varying evidence,  and  this  is  readily  found  in 
•  he  p  fog  ress  of  de  a  t  it  id  ri . 

Although  this  process  is  occasionally  varied 
in  its  early  stage,  yet  it  is  generally  regular 
after  the  prntrusibn  of  the  temporary  or  milk 
teeth.  Scrofula  and  other  diseases  may  retard 
dentition,  and  instances  are  rfecdrdedrof  chil- 
dren being  born  with  teeth  :  tor  example, 
Louis  XLY.  and  Mirabeau;:  and  Shakspjsarjs 
has  taken    advai  >f  this   circumstance  to 

heighten  the  disgusting  character  wnrelijrhe 
drew  of  Richard  111.  lie  makes  the  bey-duke 
of  Yo  r  k   re  m  ajfk  : — 

■■  IVlarry,  they  say,  my -uncle  grew  so  fast. 
That  he  could  gnaw  a  crust  at  two  hours  old." 

But  these  teeth  soon  cfcop  put,  and  the  usual 
term  of  dentition  is  not  earlier  on  this  account. 
The  wh'de  set  of  temporary  or  milk  teeth, 
namely,  eight  incisors  or  fore  teeth,  four  cus- 
pidati  or  eve  teeth,  and  eight  molare3  or  grind- 
ers— twenty  in  all — is  usually  complete  before 
the  child  attains  two  years  of  age.  They  are 
commonly  shed  about  the  sixth  or  seventh 
years  ;  but  I  am  not  aware  of  a  single  instance 
on  record,  in  which  the  second  dentition  has 
occurred  before  the  seventh  year  ;  and  it  is  on- 
ly at  this  period  that  the  third  molar  tooth,  on 
each  side  of  each  jaw,  and  which  is  a  perma- 
nent tooth,  appears.  In  Criminal  cases  there- 
fore, when  non-age,  is  pleaded  in   extenuation 
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io.i  inolnrs)    at  8,  -1  ecu,  trol  incls.,    and  4  ant. 

mo'.:     at  (.;.  4  cent,     and  4  lateral  incis  ,    and 

4  ant    mol.  :     at  10,  4  cent,    and  4  Jar.  ineis., 

iant.    bicji^pidjati,    and  4  ant.  mol  ;      at  11,  4 

cent.    end  4  1  at.  ineis.,     4  ant.    and    ^poster. 

bieiisp.,    and  4  ant.  mol.  ;     at  12  to  12  12,   4 

cent,  and  4  kit   ineis.,    4  cu^pidati.    4  ant.  and 

4  post,  bicusp.,   and  4  ant.  mol. ;    at  12  1-2  to 

14,     4  cent    and  4  lat.  ineis.,    4  cusp.,   4  ant. 

and  4  post,  biensp  ,  4  ant.  and  4  posterior  mol. 

The  italics  denote   those  teeth    which   appear 

within  or  about    the  year  mentioned.     Mr.  E. 

I  Saunders,  in  his  work,    [ol    states  that,  in  his 
ed  could  not  ii-ive    passed    bis   sevemn    y.«ai:.. ,  <  .    . '    L  J-     --, 

Such  is  the  simple  method  of  determining^  by  j  researches  among  factory  children,  oat  of4o7 
a  physiological  fact,  the  responsibility  of  in-  |  hoys  at  9  years,  219  had  the  8  incisors,  and  4 
dmduals  accused  of   capital   crimes  in  early  |    nttl.ior  molars .    and  of  251  girls  of  the  same 

li*e 

sC'  age.    1G8  had  the  same  number    of  teeth — of 

[A  case  is  related  of  a  female  child  born  the  total,  4-7fchs,  consequently,  had  the  full 
with  two  central  incisors  of  the  lower  jaw,  complement,  ihe  remainder  had  a  smaller 
which  it  was  deemed  proper  to  remove,  when  j  number  of  one  or  the  other  kind  of  teeth,  in- 
they  exhibited  all  the  maiks  of  well  formed  ;  gtead  of  the  regular  number  of  4  of  each  kind, 
teeth.  It  is  generally  held  that  such  dentition  j  TnliS  ?n  a  large  proportion  of  the  children,  1, 
is  very  imperfect,    the  dentine  being  scarcely  ;  9,  or  3,  out  of  the  4  lateral  incisors  were  miss- 


evidence,  should  yoytybe  called  into  co^rt  t< 
determine  the  question,  it  the  third  iijo.ar 
tooth  have  nut  protruded,  you  can  have  .no 
Uesiiatim  m  afiumring  that  the  culprit  h-as  no' 
pawned  iiisi  seventh  ytar.  Tire  same  fact  maj 
«Up  bo  taken  advantage  of  to  determine  age 
in  some  cases  o-  suspected  murder.  Tbiw;  ii  a 
murder  ban  been  corn'ositied  on  a  buy  ot  nihe 
jae&a  of  age,  and  s<  me  years  aftf  rwaras  the 
skeleton  or  a  boy  be  found  in  dicing  near  the 
spot,  however  the  presumptive  evidence 'of  the 
totfrfler  may  be  tHtis  strengthened  by  euOh  a 
ch  cum  stance,  yet,  if  the  tfeird  molar  tooth  be 
still  in  the,ia.w,'or  rather,  have  never  protrud- 
ed, this  skeleton  cannot  be  received  in  prp-ui 
of  the  murder,  as  the  person  to  whom  it  belong- 
ed not  have    passed    his   seventh    year 


formed,  no  vestige  of  enamel  existing,  and  the 
rne-ence    of  any    substance    analogous   to  the 

eros-a  :-;ei:ro>a  being  doe/bred.  But  in  the  in- 
tte&.ce  in  gajestrion,  the  teeth  were  not  only  in 
a  normal  state,-  so  far  as   the  dentin,    i 

she  whole  of  the  crowns  and  fangs 


ing,  and  so  of  the  other  teeth.  In  52  cases  on- 
ly the  lateral  incisors  were  wanting.  From 
observations  among  children  in  the  thirteenth 
j  ear,  he  found  that  of  332  boys  and  girls,  a- 
bout  one  half  had  the  full  complement  of  teeth 
belonging,    as  above  stated,    to  children  of  12 


were  covered  with  a  beautiful,  highly  polished  1-2  to  14  jeors  old  ;  that  by  far  the  majority 
enamel,  verv  dense,  and  of  a  brilliant  white.  |  ^  fcotht  sox-s  had  one  or  more  of  the  several 
The  fangs  were  perfectly   formed,   being  the  !  instances  only 

usual  length,  and  otherwise  resembling  those 


which  appear  atjbe  ordinary  period,    [a] 

No  very  great  reliance  is  to  be  placed  in  the 
teeth  as  a  test  of  age.  Their  appearance  often 
hep-ins  sooner  in  some  infants,  while  it  ends 
later  in  ethers— sane  being  born  with  them. 
fm  already  seen,  others  having  none  till  the 
close  of  the  second  year,  and  others,  again, 
living  many  years  without  a  single  one.  The 
milk-teeth  appear  usually  in  the  following  or- 
der, and  at  the  following  periods,  those  of  the 
lreier  jaw  preceding  those  of  the  upper  — 
1.  Central  incisors,  from  the*  5th  to  the  Tin 
months;  2.  :Latcral  incisors,  6th  to  9th  ;  3. 
Fiist  molars,  8th  to  15th;  4.  Canine  teeth, 
12th  to  18th;  5.  Second  molars,  18  to  24th 
The  permanent  set  of  teeth  generally  shows 
itself  as  follows : — At  7  years   of  age,     4  ante- 


were  some  or  other  of  the  teeth  entirely  want- 
ing. In  3  eases  a  child  of  13  might  have  been 
mistaken'  for  one  of  12  to  12  1-2  years;  in  one 
instance  a  child  of  the  sime  age  for  one  of  11, 
and  in  oae  instance  also  for  one  of  ten.  In  a 
vast  majority  of  instances,  however,  we  should 
be  justified  in  stating  that  a  child  having  one 
or  more  of  the  several  teeth  pertaining  to  the 
period  of  12  1-2  to  14  years,  had  completed  its 
13th  year  ;  and  we  should  be  more  likely  to 
be  right.  lire  permanent  set  of  teeth  is  not 
complete  till  the  dentes  sapientice.  have  made 
their  appearance.  This  usually  happens  from 
the  18 th  to  the  25th  year,  but  it  sometime8 
occurs  much,  later ;  and  Dr.  Hamilton  states 
one  case  of  a  man  of  80  who  died  from  the  ir- 
ritation produced  by  the  cutting  of  his  wisdom 
tooth,    [c]  ] 


[6]  The  Teeth,    a  Test  of  Age. — By   Edwin 
Saunders. 

[c]  Principles  of  Forensic  Medicine,  by  VVm. 
[a]  London  Lancet,  Vol.  2,  1846,  p.  699.       \  A,  Guy,  edited  by  Dr.  Lee,  pp.  37-8-9.     ' 
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:.  pectin^  ^nomaioua.  appearances  or  the  tie  somerimes  t'ound  h  h~>-  f»ta,i  ere  a>  d  weight  of 
teeth,  we  may  add  that  premature  dentition  the  bociy  have  be'fcniefeiied  fe..  bm.  irom  Uuet- 
depends  probably  upon  a  tdnger'jseViod  of  u  fiefs  average  measurement?,  they  are  looked 
t'erihe  'existence,  as  snppose.d  by  Meckel,  {d]  upon  as  being  undeserving  of  reliance.  One  of 
aWdtb at  the  presence  of  sucb "teeth  might,  ii  these  measurements,  however.  is  offered  as  a 
they  were  pot  carefully  examined  together  positive  sign,  that  is  :  the  size  of  the  eye,  mcas- 
-witii  01  her  physiological  signs,  have  material  ured  fi/om  one  angle  to  the  other,  goes  on  in- 
ifearing  upon  questions,  of  infanticide  and  legi-  creasirg  up  to  the  fifth  y  ar,  after  which  the 
timacy.  Supernumerary  teeth,  or" such  as  up-  increases  hardly  noticeable,  remiiaing  with- 
pear  to  be  supernumerary,  are  no  doubt  due  fa  very  narrow  limits  •  but  this,  like  all  other 
to  tHe  persistence  of  the  first,  or  milk-teeth, —  measurements  of  parts,  must  be  affected  by 
which  generally  fall  in  the  order  of  their  de-  the  want  of  uniformity  of  conformation  in  in- 
yelopnient, — beyond  the  Til;  year,  .  thereby  dividuals.  It  is  from  i his  reason,  also,  that 
causing  the  second  set  to appear  irregularly.  Clie  position  o-'  the  centre  of  the  body,  is  no 
As  a  general  thing.  Eowefer,  the  permanent  ve>7  ^Ht-  erdterjlori  of  age,  Asa  general  thidg, 
teeth  are  wanting  so  long  as  the  first  remain,  [e]  l,^ls  centre,  at  birth,  lies  at  the  umbilicus  :  at 
It  sometimes  occurs  that  all  of  the  lower  inei-  tDe  p^b'e?,  in  the  adult;  for  the  intermediate 
sors  appear  before  a  single  of  t];e  upper  fines  ages.?  at  intermediate  points,  nearer  to  the  am- 
is cut:  lav  it  is  much  more  sejclorn  that  the  bincus  in.jthe  in'lasit,  and  to  the  pubes  in  those 
lipped  mclsp'is appear  tiefore the'loweri  the  iat-  approaching  the  adult  age:  in  the  female, 
eral  before  the 'cenfralj  the  anterior  molars  however,  in  consequence  of  the  lower  extrem- 
beiore  fire  lateral  incisor^  and  the  posterior  '1\1^  especially  the  LOigh  bones,  being  shorter, 
before  th^e  canine,  f  /'I  'I  Be  most  seldom  uf  ■^•:n  "*n  f^hialc;  the  centre  is  above  the  pubes. 
all  is  the'a^earariee  of  ilie  av.terior  molars,  Ornl^s-obscrvafiors,  however,  show  these  to 
tubsequ  jrtlH  to  be  <  u  oldati  aithVugfi  stiver-  be~doubtful  rales,  for  out  of  44  adult  males, 
at  auifioVsconViiiVr'this*  hi  asirequcritlv  the  he'fooni  only' 7  who  had  the  centre  of  the 
ca?e  as  thgir  previous  develoDment.  [g]  The.  body  at  the  puhes.  The  driuA  senilis,  or  white 
teetfi  which,  generally delay  their  appearance,  line 'around  the  margin  of  the  iris,  has,  also, 
the  posterior  molars,  are  those  which  may  been  accounted  a  sign  of  ago  ■  but  as  it  has 
never  man i test  themselves  at  all.  [#]  There  been  niet  with  completely  formed  in  one  maa 
is  an  instance  on  record  of  a  person  in  whom  of  42,  and  in  another  of  39,  and  found  wanting 
only  four  uf  the  permanent  teeth  to  each  jaw,  in  0Iie  °*  70'  and  ia  aether  of  85,  [j]  no  is 
were  found:    of.arrother   who  had  bur.  one  in-  lianee  can    be  placed  open  it] 

cisor  in  the    upnerjaw;    and  of  a  third   who  ^  ^                             .                   , 

,  ,     ,r"     ,                 „      ■-.-  Iii  ilreJaw;  of  Eugland,   theoretically  speaio 

never  nad  had  any  teelo  at  all-.     [/.]  .,,-     th^Q  ig  —  ,  ^  ^  ^  ex,reVrnly  0tage 

6ifcer  tests    of  age,    beside  the  teeth.'  have"  &'  ^h^  P^sorr'^  regarded  /»/  the  lira- 

°>-  iW  oi  even  the  Ordinary  legal   punishment  ior 

been  resorted  to,  but  none  bare  proved  as  cor-  er:Ee^  although  a  distinetjoxi,  .founded  on  the 

rect  as  dentition,  however*  unsatisfactory  it  age  oi' the  parry,  Is  in  some i respects  acted  up- 
on In  the  French  penal  code  oo  person  alter 
the  a«'o  of  seventy,  can  be  seratencid  to  uans- 


of  toe  ■'^h^m-'m  and  various' Animais/by    mine"  the  exact  period  oiohd  age    when   no  re- 

■    o  the   or  in  ma  I 


S.  ■  i  -,     p.  85  ;  nann  ly,  whether  it  depend,  on  age  or  disease, 

[ff]   Vliel,    Bulletin  de  la    Societe    ^edicala    consfrqneniny  the  distinction  srwuld- be- known. 

^Earulatiou,  1817,  p.  94.  As  old  age  udvunees,    the  buia  ul  th«  body  di- 

[h]  Fox  cites  tev«-ral  oi  the--c  cases,—  op.  at. , 

[i]  Vox>  luc.  at.  ;     iraiie  cuinplut    d'iUiato-  .  . 

mie,  p*r  K.  Ih  Sabbaticr,   vol.  I,  p.  78.  }     [.;]    Guy's  Forensic   M.dicme,    he.  at. 
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minishes  :  those  muscles  which  maintain,  its  e-  J 
rect  position  lose  their  tone,   so  that   the  indi-j 
vidual  bends  forward  ;    and  as  the   muscles  a-  i 
long  with  diminished  vigor,    become    less  sus-  J 
ceptible  of  impression,    and    consequently,    doj 
not  respond  to  the  will,    the  step  is   tottering,  i 
feeble    and  slow.    From   the  condition  of  the ; 
circulation,  also,  the  temperature  of  the  body 
is  much  lower   than   the  natural    standard  of  | 
health  in  the  earlier  stages  of  life,  and,  there- 
fore, the  extremities  are  cold  and  torpid.  This 
depression  of  the   animal   temperature   is  one 
means  of  distinguishing  the  condition    of  the 
muscles  induced  by  age,    from  that  caused  by 
the  wasting  of  disease  ;  the  latter  is  always  ac- 
companied with  some  degree  of  febrile  action, 
from  which,  old  age  is  free.   Second  childhood 
now  appears,  the  teeth  having  gradually  drop- 
ped out,  and  their  alveolar  processes  being  ob- 
literated, the  lower  jaw  curves   upwards  as  in 
early  infancy  ;    the  neck  is  no  longer   able  to 
give  due   support  to  the  heal ;    the  voice    has 
again  acquired  the    feeble  treble  of  childhood,  j 
'  pipes  and  whistles  in  his  sound,"  and  either 
obstinate  constipation-  takes  place,    or  the  al- J 
vine  excretions,  and  the  discharge  of  urine  arej 
passed  involuntarily.    The  testis  in  the  male,  I 
cease  to  perform  their  functions,  and  are  often! 
wholly  absorbed,    whilst  the  prostate  gland  is  j 
liable  to  a  morbid  enlargement.  In  the  female 
the    ovaria    shrink    and    lose    their    vesicular 
structure,  and  the  mamma   are  so  completely 
absorbed,    that  sometimes  even  the  nipple  dis- 
appears.   At  length   the  intellectual  faculties 
become  more  and   more  enfeebled,    in   nearly 
equal  pace  with  the  torpor  of  the  body.  Judg- 
ment,   memory,    reflection,   and  the  reasoning 
power,  depart;  the  mental  sensibility  is  blunt- 
ed; the  ties  of  friendship,  the  beauties  of  crea- 
tion, cease  to  interest  or  to  please;  and  a  com- 
plete wreck  of  all  the   exalted    faculties  of  in- 
tellect levels  the    statesman  and    the  philoso- 
pher with  the  infant  or  the  idiot, — 

"From  Marlborough's  eyes  the  streams  of 

dotage  flow, 
And  Swifo  expires  a  driveller  and  a  show ;" 

or  man,  the  lord  of  the  creation,  remains  a 
mere  vegetating  animal,  waiting  his  final  des- 
tiny, death  without  disease. 

It  must  ever  be  kept  in  mind  that  extraor- 
dinary exceptions  to  the  general  rule  have  oc- 
curred, and  are  recorded.  Crateru;,  the  bro- 
ther of  Antigonus,  in  seven  years  was  an  in- 
fant, a  youth,  an  adult,  a  father,  an  old  man, 
and  a  corpse.  Thomas  Hall,  of  Willingham. 
near  Cambridge,  at  one  year  of  his  age  had 
the  signs  of  puberty  ;  at  three,  was  four  feet 
high,  well-proportioned,  having  great  strength 
and  a  powerful  voice  ;  and  before  s:x  died  ap- 
jarently  of  advanced  age.  When  L  was  a  stu- 
dent of  medicine,  I  knew  a  person  of  the  name 
of  Grant,  who  was  upwards  of  one  hundred 
years  of  age,  and  yet  enjoyed  vigorous  health 
and  all  his  faculties*  Jenkins,  our  country- 
man, enjoyed  a  powerful  frame  of  body  when 
about  100,  and  lived  to  160;  and  oid  Parr 
married  at  120,  retained  his  full  vigor  at  140. 


and  died  rot  of  disease,  but  of  plethora,  from 
repletion,  at  152.  But  these  are  rare  excep- 
tions, the  natural  average  of  life,  when  it  wears 
naturally  to  its  decay,  'is  about  84  in  temper- 
ate climates*  Between  the  trppies  it  seldom 
exceeds  60,  yet  the  Mexicans  not  uofrequentiy 
reach  their  hundretli  year,  and  alWough  se- 
vere cold  is  nob  generally  regarded  as  favor- 
able to  longevity,  yet  toany  iadivjd  aals  in  Rus- 
sia have  attained  to  120  years  of  age. 

[Many  speculation  k&ye  been  indulged  re- 
garding- the  circumstances  whiqi  aiieel;  the 
duration  of  human  life.  No  doubt  that  regi- 
men, temperature,  and  3  Sal  r  .n-Iiaiiiies,  tell 
mainly  upon  the  animal  economy  ;  but  daily 
instances  of  p:'scc-,ici-».3  development,  oi  seni- 
lity under  a  tra;n  of  o?.rcumefcano-js  sLared  e- 
qually  by  the  subjects  of  remarjiaMe  longevi- 
ty, favor  the  doetrine  t.hr„t  man-,  as  is;  has  been 
recently  said,  h  bc-i  with  a  ?ioek  of  vitality, 
which  may  be  husbanded-,  ?}|jt  cannot  T.e  in- 
creased, while  it  often  endures  thifrttgls  the  in- 
discretions  of  i',s  improvident  possessor,  as  in 
the  case  of  Parr  who  was  an  intemperate  man, 
or  that  of  Jenkins  who  lived  ■&  beggar,  often 
destitute  of  the  commonest  necessaries  of  life. 
Simplicity  of  diet,  however,  seems  *be  chief 
preserver  of  vitality  in  the  individual :  hence 
it  is  stated,  that  in  no  other  part  of  the  world 
— in  proportion  to  the  population — are  there 
more  instances  of  extreme  longevity  than  a- 
mong  the  Norwegian  peasantry,  who  scarcely 
ever  taste  animal  food,  [a]  in  the  severe  "oli* 
mate  of  Russia,  also,  where  the  inhabitants 
live  on  a  coarse  vegetable  diet,  there  are  a 
great  many  instances  of  advanced  age.  Re- 
turns of  the  Greek  Church  population  of  the 
Russian,  empire,  published  within  a  lev/  years, 
gi\re  —  in  the  table  of  the  deaths  of  the  male 
sex — more  than  1,000  above  100  years  of  ago; 
many  between.  100  and  140 ;  and  4  between 
140  and  150.  Is  is  stated,  that  to  whatever 
age  the  Mexican  Indians  live,  they  nsver  be-» 
come  grey  haired.  They  are  represented  as 
cultivators  of  the  soil,  subsisting  constantly 
on  vegetable  food,  and  often  attaining  a  hun- 
dred years  of  age,  yet  still  green  and  vigorous. 
Of  the  South  American  Indians,  Ulloa  says  :-— 
i' I  myself  have  known  several,  who,  at  the 
age  of  100,  were  still  very  robust  and  active 
which  unquestionably  must,  in  some  measure, 
be  attributed  to  the  perfect  sameness  and  sim- 


[a]  Smith  on  Fruits   and  Farinacea, 


to 
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plicity  of  their  food."  Both  the  Peruvian  In- 
dians, and  the  Creoles,  are  remarkably  long 
lived ;  and  retain  their  faculties  to  a  very  ad- 
vanced age.  Slaves  in  the  West  Indies  are 
recorded  from  130  to  150  years  of  age.  To  j 
illustrate  more  fully  the  position  that  the 
climate  has  no  marked  influence,  propitious 
or  unfavorable,  upon  the  duration  of  life,  we 
call  attention  to  the  variety  of  climates  where 
the  following  individuals  existed  : — Albuma 
Marc,  of  Ethiopia,  died  aged  150  ;  Titus  Ful- 
lonius,  Benonia,  150 ;  Dumitus  Raduly,  Tran- 
sylvania, 140 ;  Francis  Bons,  France,  121,  A- 
Goldsmith,  112*  Louis  Carnano,  Venice,  100; 
a  poor  man  near  lake  Thrasirnene,  pensioned 
by  pope  Leo  XII.  in  1825,  died  in  1830,  aged 
123,  having  preserved  his  faculties  to  the  last; 
a  soldier,  named  Mittelstedt,  died  in  Prussia, 
in  1792,  aged  112;  a  Dane,  named  Draken- 
berg,  died  in  1772,  aged  147  ;  Joseph  Surring- 
ton,  a  Norwegian,  died  at  Bergen,  in  1797, 
aged  160  ;  the  St.  Petersburg  papers  announ- 
ced, in  1830,  the  death  of  a  man  150  years 
old,  at  Moscow ;  in  1831,  the  death  of  another 
aged  165,  was  also  reported  inRuesia; — in 
England,  besides  Parr  and  Jenkins,  Margaret 
Forster,  a  native  of  Cumberland,  died  in  1771, 
aged  136  :  John  Effingham,  or  Essingham,  of 
Cornwall,  in  1757,  vet.  144;.  James  Sand  at 
140,  and  his  wife  at  120,  in  Staffordshire; 
Wm.  Ellis,  of  Liverpool,  at  130;  Richard 
Lloyd,  of  Wales,  at  133;  James  Hayley,  of 
Cheshire,  at  112;  John  Wilson,  of  Suffolk,*at 
116  ;  Jane  Reeve,  of  Essex,  at  103  ;  Margaret 
of  Winchester,  of  Hampshire,  at  109  ;  Agnee. 
of  Milburne,  in  London,  at  116,  and  on  May 
7,  1830,  John  Ripkey,  at  108,  his  sight  having 
remained  unimpaired  till  the  last; — in  Ireland 
the  Countess  Desmond  died  at  the  age  of  140  : 
—  in  Scotland,  Margaret  Patten,  aged  138,  and 
James  Lrwrence,  140  ; — in  the  United  States. 
among  numerous  instances,  is  that  of  the  old- 
est, Abraham  Paiba,  who  died  in  South  Caro- 
lina, aged  142;  and  within  a  few  months  past, 
those  of  Margaret  Pligley,  of  So.  Canaan,  Ct., 
aged  102;  John  Vanhooter,  of  Jefferson  Cc. 
Tenn.,  at  122;  Mrs.  Croier,  of 'Halifax,  Vt.,  at 
over  105. — Oar  newspapers  very  often  report 
incidents  of  this  kind,  from  all  quarters  of  the 
Union  ;  but  it  is  not  to  bo  inferred  from  this. 
as  well  as  from  the  many  caees  recorded  i; 
J'V  aland,  that,  the  American   and   English'  oli- 


mates  are  more  favorable  than  others  to  the 
prolongation  of  life;  for  on  account  of  the  ab- 
sence of  as  efficient  means  of  ascertaining  all 
such  data  in  other  latitudes,  we  should  not  be 
justified  in  jumping  at  the  conclusion  in  ques- 
ticn.  The  ceneus,  ■which  is  now  being  taken 
in  this  country,  will  throw  some  light  on  the 
subject,  although  its  accuracy  is  liable  to  be 
doubted,  especially  touching  the  slaves,  many 
of  whom  are  ignorant  of  their  ages,  and  yet,  as 
a  class,  are  invariably  noted  for  their  longe- 
vity. It  is  on  this  account  that  M.  dMvcrnois 
questions  the  general  correctness  of  our,  as 
well  as  any  other  census,  in  this  particular, [6] 
while  he  agrees  with  the  sensible  remark  of 
Mr.  Rickman,  appointed  by  the  British  Parlia- 
ment to  make  a  digest  of  the  census  ot  En- 
gland and  Wales,  that  "  the  proportion  of  ex- 
isting centenarians  is  no  valid  indication  of 
natural  health  or  longevity ."] 

A  more  important  subject  of  inquiry,  and 
one  of  more  frequent  occurrence  than  crimin- 
al responsibility,  is  the  determination  oftlia 
age  of  puberty,  legal  questions  depending  up- 
on this  point  being  numerous.  It  is  that  pe- 
riod which  immediately  succeeds  boyhood.  In 
this  climate,  it  commences  at  fourteen  years 
of  age  in  males,  and  at  twelve  in  females.  At 
this  period,  all  the  organs  of  the  body  are  ful- 
ly developed  ;  the  sex  of  the  individual  is  de- 
cidedly proclaimed  by  the  appearance  of  the 
bodily  frame;  the  sexual  instinct  is  awakened 
and  man  becomes  capable  of  reproducing  hi3 
species. 

In  the  male,  the  approach  of  puberty  is  in- 
dicated by  the  voice  losing  the  treble  of  boy- 
hood, and  acquiring  a  deeper,  fuller  and  more 
sonorous  tone, —  a  change  which  is  accounted 
for  by  the  aperture  of  the  glottis  becoming 
doubled,  both  in  length  and  in  breadth  ;  the 
chin,  which  before  was  free  from  hairs,  be- 
comes downy,  and  by  degrees,  is  covered  with 
the  beard  ;  real  semen  begins  to  be  secreted  ; 
the  external  organs  of  tex  acquire  the  magni- 
tude which  they  afterwards  possess,  and  tho 
pubis  is  covered  with  hair.  That  these  changes 
are  connected  with,  and  dependent  on,  the 
otate  of  the  generative  organs,  is  very  evident, 
as  they  do  not  take  place  when  the  testicles 
are  removed  previous  to  the  period  of  puber- 
ty. There  are  nevertheless,  many  exceptions 
to  those  appearances  that  I  have  detailed  as 
denoting  puberty  in  the  male.  Instances, 
for  example,  have  occurred  in  which  the  beard 
has  never  appeared,  and  the  pubis  has  remain- 
ed uncovered  by  hairs,  yet  all  the  powers  of 
virility  have  been  displayed,  I  know  a  gentle- 
man, a  very  handsome,  powerful  man,  the  fa- 
ther of  a  largo  family,  who  is  now  upwards  of 


[6]  Annalcs  d' Hygiene  Publlque,  Apr.,  1836. 
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fifty  years  of  age,  and  has  never  had  occasion 
to  use  a  razor. 

In  a  medico-legal  point  of -view,  it  is  of  im- 
portance to  know  that  the  age  of  puberty  is  the 
period  of  life  when  hereditary  diseases  are  most 
likely  to  display  themselves,  particularly  in- 
sanity and  phthisis.  The  moral  changes  which 
occur  at  this  time,  in  the  male,  are  as  striking 
as  the  physical.  Accompanying  an  augment- 
ed susceptibility  of  "the  nervous  system,  along 
with  sexual  appetite,  the  r&md.  becomes  alive 
to  the  more  refined  passion  of-loye  ;  at  the  same 
time,  it  acquires  more  steadiness  and  vigor,  all 
the  habits  assume  a  mere  manly  charactsr 
than  in  boyhood. 

In  the  female,  from  the  twelfth  to  the  15  th 
year,  in  this  climate,  puberty  displays  itself  by 
the  greater  determination  of  blood  to  the  mam- 
mae and  the  uterine  system ;  the  bo-'Om  enlar- 
ges, consenting  With  the  change  in  the  uterus, 
which  now  begins  to  secrete  the  menstrual  dis- 
charge, and  to  be  fitted  for  impregnation.  As 
in  the  male.  Nature  having  completed  that 
condition  in  the  reproductive  organs  which  fit 
them  for  their  functions,  the  energies  of  both 
the  body  and  the  mind  seem  to  receive  a  fresh 
impulse.;  the  eyes  brighten,  and  swell  with 
moisture  ;  the  chetk  is  spread  with  a  fresinr 
bloom  ;  the  lips  'breathe  deeper  sweets;."  the 
voice  from  a  moderate  extension  of  the  glottis, 
becomes  fuller,  but  more  harmonious  5  the 
breasts  swell ;  the  hips  and  limbs  acquire  a 
beautiful  rounded  form,  and  the  movements 
and  attitudes  become  graceful  and  attractive. 
The  mind  of  the  young  female  now  ceases  to 
engage  in  childish  pursu  ts  ;  feelings  hitherto 
unknown,  thrill  through  her  frame,  and  awa- 
ken  those  desires  which  have  been  wisely  im- 
planted in  the  constitution  of  both  sexes,  for 
the  continuance  and  increase  of  the  species. 
The  appearance  of  the  menstrual  discharge 
.indicates  puberty  m  the  female;  it  always  oc- 
curs at  puberty  m  the  healthy  female,  unless 
there  is  some  malformation  of  organs;  and  not- 
withstanding the  assertions  of  some  writers  on 
natural  history,  I  believe  ,  with  Blumeebajoh, 
[a]  that  this  discharge  i^  peculiar  to  ill  3  hu- 
man-female,— the  apparent  menstruation,  in 
some  species  of  Simi ee,  observing  no  regular 
period. 

Such  are  the  usual  symptoms  marking  pu- 
berty ;  and  it  is  true  that,  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances, the  period  of  life  is  that  of 'four- 
teen years  of  age  in  males,  and  twelve  in  fe- 
males, yet  the  real  existence  of  this  condition  , 
of  the  system  is  liable  to  be  controlled  and 
modified  by  a  great  variety  of  both  moral  and 
physical  causes,  operating  in.  both  sexes:  and 
these  require  to  be  familiar  to  the  medical  ju- 
rist. They  are  chiefly,  climate,  temperament, 
original  conformation,  and  habits  of  life. 

1.  I'll  ere  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  powerful 
influence  of  climate  on  the  animal  economy  ;  it 
is  rendered  obvious  by  the  effects  which  a 
change  from  one  climate  to  another    produces 

[a]  Be  G.  II.  Var.  Nat.  p.  51. — Pliny  consi- 
dered women  the  only   "animal  menstruale." 


on  all  the  functions  of  the  body,  the  circulation 
of  the  blood,  the  energy  of  the  nervous  system, 
the  secretions,  the  excretions,  even  on  the  tem- 
perament, and  the  qualities  of  the  mind.  It  is 
net  therefore,  extraordinary,  that  it  should 
modify  greatly  the  period  of  puberty.  In 
northern  latitudes,  and  even  in  southern,  in 
elevated  exposed,  situations,  the  period  of  pu- 
berty is  retarded  in  boys  until  the  age  of  18. 
In  Norway,  boys  are  regarded  immature  un- 
til twenty  years  of  age.  In  warm  climates  the 
opposite  effect  takes  place ;  and  whatever  pro- 
duces great  mental  excitement,  is  apt  to  ren- 
der puberty  precocious.  Ballard,  a  french 
writer,  mentions  an  instance  of  a  female  at- 
tributing her  pregnancy  to  a  boy  of  ten  years 
of  age, — a  circumstance  which  he  attributed 
to  the  boy  having  engaged  in  the  turmoil  of 
the  Revolution. 

But  it  is  in  the  female  sex  that  the  influence 
of  climate  on  puberty  chiefly  displays  itself. 
Beat  has  a  most  powerful  influence  on  the  ma- 
turity of  animals ;  but  in  the  human  animal 
much  is  also  due  to  education,  manners,  and 
moral  discipline.  In  the  peninsular  region  of 
India,  Java,  and  in  the  tropical  islands,  girls 
begin  to  menstruate  so  early  as  eight  or  nine 
years  of  age  ;  but  when  these  girls  have  been 
early  removed  to  Europe,  after  having  once 
menstruated,  the  function  has  ceased,  and  not 
again  returned  until  fifteen  or  sixteen  years 
ot  age.  In  the  temperate  zone,  the  usual  age  is 
tweive  to  fourteen  ;  and  in  Lapland  and  Nor- 
way it  is  rarely  before  the  twenty-fourth  year 
that  menstruation  occurs;  and  when  it  takes 
pace  the  returns  are  at  long  intervals,  and 
jj-cqueaQy  only  during  summer.  Thence  heat 
has  a  considerable  irfluen.ee  in  bringing  ani- 
mals to  premature  maturity.  Jn  the  coftoa 
mills  of  Manchester  and  of  Glasgow,  which 
are  kept  at  a  high  temperature,  girls  arrive 
early  at  puberty;  thence  the  occupation  and 
the  local  position  of  females  should  always  be 
kept  in  vitw,' in. giving  evid;nce,  when  &  quest- 
ion as  to  their  puberty  is  raised. 

These  local  causes  modifying  the  period  of 
puberty  are  important  to  be  known.  In  females 
whop  ..B3  to  other- quarters  of  the  globe,  the 
habit  more  or  less  continues  for  a  time,  under 
the  influence  of  the  climate  from  which  they 
came;  and  thence  in  criminal  trials  in  which 
the  question  of  female  puberty  is  raised,  the 
medical  witness  must   always  have    reference 


to  this  fact.   Thus,  if 


we  suppose  a  girl  under 


thirteen  years  of  age,  a  native  of  iljndpstan. 
lately  arrived  in  England,  to  be  accused  of  in- 
fanticide, committed  in  this  country,  and  no 
symptoms  of  premature  precocity  are  Very  evi- 
dent, a  plea  of  nonage  might  be  set  up,  and 
might  defeat  the  ends  of  justice;  but,  if  the 
medical  evidence  be  aware  of  the  influence  of 
climate  in  hastening  the  period  of  puberty  in 
a  native  of  Hindostao,  ani  that  the  habit  con- 
tinues to  operate  for  some  time  after  removal 
to  a  more  temperate  latitude,  this  plea  could 
be  no  bar  to  judgment,  if  the  other  evidence 
were  convincing ;  and,  for  the  same  cause,  a 
Norwegian   woman   coming  to   this  island,'  if 
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her  residence  here  had  been  short,  could  hard- 
ly ho  justly  condemned  on  a  charge  of  infanti- 
cide under  twenty  years  of  age.  The  necessi- 
ty, therefore,  of  attending  to  the  influence  of 
climate,  in  modifying  the  period  of  puberty, 
when  delivering  evidence  in  medico-legal  in- 
quiries, rs  obvious. 

[Mr.  Robertson,  of  Manchester,  has  devoted 
considerable  attention  to  the  circumstances 
-which  are  said  to  accelerate  puberty  among 
females;  and  published  the  results  ofhisin- 
vestigationo  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal.  From  his  researches,  and 
those  of  a  Mr.  Noble,  who  has  had  ample  ex- 
perience 3 mong  factories,  it  appears  that  the 
idea  is  erroneous  upon  which  the  opinion  is 
founded,  that  the  period  at  which  maturity 
occurs  in  the  female  depends  on  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  place  of  habitation.  He  holds  that, 
in  Greece,  where  puberty  has  been  said  to 
commence  early,  its  advent  and  discontinua- 
tion are  the  same,  on  an  average,  as  in  Great 
Britain  :  and  that  the  instances  of  early  child- 
bearing  are  but  examples  of  what  is  common 
in  all  countries  in  a  low  state  of  morals  or  civ- 
ilization, or  during  periods  of  public  excite- 
ment. With  respect  to  precocious  puberty  a- 
mong  Hindoo  women,  he  shows  that  the  ear- 
liest case3  have  their  parallels  in  England;. 
that  hence,  although  the  average  of  puberty, 
according  to  Dr.  Goodeve  and  Mr.  Wenger,  is 
earlier  in  Calcutta  than  in  the  British  Islands, 
puberty  does  not  actually  appear  sooner  in  one 
country  thaai  the  oilier;  that  should  it  appear 
T;v  £..;!;o:e£i£,  fliers,  that  Hindoo  females  reach 
the  age  of  puberty  earlier  on  the  average  than 
in  Europte,  this  will  bono  c  nclusive  evidence 
that  the  influence  of  climate  is  the  cause;  and 
that  the  very  infantile  age  at  which  child-bear- 
ing 1)03  been' known  to  occur  in  Hindostan — 
viz  :  ten  years, — is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  con- 
sidering the  odious  practice  of  premature  sexu- 
al intercourse,  consequent  on  early  marriage. 
He  likewise  proves  that  non-professional  wri- 
ters have  confounded  early  marriage  with  ear- 
ly puberty  ;  and  we  are  inclined  to  agree  with 
him  that  climate  and  temperature  do  not  ex- 
ercise the  great  influence  which  they  are  sup- 
posed to  do  over  the  determination  of  puberty 
in  the  female^  but  that  such  determination  is 
due,  when  precocious,  to  causes  which,  in  any 
climate,  or  under  any  state  of  temperature 
whatsoever,  would  be  very  likely  to  exert  a 
similar   effect  ] 
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Report  of  the  Trial  of  the  People  vs.  Dr. 
Horatio  N.  Loomis,  for  Libel.  Tried  at  the 
Erie  County  Oyer  and  Terminer,  June  24th, 
1850.  Justice  Mullett,  presiding ;  John 
Treanor  and  Leander  J.  Roberts,  Asso- 
ciate Justices.    Buffalo :  1850.  8vo.   pp.  48. 

In  February  last,  the  members  of  the  gradu- 
ating class  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  were 
allowed  the  great  advantage-  of  Clinical  in- 
struction in  Midwifery,  under  the  direction  of 
Professor  White.  The  patient,  of  her  own  free 
will;  was  taken  to  the  Janitor's  room?,  where 
in  the  presence  of  this  officer's  wife  and  of  the 
class,  she  consented  to  become  the  first  sub- 
ject of  clinical  Midwifery  in  America.  Every 
thing  was  conducted  with  the  utmost  regard 
to  decorum,  and  to  the  feelings  of  the  patient. 
This  "innovation,"  this  "outrage  to  morality 
and  decency,"  travelled  beyond  the  Universi- 
ty wails,  and  was  made  the  subject  of  news- 
paper correspondence,  reflecting  severely  up- 
on Prof.  White  directly,  and  the  Faculty  of 
the  University  in  general.  One  of  the  letters 
signed  "L"  was  attributed  to  the  defendant, 
and  upon  it  was  based  the  action  for  trial. 
However,  the  Jury  found  Loomis  not  guilty. 

The  position  assumed  by  Prof.  White's  un- 
known enemy,  was  supported  by  ' -seventeen1' 
practitioners  of  Buffalo, — men  with  a  quant, 
suf.  of  all,  but  brains  and  common  sense.  The 
trial  has  brought  to  light  the  knowledge  of 
several  "doctors,"  who  till  that  day,  were  no 
doubt  deemed  big  fishes  in  the   medical   sea. 

Late  in  the  day  as  it  is,  we  are  neverthe- 
less proud  in  recording  our  commendation  of 
Prof.  White's  course,  as  well  as  that  of  Prof. 
Flint,  the  talented  Editor  of  the  Buffalo 
Medical  Journal.  This  trial  will  reflect  last- 
ing disgrace  on  the  "immortal  seventeen !'' 
We  are  gratified  that  this  base  and  wicked  at- 
tempt to  ruin  a  man,  who?e  laudable  inten- 
tion was  the  advancement  and  perfection  of  a 
department  of  the  Medical  profession,  which 
had  never  the  attention  its  vital  importance 
demanded,  has  so  signally  failed. 

The  man  who  was  bold  enough  to  intro- 
duce Clinical  Midwifery  in  the  United 
States,  evinced  equal  vigor  of  intellect  and 
z;al  for  the  furtherance  of  this  hitherto    much 
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neglected  part  of  every  medical  man's  educa- 
tion. The  eye  of  Envy  saw  at  a  glance,  thai 
the  Originator  of  this  mode  of  imparting  true 
instruction  to  the  aspirant  of  our  Profession. 
would  not  only  secure  lasting  fame,  and  a  cor- 
responding increase  of  patronage,  but  also, 
command  the  thanks  and  esteem  of  every  per- 
son of  strong  mind  and  correct  sentiment. 
Hence,  in  the  eyes  of  the  d--?p"  cable  drone, 
the  head  and  front  of  Prof.  White's  offence. 
But,  fortunately  for  Society,  and  for  Science, 
this  nefarious  attempt  to  pull  a  worthy  man 
down  has  hut  served  to  elevate  him  still  high- 
er in  public  opinion.  —  and  places  still  lower 
in  the  humble  scale  of  mediocrity  and  insig 
nifivance,  his  detractors  and  his  enemies 
The  illustrious  XV If,  enjoyed  a  short  lived  po- 
pularity, their  intended  victim,  suffered  some 
inconvenience ;  but,  the  trial  has  had  the  sal- 
utary effect  of  placing  the  parties'  in  their 
true  light,  while  at  the  same  time,  from  it,  we 
sincerely  hope,  will  date  the  general  intro- 
duction of  Clinical  Midwifery  in  all  our  Med- 
ical institutions,  as  well  as  in  private  prac- 
tice, in  very  many  instances. 

The  mawkish  eenlimentalism-— the  refined 
modesty— the  virtue  of  the  Buffalo  ^Nancies," 
will  be  appreciated  only  by  a  few  narrow- 
minded  persons,  and  pfcrehan*e,  by  a  dozen  or 
more  nice  old  maids.  Weil  did  the  learned 
Judge,  say  that  '-th-  S3  mean.-?  of  instruction, 
with  the  assistance  of  an  experienced  teacher, 
give  to  the  student  of  obstetrics,  that  kind  of 
information  which  he  may  otherwise  be  oblig- 
ed to  acquire  in  actual  practice,  at  the  risk  of 
his  pitien's."  p.  34.  This  was  made  but  too 
manifest  on  the  trial,  fur  all  the  old,  medical 
men  testified,  that  they  had  acquired  this  in- 
formation during  their  practice^  and,  in  too 
many  instances,  may  it  rot  be  feared,  at  the 
expense  of  the  poor  suffering  patient!  Most 
true,  and  wise,  were  the  Judge's  remarks 
throughout  his  charge.  In  justice  to  our  cal- 
ling, we  cannot  refrain  from  Copying  the  fol- 
lowing correct  remark: — -The  world  of  suf- 
fering humanity  are  mu;h  indebted  to  the 
sleepless  enterprise  and  ingenuity  which  is 
constantly  employed  in  inventing  means  and 
instruments  to  discover,  overcome,  or  alleviate 
those  disorders  to  which  oar  physical  natures 
are  subject.1 '  p   3-1. 

While  we  see  the  most  enlightened  out  of 
the  profession,  paying  on  every  occasion,  the 
ju-st  meed  of  praise  to  the  devoted  and  skill- 
ful physician,  is  it  not  deeply  ratnful,  to  see 
physicians  themselves  endeavoring  to  detract, 
and  even  stigmatise,  nay  ruin    their    more  in- 


dustrious and  conscientious  brethern.  M<>st 
justly  did  the  "immortal  XYit,"  deserve  the 
galling  rebuke,  the  scathing  saica^m,  both  of 
Judge  and  Counsel.  We  ardently  trust,  that 
this  extraordinary  trial  will  have  a  bsmfieial 
effect  upon  a  certa;n  class  of  Medical  men, 
who  would  attain  distinction, — not  by  their 
own  vigorous  application, — but  by  pulling 
down,  and  striving  to  trample  under  their 
polluted  feet,  men  with  whom  they  have 
neither  the  industry,  nor  the  talent  to  com- 
pete. 

Oar  language  is  strong,  but  we  take  it  to 
be  called  for.  We  love,  amd  are  devoted  to 
our  Profession, —  we  wish  it  to  be  respected 
and  honored ; — for  none  is  more  u&eful — 
none  in  which  can  so  much  real  kindness, 
humanity,  and  blessed  charity,  be  so  largely 
practiced  and  exercised,  yea,  as  much,  or  even 
more,  in  the  Hamlet  as  in  the  Palace. — N. 


II. 


Inflammation  ;  its  Symptom?,  Causes",  and 
Treatment,  philosophically  considered  By 
J.  P.  Batchelder,' M.  D.  New  York:  1848. 
8vto.  pp.  GG.  From  the  Author. 

Dr.  Batchklder,  a  gentleman  well  known 
by  his  contributions  to  the  Medical  pfess,  and 
more  particularly,  to  the  New  York  Journal 
of  Medicine,  [in  which,  these  papers  now  re- 
nubl  shed  in  a  small  volume,  were  first  pre- 
sented to  the  Profession  ]  has  had  in  view  the 
esiabiithuH  nt  of  a  new  iLtcry,  whereby  ho 
conceives  he  shall  satisfactorily  explain  tho 
phenomena  of  Infi.ammai.ion,  and  the  treat- 
ment to  be  adopted  for  its  removal.  The  Dr. 
places  the  fern  origi  lis  disease'  in  the  "capil- 
laries, their  pores  and  sphincters y3  and  the 
fit  st  symptom  in  the  series  of  operations  he 
maintains  is  redness  resultng  from  the  en- 
gorged state  of  the  "viscus./"  as  the  Author 
terms  it.  This  first  position  appears  erroneous, 
the  effect  of  inflimmatory  action  is  first  made 
sensible  upon  the  nervous  system  of  the  affect- 
ed tissue  or  organ>  hence  we  have  pain;  this 
increases  the  vascular  action,  which  is  follow- 
ed by  congestion  and  swelling,  accompanied 
with  redness ;  consequently,  this  symptom  at 
the  very  utmost,  should  be  looked  upon  as  the 
second  phase, — and  proportionally  to  the  dis- 
coloration, will  heat  be  experienced,  or  evolv- 
ed. The  excitement  continuing,  it  spreads  to 
tho  arteries,  from  their  terminals,  and  thence 
onward  to  the  heart  itself:   yet,  it  m  ist  ba  ad* 
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mitted  that,  with  the  pain,  ht.at  or  burning  i? 
complained  of,  which  should  properly  be  attri- 
buted to  the  impressi  n  made  on  the  nerves, 
for  the  temperature  is  not  at  taace  increased. 
There  are  many  cases  oq  record,  where  mi- 
nute al  s""'S  c  have  been  disc*  v..  red  in  the  body 
of  the  nerve  itself,  without  any  other  indica- 
tion of  the  presence  of  mfLaianiatLon,  but  the 
pain  itself. 

However  correct,  cr  otherwise,  our  Author's 
theory  may  be.  he  has  not  done  much  to  ad- 
vance, or  elucidate  the  treatment  of  Inflam- 
mation, which  in  the  main,  is  but  a  repetition 
of  what  is  laid  down  by  every  elementary  writ- 
er on  the  subject.  Ic  strikes  us  forcibly,  that 
he  deals  far  too  freely  wiih  Opium,  as  he  ad- 
vise* ''Dover's  powders  in  as  large  doses  as 
the  s  onaeh  will  bear,"  page  38.  The  Dr. 
has  forgotten,  that  in  very  many  cases,  the 
stomach  will  tolerate  very  large  portions  of 
this  preparation;  and  at  page  9,  he  tells  us; 
"the  first  dose  should  be  considerably  larger 
than  is  demanded  by  the  exigencies  of  the 
case  :'"  these  axioms,  it  is  true,-  are  to  some  de- 
gree qualified  by  his  sub.e  ^uent  remarks,  but 
they  aie  by  far  too  genera',  to  serve  as  a  guide 
fur  the  tyro.  The  man  of  experience  may  per- 
use with  interest  this  monograph,  were  it  but, 
for  the  very  useful  and  tensible  directions 
contained  in  the  fallowing  extract  from  page 
44  :--'  A  word  respecting  position.  This  is  a 
matter  entirely  too  much  neglected.  Gravity 
by  retarding  ihe  n  iw  i  f  blood  into  an  inflam- 
ed part.  Ic  sens  the  vis,  a  tergo,  the  impulse 
audits  eff.ct  moreover,  by  facil'tating  the  e- 
grtss  of  fluids,  it  diminishes  their  distending 
force  which  ke-ps  the  capillaries  on  the  stretch 
and  prompts  them  to  make  panful  resistance 
Po-it'oa  is  thus  male  to  answer  all  the  pur- 
poses of  an  evacuant  without  the  debilitating 
effect  of  depletion."  If,  according  to  the  Dr's 
theory,  the  capillaries,  their  }  ores  and  sphinct- 
ers originate  the  disease,  he  aUo  endows  them 
with  the  faculty  of  curing  it,  if  the  following 
logic  is  correct: — "If  the  Syncope,  which  con- 
sists in  an  universal  and  extreme  contraction 
of  the  capillaries  be  induced,  the  fluids  in  the 
ir.fl  imed  part?-,  will  be  forced  out  of  them  into 
the  larger  vessels."  Conjunctivitis  is  instanc- 
ed in  support  of  this  position.  We  believe  the 
fact  is  thus  explained  by  all  the  world,  Kive 
and  except  by  our  Author;  the  impetus  of  the 
heart  and  arteiies  is  vastly  diminished  by  a 
large  or  sudden  abstraction  of  blood,  collapse 
fcuuceecfc,  the  capillaries  do  not  receive  their 
accustomed  suj  p'y,  and  necessarily  contract^ 
the  tuui.a  adnata  bee  mew  pale  and  blanched  ;. 


in  this  state  of  the  vascular   system,,  'the  ab- 
spxhenta  and  vein---  act  with  vigor,  and  by  thb 
;  twofold  operation,    the  disease    is  ar,  least  for 
j  the  time,  suspended,    if  no.  removed. 

We  have  not  made  thes-e  strictures  from 
,  any  captious  spirit,  but  to  induce  our  readers 
j  to  ponder  over  fcfee  Doctor's  dogmas*,  ere  they 
I  hastily  adopt  diem.  Dr.  Batchj.:li)jer  is  evi- 
|  dently  an  able  and  a  zealous  member  of  our 
i  common  profession,  and  with  the  best  possible 
\iews  he  has  published  this  small  work,  which 
:  as  we  have  previously  said,  is  by  no  means 
;  devoid  of  merit. 

We  have  entered  into  more  extended  re- 
|  marks,  than  is  usually  indulged  in  by  review- 
ers, but  the  importance  of  the  subject  must 
I  be  our  apology,  while  we  must  be  candid  en- 
I  ough  to  acknowledge,  that  we  shall  not  be 
tied  down  by  the  fashion  of  the  day,  when 
j  we  can  be  of  service  to  the  profession,  and  it 
j  very  frcc[uent!y  happens,  that  small  and  un- 
;  pretending  works  contain  mo3t  valuable  in- 
;  formation- -at  all  events,  they  are  intended 
|  to  advance  the  interests  of  Medical  Science, 
i  and  consequently,  they  should  not  be  lightly 
!  passed  eve?. — N, 


III. 


Minutes  of  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Medical  Missionary  Society  in  China:  and 
Fifteenth  report  of  its  Opthalmic  Hospital  at 
Canton,  for  the  Years  1848  and  1849.  By 
Rev.  P.  Parker,  M.  D.  Canton:  1850.  8vo. 
Fp.  39. 

We  are  indebted  to  our  friend,  Wm,  B. 
Walworth,  Esq  ,  for  this  interesting  Report 
of  the  progress  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  in. 
the  Celestial  Empire.  This  report  testifies  to 
the  minister!) ood  of  Medicine  in  its  highest 
attributes.  We  find  it  hand  in  hand  with,  re- 
ligion, relieving  the  pain  of  uncivilized  suf- 
ferers, and  assisting  by  its  powerful  co-oper- 
ation, the  diffusion  of  Christianity. 

We  find  in  this  pamphb.t  the  reports  of 
several  interesting  and  remarkable  operations, 
whose  skillful  performance,  and  happy  re- 
sults, have  secured  for  Dr.  Parker  a  wide  re- 
putation as  an  able  and  exeert  surgeon.  Ma- 
ny of  our  readers  may  not  be  aware,  that 
previous  to  the  performance  of  a  capital  op- 
eration, the  surgeon  to  shield  himself  from  res- 
ponsibility, in  the  event  of  an  unfavorable  re- 
sult, obtains  from  the  patient  a  wiitten  in- 
demnity, which  is  valid  in  Chinese  law  ; — a 
specimen  of  which,    we  copy   from  page  14. 


1850. 


15 


"Agreement.  i,  Chung  Pi'ig-  thirty--t>hreej  compared  to  the  [atideat]  Pien  IVioh  lam 
vear^of  aire,  of  the  district  of  rsingyen'.  in' heavily  laden  with  (a  sunse)  of  his  exalted 
the  department  ofTCwurigehau,  hei<»g  *imiered  goodu^^  and  i  not  merely  bear  upon  mv  head 
with  stone,  have  several  times  sought  medical  his  kindness  [weighty]  as  the  mounains  of 
aid,  yet  without  avail.  Now.  jfor'uiiUely  1  Kwa  and  Ln-i  (said  to  be  the  loftiest  moun- 
am'under  obligation  to  D**.  i'ark-r  of  Auieri-  tains  in  China.)  but  I  have  received  bis  no 
ca,  for  employing  his  knife,  and  extracting  it,  slight  favor.  I  respec  fully  present  him  these 
and  when 'cured,  not  merely!,  one  person,  ten  fowls  and  hundred  eggs,  as  a  slight  mani- 
will  he  bedewed  with  his  favor,  but  a  united  festation  of  my  h  artfelt  gratitude,  and  pros- 
family  will  be  grateful  for  his  great  kindness,  trate  pray  he  will  be  pleaded  to  receive  them. 
Should  the  mountain  from  its  height,  and  the  His  younger  brother,  Yieh  Kiuen,  of  the  dis- 
water  from  its  depth,  bo  impassable  (i.e.,  triot  of  Sz'hwu;,  knocks  head." 
should  the  result  b)  fatal)  it  shall  not  eon-  The  whole  number  of  patients  admitted  up 
cevn  the  Doctor;  all  will  acquiesce  in  th-  wtfl  to  31s,  Dec  Ig49_  wag  3459s,  of  whom  3  G63 
of  heaven.     Lest  oral  evidence   oe    invalid-,    I  .  '    ■■•  .  ,  n  .      1QJQ.    #« 

make  this    written    agreement,   and  deliver  it  w^  received  in  1843,  and  4  341  m  1849,    of 
to  the  Doctor  to  huld~as  evidence.  which  there  were,  of  diseases  of  rlie  eye,  42G5, 

'•Taukwang  28th  year,    6  h  moon4  5th  day,  of  the  ear,  177;    of  the   face   and  throat,   56; 

(5th  July,  1348  )  _        /of  the  organs  of  circulation,  210;    of  the   ab- 

^'slCU'  o        &•     -aommal  orgars,  824;   or  the  organs  or  genera- 

The  operation  was  performed  on  the  8  h;  tion;  245  .  0f  the  nervous  system,  111;  of  the 
Sept.,  and  the  patient  discharged  cured  in  a-|btio-  453.  constitutional,  1515;  of  the  osseous 
bout  a  month  ;  the  calculus  of  an  oblong  form,  l^atem-,  95  :  preternatural  and  diseased  growths 
presented  the  following  measurements:    3  18   99. 1 


and  4  1-2    circumference,    1  1  4   and  1  3  4  ia 
'diameter;  weight,  one  ounce  and  ten  grains. 
The  Chine- e  mode  of  securing  the   surgeon 


This  Report  is  printed  on  fine  Chinese  pa- 
per, and  is  illustrated  with  several  wood  en- 
gravings portraying  calculi,  one  of  which  was 


inches,  weight  0  1-4  ounces. — N. 


IV. 


from  the  responsibility  atendant  upon  the  7  i  o  ;n  its  horizontal  circumference,  vertical- 
practice  of  Surgery,  m'ght  prove  an  useful  in-  ^  10  ;nche3.  corresponding  diameters  3  and  4 
novation  ainimg  us,  as  it  would  more  tffectu- 
ally,  than  any  other  measures  we  know  of, 
prevent  suits  f>r  mal-praciiee,  and  starve  out 
the  village  and  city  gossiper's,  who  are  at  all 
times  itching  about  ihe  blunders,  negligence, 
and  cruelty  of  some  luckless  doctor,  who.  per- 
chance, may  have  incurred  the  displeasure  of 
some  one  of  the  sisterhood.  The  patient  ex- 
onerating his  surgical  attendant  by  such  a 
voucher,  would  be  rather  backward,  we  think, 
to  appear  and  swear  in  court,  as  to  its  being 
a  'promised"  safe  and  certain  operation. 


TRIAL  FOR  INFANTICIDE, 

ABANDONMENT  OF  THE  CHARGE  OF 
MURDER. 

Hannah  Mitcjtell  was  tried  before  the  Hgh 
Court  of  Justiciary,  4th  January,  1850,  on  a 
charge  of  chili  murder  and  of  concealment  of 


Dr.  Parker,  to  show  that  the    Chinese   are  pregnancy,  under  the  act  49  Geo.  [II.,  cap. 14. 


not  an  ungrateful  people,  has  introduced 
translations  of  several  "scrolls  and  tablets," 
presented  him  by  his  patients.  <  me  of  them 
we  insert,  by  which  we  perceive,  that  doctors 
in  China  are  remunerated  pretty  much  after 
the  fashion  of  the  Tlattsburgh  currency. — 
'•truck  and  dicker;"  the  only  fault  we  fiud  is, 
that  no  one  thinks  of  presenting  us  with  a 
goose  to  delight  our  "optics,"  with  its  "diur- 
nal clinical  incubation"  of  a  golden  egg;  won 
der  if  Miss  Nancy  would  object  } 

'On  a   former   occasion  (1845.)    I   was   in- 


The  following  are  the  facts  as  given  in  evi- 
dence:— 

The  prisoner  and  two  fellow  servants,  R. 
and  H  ,  who  were  in  the  service  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  E.,  all  sL-pt  together  in  one  bed  on  the 
night  of  Monday,  the  20  sh  of  August,  1849. 
The  prisoner  rose  about  4  o'clock  on  Tuesday 
morning  to  prepare  for  a  washing.  The  other 
two  servants  remained  in  bed.  She  returned 
shortly  afterwards,  after  having  lighted  the 
kitchen  and  boiler  fires,  and  waken  the  two 
other  servants.  At  this  time  she  said  she  was 
not  well,  and  then  went  out  again.  R.  followed 
her  in  about  ten  minutes,  and  after  searching 
for  her  in  the  kitchen,    and  not  finding-  her 


debted  to  the  'great  nation's  arm'  from  Amer-  there,  went  out  to  look  for  her  in  a  g^g  house 


ica  for  extracting  a  calculus.  By  simply  ad- 
ministering one  golden  pill,  the  dangerous  dis- 
ease was  instantly  expelled,  and  by  his  assist- 
ance the  drought  withered  vegetation  (i.e. 
the  patient)  was  vivified,   s«   that  he  miy  be 


at  the  back  of  the  manse,  where  the  washing 
tubs  are  kept.  When  about  half  way  to  the 
gig-house,  she  heard  the  cries  of  a  child  com- 
ing from  it.  On  this  she  stopped  and  called 
twice  to  the  prisoner,  "  Are  you  there  Han- 
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nab  ?  "  The  pris-amr  fcoid  her  to  go  to  toe  twenty  inches.  Ljfe  ^ptand  tube  exti?cton- 
kitehen  and  pui  co.Js  oa  the  fire.  On  this  she  Jy  a  few  hours.  The  umbdicul  cord  had  been 
came  baek  a:nd  tohj  the  other  tervant  what  had  torn  oiT  elose  to  the  abdoinen  There  was  a 
passed,  and  asked  her  to  g>  to  the  gig-house,  considerable  quantity  of  meconium  about  the 
H.  then  went,  and  met  the  prisoner  coming  nates,  and  bmod  flowed  freely  from  the  month 
out  of  the  gig-honse  with  &.  tub  in  each  hand,  ana  nostrils  on  the  slightest  motion  of  the 
She  helped  her  into  the  house  with  them  body.  The  skin  was  coaled  wbh  the  sebaceous 
There  were  Si&rks  of  blood  on  one  of  the  tabs,  matter  peculiar  to  new-born  infants.  The  body 
They  all  three  then  breakfasted  together,  having  been  washed,  the  skin  appeared  pale 
and  after  brtakias!-  the  two  servants,  having  &ad  blanched;  aiad  the  following  maiks  of  vio- 
had  their  suppieloTiS  raised,  went  but;  to  search  leocfe  ^res^nted  themselves  : — i  be  Ljwer  jaw- 
in  the  gig-house  while  the  prisoner  com-  bone  was  fractured  about  an  inch  from  its  ar- 
rmneed    washing-     They    saw    at    this    time  i  tiouiation  with  the  upper  jaw  on  the  left  side, 


They  then  searched  the  bed-room,  where  tiu-v  were  mucii  lacerated,  apparently  by 
found  nmrks  of  blood  on  the  earn. a-,  with  ashes  tared  extremities  .of  the   boae,  with 


the  frac- 
extensive 
spread  over  them,  and  in  the  prisoner's  chest,  extravasation  01  bio  id  into  the  cellular  tissue; 
they  found  what  afterwards  proved  to  be  the  aa(i  there  wlis  a  patch  of  eoehymosis  near  the 
afterbirth  of  a  child.  Daring  all  this  time  the  tip  of  the  tonga-.  Its  whole  structure  was 
prisoner  continued  wa-hing,  and  did  not  go  to  ^ach  swelled  :  ar=d  oa  catting  into  it  several 
bed  until  ab'o'u*  8  i)*elbck.  :■  clots  ot  coagulated  bio  sd  were  observed. 

Mr.  E  having  by  this  timefcen  informed  .,  T^e  ^Hote  of  the  left  cheek,  left  side  of 
of  what  had  happened,  a  midwife  was  sent  :for,  ^  &reheaa\  left  ear,  noie,  lower  lip,  and 
and  a  second  search-was  then  made  in  the  g:g-  ri&ht  «?;ebrpw,  were  swelled  and  discolored  ; 
house  ,when  the  body  o:  a  child  was  found,  tn  L:Mt,Tiao  m£a  these  parts,  all  of  them  pre- 
dead.  naked  and  dirry:  lymg  on  its  face  behind  fenfc6'd  extravasated  blood  i'a  the  cellular  mem- 
a  box  at-  the  back  of  the  p-b*,  with  a  little  hay  hrane;  c  vo  contusions,  with  abrasion  of  the 
spread  o-er  it  It  was  taken  uo  and  pat  into  f,lt:icle  abou^  aa  inch  IonS'  aTld  half  aa  inch 
the  box.  The  yig-honse  was  then  ImW  up  ua-  jjf"  jr*  °A  Ujt  l*&  ^^  °?  the  nock:  a  l^tle  be- 
tili  the  medical  men  came.  vuh?rt  the  bod?  of  nma  tUe . ea?-  **n$  a  pimiiar  one  about  half  an 
the  chili  was  put  into  their  hands  for  examl-  jh°n  in  diameter  under  the  ear:  extravasated 
cation  in  thg  same  state  in  which  it  had  been  bl°od  was  als0  foaad  UQii2f  t[ie85  5  a  ^erJ  se- 
found.  i  vere  GJata^iou  on  ike  lower  and  back  part  of 

Thy  floor  of  the  gig-house  was  partly  pared  w'ae  a1, :"*d~ 
and  partly  c  lusewaye  1  The  washing-tubs!  "  Llld  ca8it  Presented  consiueraote  coavexity 
were  keob  on  the  south  aids,  bet  veen  the  gi  r  ^f^/m  a**  on  being  opened,  the  lungs 
and  tWwalL  The  greatest  Quantity  of  blood  pl'e  '^^iwed  o.  a  Light  red  color  on  the  sur- 
wa-in  the  angle  behm  !  the  door  on  the  same  V5^  aal  ll "°  l  l  Ul-lr  m^rnal  fracture,  and 
Bide;  an  I  there  were  oroos  of  blood  lexli'vr  "15  spengj  aai  cfepitant  a^e.ta  the  hagers. 
from  this  so  >t  fcottie  b  -x  a*t the  back  of  the  gi>. '   .Q3^  m  a  ^^a:  "n^sure  aitei  the  cavity  of 

The  following  was  the  nvidical  evident  ih  tLiJ  cue;c'  taoir  ^WQ?  L?!)as  ^^  covering 
the  ease: , tas  Par^a;-Iiuin.     vVe   tui    tie   bloodvessels, 

„r...."      o.'-:'",  .      „     ,  _,  ,,    ,   and  removed   too  lungs  with    the  heart    and 

WibmmSlo^  surgeon  m  Forrar.— Caii^i  th/ na,  ,  t,  t  a,&l;r^i:  th 3  ^hole  n  >ated 
wim  Dr.  b.mcn^  acoonptnma  oy  too  sh.ri^ .  ^-^  piU  m  ^,3r-  Ta^laftS^  when  sep  .rated 
mm  prj.o  irat  r  -u^al,  auUnad;van  examina-  fr0:n  til3  Qthe,  Q  wdgued  fatly  aa  ounce 

Uija  t'l:;i:  boiyofaohdd  found  m  the  gtg-  an(ia  [ialr  and  GO  b3iQg  put  in  Wdt3r  showed 
house  we  ah,  ^x>mmei  pn.oaors  pa?qon.  g,,at  baovahcy-ia  consmerab:e  portion  float. 
^ lade  tvo ^pjportj,  vvhma  h,  proved  and  r^ai  ei  abjVJ  ;il0  allrface  of  tne  wator-aad  wnen 
to  urn  Loart.  ^  .     .     ,     Ci"-  h,r,  j  n  ioier oas  pieces,  e  ion  piece  floated 

!  The  lolloping  is  the  report  as  to  tae  o;;y  a  liS  &-Co^  cjmpre,sl;)a  ;  aad  waoa  pressed 
oi  tin-  cmid  We  emu  t!m  report  as  to  the  underwater,  babbies  of  air  were  distinctly  na- 
prison3rs  person  whmn  u  un.mpoctant,  as  s  m  tioed  rising  to  the  surface.  The  heart  and 
ao.cno.vn.ogrd  kavmg  b.en  delivered  of  the  lUDgs  oont  doe  1  very  iicdo  blood.  The  foramen 
tJli    J-J  ovale  was  open,  aad  the  duet  us- arteriosus  per' 

Foifar.  21$t  A>!,gust,  1849.     vi  ma  bat  collipsid  and  emoty. 

t:  We  this  day  aocompinied  the  .-di-rilf  aid       *•  Oa  dissecting  ba^ls:  the  scalp,   between  it 

procurator  filial  to  the.  manse  of ,  for  and  the  skuih.  a  layer  of  coagulated  blood,  about 

the  puppoffi  ol  ex.i'»iiiii og  the  body  of  a  no »v-  two  inches  m  uiamjtcr,  an i  nearly  a  quarter 
bora  inf.i  -,rJ:  fouad  m  the  gig-lioaso  thore.  Ofaa  in  di  Dhibfc,  w  is  found   on  tie  ioATer  and 

••  O.ioiit'  ai'/iv.i1,  the  body  \va^  presented  to  hack  ptrt  o(  en.1,  heti,  aider  tae  contusion 
us  lying  o  i  a  wo  jimi  log,  and  wrapped  in  an  before  mentioned;  there  was  no  tumefaction 
apron  which  was  much  saturated  with  blood;,  nor  discoloratiou  on  the  crown  of  the  head, 
It  was  a  full-grown  aad  well-proportioned  male  such  as  is  usually  observed  when  the  labor  has 
child,  weighiug  rather  more  than  six  pounds,  been  severe  aad  bong  pro'raeted.  The  etruo- 
and  measuring  from  the    vertex  to  the  heel  ture  of  the  brain  and  its  membranes  was  cat- 
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lara  and  healthy..  None  of  the  bones  o£  the 
skull  wore  fractured.  All  the  vi  cera  of  fci  c 
abdomen  were  healthy.  The  stomach  contain- 
ed a  small  qnant|ity  o| •' glairy  mncus.  The  uni- 
ary  blaJder  was  empty,  and  the  ductus  ve- 
dosus  was  pervious,  but  collapsed  and  empty. 
u  We  are  of  opinion  that  this  in  Hint  had 
been  born  alive,  and  had  breathed  for-  a  short 
time  after  birth  ;  that  the  in  j  dries  on  the  A  :  - 
neck  and  face,  aad  lower  jaw -bone,  had 
produced  by  some  blunt  substance — that  the 
.tongue  had  been  injured  by  thrusting  the  fin- 
ger.-; or  sorae  other  substance  into  thy  mo 
and  that  death  had  been  caused  by  the  num- 
ber and  severity  of  these  injuries-,  and  urn  loss 
of  blood  arising  from  -.hern,  and  from  the  um- 
bilicus. All  which  we  certify  on  soul  and  eon- 
bcuance.         ^Signed)  Alex.  Smith.  M.Ih 

William  Steel,  Surg." 

Cross  examined  for  Prisoner. —  Interred  that 
the  infant  had  breathed  from  the  appearance 
of  the  lungs.  It  had  breathed,  an  1  therefore 
was  born  alive.  Chi  hi  can  breath  without  be- 
ing wholly  expelled  from  the  mother.  If  it 
breathes  Without  being"  espgrlehil,  the  appear- 
ances would  to  a    considerable    extent    be  the 


saofe,  but  not  developed  to 


■  iii3    extent 


It  is  possible  that  a  chdd  not  fully  expelled, 
might  cry.  i  1  as  heard  a  child  cry.  chough  not 
fully  expelled.  The  child  has  breaiimd  It' it 
cries.  If  the  child  had  cried  and  breached  be- 
fore full  expulsion,  the  ap'pearaifes's  would 
not  be  so-much  developed  as  if  it!  hid  breaibo 
ed  for  some  time.    The  state  of  the  lun^s  was 


the  main   reason  for    holding   th; 


child 


Lai  been  born  alive,  I.  e  .  wholly  expelled. 
Knows  Tavior"s  book  of  Medical  Jiirispfa- 
rlenee,  and  that  his  opinion  is  that  respiration 
is  not  proof  that   the  child  A    born  alive;    but 

that  it  has  breathed.  Thinks  that  it  miy  have 
been  incautious  to  etxte  in  the  rep  art  that  the 
child  had  been  b  m  alive.  Must  coalers  that 
it  would  have  been  better  to  have  raad ;  ihQ 
report  with  some  qaalihAa  ions;  and  pat  it  a^5 
to  child  having  biea'th.e&l 

All  the  ibjames  were  on  the  head  and  neck, 
it  is  possible  that  a  female  in  the  extremity 
of  labor  might  make  forcible  aste-rmts  tode- 
liver  herself  (Natural  presentation  or  child  A 
bV  head,  hence  marks  of  such  attempts  would 
be  found  ab  jut  heod  and  neck.  That  is  where 
he  would  expect  to  Had  them.  Medical  men 
must  sometimes  use  pp-eat  fordei  Inftrrv  m'av 
be  caused  by  ioexoerumc  m1  hands.  Ciia  tav 
that  more  injury  may  remit  from  attem'pts  at 
delivery  by  toe  oldtner.  Has  bred  obliged  in 
delivering  women  to  use  ail  his  force.  It  is 
difficult  to  account  for  the  fra3tare  of  jaw- 
bone by  any  ordinary  attempts  of  -no  her  to 
deliver  herself.  Dos  not  thina  th.m  a  proba- 
ble cause,  it  is  possible,  bo  n  >t  vor?  tit  ibli- 
ble,  that  it  may  have  been  from  a  rail  A  fall 
on  the  causeway  was  more  likely  ta  have 
caused  it,  or  a  fall  cm  the  edge  of  a  tub  Aon 
a  considerable  height,  it  might  possAiy  oe- 
eur  from  a  fa'l  from  the.  arms  oa  a  Similar 
projecting-   substance. 

Jius  read  of  bones  being    fractured   by  nat- 


ural expuhsive  action  of  womb.  Thinks  that  la- 
bor in  this  ea&e  was  rapid,  and  might  have 
htc-r,  Kwm'O.  "Could  the  injury  on  the  back  of  , 
the  head  hare  been  caused  by  a  fain;'  t:Tbo 
q  ij  ■■.  tity  of  extravasated  bio  id  thete  was  pp% 
sid.e,rabie,  and  that  renders  it  Le^s  likely  that 
tt  A  mi  A  be  Aum  a  ih.il,  but  it  As  possible,  that 
I  tin's  iojury,  too,  mi^ht  h'avjs  been  from  a  fail." 
|  "i.  ere  the  injuries  on  the  tongue  1  kely  to' 
have  been  causer]  by  the  mother  in  aiding  de- 
livery 'A  "Yes,  if  she  used  very  great  vio'encc. 
The  eeohymoee  1  marks  might  mors  readily  bo 
accounted  for  by  Aborts  of  the  mother/5 

All  these  marks  could  not  have  been  ocea- 
Ann^d  idher  death.  Extravasation  oA  blood 
might  be  caused  within  a  few  lours  after 
death — -the  blood  is  thinner  and  the  tAsw^ 
more  readily  infiltrated.  Severe  blows  or  fblA 
roight  cause  extravasation.  Does  not  think  tbo 
injury  on  tongue  could  have  been  produced  aft- 
er death.  Appearances  of  injuries  inflicted 
during  labor  would  be  the  same  as  those  ini- 
Siefisd  after  birth.  They  have  the  same  char- 
acter. Women  often  miscalculate  tiuir  tim*, 
CousAmOiie  exertion  may  bring  oa  labor 
pains  prematurely. 

Re-examined. —  Does  not  think  tra'-.  the  de- 
livery was  prorracted,  from  the  absence  of  ap- 
pearances wmch  occur  in  such  cases.  When 
he  spoke  of  die  pa-si bdity  of  injuries  from  falls 
meant  at  least  as  high  as  from  oris  >n-r's  arms. 
s  not  think  ail  could  have  arisen  from  one 
oAL  It  is  not  very  pr  mania-  but  it  is  a  possi- 
bility that  the  ioj ury  on  baek  oi  head,  and 
Dryer  of  blood,  as  mentioned  in  t'ae  report, 
might  be  caused  by  a  fail  from  a  height  of 
o ore  feet.  Thinks  ohihl  had  not  fully  breath- 
ed, i.  e.,  as  much  as  if  fit  had  lived  some  dyy 
The  appearances  in  the  lungs  were  such  as 
he  should  expect  io  a  child  which  had  been 
h..rn  alive,  and  fead  mtxi  afmr  ceased  to  live. 
The  lungs  were  such  as  if  the  child  had  dive 'I 
a  fewmoiUtes.  Sound  of  the  cry  of  a  child  m 
tiro  act  of  birth,  is  not  so  vigorous  us  the  cry 
of  full  born  child. 

Bf  t'ic  Cuiiri  — Perhaps  the  passage    in  the 
report  as  to  the  chili  having  been  born   alivo^ 
should  he   thai   oar    opinion,  was   that  it    haA 
breathe i,    but  that  it  Was  impossible  for  .us  to 
state  whether  or  not  the  whole  body  had  been 
txpelled  previous  to  its  hanug  breathed.   It  U 
impos.dhie  to  say  it  it    iiad  breamed   after  the- 
.vo.ae  oohy.  vsras  expAlei.    loipossihle  to  sayAf 
r«opha;i;;[\  hah  ta'm-;  poice  during  bi/D),   ant 
ei    before    expuAojn,    or    whether   it  hid 
breathed  after  it  was  born.  Cortaioly  it  breath- 
ed.   In  report  did  not  mean   to  say  that  it  had 
lived  some  time  aiAr  booh      Impossible  to   bo 
e;>iiti lent  on  that  po.jif.    vVouih  now  word   tiro 
j  report  thus:— We    are    of   opinion  that  child 
I  had  hreaiiiea,  l)at  it  is  impossible  to   fay   taat 
'  it  hai  oreathed  aTfeei"  it  'Mm  born. 

Ales,  fimith,  Mi  i>~-8,vore  to  the  reports. ■ 
By  Cou rt .— Cann 04 say  that  the  facts  ei.w 
ahled  hior  to  say  that  the  child  hai  breathed1 
after  it  had  been  fully  born,  only  that  it  had 
breathed,  bat  whether  aft-r  being  fully  borhr 
cannot  siy.  The  sentence,  on  this  point,  in ■:*&* 
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port,    i*  too    strong;  and   would  require  to  be  VI. 

modified.  The  child  had  breathed,  but  cannot j 

pay  whether  it  was  wholly  born  when  it  bre?.  th- '  o  n  i  m  i  m  f,  f      f*  ft  ft  P    0  t      V  !  r*  Q  !  &  I    t 

ed,  or  wuether  it  continued  to  breatne  aner  it- 

was  wholly  born.    Cannot  say   that  the    child 

was  born  alive,  i.  e.,  wholly  out  of  the  mother's 

made  in   the    criminal  code  of    Virginia,    and 

wliieh  may  prove  interesting  to  those  of  yoi  r 

readers  whose  attention  is  directed  to  the  t>ub- 

i   jeot  of  medical  jurisprudence.     The  principal 


I  take  the   present   occasion    of  mentioning 

,   one  or  two  changes  which  have  recently    been 
body  alive.  Has  seen  children  breatne  ab  soon ,  .  ©  . 

i      j  ii  j      o  .     „,    fi  •   v  o    niaoe  in   the    Grimm. 

as  head  was   expel 'ed.    Seme  persons   turns  a 


On  hearing  the  above  evidence,    the   Crown  i. 

ounsel    gave  up    the    charge   of  murder.     A'J 

t        c     &       ,  1     ,      c        b       „„   „TOa   +i.sI1„  alteration  has  reference  to  the  provision   con 
plea  of  concealment    of   pregnancy    was   Mien  .  .     .     ,  —  7      ..  [T  * 

1 -,       ,  ,.   ,        .      £   ,fo.      x J  ™„  „r   4-v;-     cernins  cnrmnal    abonton.     until  the  late  re 


offered,  a  verdict  returned  in  terms  of  this 
plea,  and  the  prisoner  sentenced  to  G  months 
imprisonment. — Boston  Med.  Joi.rh.al,  from 
Edinburgh  Monthly  Jour,  Med.  Science: 


TREATMENT  OF  UN-UNITED  FRACTURE, 


By  William  Detmoid.   XVI.  IX 


vision  of  il  e  Code,    the  law  of  Virginia  on  this 
t-ubjeoo  was   the  common   law,    accoiding   to 
towaich,    the    procuring   af  aboition    before 
[quickening  was   not  sn   indictable    offence,  it' 
I  done  with  ilie    mother's    consent.     The  alter- 
ation  proposed  in  this   part  of  the  law  by  the 
[revisers,    while  it  made  the  destructicn  of  lite 
|  foetus,  under  the  circumstances  just  mention- 
led,  criminal,    yet  recognized  in    principle   tho 
|  exploded  distinction  of   the  common  law,    by 
I awarding    different    grades  of   punishment  to 
I  the  procurement  of  abortion   before  and  after 
jquio&ening.  And  the   enactment  proposed  was 


mode  of  trc  atment :— - 

"-The  patient  was  a  young  man  :  he  received 
a  fracture  of  the  tibia  14  months  ago.  Before 
he  appeared  at  Dr.  D.'s  clinique,  he  had  been 
under  treatment  in  the  City  Hospital,  where 
an  effort  had  been  made  to  bring  anout  re-uni- 
nion  on  Dr.  Physic's  plan,  by  introducing  a  te- 
t  >n  between  the  fractured  ends  of  the  bone; 
this  proved  unsuccessful,  and  the  patient  was 
still  unable  to  walk  wdthout  crutches.  Dr.  D. 
afr.er  reviewing  the  various  operations  recom- 
mended in  such  cases,  proposed  the  following 
which  is  entirely  new,  and.  which,  if  it  suc- 
ceeds, will  supercede  all  other  operatiens  here- 
tofore recon mended.  He  took  a  large  gimlet 
and  bored  twro  holes  horizontally,  between  the 
fractured  emls,  then  another  one  commencing 
in  the  lower  fragment,  1  1-2  inch  below  the 
fracture,  and  passing  obliquely  upwards  and 
inward  through  the  iracture,  and  penetrating 
the  superior  fragment  1  inch  or  more.  The 
object  in  making  these  canal*,  he  said,  was  to 
furnish  a  mould  in  which  osseous  matter  might 
be  deposited,  an$  form  a  bond  of  union  be- 
tween the  two  fragments,  The    <\  oration  was 


•jeof 

the  claims  oi   the  child  to  the  benefits   tf  this 
operation,  in  certain  cases,    were  overlooked. 

On  becoming  acquainted  with  the  teims  of 
the  alteration  proposed,  1  felt  it  my  duty  to 
make  an  effort  to  secure  the  adoption  of  an  en- 
actment more  in  accordance  with  the  dictates 
of  reason  and  humanity,  'i  he  revisers  of  the 
code  at  once  acceded  to  my  suggestions,  and 
reported  the  following  eluuse,  which  was  a- 
dopted  by  the  legislature  In  principle  it  seems 
entirely  tree  from  objection.  "Any  free  per- 
son who  shall  administer  to,  or  came  to  be  ta- 
ken, by  a  woman,  any  diug  or  other  thing,  or 
use  any  means,  with  intent  to  destroy  her  un- 
born olnid,  or  to  produce  abortion  or  miscar- 
riage, and  shall  thereby  destroy  such  child, 
or  produce  such  abortion  or  miscarriage,  shall 
be  confined  in  the  penitentiary  not  less  than 
one  nor  more  than  five  3 ears.  INo  person,  by 
reason  of  any  act  mentioned  in  this  section, 
thall  be  punishable  where  buch  aet  is  done  in 
good  faith, with  the  intention  of  saving  the  life 
of  such  woman  or  child."'  (Hie  expression 
'any  free  person,"'  at  the  beginning  ot  the  sec- 
tion,   has  reference  to  the  different   grades  of 


home  ;  at  the  next  clinique,  no  motion  could 
be  perceived  in  the  limb,  but  this  was  atirib- 
uted  to  the  tension  of  the  jartsr  from  a  high 
degree  of  inflammation.  Oa  the  following 
Wednesday  the  swelling  had  entirely  subsid- 
ed, the  leg  remained  firm,  and  the  patient  foi 
tho  first  time    c 

his  crutches.     Last  Wednesday    lie    agai 
turned,  he  could  still  walk  without  his  crutch 
es,  but  though  the  limb  felt  fi m    whTe  walk 
ing,  he  fancied  he  could  discern  slight  motion 
yn  handling  it 


performed  on  the  4th   Sept.    Patient  walked"  punishment  awarded  to  free  persons  and  slaves, 


as  set  forth  in  another  part  of  the  eoie.) 

1  entertained  strong  hopes  that  the  revivors 
and  the  legislature,   after  consenting  to    aban- 
don the  oiatinction  founded  on    ''quickening,'' 
in  reference    to  the  crime  of  aboni  n,    would 
hasten  to  banish   it  altogether   from  the  laws, 
•ould  wajfc   very  well    withou'j*1"*  that  toej  would  be  willing  to   substitute 
,aet  Wednesday   he   again  re-   tor  the 'jury  of  twelve  discreet  matrons,^1    di- 
rected  by    tue    ouiimon  law  for    determining 
the  question  of  pregrancy,  a  jury  of  physicians. 
4ut  my    representations    upon    these  subjects 
net  with  no  response. 
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I  Bucoeeded,  however,  in  inducing  the  revis- 
ory and  the  legislature  to  perform  an  act  of 
justice  to  the  medical  profession,  by  the  adop- 
tion of  a  provision  f'r  remunerating  medical 
men  for  services  performed  at  coroner's  in-.: 
quests5,  thereby  relieving  them  from  the  pos 
bible  necessity  of  enforcing  their  claims  in 
courts  of  justice.  The  provision  referred  to 
is  in  the  following  words:  '-In  taking  an  in- 
ouesf,  tbc  coroner  may  require  one  or  more 
phycifians  to  attend,  and  give •  information 
and  render  services  incident  to  his  profession, 
useful  to  the  jury!;  and  reasonable  compen- 
sation therefor  shall  he  allowed,  as  a  part  of 
Gost  if  the  inquest." 

As  the  subject  of  the  adulteration  -of  drugs 
and  the  propriety  of  seeking  to  obtain  legal 
enactments  for  the  prevention  of  such  frauds, 
is  at  this  time  engaging  the  attention  of  the 
profession,  1  have  thought  it  might  be  worth 
while  to  cite  the  provision  of  the  new  code  of 
this  State  referring  to  this  important  matter. 
li  is  as  follows  :  '  ti  a  free  person  fraudulent- , 
]y  adulterate,  for  the  purpose  of  sale,  any- 
thing intended  for  food  or  drink,  or-  any  drug 
or  medicine,  with  any  sub- tunc®  injurious  to 
health,  he  shall  be  confined  in  jail  not  more 
than  one  year,  and  fined  not  exceeding  $500. 
and  the  adulterated  articles  shall  be  forfeited 
and  destroyed  "  This  provision,  though  well 
meant,  hardly  reaches  the  rial  evil ;.  for  the 
tub.-tarices  which  are  for  the  most  part  em- 
ployed to  ad  ulcerate  valuable  medicines,  can- 
not be  considered  8.4  in  themselves  injurious 
to  health.,  L.  S.  J. — Medical  News  and  Li- 
brary for  September,  page  77. 
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FoPPlCN    SfBSTAFCI'S    IN  1  HE    NOSTRILS.— 

While  Mr.  S.  W .  Cummings,  of  Willimantic. 
was  laboring  in  the  field  a  few  days  ago,  he 
felt  something  hard  pass  from  the  inside  pi 
his  nose  into  his  mouth,  which  he  immediate- 
ly spit  Out,  and  upon  examination  it  proved' 
to  be  a  brass  button  about  half  an  inch  in  di- 
ameter. His  parents  and  others  well  recollect 
the  time  when  he  got  it  up  his  nose  ;  it  was 
in  the  month  of  August,  1833,  he  then  being 
only  four  years  old.  From  that  time  forward 
it  caus-ed  him  no  trouble  until  last  winter,  when 
he  had  a  fall  which  jarred  his  head  considera- 
bly, and,  as  he  thinks,  partly  dislodged  the 
button  and  was  the  ultimate  ca-me  of  its  find 
ing  its  way  out,  after  being  a  tenant  of  hie 
nose  for  about  seventeen  years.  I  he  button  is 
covered  with  a  kind  of  bony  substance,  which; 
gives  it  a  rough  and  ragged  appearance. — 
.Boston   Medical   Journal,  Sept.    1850. 


%£&* Dreaming  of  fire,  or  of  blood,  occurs 
chiefly  in  is.iLuomations,  and  before  hemor- 
ihages.  if  tie  patient  dream  that  something 
is  Compressing  his  breast  (incubus),  congestions 
to  the  lungs    or  stomach   are  present.— Svhill. 


The  Geology  of  any  section  of  country,  is 
more  appreciated,  when  it  is  prefaced  by  some 
topogr&phie&l  observations. 

Lamoille  County  lies  between  Latitude  44o 
24  and  44o  46'  N.,  Longitude  4o  T  and  4o  34' 
W.,  from    Washington.    It  is  bounded  North, 
by  Franklin  and   Orleans    Counties,    East   by 
Orleans  and  Washington,    South  by  Washing- 
ton and  Chittenden,    and  West  by  Chittenden 
and  Franklin   Counties.     Its  extent  is    about 
urious;  27  miles  north  to  south,   and  nearly  the  fame 
east  to  west.  It  is  mountainous  and  hilly,  but 
much  less  so,  than  many  other  portions  of  tke 
State  j  it   contains  420   square  miles,   mostly 
vvithia  the  two  ranges   of  mountains,    or  as  it 
is  generally  called   in  the  "Y."    The   highest 
land  in  the  State  is  found   in  this  County  ;  in 
the  'Chin,"  or  north  peak  of  Mansfield  mount* 
ain,  it  is  4279    feet  high ;    the  altitude   of  the 
suuth  peak  or  the  '-Nose,"  is  3983  feet.    These 
peaks  derive  their   names  from  toei*  striking 
resemblance  to  the  features   of  a  man  reclin- 
ing on  his  back,  his  forhead,  nose  and  chin  be- 
ing well  defined.    The  principal   ftivar  is  the 
Lamoille,    which  enters  the    County   in  Wol- 
coit,  and  passes  tut  of  it  in  Cambridge  ;  it  re- 
ceives most  of  the  watery  of  the  County,    and 
coursing  in  a  north-west  direction,    it  empties 
itself  in  Lake  C.hamplain,    south  of  the  Sand- 
bar,   arising   f.om    the   alluvium    constantly 
floated  down  by  the  river.    Waterbury  river 
receives   its   forming   branches   from    Stowe, 
Mansfield  and  Sterling,  and  joins  the  Winoos- 
ki  at   Waterlury. 

The  soil  of  the  County  is  highly  productive  ; 
the  rich  bottoms  on  the  rivers,  the  alluvial 
sandy  plains,    the  higher   rich   marshy   aj?4 
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.■;-;.oa;  &$  also  a  few  containing  Epidato, 
and  others  traces  of  Nad  alar  granite.  Drift 
furrows  or  scratches,  are  abundant  on  all  the 
rocks  in  place,  where  they  have  recently  been 
uncovered,  and  they  all  have  a  southerly  di- 
rection. I  have,  lately,  examined  some  very 
-t  I  fair  specimen^,    traversing    South    I5o    East, 

.some    more   Ease,   while    others   had    a   more 
easily  worked,  others^n  the  contrary,  are  es- L  .  ... ..  • 

J  '  „■,,       ,      .-,   j.    Westerly  .direction,    as  tire    elevations    would 

tremeN    hard   and    refractory,      ine    hardest 


loamy  lands,    ail  abundantly  rewaru    the    in- 
dustrious iigneiutui-ist. 

The  minerals  of  Lamoille:  in  place,  are 
mostly  Talccfe.  and  idea  s!afe  :  apart  of  these 
there  are  many  other  varieties  throughout  the 
County.  Some  localities  abound  more  than 
others  in  silex  ;  some  ottne  rocks  are  soft  and: 


rocks  present  many  figures,. tilled  with  quartz. 
that  carry  evidence  of  having  been  thrown 
cut  in  a  fluid  state.  The  rocks,  in  place,  are 
all  more  or  loss  stratified,  and  in  all  the  towns 
stone  is  readily  procured  for  building  purposed 
The  anticlinal  line  of  the  strata  is  principal- 
ly" from  north  to 'south,  hence,  the  clips  from 
east  to  west.  In  the  upheavings  of  the  mount- 
ains  and  bills,  the  strata  are  but  slightly  frae- 
iur'e<§, consequently  there  is  a  paucity  z£  debris 
ad:-  their  bass. 

The  diluvial  Boulders  are  neither  abundant 

nor  larp-e  :  many  of  them    must  have    escaj  eld 

from  the  Queen's  dominions!  probably  passed 

ihe  Custom-house  duty  free,    and   now  remain 

in    Quarantine.    There  are    small  boulders   of 

hornblende,    argillite,    and  a    few   of   hrucia ; 

there  are  none  of  these  stone?,  in  place,  in  the   , 

i  been  discovered,    ana  a  bed  has  been   worked 


liiect  the  diluvial  current,  to  the  right,  or  to 
the  left.  Our  rocks  are  all  primitive  ;  they  are, 
consequently,  not  expected  to  contain  coal, 
but  Lamoille  county  possesses  great  mineral 
resources. — Carbonate  of  Lime  is  found  in 
Johnson  and  Water vidie,  and  though  it  con- 
twin's  Iron  pyrites  which  color  the  mortar,  as 
would  the  oxide  of  iron,  nevertheless,  it  is 
used  for  this  purpose.  Steatite  is  found  in 
vVaterville,  Stowe  and  Sterling;  that  from 
the  first  of  these  places,  is  the  one  most  in  use. 
Galena  of  a  good  quality,  is  found  in  Morris- 
town  ;  the  Gangue  is  Chloriteslate,  which  has 
pLQt  been  £odiedmtIy  explored,  to  determine 
whether  it  will  repay  the  labor  of  extracting 
it  or  not ;  therefore,  for  the  present,  no  Yan- 
kee will  meddle  with  it. 

Ircn  ore  is  plentiful  ia  Wolcofcfc;    it  has  alto 


State  north  of  our' Coumy,    wn'icB    is  the  evi- 
dence of   their    origin   in    Canada.     We  have 


!> 


granite  boulder?,    tne* feldspar  being  of  a  red 

dish  east  or  rlebh  color: — tli  fir 'locality  is  urn 
Imown.  There  are  numerous  boulders  of  Ser- 
pentine in  the  north  pert  of  the  County,  mor; 
abundant  in  Eden,  g'rnafl  and  sparse  in  Mor- 
ristovrm  This  stone  in  the  n  anufactured  staged 
is  one  of  the  mo-t  UnudiVi  and  ornamental 
minerals    ft.  v.  ml    it         a  :    U  contains  the 

ym/md?m    or,  as  some  v. .  .  iferm'ib',    Amian 

ihmo  (MWH'haiik)  which  ir/a-y  be  spun  into 
yarn,  und  woven  or  knit;  from    one  of  the    va- 
.,   the  Annum '^   n  •    reda'specie- 

of   eh>th    famous    from    tVs    d;,  embustihiiity  ; 
this  di:  I    i*b    for  the    infor- 

mation df  he  Lancet,   who 

i  . >y  no'-  mo/0  hud  t unity    of  seeing 

auv  '  tine    must  have 

come  from    Lowell,    20  nvtlea   north  of  Hyde- 
Li  d   ia  ;..  -    in  tin 

former  jrjavtfii 

A   F< 

;.    .  ■  :     .,,    be^p    dip 


o  some  extent,    the  mineral   being  so   highly 
carbonized,    that   the   bars  on  their   removal 
from  the   forge,  have  he.en  manufactjurecl  into 
edge-tools.  Stowe  and  Edmi  contain  Chlorite- 
date,  much  e.ihpl  <j\  a  in  the  erection  of  build- 
. Qg  i ;    it  quarries  easily,    and  is  of  a  handsome 
pale  green  color.     M-iba   slate  is  more  abund- 
ant and  more  used  than  Chlorite ;  it^containa 
i  gi eater   proportion   ofsilex,   is  hard  and  re- 
>acioiy.     A    few   boulders   of  granite    have 
been  discovered  in  vVolcott,    &nd  one  in  Mor- 
.'  own,    which    is    split    into  building-stone. 
Galena   of  a  rich  quality    has  been    found   in 
Vlansfield  (now  added  to  Stowe  :)   the  locality 
Vom  which  it  came  is  not  yet  ascertained  m 
the  same    town.,    there  is   a  quarry  of  Alum- 
stone  ;  its  surface,   by  the  action  of  water  and 
of  air,   is   covered   with   an   efflorescence    of 
pbate  of  Aluminse,    which  being  carried  to 
he  foot  of  the  quarry,    is  deposited   in  imper- 
fect crystals  that  arc  gathered  by  the  inhabit- 
3  for  domestic  purposes;  the  salt  as_coileet- 
•;  I  of  a  yellowish  cast;   to-.re- 

<     Lties    it  should  pbe  .dissolved 

Ml 
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and  clarified,  when  the  cry state  will  become  i .red  feet  lower  than  the  pot  hole  ;  there  are 
transparent.  Copper  me  has  been  found  ii»jpot-Jicle8'in:many  other  places,  .one  east  of 
Sterling,  as  alfor&n  abundance  of  Steatite,  |  5  to  we  -village,  thii-f  y  to  nlrty  lee  t  above  the 
hbdi  oil  the  mountains  and  of  difficult  access.  |  village,  and  five  feet  m  depth. 
Beautiful  specimens  of  Tale  are  met  with  m|  'ppe  piain  (m  wMvfo  Bydepark  village  and 
this  locality.  Greenstone  is  procured  under  or  j  tpe  County  buildings  are  located,  is  some  two 
at  the  base  of  Elmore  mountain  in  Morris- 1  hundred  feet  abavc  iha  Lamoille  ;  it  has  been 
town,  the  veiu  extending  into    Bydepark.  I  penetrated  to  the    depth  of  sixty    three    feet, 

Bog  iron  ore  id  (bum!  in  several  parts  of  the  and  found  to  be  alluvial  to  that  extent:  the 
County  •  the  most  abnmlani  is  in  Bydepark  plain  is  one  half  mile  in  length,  its  slope  to- 
and  Stowe.  Peat  bp«s  are  numerous,  and  the!  wards  the  river  is  very  abrupt.  From  Johnson 
farmers  ere  $?  canning  to  avail  themselves  of  to  Woloott,  these  avenaceous  plains  skirt  the 
this  rich  treasure,  which  in  its  natural  state,  i  borders  of  the  stream;  some  are  level  and  very 
is  but  a  nuisance.  In  the  eastern  "section  of ;  picturesque,  shaded  by  the  deep  foliage  of  the 
Hydepark,  and  nearly  In  the  centre;  from  N.  Sugar-maple ;  others  are  broken  by  ravines, 
to  S.,  is  a  bed  of  Yellow  Ochre,  several  acres  ;  or  washed  away  by  the  small  rivulets  and 
in  extent;"  it  fpima  a  fine,  durable  and  excel-  j  rains  after  the  subsiding  of  the  Lake,  which 
lent  paint,  susceptible  of  a  diversity  of  shades  |  from  appearances,  must  have  been  gradually 
by  various  degrees  of  ignition.  The  analysis  jdraine  I.  The  Lanmiiie  river  has  cu^  through 
of  this  stone  is  as  follows  :  in  one  100  parts,  j  both  spurs  of  the  Green  Mountain  in  Wolcott 
there  are  07  parts  of  peroxide  of  iron,  a  trace  'and  Juhnson,  making  a  deep  channel  through. 
of  protoxide  of  iron,  17  vegetable  matter,  4  hi- ;  the  towering  and  solid  rocks;  at  the  "Biidge" 
lex,  and  12  tetaoiura.  There  appears  to  be  a: in  Johnson,  the  river  ordinarily  ruehes  under 
supply  sufficient  oi  this  pa:nt  for  all  New  a  reeky  arch  forming  abridge.  Lower  down 
Eno'land,  and  it  is  of  the  more  value,  that  in !  the  stream,  the  water  has  worn  its  channel 
its  preparation  it  requires  no  driers,  as  it  con-  j  through  the  rocks,  and  when  the  river  is  low, 
tains  an  abundance  of  this  ingredient  in  its;  a. man  can  step  from  one  tide  to  the  other, 
composition.  I  Here  appears  to  be  the  barrier  formed  by  rnur- 


',  i    '■  c  .     .  •  „„    nA&\  rocks  which  obstructed   the  flow  of  the  wa- 

gow  not  how  Jar  in  a   communication    oi  j 

,,  .         ,  r    !       i  ,  ,       ,,         ,  ,  .  ters  and  gave  origin   to  the  Lake :  these,    and 

this  nature,    i  should  be  allowed  to  conjecture ;  °  &  ;  ' 


I    is. 
■'■} 


!  other  obstructions  which  I  could  name,  are  to 
upon  aincieni  appearances,    teat  ,ao  not  at  tnis  | 

, '  'T    p     "   '**?  ',  L''!iH  x    ,  h        'me  as   satisfactory  indications  of  the    former 

aay  admit  oi  actual  demonstration, — b,u,t  there)  J    .  , 

i        •  ,  ,  c'  existence  of  the    Lake  I    have    described,    a3 

are    so  many    monuments,    and  .evidences,   ot  i 

.,         •  ,     ' "     e     t    ■,  ■*        i  //       \ii    though  I  were  endowed  with  second  sight. 

the  existence  of  a  jL/ike  in   aajs  long  gone  by,  j  °  ° 

in  this   County,    covering   some    fifty    square  j      1  Kkvfc  been  a3  brief  as  possible  in  the  above 

miles,  that  I  cannot  forego  the  desire  of  giving !  short  and  not  very  systematic  sketch,    having 

a   brief  description    ofiit.     It  extended  from  j  written  wholly    from  memory,    and  I  wi*b    it 

Johnson   to  Wolcott,    Stowe  and  Eden.    The  |  to  be  understood,    that   all   the   knowledge   I 

elevated  plains    in  these    towns    are  extensive  !  possess  of  Geology,  has  been    obtained  within 

and  avenaceous ;  one  in  the  east  part  of  Hyde- 1  &*«  &«*  few  years,  in  my  own  study,  and  with- 

park,    contains   some  500  acres    covered  with;  out  the  assistance  of  an  instructor. 

fcmooth  pebbles,   many  of  them  being  serpent-  j      Vermont,  Oct.  1850. 


ine.  Ihere  are  all  the  evidences  of  an  ancient  j 

stream,  which  I  take  to  be  the  bed  of  Green  j  [We  doubt  not  but  that  our  Headers  wdll 
river,  that  now  empties  itself  into  the  La- 'derive  much  satisfaction  and  instruction  from 
xooiile  at  Wolcott.  This  river  discharged  its  the  perusal  of  the  above  communication,  by 
waters  into  this  Lake,  through  this  ancient  our  excellent  correspondent  "Lamoille."  An 
bed,  forming  the  plain  or  delta.  There  is  a  :  extensive  ranee  of  practice  in  the  Northern 
pot-hole,  where  I  place  the  bed  of  the  river,  j  Counties  of  Vermont,  has  thrown  him  in  the 
some  five  feet  deep,  and  which  is  now  one1  way  of  collecting  numerous  interesting  and 
hundred  feet  above  the  bed  of  the  stream,  one  valuable  facts  in  relation  to  the  Natural  Sci- 
handred  rods  north  of  the  river  and  one  hund-. '  ences,  possessed  by   few  men  in  this  pirt   ef 
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Nov- 


ember 


the  eounirv,  ^-uou  communications  will  at  ; 
times  recti ve  a  welcome  irsseition  m  the  c 
umns  uf  the  Lancet. — N.l 


III. 

(For    THK     NoHTHEKjS    LlfcCtT.) 

[Adapted  fre.a  the  French  of  Borden.] 


(FOsi   Tlii;    NoRIKERN    Lajsc*.t.) 

!  I. 


W  O  M  A  X 


M  P  1 -'./       r  i"i  r*   » a  5 ',  •      J?" 

N  t  W    F  0  ri  iV?  U  l  /£  * 

~Y.  Evans,  M.  D. 


^MORAL  AND 


HER 

HYSICAL  system. 


It  B 


Formula   for  the   preparation 

Powder  :"'• — 

It.  Ipeeacuanh.  conlrit   ■ 
Pulv.  Guffi.  Op.li.         j 

Potass  a?  niiratis. 


Oi 


«tv.*t 


Vfcl  S 


By  Horace  Netg@»?    M.  D. 

[Continued  from  Vol.  1.,  pag3  183] 
The  peculiar  cast  of  mind  which  in  man  in- 
duces him  to  be  always  the  same,  and  that 
which  he  has  once  desired,  he  desires  it  sver 
after,  is  in  woman,  less  the  immediate  effect 
To  be  lively  pulverized,  and  well  mixed.  I  of  her  PnJ«ca*  conformation,  than  the  result 
I  have  found  from  fxperienc,  that  this  pie- ■lQ?,aia  educated  judgment.  One  of  the  most 
ja-atb  n  is  far  superior  to  the  old  formula  and  !  penucioua  effects  of  that  fashionable  pass- 
deeidedly  more  beneficial  in  Rheumatism,  \  lim?1>  noYel  wading,  is  to  make  us  lose  sight 
Gout,  assise,  in  Febrile  diseases:  the  nitre  j  of  the  true  measure,  whereby  we  should  judge 
increases  the  sudorific  properties  of  the  pre-  j  of  thsm-  In  cfiVring  to  our  pleased  and  exalt- 
pnrarion,  and  as  such  I  would  recommend  it  to  |  evi  imaginations  the  lively  portraitures  of  mod- 
(he  consid eiaiitn  of  the  profession.  eIs  of  constancy    and  firmness,    this  species  of 

r)0ce_Kive  grains  to  one  scruple,  m  pills J  .literature  familiarizas  us  too  much  with  the 
or  fcOius,  diluting  iretly  with  tepid  drinks,  beau-ideal  of  perfection  too  little  compat- 
fchoogb  not  immediately,  as  they  are  liable  to  ible  with  human  frailty  ;- by  its  indulgence, 
iidiue   vomitir.y.  |  each  one  flatters   himself  in  seeing   this  idea 

T.  .     „         ~  ,.         r   ,.,  .  '  realized  in  his  favor,    and  looks  upon    him?oif 

roimuia  for  a  Preparation  of  Magnesia: — i  .  .  '  l 

,,,,,,,,  ,  I  as  the  obiect  of  tpecial  misfortune,  should  dig- 

is.   balpn.  magnes.  essic.  ) 

Acid.  Tanaricum.         j  aa  §i 

Bi-carb.  Sodaa.  ) 


Carb.  Magnesias. 

Pulv.  Zingiberis. 
01    Limonis. 


O'SS 

5ss  " 

gtt.     XV. 


Mix  intimately    in  a   mortar,   and   keep   it 
tightly  corked. 

Use. — This  preparation  is  a  mild  and  eni 
cicnt  purgative,  well  adapted  for  children  and 
pregnant  women  :  its  agreable  flavor  complete- 
ly corrects  the  earthy  taste  of  the  magnesia, 
it  has  been  employed  by  many  individuals 
with  great  satisfaction;,  and  will  no  doubt,  in 
«.-])'.  rt  time,  supersede  the  use  of  Seidiitz 
povwlers  by  the  professiua. 

Richmond,  (Canada  West.:  Oct.    1850. 


fi€^Incuhue  is  observed  to  o:cur  in  over- 
Inaqing  <>1  the  stomach,  from  sleeping  in  damp 
jooins,  after  suppression  of  bleeding,  in  hypo- 
<-hondr.a-is,  and  in  htmrt  affections.  In  many 
of   tla'se  eaH's,    one    wouid  be    warranted    in 


appointment  overtake  him  in  the  flowery  path. 
Were  we  more  able  judges  of  the  natural 
state  of  things,  we  should  find  that  a  wise  ia- 
difference  would  probably  supplant  rage  and 
vexation,  for  seldom  is  it,  that  we  are  indig- 
nant at  a  necessary  and  common  evil.  More- 
over, we  are  bold  in  saying,  that  the  fairer 
portion  of  Creation  do  not  require  to  be  invest- 
ed with  all  the  imaginary  accomplishments  so 
freely  lavished  on  them  by  romance  writers  ; 
they  are  at  all  times  sufficiently  dangerous, 
even  with  what  man  in  his  pride,  is  pleated 
to  look  upon  as  faults.  The  reading  of  novels 
is  more  pernicious  to  woman  than  it  is  to  man, 
because  in  presenting  the  latter  with  exag- 
!  gerated  forms  and  features,  it  prepares  the 
j  fomer  for  unavoidable  displeasure  and  disap- 
pointment, and  to  find  a  vacuum,  that  sh<r 
could  not  reasonably  expected  to  have  filled. 
It  has  been  foreseen  that  judgment  was 
not  foreign  to  woman,    and  that  her   primary 


fading  cewhitol  irritation  or  apoplexy.- Sch.  I  affections  seemed  even  to  co-operate   in  faci! 
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itat'ng  the  exercise  of  t  he'd  n  tit  s  prefer  \h  U  h)    month  ol  a   inert-*!.     I  he  hearers    mmVt  hare 


it;  for  iv  (  n  the  one  Land,  the  sensitive  char- 
acter bestowed  f>y  nature,  im|  el?  her  to  do 
ghod  without  exertion,  rn  the  oilier,  it  s.eeptffi 
Lfaat  the  restraint  and  reserve,  to  which  it 
subjects  h?*.  iJiiist;  at  the  pome  time  expose 
her  to  the  painful  struggles  of  virtue.  A  thou- 
sand instances  are  recorded  in  the  pages  o 
History  proving  incontestahly.  that  woman  is 
capable  of  performing  those  act  una  which  re- 
quire a  great  strength  of  mind.  The  enthusi- 
asm of  honor  has  on  occasions,  prompted  her 
to  do  what  in  matt  is  frequently  the  elicit  of  j  sacred  than  any  other: — ^Morbus  hie  nihil 
a  material  impulse.  This  feeling  so  well  cal  !  habot  aids  morbis  divinus  ant  sacifatu?,  eel 
eclated  to  elevate  the  mind  and  to  give  power  j  tandem  %%  qui,  reliqui  morbi|oriu,atar  B&fear- 
indppendent    of    physical   vigor,     barmen 'ze?-  i  l*w  sortitus  est.'' 


oecn  Wmv'?.  with  the  conformity  of  features' 
t-.i  the  sytrp'ohis  i.\baractetisfio  of  eonvui-iVe 
ciscasea.  The  people  ignorant  of  the  cause 
and  nature  of  this  change,  did  not  fail  to  at- 
tribute it  to  something  supernatural.  TrJey 
bet-towed  the  name  of  racrjd  or  holy  disease 
on  Epilepsy,  which  a.-<  we  are  well  aware  is  of 
a  strikingly  convulsive  character.  Hippocra- 
tes who  could  apprcc'a.te  the  opinions  vi'  the 
vulgar,  thosih  employing  the  ordinary  appel- 
lation,   ays  that  this  disease  has  nothing  mora 


beautifully  with  her  quick  imagination  and 
high  sensibility.  We  all  know  'hat  there  have 
been  nations,  where  women  were  as  the  natu- 
ral judges  of  a-1  that  relate^  to  honor,  ar.din 
win  m,    the    dreaded    fear   of   their   con  temp' 


v.  as  the  most  creel  an 


if!  («. 


01  ill 


dal 


[To  he  continued. 5 

(Foil  THE  No&T'HJE&N   liANC^T.) 
1    V    . 


le  Oi  censor?. 


The  majority  of  ancient  nations  believed 
that  woman  bed  a  more  intimate  relation 
with  Disinilv  than  man  j  >she  was  therefore  in 
numerous  instances  the  interpreter  of  divine 
decrees.  We  must  nevertheless  admit,  tbat 
the  opinion  which  had  introduced  the  iisage 
of  making  w<  men  deliver  oracles,  as  with  the 
Greets,  Jews,  Germans  and  other  nations. 
might  easily  have  arisen  more  from  a  certain 
respect  due  the  sf x,  than  from  false  surmifee 
of  ignorance, — for  the  deposit-on  of  man  is 
always  to  substitute  errors  to  the  truths,  of 
wh'eh  he  is  ignorant.  In  those  nations  who 
believed  that  Deity  would  sometimes  conde- 
scend to  hold  communication  with  mortals,  it 
v.  a?  natural  to  attach  certain  sensible  signs 
to  the  presence  of  the  God  who  was  to  speak, 
and  these  signs  must  have  been  drawn  from 
the  state  of  the  person  who  was  inspired  by 
them.  They  must  have  fancied  that  the  Di 
vinity  taking  possession  of  the  body  of  a  man 
or  of  a  woman,  could  not  but  occasion  extra- 
ordinary movements  and  some  degree  of  vio- 
lence. As  soon,  consequently,  as  the  priest  or 
priestess  who  was  to  be  his  organ  felt  the 
first  impressions,  the  senses  were  thrown  into 
violent  agitation  and  disorder;  convulsive 
movements,  wild  and  terrific  looks,  and  words  [ 
uttered  in  transport,  proclaimed  that  the  Di-  ! 
v'nlty  was   going    to   interpret  itself  by  the ,! 


liflTr 
H  U  E  t 


ON 


¥  H  rt  i\  I  1! 


iA     •.V^i.sOii  . 

Dear  Sir, — After  having  employed  with 
veiy  indiift-rent  success,  the  various  reuiedi  a 
usually  recommended  for  the  treatment  of 
Typhoid  Fever,  I  have  found  that  puitulation 
by  Tartar  Emetic  on  the  back  opposite  the 
glands  of  Peyer,  was  the  most  efficacious  rem- 
edy in  subduing  the  inflammation  of  these 
glands*  it  is  certainly  a  gr<  at  agent  in  disease. 
i  can  with  safety  recommend  this  plan  to  my 
brother  practitioners,  ia  this  low  malignant 
form  of  disease.  So  far  as  mj  knowledge  ex- 
tends, Typhoid  Fever  is  considered  by  all 
medical  men  as  a  self-limited  diserse, — conse- 
quently, all  that  can  be  done  in  the  way  of 
internal  medication  consists  in  sustaining:  the 
powers  of  life:  therefore  external  measures 
are  to  be  relied  upon,  and,  none  have  proved 
ofsuchmaiked  benefit  in  my  hands,  as  the 
application  of  Tartar  Emetic 

If  you  deem  this  suggestion  worthy  of  a 
place  in  your  valuable  Journal,  you  are  at  li- 
berty to  make  it  known  \  I  shall  be  pleased 
to  communicate  further  upon  this  subject  as 
circumstances  will  permit. 

I  am  with  much  esteem, 

Yours   truly, 
G.  W.  Mayberry,  M.  IX 

DeEalb,    (Kemper  Co.    Bliss.)  ) 
Oth  October,  1850   j 
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>V!   MBE 


[We  cheerfully    publish  ibe  foregoing  coin-  'eras.!  or  externa!  ca  :  —       a'  d  Is  ae  -onipamo11 
numication,    and    simple   as    Dr.  MVj-bkrry's  with    complete,    ai'd    fc  .  ■■■■   V,    t-ocLtieh 

treatment  may    appear,   it  stakes  us  as    very  .ms?  of  sensation   and    iliitfeidfc!     Syncope    h-  11- 
judicious,  and  weif  entitled  to    the   consider* ! aWe  f°  fee  mistaken    wbh    another    systemic 

r  ,;       T.     r     •",,        ti  J  r»        ,":ii    i,i„-«, -J  affection — Asvkexia.   wbieft  in  it h  pathological 
tionofthe    rroi.ession.     1  he  Dr.   will   always    t  ^         '  L   . 

„    ,  ,  .  characters  an  1  therapeutic  tendencies   differs 

una  our  columns    open  to  eommuni cations  up-  \ 

,  .  ,     x.    iwick-lvirom   byncore,    as  well  as  m  a  medooo- 
witii   tfhich   he  i,       , "    .        „  J .     *  ;  . 


on  this  or  any  other    subject 
in  ay    fa  voir  u  s . — N .  ] 


(Fok^the   Northern  Lancet.) 


si  »a  <>  ?   Si  i 

ITS  REALITY  AND    SIMULATION 

A    MEDLCO'LEGAL    DISSERTATION. 


By  Horace  Nelson. 


u. 


[ConrinaeS  frbnv,  Vol.  I.,  page  222.] 


Genera!    or 


uslemii 


featti. 


-jUsvnexia. — 


Two  other  modes  of  Local  Death  have  been 
described  by  some  writers:  from  Depravation 
of  the  fluid  of  Nutrition,  and-  from  the  Lose  of 
irritability.  As  these  two  modes  resolve  them- 
selves prttty  milch  into  the  two  first  positions 
explained  id  ou>  last  Number, — Death  from 
destruction,  of  'Tis  ties,  and  from  cessation  of 
CireoL=Lion. — we  will  pass  them  with  the  re- 
mark, that  in  the  first  case,  a  want  of  proper. 
or'a'a»mmisih.ed  state  of  the  function  ofres- 
pirath  'A.  miilif  m  a  very  short  time  be  mlldw- 
el  by  d'cteribriEyion  of  the  blood,  which  be- 
comes surcharged  with  caibonic  acid:  in  the 
second  case,  the  loSs  of  irritability  will  occa- 
sion Csoeaf,  and  if  the  ca  iste  is  severe  and  pro- 
longed. General  Death  will  be  the  result, 

We  now   come   to  the    consideration  of  the 
second  part  of  our  subject,    or 

Gesicral    Deatb. 
The  reader  is  already   acquainted  with  the 
two  classes  of  Functions,   upon  whose  health- 
ful berfyr-titancj   is  based:  thee  support  of  Life. 
Real  or  Apparent    Death   maybe   induced  by 
a  special    influence   exer  ed    upon  the  hearth 


legal  point  of  viewr :  it  is  therefore    necessary, 

i  that  practitioners  should    posses?    a    une  dh;g- 

inosis  of  the  .'c&uses.  -and    ayrhptomi  of  either  of. 

these    derangements,    as  also  ql  the    remedial 

assistance,  he  may  be  called  upon  to  give    tne 

suihhrer.    In  the  first  place,    we  shall  consicl  r 

•     see  two  disorders' generally    rr-!p',r^n^  the 

specialities  to  another  part  of  tnis*  Esk&y'. 

*       -. 

Asphexia  is  a  cessation  of  the  eardhtc  mc- 
rh  ns  from  in-eirupteJ  re;- ni  rat  ion.)  in  other 
words,  it  is  that  n<re  of  the  animal  body,  con- 
sequent upon  a  want  of  due  arterialized  blood. 
Lite  depending  upon  a. proper  supply  of  true 
blood,  it  is  evident,  that  if  the  free  access  of 
oxygen  is  prevented  from  permeating  the  nul- 
monary  iisuie,  for  the"  purpose  6i:  exchanging 
with  the  carbonic  acid,  with  which  the  blood 
has  become  iaopvegnu.ted  in  its  passage  from, 
the  centre  of  circulation  to  the  distal  parts, 
asphexia  would  be  the  inevitable  consequence  ; 


other  vapors 


will 


hereafter    be    mentioned, 


prddu.ee  the  same  effect,  and  in  many  instances 
act  so  much  by  their  strictly  deleterious  pro- 
perties, as  from  their  high  degree  of  rarefac- 
tion. 

The  Qduses  of  A  ■spin -x'a  May  be  briefly  enu- 
merated as  follow* :  iltrWiguiatioii:  submer. 
s'on:  exposure  to  non- oxygen  ate  el  vapors- 
external  compression  of  tiie  parietes  of  the 
chest.  pre~£o!i:..g'  lis  dhaOioo  ;  mternjvf  pres- 
-ure  oo.  the  lungs.  fn,m  the  flu  d  of  hjdroiho- 
rax,  or  the  gaseous,  effusion,  oi  pneumothorax j 
una  the  lesion  of  the  nerves  acting  externally 
uoon  the  muscular  .covering  of  the  thorax,  er 
n  ernal-Iy  upon  i\  e  diapfei-agin 'and  pulo-on- 
•i'-y  tislue  itself. 

Symptoms. — The  symptoms  attendant  upon 
Asphexia  are  r'eadi'y  divisible  into  three 
stages.  First  stage. — Sensation  of  distress  in 
the  lungs  :  inspiration  violent  and  laborious ; 
involuntary    aod  intrTectuai    efforts  at  inbala- 


ac*ion,    wiiich    qnieseeut   sace  attended    withjiion,    by  c.iiiing  into  action   the  various  respi- 


abscer.ee  of  perceptible  reej  iration,  may  con - 
tinue  but  for  a  f'Cw  monierits,  or  he  prolonged 
or  hours, —  this  brings  m  to  the  coEsideiatroij 
of  Fainting   or  Syncope. 

Syncope  in  its  generic  acceptation,  is  a  fuJ- 


;a  o:y  mu-veics;  disticss  b^  coming  more  and 
more  urgent  and  painful:  extreme  anxie'.y 
and  agony,  which  continues  but  a  short  time, 
when  delirium  and  coma  supervene,  and  un- 
consciousness rexEoyss  the  patient  from  the  in- 


den  cessation  of  the    heart's   action,    from  in-   iluence  of  suffering  :  various  instinctive    irrcg 
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ultir  and  convulsive  motions  a^iraie  the  mas- 
elea  of  the  trunk  and  liuib^ ;  trie  v^ir-is  of  the 
head  and  face  baeome  turgid  ;  a  blueish  cast  is 
spread  over  the  face  and  lips  ;  pupils  are  di- 
lated, and  the  eyes  are  suffused  and  distended 
Second  stage. —  The  patient  is  more  quiet  and 
appears  less  disturbed;  insensibility  rapidly 
increasing:  the  spasmodic  jactitation  dimin- 
ishes and  gradually  subsides  into  quiescence-, 
and  general  immobility  takes  place.  Third 
stage. — General  relaxation  of  the  muscular 
system:  cessation  of  all  external  signs  of  life; 
the  heart  vibrates  quickly,  and  for  a  time 
longer  propels  venous  blood  from  the  pulmo- 
nary arteries ;  a  few  moments,  the  circulation 
ceases,  and  the  Asphexia  is  complete. 

Pathology. — The  surface  of  the  body  is  in 
various  places  covered  with  dark  or  purple 
spots,  having  their  seat  in  the  mucous  tissue 
of  the  skin,  these  discolorations  are  not  exclu- 
sively found  on  the  depending  parts,  but  ex- 
tend more  or  less  to  all  parts  of  the  body  ; 
they  are  mere  discernible  on  the  face  and  neck 
in  asphexia  from  strangulation,  and  less  pro- 
minent of  all  forms  of  asphexia,  in  that  oc 
casioned  by  submersion.  Cadaveric  rigidity  is 
more  marked  than  in  any  oilier  form  of  sud- 
den death,  and  continues  for  a  longer  period  ; 
the  eyes  are  distended  and  prominent,  and 
the  pupils  dilated. 

Appearances  in  the  Thorax. — There  is  a 
large  accumulation  of  blood  in  the  pulmona- 
ry tissue,  as  also  in  the  right  pulmonary  ar- 
tery, right  auricle  and  ventricle,  and  in  the 
verse  cavse;  the  coronary  veins  are  highly 
distended,  while  the  left  side  of  the  heart  and 
the  whole  arterial  system  is  found  in  an  emp- 
ty and  collapsed  state.  According  to  Bicliat,* 
"the  accumulation  of  blood  in  the  lungs  and 
right  side  of  the  heart,  is  more  considerable 
in  those  cases,  where  the  asphexia  has  been 
gradual,  the  blood  not  being  absolutely  de. 
prived  of  all  its  oxygen."  The  blood  is  thick 
and  dark  colored,  and  rarely,  if  ever,  is  it 
found,  coagulated.  The  lungs  are  of  a  dark 
brown  and  distended,  they  are  readily  com- 
prefsc-d  expelling  the  blood  contained  in  their 
structure  ;  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  tra- 
chea is  highly  injected,  as  also  the  sub-mu- 
cous cellular  tissue  surrounding  it. 

Appearances  in  the  Head. — The  morbid 
anatomy  of  the  brain  and  its   appendages    dlf- 


whetuer  it  has  been  violent  or  not; — in  the 
first  case,  the  sinuses  and  veins  are  distended 
with  dark  blood;  on  dividing  the  substance 
of  the  brain  numerous  small  red  points  appear, 
and  serous  effusion  is  frequently  thrown  out 
in  the  ventricles.  If  death  has  net  been  pre- 
ceded by  struggles  or  violent  convulsions, 
these  cerebral  appearance*  will  either  be  en- 
tirely absent,  or  but  slightly  manifested. 
There  is  one  point  worthy  of  notice,  and 
which  should  always  be  borne  in  mind  in  re- 
la  lion  to  cases  of  asphexia, — it  is  that  in  all 
cases  the  root  of  the  tongue  and  its  papillae 
are  considerably  distended. 

Appearances  in  the  Abdomen. — The  live, 
spleen,  kidneys,  and  the  whole  of  the  abdom- 
inal venous  system  is  observed  to  be  highly 
congested  y  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stom- 
ach has  been  found  ecchymosed  by  Dr.  Yei- 
loly,  in  Asphexia  from  strangulation.  Other 
appearances  are  noticed  in  Asphexia  from  va- 
rious causes,  which  will  be  described  hereafter. 
Theory  of  Asphexia. — This  has  long  been  a 
fruitful  source  of  discussion  for  physiologists, 
Goodwyn,  Kay,  Bichat,  Edwards,  WilliamP, 
Hall,  and  several  others  have  propounded 
more  or  less  satisfactory  theories  which  our 
space  will  not  allow  us  to  comment  upon. 
£he  only  theory  in  accordance  with  our  views 
is  that  of  Professor  Keid  of  Edinburgh,  of 
which  the  following  is  an  analysis: — The  ve- 
nous blood  is  at  first  transmitted  freely  through 
the  lungs,  and  reaches  the  left  side  of  the* 
heart,  from  which  it  circulates  throughout 
the  system  As  the  blood  becomes  more  ve- 
nous, it  disturbs  the  sensorial  functions  in  its- 
passage  through  the  cerebral  vessels,  and  sus- 
pending them  rapidly  it  leaves  the  individual 
unconscious  of  ail  external  impressions.  The 
functions  of  the  medulla  oblongata  are  en- 
feebled about  the  same  time  that  the  sensori- 
al functions  are  arrested,  though  they  are 
not  fairly  suspended  for  some  time  longer. 
Immediately  after  the  cessation  of  the  func- 
tions of  the  brain,  and  the  blood  becoming 
still  more  venous,  it  is  transmitted  with  dif- 
ficulty through  the  capillaries  of  the  lungs, 
and,  consequently,  begins  to  collect  in  the 
right  side  of  the  heart.  A  lesser  quantity 
must  now  necessarily  pass  to  the  left  side  of' 
the  heart,  and  the  diminution  of  the  quanti- 
ty of  blood  sent  along  the    arteries   conjoined 

fers  widely  according  to    the  mode    of  death,  I  with  its  venous   properties,    and  the  ultimate 

.  cessation  of  the  circulation,    being  sometimes, 

->  Recherches  Phisiologiques    sur   la  Vie    et  incompatible  with  the  manifestation  of  vitali- 

la  Mort.  4me  Edition,   page    338.  fy  in  the  other  tissues  of  the  body,  general  G£ 
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systemic   deaclr   is   sooner    ir    later   induced 
This  theory,  consequently,  ascribes  the  phe- 


coa line  our   remarks   to   affeetioas   that   may 
occasion  Syncope.  In  these   as  in  other  cases, 
nomena  of  Asphexia  chicny   to  the  eirculatioi  \  the  derangement    depends    on  obstructed  res- 

of  blood  that  has  not  been  oxygenated  in  the!  piration,  and  are  frequently  morbid  affections 
lung?,  or  in  other  words,  of  b'o  >d  deprived  of!  of  the  respiratory  organ?,  of  the  brain  or  epi- 
the  proper  excitant  agency,  and  subsequent-  nal  rnairow.  The  blood  is  no  long?"  oxygen- 
ly  to  the  arrest  of  the  (Lid  In  the  capiliarie8[ated,  it  distends  the  capillaries  of  the  lungs, 
of  the  lungs,  which  cuts  off  the  current  of  ar- j  and  occasions  the  changes  we  have  elsewhere 
terialbJbsod  from  the  left  tide  ©f  the  heart. !  described.  CVrta'n  cardiac,  s&ctiqnsi  by  iin- 
The  changes  that  now  take  place  are  the  fbl-  j  peding  the  flqw  of  blood  through  the  left 
lowing  :— the  left  cavhies  of  the  heart  iofe©|si.de  of  the •heart,  will  produce  too  same  en-' 
their  contractility •  the  right  auricle  which  gorged  state  of  the  lungs  and  of  the  right 
continues  for  a  time  longer  to  receive  blood  jside  of  the  organ,  as  was  remarked  in  Asphexia 
from  the  v^nse  cavEe  is  the  uliimum  morie,<$.\^  general.  Death  may  originate  in  the  heart 
The  nervous,  muscular,  parenchymatous  and  itself  from  textural  lesions,  not  from  want  of 
other  tissues,  no  longer" receiving  a  supply  of  renovated  blood,  and  its  consequent  stagna- 
artenal  blood,  cease  aiso;  to  act.  nutrition,  se- :ion  ia  tac  Iai!g^  'iTbe  anatomical  diiiereneo 
eredon.  and  calorification  jield  at  last;  oir-| in  tbe  tv7°  states  is,  that  in  the  one  the  pul- 
colaiion  continuing  in  the  capillaries  for  some  j  monary  arteries  only,  in  the  other  both  these 
time  after  it  has  ceased  in  the  larger   vessels.  !aQd  the  pulmonary  veins  are  the  seats  of  con- 

!  gr.siion  :  the  physiological  distinction  is,  that 
in  the  former  the  obstruction  is  chemical,  in 
the  latttr  it  is  mechanical." 

In  oar  next  Nnmbor  we  will  piss  to  the 
consideration  of  the  accidental  causes  induc- 
ing Asphexia. 

[To  be  continued.] 


(For  the  Northern  Lancet.) 
VI. 

REMARKS   ON   HYSTERIA. 


feyiieeise. 

In   Syncope  or  Fainting,   it   sometimes  hap- 
pens   that  the    person   will   fail  without   any 
previous  warning,    though  generally,    the  fol- 
lowing  symptoms   are  more  or  less   manifest 
piior  to  its  occurrence:- — universal  feeling    of 
indisposition,    listlessness    and    langor ;    prse- 
cordial  sinking  •    palpitation  of   the    heart  3. a 
will  and  gid-Jy   sensation  of  the  head  ;  obscu- 
rity of  vibion  ;  diluted  pupils*    ringing  in  the 
ears  ;  quivering  of  the  lips  •  palor  of  the   face  : 
coldness   of  the   extremhies  ■  partial    sweats  j 
flatulency  ;  nausea    and  vomiting;    involunta- 
ry discharges  of  the    urine   and  fro  -es-  arteri- 
al pulsations  very  indistinct ;  unconsciousness 
in  the  majority  of  cases. 

The  Diagnosis  of  Syncope  from  Asphex'ais 

readily  attained  by  proper    attention  to    their  j 

symptoms  and  peculiarities:   Syncope  general-: '°  vIsit  Mifc's  B"'  of  lhis  TllIa6*»  laboring 
/         .  .    ,  c  ,      ,,        ,    .„   ,       der  an  attack  of  Hysteria,   of  which  disease, 

ly  persists  but  a  few'moinenfs.    though  it   has  .        ,         *  ' 

...  ,  1  she   has  long  been  a  suhrect.  On  first   seeing 

sometimes  been  present  for   an  hour  or  more  :  • ,,  i-  '  t  .   ,  ,  ,  ,,        ,  A  ,  ^ 

1  7  ■  toe  patient,  one  might  nave  thought  her  a  suf- 

and  cases  are  recorded,    in  whom  it  continued   0™™  <-^>  on;i,.Mr     u„t  *i     „„ra *  «•    j 

'  O1,!orci  rcom  epuep»y,    but  the  symptoms  ariord- 

f.r  several  days,  -edof  themselves  sufficient  indications  of  the 

Syncope  may  be  induced  by  numerous  cans- 1  hysterical  diathesis  ; —dyspepsia  in  its  various 
e?;  the  following  enumeration,  we  believe,  I  forins  -:  t]ie  alternate  fits  of  laughing  and  cry- 
comprehends  those  that  have  the  closest  baa^!"*8'  tbe  sensation  as  if  a  bal1  roffi'n8  «pvrards 

•    r.  frt    „„c.„i-   rL     ,    a   ■         i           ^  ,  j  from  the  stomach  to  the  chest  and  neck,    pro- 

mg  to  our  suhject,    and  in    whom   others  not,   ,                                     _,                                 '    l 

.„    ,                  ...            ,       L.           .  1  ducing  a  seme  of  suffocation :   headache,    &c. 

epeeiued  may  readily  resolve  themselves.  L~     ,,         ,    . ,             *   ,, 

J  Un  the  subsidence  01    tbe    paroxism,    bhe  ap- 

Syrtcope  hy  Aspkexia.— -Having  considered  ;  pears  much  exhausted,  lyiag  stupid  and  care- 
the  suhjoet  of  Asphyxia   id  general,    we  shall 'loss  of  what  is  taking  place  around  her.    This 


By  J.  E.  Boripii,  M.  IX 

UII usteria  has  in  all  ages   proved   a  fertile 
theme  of  Nosological  controversy." — Gregory. 

A  few  days  since,    I  was  has'ily   summoned 

un- 
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was  the  first  ease  of  Hysteria,  (being  a  young 
practitioner.)  m  which  constant  vomiting  was 
the  most  prominent  and  intractable  stmotcm 

A  ,  X 

which,  however,  was  arrested  by  lar^e  dose* 
of  Tincfc  Opii. 

A  physician  relying  solely  upon  purgatives, 
may  sometimes  succeed,    but  he  will  more  fre- 
quently fail,    where  another  of  more  enlarged 
views  is  happily  successful.    The  first  indica- 
tion is  to  relieve  the  patient  during    the   par 
oxvsm,  at  which  time,   however,    little  can  be 
done.  If. the  attack  is  severe   and   protracted, 
the  patient   young-  and  plethoric,    and   a   fall 
pulse,    blood  may    be  safely   taken    from    the 
BTffij  dashing  cold  water  in  the  face  ;    stimu- 
lants applied  to  the   nose  or    exhibited   inter- 
nally, and  antispasmodics  ar  the  remedies  usu- 
ally   prescribed   in   ibis    disease.     Purgatives 
have  been  found  beneficial   by   Dr.   Hamilton 
who  has  remarked,  that  in  Hysteria  the  bow 
els  are  frequently  so  torpid  as   to  indicate  full 
and  often  repeated  doses  of  that  class   of  re- 
medies. Dyspeptic  symptoms  constitute  eo   es- 
sential a  part  of  hysterical  diathesis,  that  the 
physician  is  naturally  expected  to  direct  much 
of  his  attention  to  them. 

To  those  who  would  avoid   the  influence    of 
this  agre'able  disease,  I  would  recommend  the 
adoption  of   the  following  directions,  given  },\ 
Capurori  in  his    Traite  des   Maladies  des  Fern 
mts.:— '.'<le  iuir  soigheusement  tout  ecqui  pen? 
causer  des  impressions  trop  vives,    et'ebranlei 
le  systeme  nerveux,  tela  que  les  spectacles,  lee 
lectures  eties  jointures  lascives,   les  conver 
sations  trop  libra's,  surtout  avec  des  personnes 
de  different  sexe,  &o  "  Strict  attention  shouW 
be  paid  to  the  regulation  of  diet,    this  of  itseli 
is  one  of  the  be&t  prophylactics;  many   indivi- 
duals  having   been    6,    7,    and  even  14   day* 
without  food,    and  stili  done  well.  Young  per 
sons  die  sooner   from  hunger  than    old-    m^i 
tal   alienation,   or  fanaticism    will  not   hasten 
death-;  Gicely  de  Ridgeway,    in   the  reign    ol 
Edwaid  ill.,  remained  forty  days  without.food. 
Women  bear   abstinence    better    than   men,  a 
Scotch  woman  haying  subsisted  on  whey  alone 
for  fifty  years- 

These  desultory  remarks  may  not  be  with- 
out some  interest  in  general  practice,  know- 
ing that  the  majority  of  the  readers  of  the 
La  kg  ex  are  Physicians. 

Rouse's  Point,    (N.    Y.)  20th  Oct.  1850. 


^The   exprefsion    of  despair   is  of  verv 
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[Prepared   expressly   for   the    Lancet.] 


I.  ;J}isi?ase  ©£  Children.    By  Br    J 
,eo^'u    t!i^     ie  ^^^  <*/*£ aflWciion 

hive  bin  i^^;  ;u'VUiioU  mww  to 

::;;;.--;;;«-;-  <i  by  Medmal  liters;  he 

-  to  p^ueye  u  oi    cardiac  or  ban  •  tha 
fVinotooxs  art?  ■ i  o   ';  .**? 

or  tHrd  l"hfh^  Hh&  ™<1  of  the  second 
"I tlV  ,  fft,i(altw  blfth>  When  suddenly  the 
ti^A^T*  ^JP^ilu^in^ 
I'l^'f  K*Wm&  eye,  deed,  ami 
n,^:      .'^T      iy    W»f,   in  two   or   three 

",  1    ^  *     V^'1"8',  a^  &W    the  Ciiseasa 
^:    .Vf  ^iMf s  !at^i7    I'he  child  nev- 

;;°;:;i'^uS'  he  °^  W*U<V*j  no   distortion 

uh-ieal  sutfermg;  j0f  both  uurm^   toe   livid 
and  natural  state    elm  ,  fcfi  i  ;  b    i-  a 

r  ;,v     .       ,         '  Clit'  CI?u<j  i-  motionless. 

,a^V^        eBCad^>Led   WttS    '""    partially 
u  w.,.i-  emetics  ctWng   no  vomiu.g,  a  J 
nothmg  but  mucus  Rowing  Ue    dn,    sua' 
nun  oi  purgateves  ] 

a  jb1";.?°,fe.V;^ie  bod*  fe  «**<*  warer  f<tf 

H '    "  '  ;  b,'Sier    tut-"e    "bJomsu,  and 

coid  water  to  tn<>  \  ^-ri       a^  ' 

-  f..WpN  :i5S     >a:     As  to^  ^  tiie  child 

a  Ufcen  out  of  thr  ba6a,   yivy    Hvdr-ir   „,«   ;; 
i'ulv.  tihei  -r-    v      .„  u  ^3Jr^i    g«s   jj, 

v.  xiaei  grs,  v.,    l0  be  repeated  everv  hour 

Ueved    iaLiCii'  a<yi"g  m  a  IW  h0Urs'  if^  ^ 


n"  Vf?  ^  ^FmptoHa  ©f  PfetMsis. 
ttjA.  pEAU.— (iy  Union  Aiedicale  )  One  of 
-e  earliest  .ndm.tnm,  of  pbthi,iB   8i  n™J 

JGg<£ro,ta  aa  an  almost   coiit.ta-nfr    ,  «,  J 


^ofulim  silage  of  tke  liisee- 
©int.  By  ihof   W.  K4kkkk.-(N    Y    £ t 

rdm  rin  ubie  winiaal  lecture   by  the  P™f  of 

^oraSa;tk^:Tsflkgnosisof 

Oi  scrofulous  diseases  of  the  ioinia  wa  k„ 
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volved  :  the  lift  is  synovitis,    an  innumniaionj'  violent    convulsions 
cf  the  membrane  lining  the  cavity  ;  2nd,  when  great  severity  ;  had 


the  ligaments  are  involved ;  3diy,  when  the 
disease  is  in  the  cancellar  stru  tare  of  the 
bor.e;  either  of  these  may  exist  sa  &  seperate 
and  distinct  difficulty,  or  they  may  all  be  com- 
bined in  the  same  subject. 

In  examining  one  of  these  cases  we  should 
look  first  for  synovitis,  and  this  is  done  by  bear- 
ing upon    the  heel    while    the    thigh   is    held 


which   continued     with 
not  previously    Leer,  sub- 


ject to  -bun:    chloroform  was   inhaled^    relief 
soon  follow;  d,  and  she  lias  since   continued  ia 
excellent  health. 

^  I.  Collodion  iia  Maimmkry  In- 
ffla'mma£i©n.  By  Prof.  J.  Evans  (North 
V\  e&tern  Medical  Journal,  Sept.  1850.)—  -The 
firm,  so  as  to  produce  pressure  upon  the  syn-  proneniess  of  mammary  Inflammation  to  re- 
ovial  membrane  between  the  heads  of  the  suitkin  suppuration,  is  ovdngip  the  great  vas- 
bones :  and  it  there  is  inflammation  in  that  eulariry  or  the  organ,  and  ito  loose  and  flaccid 
membrane  the  piesjure  wiil  produce  great  texture,  which,  allows  the  determination  of 
pain,  and  if  it  does  not,  you  look  seco iidty  for  |  blood  to  it  speedily  .to  result  jii  tfTusion  of 
the  difficulty  in  the  ligaments,  and  this  may  lymph,  which,  in  the  absence  of  the  pressure 
be  dene  by  pulling  down  upon  the  limb,  and  made  by  denser  structures,  is  not  absorbed, 
putting  them  upon  the  stretch-,  also  by  twist-  'but  results  m  the  secretion  of  pus.  The  most 
ing  it,  which  will  produce  the  same  effect  and  prominent  indication  of  treatment  is  to  over- 
cauee  pain  if  they  are  diseased.  If  you  detect. ;  come  toe  freedom  with  which  the  blood  is 
no  tenderness  in  either  of  these  examinations  forced  in  the  mamma,  and  By  compression,  to 
you  will  probably  find  it  in  the  head  or  can-cause  the  absorption  of  the  iym'phj  as  is  done 
cellar  structure  of  one  or  the  o  her  of  the  by  the  roller'appiied  oh  the  extremities,  in  va- 
bones.  It  is  seldom,  however,  that  the  disease  riuus  forms  of! inflammation. 


is  confined  to  the  head  of  the  bone,    except  in 


[With  thisiobiect  in  view,    the  Prof.,  appli- 


its  early  stages:  more  commonly  all  the  struc-  ed  a  complete  coating  of  Collodion,  to  obtain 
tures  are  involved,  and  ultimately  anchylosis',  the  benefit;  of  its  contractile  properties,  and 
or  a,  union  takes  place  between  the  heads  ofj  relates  five  cases,  wherein -this  "agent  was  em- 
the  bones,  and  motion  is  lost. 


oc  ;  one  ol  the 


IV.  diagnosis    of    l^emoxal    Her 

ni«.     Hv    Dr.    W.    H*     VanBuken.     (Id.) — i 

;fJ'r   A     .  ,.   .     -,   ,  v  r   v     /    /.chili  tollowea  by  high  jever  and  active  ibflatn 

TDr.   v.B.,   in  a  clinical  lecture    delivered  at        -■         .«■»    „.    i       °         ■& 

:,       t*  n  tt  '    -.   i     a        -i  i    -ii         mation.  oi  Doth  mammse.   Extensive    abce.-s 

the    EeJlevue  Hospital,    desjnbes,    and  lllus-  i,  a  >   4>  ,  .    ,  .  .  ,  ,    ,    ■  ,    ,  n  , 

iixe  lel-t  or  east  had   followed  eaci  <«l   he»    pre 


plowed  with  the  most  happy  effe 

pas?  s  we   subjoin  ] 

Lent  confined  the    third  time   on  the  5th 

Jnue  ;  on  the    7th,    she  was  attacked    with  a 

n- 
of 


says:]— 

Bear  in  mind  then,  when  yon  meet  with  a 
case  of  femoral  Hernia  which  is  doubtful  in 
character,  that  a  tumor  is  liable  to  occur  in 
the  same  situation  from  any  one  of  the  causes 
that  1  have  enumerated  •  s&udy  well  the  char- 
acteristics of  each,  and  you  will  rarely  err 
in  judgment  in  regard  to  their  diagnosis.  1 
will  repeat  them:  1st.  Eniaigement  of  the 
lymphatic  glands  occupying  toe  saphenous 
opening,  from  simple,  traumatic,  or  sympathe- 
tic  inf  animation,    frum  syphilis,    scrofula,,    or 


mamma  became  extensively  indurated,  acute- 
ly sensitive  and  painful  at  the  point  of  the 
former  abee^ses.  Completely  covered  the  in- 
•Juiations  with  collodion,  aud  the  sufferings 
were  promptly  lvheved ;  the  coating  was  ;e- 
peated  night  and  ni  >rning;  aad  m  a  :ew  days 
the  indurations  were  removed;  Seidiitz  pow- 
ders were  administered  to  produce  a  laxative 
effeet. 


VII.  iodide  ©f  P*>tassinm  in    Hy- 
cancer:  2d.  Inguinal  aneurism ;  3d.   Encysted  ds     -  ,aIg#   B     Dr.  jSattajeuum,  (Id.)— 


tumor:  4th.   Varicose  sapheha  vein;  5th.  Pso 
as  afecess.     The    list    would    not  be    complete 

without  adding  that   inguinal   Hernia,    ia  th 
condition  known  as  Bubonocele,  ha-i  been  sop 
po-«ed  to   have   escaped   through    the    femoiui 
ring, — if  I  had    not    seen    the  mistake   occu* 
wittun  the  week    1  should  hardly  think  it  pos- 
sible. 


V.    ClilOEaform    in    Convulsions. 

(L1  Union  Medicaid-.) — Achild  four  years  old, 
had  an  attack  ol  frightful  convulsions  of  yer; 
severe  and  continuous   character.    Chlorofo 
was  administered,    and  in  a  few  moments,  tin 

child  was  in  a  tranquil  sleep,  from  wh'ch  ii 
awoke  the  next  nurning,  perfectly  weii.  A 
jgirl  about  the  age  of  puberty,  was  seized  with 


i  wo  weeks  alter   toe  first    attack,    which  was 
preceded  by  convulsions,    hrr  condition    ia   as 
iuilows  :  pupils. couipietelv  dilated;  eye's  fixed 
and  rolled  upwards.;  paralysis  of   ;he   extrem- 
ities of  the  right  side ;  w   rking  of  the  ntoutfi  ; 
entire  less  of   vision ;  dysphagia.;   paucir.y    of 
urine;  frequent  sighiog,;  rapid  thready   pulse, 
and    incessant    Vomiting. — R.    lod    .Pot.  j^ij j: 
Aqua   ^iv.  M.    A  teaspoon ful  every  two  hours. 
A; ler  continuing  this  for  48  hours  with  mate- 
ial  improvement, —  R    lod.  Pot   Sissf  Aq.  giv 
v as  ordered   >n    the  same    doses;  pupils    con- 
racted  partially  on  the  th'rd  day  ;  very    copi- 
ous; diuresis,    and  the    child    began  to   notice 
tier  attendants,  and  swallowed   readily;    dose 
Iiminishe£J    anl  con.Hnued  for  eight  days  Ion g- 
;r  with  steady  improvement,   when  lod.    Fer. 
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was  substituted  for  the  lod  Pot.  The  child 
scon  recovered,  and  is  now  doing  finely. 

VHP  Nity ©-muriatic  aeidl  iia  He,B» 
itual  Cosiiveii-ess.  -By  Dr.   McArtbur. 

(Id.) — Ciiiid  one  year  old;  habitually  cos- 
tive, aud  requiring  physic  two  or  three  times 
a  week. — R.  JNitrio  aud  Muriatic  Acids,  aa5j« 
Pain  water,  §j.,  M.  Apply  a  little  of  it  with  a 


2ud.  That  for  all    practical  purposes;    it  is 

only  necessary  to  divide  the-  disea-e  intoidio- 
pafhi 


[arising 


it 


any 


spontaneously    vvitlio! 
manifest   cause,]    and    trauma    c,    [tallowing 
surgical  operations,  wounds,  &c] 

pj.  i  hat  tarfar  enietic  seems  to  act  speci- 
fically in  erysipelas,  by  assisting  nature  in 
her  eiforts  to  throw  off  the  diseases  [In  most 
cases  it  vomits    and  purges  after  the  second 

he 


sponge  night  and  morning,    ever  the  region  of   dpse,  or  it  purges  only,  or  vomits  only,  and  th 
tne  liver,  and  right  iliac  region,   until  the  al-  !  ejections  are  green  bile  ] 
vine   evacuations    are    produced    plentifully.        4th.  The  best  method  of  administering  thi 
This  took  place  in  two  or  three  days  after  the  I  medicine  is  by  dissolving  one  grain  in  anquart 
first  application  ;  the    child  not  haviuir    been  !  oi  any  bland    fluid  ;  the  solution    to  be    taken 
costive  of  any  eoasequence  slnc^*ana,  thoifg1i4al&  the  twenty-four  hours. 

feeble  up  to  that  time,    now   enjoys  excellent       ,5th.   That  as  soon  as.  the    tartar  emetic  has 
health.  acted  sufficiently,    sulphate  of  quina,  or  soma 

[  ihe  Dr.  has    employed  the  same .  prepara- !  other  tonic  is  to  be  administered. 


ration  in  adults,    lor  habitual  eostiveness   de- 
pending   upon    torpidity  or   inactivity    of  the 


6gu  Tb4t  if  the    patient  is   debilitated    we 
muse  administer  touics  &t  the  same  time  that 


liver,  and  almost    with  invariable  success.    He    we  give  the  tartar  emetic 


avoids  its  use,  if  there  is  local  inflammation 
of  any  tissue  or  organ] 

IX    Treatment  of    Erysipelas.    By 

Dr.  A.  J.  VV-al  he,  (Dublin  Journal.)  [Dr. 
W.  considers  this  disease  as  a  peculiar  kind 
of  fever,  or  constitutional  irritation  producing 
inflammation  of  the  skin,  &c.  lie  says  :] 

1st.  The  disease,  like  srnall-pbxj  measles,  &c. 
is  subject  to  metastasis.—  2  1.  Ifaere  is  always 
the  same  train  of'symptoms  preceding  and  at- 
tending each  case.— 3d,  A  very  minute  dose 
of  tartar  emetic,  which  would  Lave  com  par  a 
tiveiy  no  effect  in  other  inflamma'jioos,  gener- 
ally causes  severe  vomiting  and  purging  in 
this. — 4th.  In  mild  cases,  the  disease  will 
wear  itself  out;  the  part  where  the  eruption 
first  appeared  getting  well,  while  the  disease 
is  spreading  to  sound  parts:  and  this  contin- 
ues untT  the  system  is  completely  rid  of  the 
poison  which  caused  this  peculiar  iever.  Tin 
patient  them  is  in  better  health  than  for  some- 
time previously,  (ihere  are  ea?es  of  this  kind 
recorded  where  the  eruption  passed  over  the 
entire  body.)  — 5th.  It  often  recurs  in  the 
same  patient  at  stated  intervals  ;  or  if  a  patient 
who  nas  had  an  attack  lives  irregularly,  he  is 
almost  certain  to  suffer  from  a  recurrence  oi 
the  disease. —  6th.  That  it  is  propagated  by 
contagion  will  most  probably  be  acknowledged 
though  I  have  myself  seen  but  two  instances; 
■^yet-ili-a-ajbeervauons  of  Lawrence,  Cdpeiand, 
and  others,  appear  nTT"fibi:-  lj»wi»n  prrVj  .^.^ 
[He  nest  considers  the  antiphlogistic,  and 
the  stimulant  or  tonic  plans  of  treatment,  lie 
gives  the  result  of  his  experience  founded  on 
63  cases,  in  which,  whether  the  disease  was 
high  inflammatory,  low  .typhoid  fever,  or  there 
were  vomiting  and  purging,  he  begins  the 
treatment  by  administering  the  tartar  emetic. 
He  draws  the  following  conclusions  as  a  sum- 
mary of  his  remarks  :] 

1st.  That  erysipelas  is  a  constitutional  dis- 
ease, depending  on  a  morbid  stale  of  the  blood  : 
and  that  the  eruption  and  fever  are  the  means 
nature  takes  to  get  rid  of  &he  poison. 


/tii,  i hat  under  this  treatment  the  erysi- 
lelatjous  inflammation  may  spread,  but  not 
mth  the  same    Violence,    nor  to  the   &a  ie  ex- 


df 


v. 


m 


til. 
aken 
x  or 


v 


1    P 


withltne  same    violence, 

tent,ps  if   toe  disease  were  left  to 

btu.  ihat-we  shall  often  require  to  give 
aperient  medicine  during  the  course  of  the 
case,  ks  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  ktep  the 
bovjJeiK  free  [R.  HI.  rhei  co.,  • 
[**•  g-r  j  :  ui-a'gte  into  a  pill,  two 
a;  w^Jpe,  and  repeated  if  nece  siry 
hours.] 

;  i^c:\i  applications  are 
ry,  t«iu  or  ten  iriidrmuo?.  [  i'tte  Dr., 
idiopathic   erysipelas,  .allows  the 
venjed  starch   to  gratify    the    pafeib, 
'j::  in  a  tic  i(>--iu.  the  port  is  to  he  covered  with 
a  large  linseed  meal  poultice.] 

II) th-.  That  incisions  are  not  necessary,  ez- 
cent;  in  the  third,  or  suppurative  sta^e  •  and 
it  file  anUuionial  treatment  be  early-  re-or bad 
fcolit  very  rarely  occurs  that  suppuration  will 
tale  place. 

[Dr.  IV.  disapproves  the  use  of  local  apoii- 
eaf4ons,  8ave  t?iy  mercurial  ointment,  which 
isfernployed  for  its  constitutional  a,;d  not  local 
eaects,  and  considers  them  dangerous  without 
cjtistitutional  treatment,  and  with  it  u.-meoes- 

^  *9X  J  •  1 
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""  I .  C©2i-cnitai   CQllobema  Iridis. 

—  By  Dr.  A.  Garwood.  (North  W.  Me;d.  Jour> 
Sept.,  p.  217.)  — The  patient,  ten  years  of.alge4 
exhibited  the  fissure  extending  from  the  pupi 
to  the  infeiior  ciliary  margin  of  the  iris;  the 
eye  had  a  peculiar  staring  appearance;  it  was 
myopic,  but  the  sight  was  as  good  as  that  of 
short-sighted  people.  The  DaTthought  that, 
from  the  largeness  of  the  pupils,  the  child's 
vision  might  be  better  at  night,  hut  the  mo- 
ther had  not  observed  that  it  was  so.  The  iris 
vibrated  upon  every  motion  of  the  aqueous  hu- 
mor, and  appeared  very  much   attenuated. 


so 


:-,  /  , 
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II.  ExtraorcHii&i'y  Ltength  cV  the 


Umitilica!  Cei-iS.-Bv  Dr.  Tj -  •  k.  C**-"« 
Med.  &  Surg.  Journal.)— Thr  umbiii&al  cord 
measured  5  feet  9  ir.cbes  in  length,  and  ••• 
entirely  free  from  the  knotty  an**  ■  .,.  ■  >e  ap- 
pearances noticed  in  most  cases.  The  ohilu 
•weighed  between  6  and  7  pounds,  and  was 
very   emaciated. 

Dr.  Tyler  Smith,  in  the  London  Medical 
Gazette,  relates  another  case  where  die.  cord 
was  59  1-2  inches  long,  or  I  1-2  inch  longer 
than  that  in  Beaudslcquts's  caw.  Such  an 
extraordinary  length  of  the  umbilical  cord  il- 
lustrated one. of  the  causes  of  funis  presenta- 
tions, and  also  the  power  of  foetal  eirculaiio 
In  D-.  Smith's  ease,'  the  length  of  the  bio 
vessel?,  from  the  placenta  inclusive.  andi>e 
yond  the  umbilicus,  was  upward-*  of  ten  -ft 
or  even  longer  considering  the  spiral  arra 
merit   of  the  umbilical  arteries. 
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•i  few  dUys  sln.ce  we  received  a  g?r> 


p  •! 


phlei  with    the  above  title, 


IfoSQ 


ed  to  the 


,111  .  X.?.ct aiiosa  in  a  Mas.-%  ,  Dr 
C.  W.  Horner.  (Med.  Examiner.)— Th^Jsub- 
ject,  a3C.  22.  notice'!  on  the  10 ch  Fob  ,  a*  en- 
largement of  the  left  breast,  which  kcrft  in- 
ert a^ing  for  four  or  live  weeks,  till  it  had  at- 
tained the.  size  of  that  of  a  female  niiasing 
Qo  examination,  $he  gland  was  found  lalgtly 
developed,  and  filled  with  mills  in  nov*i&l-dli- 
fv-ring  from  that  of  a  mother.  His  Ire.ab  h\ 
g  >.od,  and  the  other  breast  natural.  Soap 
ter  was  prescribed,  and  coin  pi  ssloa  oxdclred 
Aster  full  six 'Reeks  of  this  treatment,  lthe 
giai  d  returned  to  its  usuul  s  ze.  I 


IV  .  I£xpiil§i©n    ©f  the   JFeeiiis 
tlie  BXouth. —  "L'Union  Medical e"   rela 
that    a  Spanish    woman,    during    ihe    seCo 
Btage  of  Fellow-Fever,  vomited  with  great  dif- 
ficulty",   the  body    of  a  foetus    of  tour  months, 
perfectly  developed  ;  and  a  few  minutes  aftc 
the  nlacenta    was  delivered    in  the  same  v.  a 
Thepatient  died  on  the  next  day.  and  toe  a 
tonsv  discovered   the  uter.as   much    increase 
in  size,  and  between  it  and  the  vagina  an  al 
normal  cavity  communicating  with  the  inte 
tine  by  an  opening  four  inches  m  diameter. 


V.       Vicarious     Menstruation 

By  Dr.  B.  F.  Richardson.  (Western  Lan< 
June.) — At  each  regular  menstrual  period  the 
discharge  takes  place  from  the  anus  instead 
of  the  vagina,  arid  continues  about  as  lor>£.  in 
quantity  it  is  about  the  same  as  the  normal 
menstrual  discharge.  The  fluid  does  not  coag- 
ulate ;  its  disharge  is  usually  preceded  by  unV 
easiness  and  paia  in  the  lower  part  of  the  in- 
testine, it  is  not  hei  '  idal,  and  there  is 
no  reason  to  s&speefc  a  recto-vaginal  commu- 
nication Dr  Rogers,  (England,)  reports  a 
case,  in  which  Wool  ooned  from  the  tips  of 
too  fins-  rS- 


American  Medical  Association  by  the  Medical 
Faculty  of  Harvard  University.  From  appear- 
ances, our  copy  must  have  gone  the  rounds  of 
many  a  mail-ba-^  hefoce  reaching  the  riMit 
one.  However, -bite  as  it  is,  we  may  kiy  that 
it  demands  the  earnest  attention  of  the  Medi- 
cal Press  i  portion  of  which  has  already  ex- 
pressed an  opinion,  in  some  instances  not  over 
lattering  to  tke  "  Under- Writers,"  and  justly 
too,  we  should  *ny. 

f  lis  a  ;c.ax-nt  is  indeed  a  singular  on?, ; — 
the  viewe,  too  parody  and  ma;ji;c>t;y  interesiei  ; 
the  opposition  to-$he  wishes  of  the  Association  j 
the  futile  arguments  and  defecrive  eonblusi©nB| 
the  under-rating  of  American  capacity  ;  the 
hired  manner  in  which  all  this  has  been 
thrust  upon  the  public  j  and  the  five  dollars 
ior  thai  u  adverti^enmt;" — mdke  it  unworthy 
of  the  Faculty  of  an  institution  ranking  as 
high  as  that  of  Harva  d  and  tend  to  reflect 
DJUriously  upon  the  cause  of  Medical  Edaca- 
tion,  and  the  integrity  of  the  Profession. 

In  oar  nest  number,  we  shall  devote  more 
attention  to  the  " Views "  of  ;he  "seven  wise 
men"  of  '*'■  modern  Athens. v — N. 


CLIM1CAL    INSTRUCTION. 

The  illustration  of  cl;sea3e  upon  the  subject 
in  sight,  in  the  only  true  method  of  impircing 
to  the  student  o,r  younig  practitioner,   that  in- 
formation relative  to  medical  arid  surgical  af- 
fections which  lie  may  bo    called  upon  at  any 
moment   to  attend.    The   history,   symptoms^ 
diagnosis,  complications,  aad  treatment  of  one 
single  case    of  the   kind,    explained  by  a  com- 
petent  instructor;    is   worth    the    reading     of 
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vuki'iK:M   da' tlie'sarae  subject.    IF'-a   case  be  of| a  long    life    and  a  prosperous   career.  .There 
unusual  importance,  the  Lecturer,   who  w  ex- 
th rfenced    arid  well  mad,  will  in-  poe  course  c 


the  demonstration^   eorcmiinicafe  !o  the  pupil 

the  ret-uU    of  jta  rf  of  Stlidy  .  at*d  observation 
together   with    a   variety    of  information   no 
■where  else  to  bo  obtained- 

Our  leading  Schools  i*ave  add$d  Clmiqnes; 
medical,  surgical,  and  obstetrical;  to  their  cur- 
riculum; and  these  now  form  t ha  main  fea- 
ture of  attraction  for  the  gnat  number  of 
]f0u£g  men  who  crowd  the  theatres  of  s'elioois 
•where  they    may  see   and  learn,    rather    than 


may  bo  something    in  ir-suing    16  pages  semi- 

rntTnthly    instead    of  32   at  the    close  of  each 

month  :    the  news  are  fresher,    and  the    work 

looks   cucjp.     After    our  friend    has  eeen    the 

Lakcet,    he  probably   will  conclude    that  the 

Register  is  very  far  from  being  the  cheapest 

journal    in  the    United    States.    He  will   also 

perceive  that  we  have  already  culled  from  its 

pages,    as  ws  shall  often  have    occasion  to  do, 

for  in  carrying  out  Hs  intentions  relative  to 
Mat-e.ria  Mediqa  and  Pharmacy,  the-  Editor 
will  render  the  Rkgis'teji  useful  for  reference, 
and  as  such  it  will  be  doubly  weleonie  to  our 

^bie.—N. 


ITS  n 

u  h 


patronize  those  with  lower  fees  where  all  that 
is  taught  is  merely  heard,  the  rest  being  pro- 
bably taken  for  granted.  The  Medical  oe-^-a 
commences  this  month,  ami  the  campaign  o- 
pens  with  flattering  prospects  ]  from  advices 
from  New-Yerk,  we  should  juu^c  that  the  ooa.-Of^  to  t 
mmvm  of  Students  v,iiL  far  exceed  that  of  any  |  „Wb  are  no|  ^tyibri  that  this  clinique 
former  S'e'ss'fon-  Nor  isit-tobe  wondered  at!  ^iajg  ^QQQ-cae  a  great  favorite  with  the  young 
when  to  ihe   three  Schools,    the  different  Hos-|  practitioner,   and  medical  students  in  general. 

Perhats  in  no  other  institution  in  this    coun- 


ii     U  C  I  lYi  U  L  U     o  v  L  1  PU  lj  U  t  , 

Haflfords  us  much  pleasure  in  transferring 
to  oar  columns  the  following  well  merited  tri- 
bute   to    Or,  Detmold,   to  be   enabled  to  sub- 


pitals  &nd  Iii'firmaries,  we  :&ddjfhe  several  ex- 
cellent private  teachers  and  their  tcLeou  and 
the  consequent  spirit  of  emulation  and  hi  affa- 
ble rivalry  actuating  all  interested  to  furnish 
the  student  with  opportunities  no-wliere  sur- 
passed in  the    country. 

Wishing  to  keep  our  readers  "posted  up" 
on  the  latest  mSdieal  intelligence  at  home  or 
abroad,  we  trust  that  arrangements  which  we 
are  making  to  be  furnished  with  weekly  re- 
ports of  the  public  and  private  Gliniques  of 
New- York,  and  aho  from  the  Albany  Medical 
College, — in  order  to  draw  up  our  monthly 
abstract, — will  be  completed  in  time  to  pre. 
eeot  the  first  of  the  series  in  ournext  number. 
Anart  from  the  great  amount  of  invaluable 
information'  which  these  reports  will  convey, 
they  will  point  out  where  "the  greatest  good 
cf  the  greatest  number  "  is  to  be  found. — N. 


comn 

X  ■;   n 


e  world,  is  there  exhibited  a  greater 
of  interesting  disease,  and  but  few 
rhere  sound  practical  knowledge  is 
leafed  in  a  more  impressive  manner, 
aical  teacher,  Dr.  Detmold  has  few 
ip<  riors.  His  happy  system  of  examining  pa- 
tients Lis  great  familiarity  with  disease  ii 
all  its  phases,  his  clear  analysis  and  pion-pt 
interpretation  of  symptoms,  not  to  mention 
his  well-known  skill  in  operative  Surgery, 
are  qualities  which  peculiarly  fit.  him  for  the 
work  oi  c  inical  ins-tructiimt," — N.  Y.  Medical 
Gazette,  October  12;    1850. 


Management, 


*'■    Howard. 


li,     ft    fiLiiV'^i  6  i-Fl  v\     InLmliliiL     QA,  i  tilMU'ilnb  i  t 

Two  numbers  of  this  new  publication,  edit- 
ed by  C.  D.  Griswold,  M.  D  ,  have  reached 
up.  The  periodical  is  a  neat  1G  8vo.  pages, 
appearing  twice  a  month  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  at  one  dollar  a  year  only,— it  being  the 

second  dollar  publication  established  since  the   the  14tb  of  lasfc    September  :  — 

•,-.    ,     t  President,  Dr.    Peltier 


M  fl  \5  T  n  r  A  3       M  r  ti  \  fi  A  I        Q  fl!  f>  \  V  T  I  C  & 
\fl  U  II  I  Ti  t  A  L      \ii  CttihnL      b  U  0  I  £  I  i  £  b  . 

Medico- CiiiRURGiCAL  Society.  At  a  meet- 
ing of  this  Society  held  on  the  5th  Oct  ,  the 
following  Gentlemen  were  elected  officers  for 
the  ensuing  year  : — 

President,  Dr.  Arkoldi. 

First  V-ice  President,      Dr.   David 

Second  Vice  President,  Dr.  Wright. 

Secretary,  Dr.  Gibb;. 

Treasurer,  Dr.  Sutherland. 

Committee  )  Dr.   Scott. 

of  >    "    Gibb. 


Pathological  SobiEiy.  This  Society  has 
been  organized  since  we  left  Montreal,  and 
is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Junior  practi- 
tioners.  it  is  officered  by  the  following  active, 
enterprising,  and  talented  Gentlemen,  who 
were  elected  at  the  Annual  meeting,  held   on 


the   advent  of  the    Lancet,    and  to  both,    as 
well  as'  to  all  others  that  may  follow,  we  wish 


Vice  President, 
Secretary, 


Dr.  Fenwick 

)r.  Gibb. 
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L  L      .....    l  J  J  »\      s  n  U  ?-  ~  i 

The  following  Journals    have  been  received 
in   es change  :  — 

American  Journal*  of  Insanity  :     quarterly. 
:  e  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal : 

week!?. 


III.  Statistics  of  the  Amputation  of  Large 
Limbs,  that  have  bern  performed  at  the 
Massachusetts  General- Hospital,  from  its 
Establishment  to  January  1,  1850.  By 
George  Hayward,  M.  U.,  one  of  the  Sur- 
geons to  the  Hospital.  Boston.  -850.  8vo. 
pp  16.    From  the  Author. 


This  is  a  report  of  the  operations  performed 

^TJ\*    «•  -i    ■**  j-     i        ic       -~~i  i«.,«.«v-  I  during    a  period    of  twenty-seven  years.     The 
The  Jtaifalo  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal ;  .  -&    „  *  '  •> 

.    ,u.i„  Author,  nrm  supporter  ot  conservative  surgery, 

OUT  ;ii\  .                                                                                                                                                           A  l  °      ^  ' 

«/  .___-'_-       . .  ~  ..  ~  i* : ^ xd  ~v  _  ~  .        ' '    a  *.  _  » •  •         f*i 


mo 

British  American  Journal  of  Medical  and 
Physical  Sciences  j  monthly.  (Not  received 
since    Jane.) 

Charleston  Medical  Journal  and  Review: 
bi-monthly. 

Medical  News  and  Library;    monthly. 

New' Jersey  Medical   Reporter:  'quarterly. 


expresses  himself  thu3  : — i;  Amputation  is  oft- 
en performed,  when  it  might  have  been  avoid- 
ed." This  is  but  too  frequently  the  case. 
Many  men,  for  the  sake  of  "cutting  and  slash- 
ing," perform  operations  hastily,  and  often- 
under  circumstances  that  must  be  attended 
with  fatal  results.  To  these  gentlemen  of  the 
New-York  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery;  j  «  Saw-bones  "  school  we  recommend  the  Dr.'s 


bi-rm 


I  I        if. 


j  advice : — uIt  is  difficult  in  many  cases,  to  de- 
cide on  the  best  course :  but  the  operation 
should    not  be  done   without  the  clearest   evi- 

;'  deuce  of  its  necessity,  fee  it  is  a  hazardous  aod 
painful  one,  and  even  when  perfectly  success- 

!  ful,    leaves  the  patient   in  a  mutilated  state.'' 


New-York  Register   of  Medicine  and  Phar- 
macy ;    semi-monthly. 

The  New-Hampshire   Journal  of  Medicine  : 
monthly. 

North  Western  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour- 
nal :    monthly. 

Ohio  Medical   and    Surgical   Journal:    bi  -j  He  adds  farther  :— '  If  amputation  is  frequent- 
j^ojithlv  i  ty  *-oo  *on»  delayed  in  chronic  diseases  of  the 

St   Louis  Probe  '    monthly.  j  limbs,    it  is,  I  fear,    very  often  resorted   to  in 

Western  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  ; \  recent,    injuries    earlier    than  it   should    be. 


j  Many  limbs   that  have  been  removed,    might 

j  probably  have  been  saved ;  but  when  this  can- 

not  be  done,   it  is  rare    that  much   inconveni- 


niontriiy. 

Western  Lancet;    monthly. 

New-York  Medical  Gazette  :    weekly. 

Southern   Medical  and   Surgical   Journal;  J    ence  would  follow   from  a  little  delay."" 

XBOn"DiJ-  We  present  the  following  summary  of  the 

!  different  operations:  — 
Hon.  G.  T.  Thomas  of  Keeseville,  will  please  j      Whole   number    of   amputations    of    large 
accept    Dr.  D' Avignon's  thanks    and  our  own  |  limbs  that  have  ever   been  performed   at  thisr 


I.  Introductory  to  i    e  Course  of  the '|Wnp  1  in  8  1-2 of  the  former,  and  more  than 

Principles    tY'  Practice    of  Surgery    in  the    1  in  3  of  the  latter 
irtmeht    of  the    Pennsylvania 


Kv  David    Gilekrt,    M.  D.    8vo. 
I  p.  !  0.     From  the  Author. 
A  remarkably   well   written     and  sensible 
Lecture,  and  one  of  the  best  we  have  read  for 
a  long  time;— it  is    the  able    production    of  a  I 
:    thoroughly  embued    with  aussnse  of  the  : 
responsibility  of  his  station,  and  expresses  ear-  i 
negily  h;s  feelings  of  interest  in  the  welfare  of 

his  pupils 

II.   am pu tath n  a^ove  the  Shoulder  Joint.    Bv  ! 
David  Gili  ■.  ■■:  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  | 
in    :  v.  Medical  l>  ;p  u  baje  it  pt  th ;  Pennsyl-  | 
vatia  College,    Philadelphia.    8vo.    pp.  Id. 
From  the   A      '    . 

'j'he  report  of  a  very  interesting  and  capital 
operation,  ably  jperfi  rmed  under  most  unfavor- 
able circumstances. 


G9  amputations  of  the  thigh,  — 19  died. 

50  of  leg  below  the  knee,  — 10  died. 

11  amputation  above-  elbow,  —  1  died, 

11  «        below         "  —  2  died, 

A\  32 

The  ages  of  the  patients  were  as  follows  : — 


Under  20  yeara, 

Between  20  and  30 

30  and  40 

»         40  and  50 

«        50  and  60 

"         GO  and  70 

Over  70 


26,  of  whom    4  died. 


5b, 

1         11  died. 

28, 

10  died. 

18, 

-           5  died. 

7, 

1  died. 

4,         "           1  died. 

2 

0  died. 
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j^grNoticcs  to  Correspoadents,  crowded  out. 
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Lecture  VII. 

Age,  continued  —  Personal  Identity]  aster 
iainab'e  by  Family  -Likenesses,'  Resemblances 
to  Persons  With  whom  the  Party  has  associ- 
ated, Ncsvi  Idater'/ii,  Marks  on  the  Limb-- 
and  Scars.  Personal  Changes.  D  s guises, 
Resemblances  the  Voice,  future;  [Can/tics;] 
Difficulties  of  Identity  from  other  Persons  ; 
Identification  of  Dead  Bodies.— Witnessing 
Wills  by  Medical  Men.  Whose  Wills  arc 
Legal  [Requisitions  of  the  Law.  in  Jit 
Stale  of  New  York,  respecting  Wills  ;  Num- 
ber of  Witnesses  to  Wilis,  required  in  the  va- 
rious States  of  th e  tin  id n .  ] 

Gentlemen: — Another  circumstances  ma- 
terially influenced  by  age  is,  personal  identity . 
This  is  indeed,  independently  of  the  chaBgee 
effected  by  age,  a  subject  of  great  importance 
but,  under  common  circumstances,  it  is  readi- 
ly determined  by  ordinary  as  by  medical  evi- 
dence. Where,  however,  the  identity  is  to  be 


pruve-i  fojf  ie  erence  to  br  h,  structure,  changes' 
in  external  characters,  for  instance,  as  ncevi 
materni,  age,  and  similar  circumstances,  then 
medical  evidence  is  required  ;  and,  consequent" 
!y,  you  ought  to  be  aware  of  the  circiimhtaiT- 
ces  that  may  modify  these  characteristics  by 
which  identity  is  generally  prove  J. 

With  relation  to  the  question  of  identity  in 
reierence  to  civil  cases;  many  instances  of  im- 
postors presenting  themselves  as  claimants  to 
properties  daily  occur  ;  consequently,  correct 
recti  moo  j  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  un- 
mask their  impositions.  The  following  are  the 
chief  circumstances  to  be  attended  to  in  prov- 
ing  identity  : — 

1st. — Family  likenesses.  These  are  often  re* 
mark-able  at  one  period  of  life,    but  are    some- 
times completely  obliterated  by  change  of  cli- 
mate, manner?,  and  other    causes;  bat,  never- 
theless, they  are    perhaps,  the  only    modes    of 
iWentincatu  n  so  far  a-*  the  physical  characters- 
oi  body  are  concerned.   'ibis  was  the    opinion 
of  L  id  MajsseieLd  in  delivering  his  judgment 
on  the  famous  Douglass  cause.  ''!■  have  always 
considered  likenesses  as  an  argument  of  a  ehijld 
being  the  son  of  a  parent  ;  and  rather,   as  the- 
distinction  between  individual  in  the   human 
-pecies  is  more  discernible  than    in  other  ani- 
■  >  als.   A  man  may  survey  ten  thousand  people 
before  h  e  see?  two    laces  perfectly  alike;    and 
id  an  army  of  a  thousand  -men,  every  one  may 
be  known  from  another.  If  there    should  be  a 
likeness  of  feature.,   there  may  be  a  discrepan- 
cy of  voice,  a  difference  in  the  gesture,    smile, 
and  various  other  characters;  whereas  a  faulti- 
ly likeness   runs  generally  through   all  theses 


o-t 


December, 


for  in  everything  there  is  a  reseo:blan<je;  as  of 
features,  siz",  attitude  and  action.  And  here 
it  is  a  question,  whether  ihe  appellant  most 
resembled  his  lather  Sir  John,  er  the  jounger, 
Skolto,  resembled  his  mother  Lady  Jake  : 
Many  witnesses  have  spoken  to  Mr.  Douglass 
being  of  the  same  form  emd  make  of  body  as 
His  father  :  he  has  been  known  to  be  the  son 
of  Cob  Stewart,  by  persons  who  had  never 
&een  him  before  ;  and  is  so  like  his  eider  broth- 
er, the  present  Sir  John,  that,  except  by  their 
age,  it  would  be  hard  to  distinguish  the  one 
from  the  other.  If  Sir  John  Stewart,  the  most 
artless  of  mankind;  was  aetibr  in  the  enleve- 
ment of  Mignon  and  Saury's  children,  he  did 
in  a  few  days  what  the  aoutest  genius  could 
not  accomplish  in  years;  he  found  two  ehil- 
dicn. — the  one,  the  finished  model  of  hiaiselh 
and  the  other;  the  exact  picture  in  miniature; 
of  Lady  Jane.  It  seems  mature  has  implanted 
in  the  children  what  is  not  in  the  parents  I  for 
it  appear^-  in  prpo£  that  in  si,?e,  complexion, 
fatal are,  color  of  the  hair,  and  eyes,  na.y  in 
every  other  thing,  Mignon  and  bio  wife,  and 
Satry  and  Lis  spouse,  were  icto  mjo,  different 
and  unlike  to  Sir  John    Stewart,;    am 


T  .-  -1  - 


JAKE   DOUGLASS," 
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ine  a.oupts  ana  aitaoulties  wun  wine  a.  the 
proof  of  identity  is  entangled,  so  far  as  resem- 
blance between  parent  and  off-'piinsc  is  con- 
cernedj  are  well  illustrated  in  tbe  Ankeslet 
trials,  connected  with  the  famous  Akglesea 
case,  recorded  ixi  the  17th  arid  ISth  volumes 
of  Howel's  State  Trials.  That  strong  resem- 
bianees,  however  exist,  and  might  be  d«pmd- 
ed  upon  in  evidence  as  collateral  proof,  is  un- 
doubted. Dr.  J.  Gregory,  when  visiting  a 
nobleman  in  a  distant  part  of  Scotland,  was 
struck  with  the  peculiar  form  of  his  nose  which 
was  an  exact  resemblance  of  that  of  the  grand 
chancellor  of  Scotland  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
1.  He  found  the  same  nese  on  several  indivi 
duals  among  the  peasantry ;  and  on  enquiring 
into  the  cause  oF  this,  he  diee©vere&  that  all 
the  persons  whom  he  had  seen  were  descend- 
ed  from  the  bastards  of  the  grand  cbanoelior. 

In  young  pecpluia  particular,  in  whom  the 
imitative  faculty  is  strong,  sti  iking  charges 
occur  ;  and,  so  far  as  the  expression  of  the 
countenonce  is  concerned,  these  changes  often 
respond  to  the  countenances  of  tho^e  with 
whom  the  infant  or  child,  has  been  in  daily 
and  hourly  intercourse.  Infant »  (bus  acquire 
often  a  strong  re^ettrblanc'e  to  I  heir  nurses " 
jaVfinile  fiienda  to  one  another :  and  wives, 
early  married,  to  their  husbands:  the  feelings 
as-urnilato.  and  these   model  tbe    features.     In 


such  cases,  therefore,  *  e    must  bear  these  cir- 
cumstances in  memory. 

In  twins  the  personal  resemblance  is  often 
so  great,  that  mothers  have  cot  been  able  to 
n  ime  the  son  before  them  at  the  time.  Iknsw 
an  instance  of  this  in  Scotland  ;  the  two  indi- 
yipuals  r-tqulred  to  be  differently  dressed  in 
order  to  be  distin^uislied  from  one  another. 
This  was  also  the  ease  with  the  Perrans,  who 
were  executed  for  forgery  in  1775,  So  great 
was  the  resemblance  between  them,  that  Mr. 
Watson  a  money- scrivener,  who  had  drawn 
eight  bonds  by  order  of  one  or  other  of  the 
briothgrf?,  hesitated  to  fix  upon  either;  but  be- 
ing prorsed  to  make  a  declaration,  he  finally 
fixed  upon  Daniel 

2adly. — In  determining  personal  identity, 
peculiarities  are  always  strongly  relied  upon  ■ 
and  none  more  than  these  skin-marks  termed 
■•nee 7i  materni/'  These,  as  you  know,  though 
occasionally  consisting  of  a  peculiar  kind  of 
venous  anastomosis,  anel  enlarging  to  an  ex- 
traordinary degree,  so  as  to  endanger  life,  yet 
are  al-o  occasionally,  of  such  a  description 
that  the  congenital  mark  remains  unaltered 
through  life.  L  have  seen  instances,  however, 
in  which  even  these  have  been  obliterated  in 
the  period  of  bn?  hood:  th-ene.  although  in  ma- 
ny  instances  they  afford*  undoubted  evidence? 
you  should  be  able  to  inform  the  court,  that 
their  absence  is  not  a  positive  proof  of  the 
aon  identity  of  the  indwidual,  provided  the 
testimony  given  in  reference  to  their  existence 
is  founded  npon  the  knowledge  of  those  marks 
having  been  teen  upon  the  individuals  only  at 
an  early  period  of  life.  If  a  naevus  of  a  re- 
markable character  has  been  seen  on  the  body 
en  an  adult,  after  that  individual  has  under- 
gone the  usual  diseases  incident  to  boyhood 
and  youth,  it  may  undoubtedly,  be  regarded 
a3  unexceptionable  evidence  of  identity;  but 
not  if  the  naevus  has  been  seen  only  before 
the  age  of  four  or  five  years  of  age. 

3rd  — More  certain  evidence  is  derived  by 
the  effects  of  accidental  mutilations,  or  surgi- 
cal operations,  fractures,  cicatrices,  and  natu- 
ral deformities.  But,  even  in  such  cases  falla- 
cies may  occur ;  and  these  land  marks,  if  we 
may  so  speak,  are  even  likely  to   mislead. 

4th  — The  voice  has  been  regarded  as  good 
proof  of  identity  •  in  my  opinion,  none  is  more 
fallacious.  Those  individuals  who  have  a  good 
musical  ear,  soon  alter  in  the  tone  of  the  voice 
by  the  change  of  modulation  which  the  imita- 
tive faculty  induces;  espcchally  if  they  change 
their  residence  from  one  country  to  another. 
1'hose  from  the  north  of  the  Tweed   are  s.iid 
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never  to  lose  their  northern,  gufttnial  accent;  of  the  early  periods  oTlife  :  bar,  alter  twciuy. 
but  I  have  .known  instances  to  the  contrary,  ;one  years  of  age,  persons  are  suppled  to  have 
in  which  not  only  the  a'aoex*  bat  the  tone  oi  !  attained  their  utmost  height,  and,  consequent- 
voice,  was  so  altered  that  it  was  impq sible  tpllj,  ?*a&r£  is  regarded  as  good  evidence  in 
re^ar-Uhe  soever  as^  Seqthman.  Diseases  '  proof  of  personal  identity.  Tins  has  been  par- 
also  Imve  a  considerable  influence  in  changing  j  t.ioularly  regarded  as  the  case  when  the  object 
the  voice;  for  examole,  attacks  of  acute  l^yn-   of  the  invesugaiiun  of  identity    lias  W  the 


ku-mands,    and   have    cohabitatod  with 

this  case,  unless  all  the  other  evidences  of  the 
personal  identity   ot  the  individual  go    to  cftr  I  ^ence  01  taeir  m 
force  the  evidence,  that  of  lisping  is  not  to  be   ^^^^f^ 
depended  upon. 


which  is  rarely  or  never  altered  ;    but  even  in    tiieir    A^Dana?, 

them,  and  hive  borne  children  to  them  m  tiie 
ahseenee  of  their  kutb  in.dk )  and  yet  the  impo- 
iy  exposed  by  the  return   of 
;he  real  husband.  One  of  the  most  remarkable 

of  these  cases  is  detailed  in  the  '••Causes  Ceie- 
Dr.  Beck  has  recorded  the  following  case  :  j^y;  u  .^Q  fc^.A  ^  pariiaraeat  bf  Tou- 
« An  individual  was  indeed  and  iried -at  New]  iouge  ^  jj^;  A  per£0n  of  m  name  of  Mar. 
York,  in .18(14,  for  bigamy,  and  the  whole  evr  |  TIN  Gu£ltji£  ya  te&n  al)6erit  eight  ^eArS)  aml 
dence  turned  on  the  question  of  identity.  He|anotbex.  naaied  Ai^AljLD  Dutille,  depend- 
was  called  Thomas  Hoag  by  the  public  prose- jir)g  on  hiij  likeness  to  Guerre,  took  possession 
eutor,  but  stated  himseii  to  he  Joseph  pAKEr.it  \  ^  ius  ITk)^Hj  and  his  wile.  Children  were 
Several  witnesses  swore  that  he  was  Thomas  ;  h  4m  J,  fcbia  uni.  n?  and  he  ]iyed  in  tbe  famiij 
Hoag,  and  among  others,    a  female    whim  he|three  g>  ia  %hQ  mi     cornpai,y   of  the  iour 

Hoag  had  a  scar  on  his   forehead,    a  mark   On1(,  ,^a^.-J  ,.  .,.-,,>,,.  ^.,>t-  p0  .vf,„  ,-^j.  ►  i-o^'V^I 

:  any  suspicion  ai-idiiig  cnas  ne  wasnoc  tiieii  iei- 

Lis  reck  and  that  his  speech   was  quick    and!,,     ,,     At  u,-,,,,!,     v.n..,af„.,    ;«-   Jp'o    un^^fp-l 

•-  x  jative.  li >j  ieng>an    notvever,   id   \v ds    bubpeoieo, 

lisping.  All  these  peeUfoUfc*  were  found  afcjVy.i^^  t0uk"  piace;  thirty  or  forty  Wie- 
the jrhoner.  Two  witnesses  dopawl.tbftt  he  |n  _sge3  BWOfe  tbat  M  was  Gae]T3  .  &s  minj  Gn 
had  a  scar  on  his  tooo  from  treating  on  a  knife. 


and  that  this  scar  was    easy  to    he    seen,    and 
had  been  seen    by    Ihem.    On  examining    his 


ihe  other  baud  affirmed,  that  he  was  Dntiile; 
others  dar«_dnoi  trust  to  say  which  he  was  the 
judges  would  have  decided   in  his  favor,    had 


ana  the  j  augment   in  his  favor    was  made    by 
doing  duty  as  a  watchman    in  ti.e  city  of  New  L  .  .         ,. ',  .       .  „         ,    .  . 

.<      P        *    .  k,.  ,,  J  I tae  recognition  ot  Ins  wire  ana  sisters. 

i  oak.    ine  jury  acquitted  him.  n 

Ihere  is  no  doubt  that,  in  ordinary  cases 
The  imitative  famlty,  also,  is  so  great  ia  |  the  stature  does  not  increase  after  a  person 
some  individuals,  that  iky  even  spmk  so  ex-  |has  atta;ned  to  adult  age  j  but  nevertheless  cir- 
actly  like  another  person,- that  unless  tbe  per- !  cumst;lncas  mav  0CCur  to  render  this  proof  fal- 
sons  oi  the  mdiviauals  be  well  known,  an  im- :  ^-^  aud  we  fchou|d  be  prepared  to  meet 
po^tor  might  easily  deceive  witnesses  called  ;  fehefi0  ia  cases  0f  iegal  investigations  involv- 
to  speak  to  tne  voice  of  the  indrndi^ai,  the  |  ing  quesrions  of  identifv.  I  knew  a  caotain  of 
eulyect  of  the  question  at  issue.  The  late  Dr- !  an  Em  IniiamaaL  who  grew  two  iliches  in  the 
Parr  was  a  man  of  very  peculiar  habits,  and  ;  courSG  of  a  yovage  to  W|ft?    ;n  which  he  wag 

at  the  same  time  was  well   known  to  have  an  ;*„•  ,„„ni;.ri,  . 

i  L\vme  sail Va'tea. 

incurable  lisp  in  his  speech.  I  knewMni    inti-  j      As  age  WwfiM.    evea  acqaired  habits  are 

ma*  el  v.  and  have  heard  him  so  well  imitate  I  Lfi-X~  ii       ^  v      *•.■>•„ 

•*..'.  4  !  Oiben.  overcome,    i  has  the  peculiar  twiccmngs 

by  a  gentleman  well  known   in  the  scientific  ;  tf  the  mu3{Am     of  fche  face  of  a    C8lebrated 
world,  Mr,  HokNer:  that  had  he  spoken  in  ah-  ^tateSman  are  much  less  striking  than  I  recol- 

other  room,    and  had  the  Doctor  been  aliVe,  I  Lf+  X        ±    i  i    '      ^  •  j 

'  e-i.r*-j   *•  i  iect  them  to  nave  been  tmrty  years  ago. 

would  Lave  almost  suurn  that  the    venerable!      \,i  li        ^  „    ^    -     "  \       ■     ■  i     i.  ^ 

.  ,  "       Many  other   Changes    oceur,    by    incidental 

ecciesiastic  wae  tbe  rx.r«on  BBeakin»i.  •  *.  *.<    /,     i  ,   ,   ,       ,, 

t-       ^     ap^MOfeUgj,  cii'cumstanees    tnat  almost   completely  alter 

oth — Xricre&Te  ofllit&itXre   is    characteristic  personal  appearaice.    Zacchias,  a   celebrated 
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Italian-physician,    a  wrileron   medical  juris- j 
prudence,  was  consulted  in    a  case  of  this?  na-  ; 
ture.  A  noble  Bologhese,'M.  Casali,  af>er  be- 
ing  thirty  years  ab-ent  from  Italy,  engaged  in  j 
military  service,  returned  and  claimed  his  pro-  ! 
perty,    which  had    been   appropriated    by  bis  j 
heir  to  himself.  The  change  of  appearance  in 
Casali  was  so    great,    that  he    was  not  recog-  ! 
nized  by  his  friends,  and  he  was  in  fact,  treat?  cl  ; 
as  an  impostor.  A  trial  ensued,  and  the  judges  ! 
being  in  doubt    consulted  ZACctiiAs,    who  as- 1 
signed    several   causes    which  might    produce! 
the  alteration  that    had  taken  place,    such   as 
change  of  .climate, of  diet,  the   manner   of  life  \ 
and  diseases.  The  heirs  not  being  able  to  prove  I 
the  death  of  Casali.  the  estate  was  assigned  to  ! 
him.  Dr.  Paris  very  appropriately,  quotes  the 
following  passage  from    '••Mannion./'    as  iilus- 
trative  of  the  influence  of   suffering  and  men- ! 
tal  anxiety  in  producing  alterations  in  the  ac-  j 
pearance  of  the  persf  n  : 

'•Danger,  long  travel,  want,  or  woe, 

Soon   change  the  forms  that  best  we  know:  ] 

For  deadly  fear  can   time  cut-go, 
Aud  blanch  at  once  the  hair; 

Haro  toil    can  roughen  form  and  face. 

And  want  can  quench  the  <  yers  bright  grace  : 

Nor  does  eld,  age  a  wrinkle  trace 
More  deeply  than  despair." 

[Accidental  Canities,  or  blanching  of  the 
hair,  as  referred  ;o  in  the  preceding  quotation, 
is  moie  often  the  result  of  mental  emotion, 
than  that  of  oth* r  causes,  and  heuce  an  idea 
of  the  fortunes  of  the  person  whose  identify  is 
in  question,  would  be  of  importance  where  all 
the  features,  with  the  exception  of  the  hab 
found  to  be  white,  corresponded  with  hiss  des 
cripfcion. 

41  Ihe  different  passions    of  the  mind,"  sajs 
Bichar,  '•  have  a  remarkable  influence  over  thi 
internal   structure   of  tue   bair )    often,  in    a 
short  p erkd.  grief  effects  changes  in  its  color 
blanching  the  hair,  probably  by  means  pf»ab- 
sorption    of  the  fluids    contained    in  its  tissue. 
Many    authors   have    recorded   similar  fact.- 
Some,  aud  Haller  among  the  rest,  have  doubt 
ed  the  truth   of  these  assertions;    but  I  Rnov 
at  least  five  or  six  examples,  in  which  the  los* 
of  color  was  completed  in  less  than  eight  days 
In  a  single  night,  a  person  of  my  acquaintance 
became  almost  entirely  blanched  on  receiving 
some  distressing  news.'1 

The  hair  of  Marie  Antoinette,  the  wife  o 
Louis  XVI.,  it  is  said  turned  grey  in  a  shor* 
period  from  grief.     1  "be  Fame  thing    IS  told  of 


friary  (^aeen  of  JSeobs.     U  ie  affirmed  -hat  cSir 
Thomas  More   became  grey   during  the  night 
preceding  his  execution.    Borellas  asserts  that 
two  gentlemen,  the  one  a  native  of  Languedoe, 
and  the  other  a  Spaniard,  were  so  violently  af- 
fected,   the  first  by  the   announcement    of  his 
condemnation  to  death,  the  latter  by  the  bare 
thought    of  having  incurred  a  serious  punish- 
ment, that  both  became  blanched  in  the  course 
of  a  single  night.    Borellus  adds,  in  regard  to 
ihi  'ar.or  ■/  a i  1   eman,    that  his  hair  regain- 
ed its   natural  color   on  being   set  at   liberty. 
Hermeroan  also  records  an  instance  of  sudden 
loss  of  cod  or  in  the  hair.     Dr.  Cassan.  in  a  pa- 
per in  the  ;t  Archives  Generales  de  Medecine," 
(vol.  ssii, )    records  the    example    of  a  woman, 
thirty-three  years  of  age,  who.  on  being  sum. 
moned   before  th©    Chamber  of  ^eers   to  give 
evidence  up  m  the  trial  of  Louvel,    underwent 
so  powerful  a  revulsion,    that,  in  the  course  of 
one  night,  her  hair   was  completely  blanched, 
and  a  furfuraceous  erupiion  appeared  all  over 
her  head,    upon  her  chest  and  upon  her  back, 
i^fier    the  disappearance    of  the  eruption,  the 
hair  e  till  maintained  its  abnormal  color.    Hen^ 
ry  III  ,  of  Navarre,    on  hearing  that  the  edict 
of  Nemours  was  conceded, — a  condition  favor- 
able to   the  supporters  of  the  league, — was  so 
exceedingly    grieved,    that   in  a    few   hours  a 
part  of  his  moustache    against  which    he  held 
!iis     finger   during     his    fit    of    abstraction, 
turned    white.    In    a  person   referred    to_  by 
Rayer,  several  cilia  became  blanched,  accom- 
panied by  white  frp  >ts  over  the  arms  and  fore- 
srms,  in  consequence  of  mental  agitation.    M. 
M  reau,  in  the  ' '-Journal  General  de  Medicine,' 
(vol.  iv.,  p.  280,)  observes  : — "  I  once  knew  an 
iged  man    for  whom,    snow-white  hair   and  a 
ountCnance  deep  y  marked  by  the  furrows  of 
-,are,    inspired    the  respect    which  we   -owe  to 
•,ge  and  misfortune.  'My  hair,1  said  he,  often, 
veas  as  you  see  it  now,    long  before  the  latter 
eason  of  my  life.    More  energetic  in  their  ef- 
ectsthan  assiduous  toil  and  lingering  years, 
;rief  and  desja"r   at  the   loss  of  a  wife  most 
enderly    loved  whitened  my  locks  in  a  single 
tight.    I  was  not    thirty  years  of  age.    Judge, 
hen,    the  intensity    of  my    sufferings:  I    still 
tear  them  in  frightful  remembrance.1" 

The  poets  make  frequent  reference  to  this 
1  emarkablc  and  sudden  effect  of  violent  men* 
tal  emotion/    Thus  a  Latin  author  exclaim* 
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liGuox!    quam   longa  eg,    quae  faeis    una 
senem !" 

Byron,  also,  in  the  "  Pa-oner  of  Chilon." 
refers  thus  beautifully  to  the  same ^phenome- 
non : — 

"  JMy  hair  is  grey,  but  not  with  years, 
Nor  grew  it  "white 
In  a  single  night, 
As  men's  have  grown  from  sudden  fears."  ] 

If  personal  identity,  where  no  fraud  is  in- 
tended, be  rendered  so  difficult,  how  much 
greater  must  be  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
identifying  criminal*,  wiiose  object  is  to  dis- 
guise themselves  ?  Questions  of  this  bind  not 
unfrequeotly  occur  ;  it  is  true  that  ordinary 
witnesses  are  often  equal  to  identify  the  per- 
son who  stands  charged  with  the  offence,  but, 
occasionally,  when  the  identity  depends  upon 
marks,  or  upon  mutilation  from  surgical  oper- 
ations, or  similar  causes,  medical  men  are  cal- 
led in  to  determine  the  point-. 

In  a  case  of  highway  robbery  in  1622,  a  per- 
son of  the  name  of  Joseph  Rjldman  was  indict- 
ed for  assaulting  and  sobbing  William  Brown. 
Redman  the  person  indicted,  could  not  be  iden- 
tified as  the  highwayman,  from  his  great  re- 
semblance to  another  person,  of  the  name  of 
Greenwood,  who  was  in  custody,  and  appear- 
at  the  bar.  The  resemblance  m  as  so  great,  as 
to  strike  every  body  with  astonishment.  In 
some  instances  such  resemblances  have  caus* 
ed  the  death  of  innocent  individuals  •  sucii 
was  the  case  in  a  tr  al  at  the  Surrey  assizes, 
for  a  robbery,  fur  which  two  farriers,  Skelton 
and  KiL.Li.Tj  were  indicted  Killet  was  ac- 
quitted, but  Skei/jon  was  convicted  ori  the 
positive  oath  of  the  person  robbed,  and  though 
innocent,  yet  he  was  banged.  A  well-known 
man  of  fashion,  Mr.  F.  i  ouglass,  was  com- 
mitted for  a  highway  robbery  on  the  oath  of 
one  of  the  parlies  plundered,  and  very  narrow- 
ly escaped  conviction.  This  arose  from  the  ex- 
traordinary resemblance  between  Mr.  Doug- 
lass and  Page,  the  notorious  highwayman. 

Even  a  multiplicity  of  witnesses  in  such 
cases  does  not  always  strengthen  the  evidence 
Thu3,  in  the  trial  of  a  gipsy-woraan  named 
Squires,  for  confining  and  robbing  Elizabeth 
Camntng,  thirty-six  persons  swore  that  they 
had  traced  the  woman  Squires  from  Dorset- 
shire to  London,  whilst  twenty-six  swore  as 
positively  that  they  had  seen  her  every  day 
during  the  game  time  at  Enfield,  ten  miles  from 
London.  This  woman  was  nevertheless,  so  re- 
markaVe  in  her  appearance  that  she  was  sup- 
posed to  be  like  nobody  eke. 


With  respect  to  the  i'denuueatioii  oi  mur- 
dered individuals,  particularly  by  the  examin- 
ation of  exhame4  b  idles,  there  is  still  greater 
difficulty  than  in  those  eases  already  noticed^ 
Some  years  since  a  trial  took  place  in  Edin- 
burgh, in  which  a  resurrection-man  was  in- 
dicted for  exhuming  the  body  of  a  young  wo- 
man from  the  church-yard  of  Surling.  it  was 
ouiy  Bine  weeks  after  death  when  the  body 
was  discovered,  and  it  was  identified  by  all  the 
relations^  ant  what  confirmed  their  testimo- 
ny was  the  fact  of  the  person  having  a  short 
and  a  long  leg,  the  riglu  being  considerably 
]Qog>  r  than  the  left,  the  libel  was  proved  and 
the  resurrection- niaa  imprisoned  Now  though 
this  man  had  raised  a  body,  and  was  justly 
puuLsheJ,  yet  the.  body  winch  he  had  taken 
wad  teioieu  iiom  the  church-yard  oi  Falkirk, 
and  the  person  was  also  lame    oi  the  left  leg 

1  have  mentioned  these  facts,  Gentlemen,  to 
i  caution  you  against  hastily  swearing  to  iden- 
|  ti.ty.  In  every  ca-e  of  peculiar  ikcvi  occuir. 
ing  in  your  o^n  practice,  or  of  cicatrices  after 
I  operations,  or  of  any  peculiarity  of  8  ructure, 
I  you  should  always  keep  notes.  Many  circum- 
I  star'ces  may  oejur  to  render  tho^e  notes  val- 
i  uable  documents,  and  the  production  of  them 
j  will  always  add  to  the  estimation  of  your  med- 
:  ieal  character. 

The  lass  circumstance  connected  with  ago  is 
I  the  disposition  of  property*,  which  .u  not  to 
1  take  effect  until  af^er  the  death  of  the  testa* 
\  tor  :  this  is  what  is  denominated  ;ta  will,'1  an  1 
!the  civil  law  ie"{  tire ^  that    every  will    should 

I  be  witnessed,  and  should  be   made  under  cer- 

l 

tain  circumstance?,  in  order  to  render  it  valid. 
!  No  class  of  persons  is  so  frequently  called  up- 
on to  witness  will's  as  medical  men;  and  many 
of  the  circumstances  connected  with  them  are 
such  as  fall  particularly  within  the  province 
of  the  medical  practitioner.  To  point  out  the 
nature  of  these  is  important,  for  as  the  law 
does  not  regard  ignorance  as  a  justification  of 
of  any  illegal  act,  you  should  be  aware  of  the 
part  yoa  are  about  to  perform  in  witnessing 
a  will,  and  should  be  aware  of  it,  still  more  in 
bearing  testimony  respecting  those  circum- 
stances, connected  with  the  disposition  of  pro- 
perty, to  which  you  may  be  called  to  give  evi 
dence;  when  the  validity  of  the  act  is  disput 
ed. 

All  adults  of  sound  discretion,  and  free  from 
duress,  are  capable  of  disposing  of  it  by  will; 
for  this  purpose  females  are  considered  as  a- 
dults  at  the  age  of  twelve,  and  males  at  th  q 
">ge  of  fourteen.  Persons  in  extreme  age  who*© 
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inteifec^s  a-we  been  destroyed  by  year's.  6r  b>  I  rF'the  hrrvof 
ohoa-cor  d:  u  :1:t-m.: ess;  or  idiu1s,  «>r  na^n-raH'the  na  tv  :> 
id  fef,  ata  under  a  dis&bili  y.  P$  fo&s  fmbjeei  I  point  voa  iu 
to  ifi#ftiUy  cannot  dhfose  of  r-un-vrW  by  wi  I'!  teney  a*  the 
during  rjfre  exigence  8f  fke  msaaity,  biih  they  I  wa3  don 3  to 
intt^Uovso  criirfog  a  dear,  lucid  interval, — a' 
point  which  eah  only  be  determined  by  a  med- 
ical man.  If  the  faculties  of  the  nvn  1  rem  iin 
ii)  age,  however  ad-van  bed!,  will  nreolu  le  a 
person  from  ei^rersfrtg  !estamental*y  power. 
Now,  suppose  you  are  called  upon  to  wit- 
ness flics  signature  10  a  wiU,  you  should  know 
that  it  becomes  utterly  void,  and  of  none  ef- 
fect, unices  the  attestation     be  made  In  the 


,f 


f  this  laoid  interval  attaches  to 
Jglng  it,  a-,d  in  pro  ing  this 
fc    be    pre uar< : 


I  t.o  snow  oornpe- 

parfiuMaii'  le.iod   when  the  act 

•Inch    this  lucid   interval  refers. 

The  exact  nature  of  a  lu  :id  interval  shall  b3 

pointed  out  in  its  prober  place. 

A  person  may  be  no  a  compos  who  is  n  ither 
an  i.liot  nor  a  lunatic,  namely,  from  natural 
imbecility,  disease  or  age.  Thus,  an  old  man, 
who  has  become  so  childish  as  not  to  remem- 
ber his  name,  or  to  be  incapable  of  judging  be- 
tween right  and  wrong,  is  supposed  not  to  pos- 
sess a  disposing  mind,  and  consequently,  is  in. 
presence  ot  the   devisor,    whe  her   the  person  I  :   •  *  .      °  ■,  .n     T.    .      P  ,    . 

.  i.  ,     t   ;  -"ompetens  to  make  a  will-  1c   is  ot   much  1m- 

be  able  to  write  or  mere!?  make   his  mark,  j" ' 


js  noc,  however,  essential,  that  you  should  see 
the  name,  or  mark,  written,  provided  ;he  tes- 
tator  assures  you  that  it  is  his  name,  or  mark, 
and  that  the  document  is  his  will;  It  is  noi  es- 
sential that  you  should  see  the  testator  in  wit- 
nessing his  signature,  but  he  must  be  so  fbr 
present  that  he  might  have  seen   you   sign  as 


portance  that  you  should  be  aware  of  what 
is  considered  a  disposing  mind.  Wills  have 
been  attested  by  medical  witnesses  when  the 
parties  have  been  so  far  gone,  and  had  only 
enough  of  life  in  them,  as  merely  to  be  capa- 
ble of  saying  "yes"  or  'no,"  and  much  dis- 
credit has  thus  been  thrown  upon  the  profes- 
sion. A  disposing  mind  implies  a  judgment  to 


a  witness.  Thus,  it  may  happen  that  he  is  raj  3.  ,  °  P  . ,  .  f  ,1      '    • 

,     ,       .  .   ..  .       "L  '  ,  .  ,  Oiscern,  and  a  perfect  memory ;    ana  the  evi_ 

oea,  with  his  curtains  drawn,    which  prevents    -,  .  x    ,,    ,.        ,      ,        f,         v     +1- ~ 

.  .    '  .    .  ,  .   ,         L  aeuce  must  go  to  that  extent,    otherwise  the 

him  irom  oeicg  seen,  but  ne  might  see  the  at- :     .,,  .         . ., 


testing  witness  if  he  pleased,  and,    therefore, 
the  sigi  a.ure  is  valid  :    but  it  is  not    so  if  you 


will  is  void 

The  widow  of  a  Mr.  Bennett   claimed  the 


jo  down  stairs,  in  another  room,  to  attest  his  j  whole  of  her  husband's  property  under  his  will, 
will.  You  may,  also,  be  called  upon  to  say  if:  He  had  been  leading  a  }'i?e  of  great  debauch- 
the  devisor  was  in  a  state  of  sensibility  at  the  '  ery,  and  was  debilitated  both  in  mind  and  body | 
time  of  the  will  being  attested,  tor  if  he  was  |  The  woman  had  effected  the  marriage  by  get,. 
in  a  state  ci  insensibility  it  would  not  bo  valid,  j  ting  into  lodging*  opposite  to  him  at  Bath,  and 
In  the  event,  therefore,  of  wills  being  made' no  sooner  were  they  married  than  she  dismis- 
by  people  on  death-beds,  this  is  a  matter  of  |  sed  all  his  servants.  On  the  trial  it  was  endea- 
rnuch  importance  to  be  determined,  and  a '  vored  to  prove  that  he  was  influenced,  but 
medical  man  would  be  justly  reprehended  for    Lord  Chief-Justice  Eyre,  before  whom  it  was 


attesting    a  will    when  the    devisor  was    in  a 
moribund  s'ate,    and   insentibie    to  what  was 


tried,   stated  to   the  jury  that   the  point  was, 
'whether  he  knew  perfectly    what  he  was  do- 


going  on  around  him.   Should  the    validity    of|iaS  ??■-- a  Poinfc>    the  determination   of  which 


a  will  be  disputed,    the  chi  :f   circumstance  a 
medical  witness  may   be   called  upon  to  prove 


rested  chiefly  on  medical  testimony. 

With  regard  to  the  will  of  a  lunatic  made 


is  the  competency  of  the  party  by  age  and  ca-iin  a  lucid  interval,  the  law  assumes  that  to  be 
paci'y.  As  the  age  which  constitutes  infancy,  I  good,  provided  the  will  has  been  written  by 
and  consequent  incompetency  on  that  account 'the  party  himself,  and  displays  wisdom  and 
has  already  been  stated,  no  comment  is  requk*- ,  -credence,  especially  if  it  embrace  numerous 
cd  to  illustrate  that  point ;  but  every  other  j  and  complicate  provision.  Under  such  circum- 
condition  impb* ing  incompetency  in  reference ,  stances  you  may  safely  attest  it,  but  if  the 
to  age.  must  depr-od  on  the  integrity  of  the  slightest  indication  of  folly  appear  in  the  irr 
mind  of  the  devisor,  and  this,  of  course  should  stmment  you  might  be  blamed  were  you  to 
be  determined  before  you  consent  to  witness  attest  it ;  for  although  the  wisdom  of  a  testa- 
any  will.  It  is  true  ihat  the  burthen  of  prow  |  mtnt  is.  without  doubt,  a  strong  presumption 
ing  insanity  is  cast  upon  those  who  impeach  of  the  saoity  of  the  testator,  yet'itis  but  a  na- 
tbe  validity  of  a  will;  but,  as,  a  mclicai  wit- :  tural  proof,  and  it  admits  of  absolute  proof  to 
ness,  you  must  be  prepared  to  prove  the  tan-  (he  contrary.  At  the  same  time  neither  simple 
iry  of  the  dovisor.  or  at  ha3l.  that  the  act  was  imprudence  nor  unaccountable  provisions  in  a 
done  in  a  clear,  luci-1  interval,  The    burthen  will  indicate insanity.   Sir  Thomas  Duval  had 
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two  sons,  and  being  token  ill  on  the  15th  c\vy\}  *itnesses.--'3..  The '  t*sVatoP,  at  the  time***** 
1719.  he  'made  his  will  demising  an  es-ate  of  making  such  subscription,  or  at  the  time  of 
JEl  000  a  year  to  Ms  eldest  s<m  and  the  heir  .'  acknowledging  t£)$Q£jije,  rni^St  d-chiro  the  in- 
hib  body,  and  another  of  £i  (00  to  Kia  yonn-g-    gtr  anient  go  subscribed  to  be  his  last,,  will  and 

est  son  and  heir  of  his  body  1  eitK'er  of  Ivs  |  testament:  --4  There  must  be  at  least  two  at- 
sor.s  should  die  without  Jssiitf;  the  estate  oi  bib  j  teg&ng  witnesses  each  of'wliom  must  sign  his 
D6  djirg  was  to  go  to  tLe  survivdr  ;  bit  ii  both  j  ^^  £3  a  ^—j  a,  thfl  :  nd  of  the  ^  &J. 
of  his  sons  sh.udli  due 'ti'zi/i  issue,  the  two  es- 
tates were  devised   to  one   Daniel  Burr.    The 


sons  died  without  issue,  and  it  appeared  that  a 
jointure  of  d£600  had  been  charged    en  the  en 
tate  devised  to  the  eldest  brother  :  but  the  ver- 
dict was  in  favor  of  the  will. 

There  are  other  circumstances  connected 
■with  the  disposition  of  property  with  which 
you  should  be  acquainted,  but  as  these  will  be 
better  explained  in  other  parts  of  the  course; 
I  shall  not  enter  upon  them  at  present. 

[In  this  State,  all  persons  except  idiots,  per- 
sons of  unsound  mind,  married  women  and  in- 
fants, may  devise  their  la-al  estate  by  a  last 
will   and  testament   daiv  executed.     Such  de- 


Aa 


to 


dy  nerson    r-a 


-,-,'     ■ 


-J 

y  law  :    but  n 

I.---.' 


the  request  ot  the  testator. — 5.  The  witnesses 
to  any  will  must  write  opposite  to  their  names 
their  respective  places  of  residence;  and  every 
person  who  may  sign  the  testators  name  to 
any  will,  bv  Lis  direction,  must  write  his  own 
name  as  a  witness  to  the  will  — 6.  Whoever 
neglects  to  comply  with  cither  of  the  foregoing 
[.revisions .will  forfeit  $50,  to  be  recovered  by 
any  person  interested  in  the  property  devised 
or  bequeathed,  who  may  sue  for  the  same. 
Such  om's-aon  will  not  aifect  the  validity  of 
any  will ;  nor  will  any  person  liable  to  the 
D'sria/ity  aforesaid  be  excused  or  incapacitated 
on  that  account  from  testifying  respecting  the 
execution  of  such  will,   (c)     A  codicil  is  a  siij>- 

'  pigment  to  a  will,  and  must  be  attested  in  Vaz 
same    maimer,   (a7)    A  will    is  valid    although 

I  It  contain  a  devise  or  Bequest  to  the  witness; 
such  bequest,  however,  is  void:   (e) 

Three  witnesses  to  a  will  of  real  estate,  are 
required  in  Vermont,  New  Himpshire,  Maine, 
Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut 
New  Jersey,  Maryland,  South  Carolina.  Geor- 
gia; Alabama,  and  Mississippi ;  two  in  New 
York,  Delaware,  Virginia.  Ohio,  Illinois,  In- 
diana, Missouri,  Tennessee,  North  Carolina, 
and  Kentucky.  In  Pennsylvania,  no  subscrib- 
ing witness  is  necessary,  provided  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  will  can  be  proved  by  two  witness- 
es; and  if  a  will  be  signed  by  witnesses,  it 
may  be  proved   by  the  oaths  of  other  persons. 

After  the  lapse  of  sixty  years  from  the  date 
of  a  will,  its  execution  may  be  shown,  with- 
out proving  that  efforts  have  been  made  to  pro- 
and  attested  in  the  following  manner:— 1.  It  cure  the  attendance  of  the  subscribing  wit- 
must  be  subscribed  by  the  testator,  at  the  end  [  nc-sscs,  as  their  death 'miy  be  presumed.   (/  )] 

of  the    will. —  2.   Such    subscription   must    be  j __.. 

made  by  the  testator   in  the  presence    of  each        (fi)  2  R    s   63  .     Law8  0?  mo^  ch   20  .     L 
of  the    attesting  witnesses,    or  acknowledged!  1834,  ch.  308:   L.  1837:  ch   460;  L.  1840,  eh. 
by  him  to   have  been  so  made   to  each  of  said    384  ;      L.  1841,  ch.  129  :      10  Paige,  85  ;     2G 

Wend.  325 ;    1  Denio,  33. 
~ :  (a)  2  R.  S.  63;    6  Johnson's  Ch.  Rop.  575  ; 

(a)  2  R.  S.  57 ;  4  Paige,  422 ;  3  Wend.  166 :  j  1  Hill,  590. 

10  Id.  379.  '  j       (e)  2  Johnson's    Cas.  38-t ;    2  Hill,  554;    3 

(b)  2  R.  S.    60;    1  Hoffman's  Ch.  Rep.    1  :  I  Id.  165  :  5  H.  410:    1  Denio,  165. 
Id.  202.  (/•)  7  Hill,  476.' 


vise    may  De  m 

holding  real  esla! 

a  corpora tiou  will  De  \aaa,  unless  so* 

ration    be  expressly  authorized  by  at?;  charter, 

erfev  statute  to  take  by  do/ise.    Every  devise 

of  any  interest    in  real  property,    to  a  person:, 

who,    at  the  time  of  the  death    of  the  testator. 

maybe  an  alien  .  not  authorised  to    hold  real 

estate,    will  be  void,   (a) 

Eveiy  male  person  of  V.  eage  of  18  years,  or 
upwards,  ami  every  fehnkle  not  being  a  mar- 
ried  woman,  of  the  age  of  16.  or  upwards,  of 
Eound  mind  and  memory,  and  no  others,  may 
give  and  bequeath  his  or  her  personal  estate 
in  writing.  No  nuncupative  or  verbal  will  be- 
queathing  personal  estate  will  be  valid,  unless 
ma.de  by  a  soidier  while  in  active  military  du- 
ty, or  by  a  mariner  while  at  sea.   (h) 

Every  last  will  and  testament  of  real  or 
person  ad  property  or  both,  should  be  executed 
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;  utility  in    ef t-rv  ca-e,    and   in   nu.ny,  the  sine 

j  qua  ilea    to   a    Lappy   mult,    to  which,    the 

I  quietude    and    warmth    of  the  bed  r.o  doubt 

"couti  routed  much  "  We  also  coincide  with  Dr. 

|  B.,  ''that  many  were  doctored  too  much." 

|      In  a  short  and  sensible   Appendix,   the  Au- 

I  thor  expresses  his  views  in   relation  to  Conta- 

j  gion  and  Infection,  which,  with   very   few  ex- 

Choikt<a  :  its  Causes,    Symptoms,   and  Treat- j  ceptions,  we  deem  highly   judicious;   though, 

rcent,    considered  and    explained.   By  J.  P.  I  it  does  not  seem  to    us,  that  he  sufficiently  ad- 

Batchej.ijer,  M   I),  New  York  :  1849;  8vo.  j  raits  die  5- pideniie  nature  of  Cholera. 


I 


pp.  45.  From  the  Author. 

Our  duties  are  oftentimes  of  a  most  unpleas- 
ant fialuve — censuring,    where  we  fain  would 


The  object  cf  the  Northern  Lakcet  being 
utility,  we  shall  offer. no  apology  for  introduc- 
ing the  following  paragraph  from  the  London 


commend.  The  present  Stale  work  is  commend- 1  L^cct,  of  She  SUt  Aug.,  1850,  in  the  review 
able  in  so  far,  as  it  is  evident,  the  object  ofiofa  smali  work  entitled,  "On  Carbonate  of 
the  Author  is  to  be  useful ;  yet,  he  takes  ]  St)da:  a*  a  R«ffi(  ^  a^d  Prophv-lactic  against 
grounds  which  appear  to  us  to  be  more  than  I  Cholera  7'  The  Carbonate  of  Soda  is  a  speedy 
questionable,  and  assumes  an  air  of  self-corn-  !  and  efieetual  antidote  to  the  poison  of  Cholera, 
placency,  as  if  he  had  unravelled  some  great;  it  allays  the  burning  pain  in  the  stomach  and 
mystery,  and  made  discoveries,  that  had  es^j  bowels  j  takes  off  the  spasm,  and  speedily  pro- 
caped  the  acumen  of  humbler  mortals'!  |  motes  the    flow    of  urine,   without  which,    no 

In  our  last  Number,  we  reluctantly  cxprcs-  j  c&*e  of  cholera  ever  recovers.,  f  give  it  at  once 
sed  our  dissent  from  the  theory  which  Dr.  j  whatever  the  stage  may  be,  in  a  strong  and 
Batchelder  adopted  as  explanatory  0f  the?!  bot  iVj fusion  of  tea,  or  other  bitter  ihat  may 
Causes   and   Symptoms   of   Innammation:--a | be  at  hand;  A  small  teaspoouful  repeated  as 


theory  to  him  to  convincing,  and  so  broad,    as 


)ften  as  is  necessary.   In  recent  cas«  s,    the  a- 


to  be  adapted  to  the  explanation  of  that  dire-  !  bove  doses  al,)Tie  suffice.  Later  in  the  disease, 
ful  disease,  Cholera,  and  doubtless-,  likewise,  !  atl  emotive  aperient  is  combined  with  the  an- 
of  all  the  ills  we  arc  heirs  to!  The  capillaries,  j  tido'e  to  carry  it  speedily  down  to  the  small 
the  pores,  and  sphincters  are  here  again  at ;  intestines,  to  the  poison  which  is  the  c  mse  of 
fault,— relax  the  first,  screw  up  the  second,  \  &?A  m  cholera.  The  moment  the-  antidote 
and  the  third -wilt  assume  its  wnnted  position,  j  P*s^es  -°'™>  thft  Iul=8  commences,  the  heat 
and  all  will  in  a  thrice  be  right  again,  j  returns  to  the  ^urfa  ;e.  and   then  a  full  dose  of 

.Bloodletting-  is  looked  up  .u  with  some  favor,  |  Laudanum  is  added  to  the  antidote  to  procure 
it  would  relax  the  capilUries,  having  previ-  j  sound  repose,  and  assist  the  absorption*  of  the 
ously  -made  them  contract  a  little  more!"1  !  bitfcer  principle  and  the  diffusion  of  the  alkali 
The  Autfcor  does  not  think  very    favorably  of  [.throughout  the  system." 

Calomc\  ';we  tfiink  calomel  in  the  early  stages  j  VVte  have  invariably  given  a  drachm  of  the 
altogether  objectionable."  The  Dr.  attributes  I  Carbonate  of  Soda,  to  be  dissolved  in  a  pint 
the  benefit  that  has  been  ascribed  to  calomel  j  of  water,  as  a  drink  to  cholera  patients,  audit 
to; have  arisen  from  the  Opium  in  combina- ;  seemed  to  slake  the  thirsty  and  to  promote 
tion  with  it,  an  opinion  which  we  are  very  j  the  action  of  the  kidneys,  which  is  almost  to- 
much  disposed  to  favor.  Speaking  of  Opium,  J  tally  suspended  ;  Qpiu in  and  Capsicum  were 
he  bays  :— '1  have  often  seen  small  doses,  as  j  freely  administered  at  the  same  time.  We  de- 
a  single  grain,  benefioial  when  given  imme-  j  rived  much  benefit  from  the  use  of  cold  tea 
diatejy  after  ea/:h  ejectio-  from  the  stomach  |  during  the  epidemic.  It  acted  at  once  as  a 
or  rectum.-'  Altogether,  we  approve  very  j  mosfc  graceful  and  cifectual  diffusible  stimu- 
much  of  Dr.  B.'s  practice,  but  we  must  say,  lus,  as  well  as  an  astringent.  It  was  reecm- 
that  his  theory  is  to  us  quite  incomprehens  !  mended  as  a  common  beverage,  and  on  most 
ible.  He  very  properly  recommends  the  re.  j  of  the  side-boards,  one  would  find  a  teapot  of 
cumbent  posture,  "it   will  be  of  very  great;  goodly  size,  filled  with  an  excellent  and  odorif- 
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erous  infusion  of  tea,  which  was  taken  ad  libi 
turn,  without  milk  or  sugar ;  after  a  f jw  cups, 
it  was  taken  with  delight.  We  beg  leave  to 
suggest,   that   this  simple  plan   should  not  be 


loht  tight  of. 


N 


II. 


POISONING    BY    ERGOT, 

[The  Charleston  Medical  Journal  and  Re- 
view, for  Sept.,  1850,  publishes  a  long  and  ex- 
cellent paper  by  JMyddletqn  Michel,  M.  D., 
on  ''Poisjning  by  Ergot  in  attempting  crimin- 
al abortion  ;  on  the  effects  of  that  substance. 
•with  reflections  upon  some  of  the  causes  of 
sudden  death,"  from,  which  we  extract  the 
following  interesting  case  :] 

On  the  2d  of  May,  I  was  called  to  a  patient 
of  mine,  whom  I  had  hitherto  regarded  of 
honest  and  correct  deportment,  and  found  her 
lying  dead  in  the  house  of  a  stranger,  who  it 
is  now  known  lived  in  adultery  with  her 
The  only  intelligence  obtained,  was,  that  as 
some  particulars  concerning  her  pecuniary  af- 
fairs were  announced,  she  placed  her  hand 
upon  her  heart,  was  suddenly  overcome  laid 
down  and  died.  No  medicines  were  discovered 
in  the  room.  She  was  lying  on  her  back  up- 
on a  bed,  no  shoes  oa,  and  no  under  clothes 
but  her  shift;  head  and  shoulders  elevated  by 
pillows,  her  legs  stretched  out  and  seperated 
and  her  arms  extended  on  each  side  of  her 
person.  The  surface  of  the  body  was  warm, 
bat  presented  nothing  remarkable,  the  coun- 
tenance placcid,  and  the  pupils  somewhat  dil- 
ated. Three  hours  after  death,  1  witnessed 
great  yellowness  and  lividness  of  the  face,  an 
abundant  froth  of  a  crimson  color,  at  mouth 
and  nost  ils,  re-appearing  as  often  as  it  was 
wiped  away,  while  the  fingers  'Of  both  hands 
were  of  a  dark  livid  hue  to  the   knuckle*. 

As  TjuI  play  was  suspected,  (though  of  Jfchis 
I  was  not  informed)  on  the  next  day  I  was 
urged  by  the  family  to  make  a  post-mortem 
examination,  which  was  performed  reluctant- 
ly and  in  a    hurried    manner. 

On  exposing  the  body  the  discoloration  was 
was  found  to  be  general.   A  jaundiced  yellow  | 
pervaded  the  entire    surface,    and    large  livid 

blotches  exhted    on  the    inside  of  the  thighs,  j 

l 

over  the  chest,  on  the  arms  and  sides  of  the! 
abdomen.  The  face  was  now  much  swollen  j 
and  discolored,  and  the  same  deep  colored  I 
frothy  mucous  from   the  nostrils    and  mouth  j 


was  in  such  a  quantity  as  nearly  concealed  it. 
The  abdomen  was  considerably  enlarged,   and 
on  being  opened  allowed  the  escape    of  gas  of 
a  remarkable  fetor,    and  exhibited   the  ^ravid 
uterus  reaching  to  the  umbilicus.  The  venous 
congestion  of  all  the  abdominal  viscera  at  once 
attracted  my  attention.    The  peritoneum  was 
highly  congested;    the  whole   tract  e>f  the  m. 
testines  was  covered   by  a  net-work  of  venous 
capillaries;  liver  dark,  and  spleen  gorged  with 
blood ;  the  uterus  participating  in  the  general 
condition    of  the  vascular   turgescence,     was 
through  the  distended  veins  most  completely 
injected,  presenting  a  very  dark,  blackish  ap- 
pearance ;  bladder  of  the  natural    dimensions. 
On  removing  the  uterus  the  common  iliac  ar- 
tery  and  vein  were  accidentally  cut,    and   the 
blood  which    gushed    out  into    the.pelus  was 
very  fluid.  The  uterus  appeared  to  ba  the  seat 
of  six  months  gestation,    weighed    nearly  five 
pounds;    os  u'eri  presented    no  marks  of  vio- 
lence ;  the    organ   was    carefully  inei-ed,    the 
decidua  reflexa  and   membranes    of  the   foetus 
were  untouched,  and  the  amniotic  fluid  abund- 
ant.  I  satisfied    myself  that   these    structure8 
had  suffered  no  actual   violence,  whatever  ehe 
might  have  been  attempted.  The    fee" us,  which 
was  a  male,  I  first  announced  to  be  five  months 
old,  but  while  arranging  it  for  preservation,    I 
found  it    had   reached   the  seventh  month.   It 
weighs  two  pounds  and  a  hal ' — was   not    ac- 
curately measured — short  black  hairs  on    the 
head;  eyelids  not  alherent:  eyebrows  visible; 
nails  nearly  attaining  the  ends  of  the  fingers  ; 
pinna  perfectly    detached,    and    well  formed  j 
sexual  organs  well  eleveloped,  testiedes  neither 
in  the  scrotum  nor  inguinal    canals:  bodyco- 
vered  with    an  unctuous  indui>us  ;    epidermis 
peeling  <  if  in  some  places,  from  prolonged  eon- 
tact  with  the  amniotic   liquid. 

Not  anticipating  any  farther  trouble  in  the 
matter*  and  regarding  this  a  case  of  accident- 
al suicide  while  attempting  abortion,  I  here 
ended  ray  examination  without  either  opening 
the  thorax  or  cran'u  r>,  which  should  have 
been  examined,  could  1  have  foreseen  whafe 
wa-j  to  have  followed. 

These  cadaveric  appearances,  especially  the 
the  external  si^n^  weie  s  iffioient  for  me  to.  de- 
termine  a  death  by  poi»oo,  for  she  had  been 
seen  in  perfect  health  on  the  morning  of  her 
death  at  10  o'clock,  as  well  as  by  myself  on 
\he  previous  day,  and  therefore  died  neither 
of  yellow  fever  nor  high  bilious  conjestiw 
be  only  two  kinds  of  death  whioh  I  am  aware 
ould  possibly  have  determined  such  external 
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discoiorations.  iiefo^eajury  Uf  ftnqwfestj  her  j 
]  regnanCy  and  death  by  pvbon  I  was  obliged  I 
to  announce,  when  tii  *  stomach  secured  at! 
"both  orifices,  was  submitted  for  analysis  to  j 
Prof.  Hume.  On  opening  this  organ,  its  rn^i- 1 
cous  membrane  was  decidedly  hypertrophied  | 
bat  not  softened,  abraded  ia  several  sj}ota,  in-  | 
tensely  congealed  in  a  poMioa  oi'  its  extent  | 
with  the  gastric  glands  considerably  eularg-  j 
ed,  a  condition  of  things  to  which  wo  muA  | 
again  presently  advert'; 

It  occurred  to  me  while  reflecting  on  the! 
subject  that  these  combined  appearances 
roight  result  from  the  exhibition  of  the  sul- 
phate of  copper,  or  some  medicinal  fumgus1,  a- 
ergot,  for  I  had  Ouee  befoie  witnessed  such  an 
appearance  of  the  viscera  an  1  the  fame  ex- 
ternal livlditj,  with  much  less  yellowness-, 
however,  in  or.e  who  being  pregnant  died 
from  taking  an  inoidirore  quan-ity  of  ergot. 
which  had  ruptured  the   u'.erus. 

Beirig  then  informed  by  Dr.  Hume  that  he 
could  discover  none  of  the  mineral  poisons, 
nor  opium  in  any  shtpe,  I  suggested  that  he 
bhould  search  for  ergot,  which  he  was  xery 
soon  able  to  detect.  This  was  cox  firn  atorv 
testimony  of  the  most  satisfac  ory  character, 
which  the  deposition  of  another  witness  wis 
destined  to  sft<rersgtileB  :  the  apothecary  who 
Fold  the  ergot,  testiac!  fci  a"  the  pr's  mer  had 
purchased  some  ounces  fr  in  him.  and  told 
him  Ci  it  zc is  for  a  korsc  w'rick  h  il  t'ts  LtJ-t&J' 

Suspicion  resting  upon  him  who  purchased 
the  ergot,  who  occupied  the  known  relation  ©I 
husband  towards  the  decease,  and  in  whose 
houses  she  was  found  d(  ad  ;  he  was  a-raivned 
for  trial  and  capitally  indictel  :  1st  for  having 
feloniously  administered,  or  ca  ased  to  be  ad- 
ministered a  quantity  of  ergot  to  provoke  abor- 
tion on    ■ .tn'eii  a  prrguant  woman,  where 

of  she    died;    and  2  I.  for  being    an     ac  ess  »r v 

to  the    fact  of  the  suicide  of d>y    means 

of  ergot  taken  to  procure  abort io  i. 

To  support  this  in  liotmenb,  it  w.is  necessary 
to  prove   that  the  defend  int  i.a  1  e'ver    adaiini- 
tered,   or  camel  to  be  admin -ia'pied   the^ergtfi 
Ijq  question,    or  wether    being    aJm"ni-tered  i 
actually  caused  her  death  beyond  a  reasonable 
legal  doubt  .These  doubt3    were    predicted  as 
might  have  been  expected  upo->    the  incr.npht 
tmes   of  the  necropsy,    and  the   benefits   of  t'ht 
tame,   through  a  wise  and  hum;. t\  law  is  ahvay.-> 
given    to  the  prisoner.   The  judge,  therfore  re 
yarded  the  case  as    one  of   sii  pie'oi,      rather 
than  proof  against  the  |»ri%orf6*j    who     wjs  ac- 
cordir  li'y    acquitted. 
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L  A  h  b  h  i     DidjnTlrnrJftc    oKEUnco 
By  Horace  Nelson,  M.  ©• 


WOI.FR.EB  KELSON,    M    I>. 


•'•  Lei  your  biographer  be  ever  so  fair,  and  so  impar. 
,ial,  ai;J  he  shall   find  bis  work    carped  at   by    critics 

mx&  rejected  by  the  envious. "—Sir  Carr  Scroop. 


In  continuation  of  the  Biographical  Sketches 
eemoitLCed  in  our  first  Volume,  of  old  and 
distinguished  members  of  the  Profession,  and 
which  will  be  continued  from  time  to  time, 
*€  press  nt  our  Readers  with  an  outline  of  the 
areer  of  Dr.  Wolfred  Nelson. 

We  are  aware  of  the  restraints,  imposed  up- 
on us  by  the  sacred  ties  that  bind  us  to  him, 
we  eann<  t,  therefore,  indulge  in  that  strain  of 
eulogy  and  commendation,  which  we  would 
be  pleased  to  do.  were  it  applied  to  a  stranger. 
\Ve  shall  be  as  concise  as  pu  sible  in  our  de. 
fail  of  .the  events  which  have  characterize  1 
the  life  of  one,  whose  name,  whether  as  a  pro- 
fessional, or  a  political  man,  id  fa m  liar  not 
«ovy  so  ail  in  Canada,  his  native  land,  but  is 
not  unknown  in  the  United  States,  and  more 
espf  cially  in  that  section,  which  was  his  a- 
bode  durhig  an'  exile  of  four  years,  and  where 
lie  has  left  many  friends  who  will  long  cher- 
ish his  lemtmbranee  with  kindly  feelings, — - 
feelings,  which  we  well  know,  the  Dr.  hk  st 
inctrely  reciprocates 

The  su>  ject  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  the 
.;i:y  of  Montrca1,  on  the  Uhh  July  1732,  and 
is  the  third  son  of  the  late  William  Nelson, 
iv-'q  ,  —  wh  ,):o  father  was  an  officer  in  the  Roy- 
al Navy,  and  whose  mother  was  Miss  Head, 
both  of  old  and  distinguished  familhs  of  the 
uoxth  of  Kngbu-d.  The  Dr. 'a  mother  was  a 
diughter  of 'J.  G.  Dies,  of  Cln  rry  Valley.  N.  Y. 
Mr.  D'.'j  being  a  warm  loyalist  was  d'uiing  the 
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Amcjiciin  lievolubon,  o  msptdied  *o  Hf  to  pi-  |  lice  i';  l  V«;;  v  as  therq^y.  uUhat,:'  ex- 
r.ada,  thereby  forfeiting  a  valuable  jjfw&infi  \  ^i*m#$.;tbe  Judge,  "use  Arsenic  !  Did  ever 
known  to  this  day  as  'Dies"  Mama.''  any  one  bear  the    I  kel   Wh%    it  is  never  em- 

On  the  22nd  Dec,  Wj d  Nkison  was  ay-  pV-ed  but  to  afi«on  rats.  No,  no,  he  shall  not 
premictd  to  Dr.  Caktkk,  Garrison  surgeon  at  !  pass  Si'  "Stafre  to  bid  Honor  the  doseyou-wculd 
Y/illiam  Henry,  (Soul.)  lieing  giited  witb  !  adMfl*i*#ej$^da^ei?$Q§e4  another  of  the  exam- 
muoh  c-neigy,  ike  young  Aspirant  appl  ea  |  iners.  Up'--n  giving ;  the  recipe  of  Fowlers  sp- 
h'mself  with  zeal  mid  diligence  to  la?  studios,  hition,  and  the  extremely  minute  portion  of 
and  here  laid  the  foundation,  n-  on  which  he  !  the  mineral  eor,ve\ed  through  this  prepara- 
has  erected  a  well  known  reputation.  In  hide  ;  sion,  the  virtuous  ind'gnation  and  sppreherv- 
more  than  two  years  the  di  udgery  of  an  <  x-  vi<,D  of*,  he  worthy  Justice  somewhat  Kibdided. 
toasive  eeuairy  practice  devolved  up  n  him,  c\\  {]  on  the  following  question  being  eubmit- 
as  we:l  as  the  care  of  a  large  number  of  ndli-  ;  ted  '0  the  Candidate,  he  entirely  concurred 
tary  -invalids  and  old  lovalis's.  He  was  re-  |  :,n  the  response. —  '-Would  you  bleed  freely  in 
natktd  for  his  boldness  in  surgical  cases  ao  1  Rheumatism  \  To  v. inch  the  reply  was,  "only 
the  very  outset,  and  the  interest  which  he  j  under  very  urgent  circumstances.*'  '-You  are 
manift  sred  for  his  patients,  seemed  to  Jusn  witon^^Vsaid^hepPoe-ter.  "No  V]  vociferated 
their  esteem  and   friendship.  j  tl,e  ju(jg«.''-have  j;m  forgotten  that  you  near- 

At  the  expiation  of  hisapprentiship  in  Dec   |  lj{  ])ltd  me  to  d{.ath  -   m^  ]aifc  attaek  of  rheu- 
]>10,  the  Dr.  established   himself  at   St.  Den- 
is,   on   the  Richelieu  River,    where,  the   year 
previous  he  had  remained  foaae,  wetks  in  con 


matisrn,  and  that  1  have  not  been  the  same 
man  since  Von  are  are  right,  young  man, 
in    Rheumatism  !    i  beleive 


eschew   bleedin; 


sequence  of  the  prevalence  of  Influenza,  wh'ch 
proved  fatal  to  many    old  and  debilitated  per- 

s«  as.   He  had  the  good  fortune  to  arrive  at  the 


we  mav  let  him  pass,  hut-  he  must  be  cautions 
aboit  the  Arsenic.  It  will  net  do  to  kill  folks 
with  it.    though  it  is  well  enough  for  rats.'" — 


seat  of  its  ravaaes  at  the  decline  of  the  disease,  , 

'-Wv  "   '  h  ■-  1  the  rapd  strides    wuich  nave    been    raaue  in 

the.  cases  being  rnarkei  by  a  miller  type-,  ami  I     r    *,     r  '.,  .  r.        ,        P  ,    , 

ua  odstis  uui»0  j         ^  o£    ,  ., ,    j  the  profi?ss,on  .m  Canada   of  late     3  ear?,  ean- 

the  deaths  occurring  at  longer  into:  vals.    Ihife  ;  „^  .       .*.  _        va^  t.b 


happy  btate  of  things  was  at  e-nce  attributed 
to  the  skill  and  talent  of  the  .yuu:  g  '  Do-tor," 
nad  the  cordial .  icjeptioa.  writh  which  he  vyas 
greeted,  when  a  twelve  month  later,  he  per- 
manently eslablhhed  his  residence  in  that  vil- 
lage, would  seem  a  natural  effusion  of  paid  e 
gratitude.  But  to  leiuoae  :  in  February  of  the  | 
iolluwing  year,  fie  ja  sed  his  examination  a 
Montreal.  While  an  oilhw-pupil  of  the  Dr.V. 
we  have  on  several  occasions  heard  biai  give- 
•an  account  of  the  »  ideal.  In  theee  palmy  day- 
for  piofessionai  aspirants,  physicians  were 
"few  and  Tar  be'Wven,"'  and  the  admission  to 
Practice  easy,  as  m  iy  be  inferred  w;hen  vci- 
state  that  Dr.  N.,  then  a  youth  of  10  years  oi 
a«?e,  was  dubbed  with  the  honorable  title  oi 
Doctor!  his,  inleed  quite  probabh,  fchac.  ho 


ot  oe- Darter  ex<  ni; utiea  man  oy  contrasting. 
the  above  she'eh  of  a  candidate's  examination 
with  what  obtains  at  the  present  day. 

The  Doitor  at  once  entered  upon  an  ex- 
Lens:\o  practice,  and  every  thing  seemed  to 
promise  prosperity  and  happiness,  when  these 
bright  prospects  became  darkened  by  the  ap- 
p.  aranee  ia  ihe  \illage  on  the  opposite  shore, 
of  a  rival.  Ijiis  gentleman  was  several  years 
</hi.n\  and  had  enjoyed  for  better  opportuni- 
ties of  acepiiring  medical  education,  than  had 
i'alicn  to  the  lot  of  Dr.  Nelson.  This,  the  lat- 
ter at  once  perceived,  and  became  convinced 
that  he  had  a  dangerous  competitor  to  con- 
tend against.  He  was  determined,  however, 
n  it  to  yield  him  an  easy  vieh-ry  ;  he  purchas- 
ed new  books  with  the    scan'y    funds    he  was 


hoard'ng  up.  and  wherewith    to  provide   him. 
owed  much  of  his  good  fortune  to  his  pltysiq-ic,  j  gelf  a  g^  ^   ge    Hy  became    more  gtu_ 

being  in  stature  G  feet  2  inches,  while  his  !  lYl0a^  &i:d  V:J  CvVed  his  attention  and  as^idui- 
tace  was  adorned  with  a  most  com  lacing  pair  j  ty  towards  1  is  patients,  and  it  was  but  a  short 
of  whiskers,  as  also  to  the  compo  itior.  of  the  '  time,  ere  lie  could  meet  Iris  antagonist  in  eon- 
Board,  consisting  of  two  Physic:ain8,  one  Es-  |  suifcaUoi,  with  composure  and  even  assurance. 
ecutive  Councili  r  and  a  Judge  fur  President!  lie  niUma'elv  in  untamed  his  ground  B0  yr&\] 
In  the  course  <  f  ris1  intc :rrogatiofis,  he  wa-i '  that  the  new  eoner  h>['i  h'm  master  of  the. 
ftrfct-d;  if   **I  p  \*i  uld    vk'o   A  svinp  in  hi  1  Prac-  '  lield. 
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Shortly  after  this  period,  was  declared  the  j  an^fc  assistance,  he  performed  the  operation, 
disastrous  war  between  England  and  the  Unit- 1  the  protruded  bowel  was  larger  than  a  pint- 
ed  States,  and  there  being  but  few  medical  j  bottle,  of  a  deep  chocolate  color,  and  very 
men  in  the  country,  the  Doator  volunteered  j  toft  and  tender.  The  ring  was  dilated  as  far  as 
his  services  as  Battalion- surgeon,    and  this   at  j  was  prudent,    but  the    strangulated   intestine 

could  not  be  returned.  Without  more  ado,  the 
Dr.  plunged  a  lancet  transversely  into  the  bow- 
el (a  wound  in  this  direction  not  being  much 


the  risk  of  much  injury  to  his  private  practice. 
The  force  having  shortly  after  been  disband- 
ed, the  Dr.  returned  to  the  s  at  of  his  early 
labors,  which  was  considered  one  of  the  most  j  disposed  to  gape,)  from  which  gushed  out  up- 


extensive  and  lucrative  in  Richelieu  county. 
In  1819  he  married  Charlotte  daughter  of 
the  Honble   Noyelle  De  Fleurimont. 

The  Dr.  as  well  as  his  brother  Robert,  who 
resided  in  Montreal,  had  witnessed  but  a  few 
trivial  surgical  operations,  and  half  a  dozen 
amputations  during  their  apprenticeship,  stall, 
they  hesitated  not  to  cope  with  the  most  dan 
gerous  an  i  important  eases,  and  their  efforts 
were  almost  uniformly  crowned  with  striking 
success.  As  an  evidence  of  their  self-reliance, 
we  subjoin  the  following  circumstance  which 
occurred  to  Dr.  Robert  N.  A  gentleman, 
who  had  long  suffered  from  stone  in  the  blad- 
der, summoned  all  the  members  of  the  Facul- 
ty in  the  City,  to  a  consultation.  The  result 
was,  his  being  advised  to  visit  London.  'T 
will  operate,  if  you  will  permit  me,"  said  the 
Doctor  yet  hardly  out  oi  his  teens.  "You,  sir?5' 
exclaimed  the  Surgeon  in  chief,  who  was  pre 


wards  of  a  pint  of  liquid  fasces,  when  the  pro- 
trusion was  reduced  with  the  utmost  facility. 
The  abdomen  wras  well  compressed  by  a  flan- 
nel bandage,  the  utmost  quiet  enjoined,  and 
nothing  but  liquid  nutriment  allowed.  In  two 
weeks  the  patient  was  about  his  avocations. 
1  -n  three  or  four  other  very  similar  occasions 
he  has  had  recourse  to  the  same  treatment, 
and  with  the  like  success. 

For  a  number  of  years,  he  has  discontinued 
cutting  down  upon  arteries  for  ligaturing 
them,  effectually  suppressing  the  hemorrhage 
from  wounded  arteries  of  the  extremities, 
even  of  the  biachial  and  femoral  trunks,  by 
means  of  a  firm  compression  of  the  limb,  from 
its  very  extremity  to  the  trunk.  In  the  Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  of  1846,  Dr. 
Nelson  described  his  method  of  bandaging,  or 
rather  swathing  the  limbs;  and  through  the 
medium  of  that  excellent  periodical  he  has  de- 


sent,  'let  me  tell  you,  that   there  are  but  few    ^ileda  novel  means  of  introducing  medicines 


surgeons  evtn  in  London,  who  dare  operate 
for  Lithotomy.'''  'Tt  is  only  unfortunate,  that 
there  are  so  few  capable  of  the  duties  pertain- 
ing to  the  Profession/'  was  the  young  man's 
rejoinder.  His  self-reliance  inspired  a  feeling 
of  entire  confidence  in  the  suffer. r,  and  the 
next  day  the  Dr.  removed  a  large  calculus  in 
a  few  minutes,  the  patient  recovering  gpeedi- 
ly.  Dr.  Eobmit's  sphere  was  by  far  the  most 
extensive,  and  he  was  better  known  as  an  op 


incases  of  lock-jaw,  hysteria,  and  convulsions, 
when  the  mouth  is  firmly  closed,  and  which 
we  will  briefly  notice  here.  A  metal  spoon  is 
bent  at  the  point  so  as  to  be  easily  introduced 
into  the  nose,  and  thu3  he  pours  medicines 
through  the  nasal  passages,  into  the  pharynx, 
thereby  avoiding  the  barbarous  practice  of 
breaking  the  anterior  teeth  In  cases  of  as- 
phexia  and  collapse,  where  the  powers  of  life 
are  all  but  extinct,   he  has   long    been  in  the 


that  fails  to  the  Surgeon's  lot,  and  this  gener- 
ally without  the  assistance  of  a  brother-prac- 
titioner, none  being  in  the  neighborhood. 

Tbe  Dr.  possesses  much  decision  of  charac- 
ter, and  is  prepared  for  any  emergency,  as  evi- 


erator;  still  Dr.  Wolfrkd  was  equally  success   habit  of  dipping  a  strong   but  soft    feather  in 

c  i         j  i  r  i     i  r  „.    Aromatic  Spirit  of  Ammonia    and  plunging  it 

ful,  and  has  performed  almost  every  operation    .  .-r  ?       °    » 

into  the  nares  and  throat.  This  provokes  an 
effort  at  inspiration  and  deglutition,  often  al- 
so sneezing ;  soon  after  which,  normal  and 
regular  i»*p  ration  ensues,  and  the  patient  is 
snatched  from  impending  death. 

As  the  object  of  our  present  remarks  U  util- 


dence  of  which,  we  relate   the  following   inci     ity  to  the  profession  at  large,  we  offer  noapol- 
dent,  which  happened   shoitly   after  entering    qgy  for  subjoining  au  outline  of  his  treatment 
practice    He  was  summoned  to   the    hed-e\di>\  t\>r  Burns  and  Erysipelas,    his  plan  appearing 
of  an  aged  man  represented   to  be  dying.   The  I  to  us  peculiar,    and  knowing  it  to  be  attended 
♦•use  was  one    of   irreducible   hernia:   witliotr  j  with  the  hapj  iest    results. 
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A  roan  was  scalded  in  a   &team-ixiill;  on  re-  j  ouj,  bat  less  so  than  for  protrush  n     in  ihflarn- 
raoving  Iiis  clothes,  the  epidermis  of  the  entire]  roation  of  the  periosteum,    the  Dr.   iruises  the 


body  cime  off:  the  f«or  fallow  was  immediar  whole  extent  of  the  pain  and  tumefaction, 
tely  seized  with  a  cold  tremor  and  could  bare- 1  however  slight,  carrying  the  knife  down  to 
]y  breathe  Fifty  drop*  of  Tinct:  Onii  wrre.i  the  bone,  relief  is  at  cn.ee  experienced,  and 
administered  with  two  teaspoon  fuls  of  iEth.  | recovery  eoon  takes  place,  thereby  preventing 
Mt,  and  the  body  waa  thickly  enveloped  in  a  motft  protracted  disease,  and  its  seqiuila,  ca- 
cotton  wadding.  The  rigors  ceased  in  about  j  ries,  hectic  fever,  &c.  He  invariably  adopts 
half  an  hour,  collapse  supervened,  and.  this!  the  fame  treatment  in  Nodes,  whether  from 
was  at  the  end  of  two  hours  succeeded  by  vio-  local  or  constitutional  causes,  layinw  the  bone 
lent  reaction  ;  then  came  stupor  and  heavy  ■  bare  wherever  there  is  pain,  and  with  the 
breathing,  face  nusrved,|eyes  conjested,  &c.  happiest  results;  if  properly  managed,  no  scar 
Forty  ounces  of  blood  were  drawn,  which  re-  remains,  not  even  on  the  forehead, 
moved  the  oppression,  and  a  calm  refreshing  We  shall  now  present  our  readers  with  a 
sleep  of  several  hours  followed.  In  three  weeks  |  brief  narrative  of  the  Dr. 'a  jwlitical  life;  it 
the  cure  was  complete.  The  cotton  dressing  |  may  prove  of  some  interest  from  the  extraor- 
"was  allowed  to  fall  off  at  will,  being  immedi- ;  dinary  vicsssitndes  to  which  he  has  been  ex- 
ately  replaced  wherever  the  part  was  raw  posed,  and  may  be  useful  to  such  as  may  be 
and  suppurative.  ;  disposed  to  enter  the    political   arena,   teach- 

When  the  Dr.  resided  in  Pittsburgh,  Ery-  \'mg  them  the  truth  of  the  old  proysrb  that, 
sipelas  was  very  prevalent  as  an  epidemic, !  'honesty  has  its  reward."  One  phase  of  it  we 
proving  fatal  in  very  many  instance*.  His  feel  positive,  will  not  sooa  be  forgotten  in  his 
course  of  treatment  was  as  follows  :— Calomel  native  country,  or  ia  that  section  of  the  Unit- 
and  Jalap,  of  each  xxgrs.,  eo  as  to  clear  out  ed  States  where  we  residp,  as  weli  as  along 
theprimia  vies]  this  was  succeeded  by  Nitr.  the  whole  Frontier.  The  Doctor  was  a  strong 
«f  Potash  and  Tar*,  of  Antimony,  for  the  pur-  Tory,  as  were  all  his  family  and  the  society- 
pose  of  acting  upon  the  tkin,  but  more  espe-  where  he  was  brought  up,  but .being  naturai- 
cially  upon  the  kiiEejs.  The  affected  part;  to  ij  of  an  inquisitive  mind,  he  began  more  nar- 
be  kept  constantly  covered  with  dry  wheaten  rowly  to  look  into  public  matters,  than  he 
flour  and  cotton-  to  prevent  evaporation,  and  had  ever  done  previous  to  having  the  pirent- 
thereby  save  the  system  from  being  laid  under  al  roof.  He  was  ^not  long  ere  he  discovered 
contribution,  as  it  were,  to  supply  caloric  to  that  there  was  something  -'rotten  in  the  State 
the  inflamed  part,  a?  he  termed  it.  If  the  of  Denmark."  That  one,  and  infinitely  the 
iread  and  face  a  re  the  seat  of  the  disease,  «a' smallest  party  claimed  as  an  inheritance  all 
large  blister  was  applied  between  the  shorT  'the  -loaves  and  fishes," — etery  place  of  emol- 
ders  as  a  revulsive;  the  feet  were  enveloped  \  ument  and  honor,  and  looked  down  upon  the 
in  synapisms,  and  the  more  effectually  to  pre-  j  Franco-Canadians,  not  only  as  an  inferior 
vent  the  determination  to  the  brain,  the  lead 'race,  but  as  aliens  in  every  thins,  and  who 
of  the  bed  was  .elevated  some  ten  or  twelve |  were  tolerated  upon  sufferance,  with  no  right 
inches,  the  Dr. 's  object  being  to  equalize  as ;  or  title  as  British  subjects  !  He  had  not  long 
much  as  possible  the  vascular  action.  In  all  sojourned  among  the  ''Canadians,"  before  he 
Cerebral  and  Febrile  affections,  he  adopts  was  satisfied  that  they  were  cruelly  wronged, 
this  metliod — the  inclined  plane,  with  mani-  and  shamefully  trodden  upon.  Possessing  an 
fesfc  advantage.  The  Dr.  is  utilitarian,  and  j  inherent  hatred  of  tyranny  and  injustice,  and 
we  feel-asi-ured,  he  will  not  disapprove  of  the  habitually  bold  and  free  in  his  deportment, 
liberty  we  have  taken  io  giving  this  summary  he  used  no  reserve  in  expressing  his  detesta- 
of  his  practice  in  a  few  cases  of  disease,  as  it  t ion  of  the  way  the  country  was  governed, 
is  in  some  degree  original  and   peculiar.  He  was  but  too  well  aware,  that  the  attitude 

In  Hernia  of  the  Brain,  he  uses  Digitalis  he  now  assumed  would  be  most  disagreable 
with  marked  benefit,  it  controls  the  circula- 1  to  those  he  loved  yet  he  balanced  not  in  break- 
tion,  and  lessens  its  impetus  upon  the  brain;  ling  up  in  a  great  measure,  old  and  fond  a?so 
in  -Fungus  of  that  organ,  it  is  afco  advantage- !  ciations,    and  decided  at  once    between  what 
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he  sincerely    eiiev:di  ivhi  right&&9in*>tiV:-rorf-g 
This  manly  at 


n  ' 


I    ♦-, 


j  u-i^  sco  i  bec.ieu  ton  m  em* 
confidence  of  i.  n  a  en  ite  nelghb'mi'hoijd, 
where  airea  y  he  whs  m<  ch  esteemed  in  con* 
Stqtunce  of  Li?j  mt  Or  n  as  a  Pl-y-iehvn.  aid 
]  is  invar  al  le  attention    and    kimin-  ss  to  the 


ner  to  in  he  (  ubj^  i  vaei  i  to  pai  -ty  and  politic- 
al i  a  •  Or?  r  7  his  i  Co-  rred  in  1>27.  The  Far* 
liarnent  Was  disMilved  in  a  few  months  another 
•liberal"  was  eh- cast  J  iiicosgbi*t*.-d  Dr.'s  in- 
fluence.  and  In;  seturfeed  to  his  practice. 
f>otw*in.- landing  ti  at  the  Tory,    or  Gi/vgriis 


poor.  He  was.  tb^te'ore.  frequently  consulted  merit  par  y:  ap  i!,ev  v.  ?v  robdest-jU  h\ii  too  truly 
in  relation  to  public  v,  alters,  and  oltiraiateiy  styled  fcheiaseaves,  were  in  a  contemptible  mi* 
tov^k  TM  i  1  ad,  i.ni  by  common  consent,  va*  rn.rifv  both  in  the  Country  an  i  in  the  House 
placed  at  the  head  of  all  the  public  meeting*  j  of  Assembly,  being  enabled  to  muster  but  sev- 
in  the  unrounding  Parn-he*.  |  en  or  eight    number?,  still  Lad  they  the   pow- 

Dr.  Nkt.son  at  this  time  possessed  many  ex  !  er  to  render  ab.  rtive  every  effort  mccU  by  an 
tensive  Farm?,  pevc-ml  Mills,  sia&ge  Distill-  ,  overwhelming  majority  for  the  good  alike  of 
<*ry,  and  had  a  fery  large  practice,  lie  attend-  '■  the  Colony,  and  fur  the  honor  of  the  British 
ed  closely  to  these  multifarious  occupations,  Ciown.  The  authorities,  both  in  Canada  and 
and  still  found  ;ime  to  keep  pace  with  the  lit-  i|*  England  were  either  blind  or  morbidly  in- 
crature  of  frs  professLm.  He  had  been  repeat-  hituatud,  or  reckless  of  the  consequences  that 
t-cly  titcrtd,  and  declined,  the  Representation [J  do  ;r  bought  experience  should  have  taught 
of  his  C-  unty  in  Parliament  :  but  he  at  last  I  them  would  certainly  eventuate  from  such  in- 
yielded  to  the  pressing  solicitations  of  the  lib-    sane  policy.  The  utmost  discontent  now  spread 


era!  Electors  of  the  '-Royal    Borough  of   Wil- 
liam Henry,"  to  oppose  the   then   Aitorney- 


throu^huiit   the  hngth   and    breadth   of   the 
land:  and  it  finally  manifested  itself  bv  large 


General,  a  man  of  most  corrmanding  abilities,    public  meetings  in  almost  every  pariah  :  these 
an  eld  and    successful     'stag' t'    in  such  mat-  :  tokens  of  displeasure  were  derided  and  treat- 
ters,  and  one,  few  nun  like  i  to  contend  with,  j  ed  with  contempt  i  At  last  a  vast  assemblage 
When  the  talents  and  position   of  tbi>  g-ntle.    tock  pkee  at  St.  Charles,  Richelieu  River,  on 
man  are  considered,  and  that  the  Seigucry    of'  the  23d  October  1837,    of  the    inhabitants   of 
Soicl  is   the    jrrot_ci"y    of   Government,—  that  ;  the  six  Counties,  that  border  it  on  either  side, 
the  Governor  himielf  was  in    the     Borough  at  j  Many  of  the   mest  influential  men  of  distant 
the  time,  ( though  it  is  but  fair  to    state,   thai    parts  of  the  country  attended,    and  took   part 
he  did  not  ajpear   to    act  as  a  partisan.)    sur-  I  in  the  iroceedings,  at  the  head    of  whom  Air. 
rounded  by  a  huge  reiinue,— that  nearly  half  i  Papim.ea.ij  was  the  most  prominent.     Dr.  Wfd 
of  the  voters  v,  ere    either  cmce-holders  or    old  ::  Atelsjjn  was  by  an    unanimous  vote  called   to 
)  ensionei>,  it  must  be  admitted  that  it  recjuir-  !  the  Presidency  of  this  most  important  conven- 
ed no  snail  amount  of  moral  courage  to  enter  ;  tion.     Many    very    spirited    resolutious   wera 
the  lists  againtt    tuch    fearful    odds.  But  the    moved  and   carried  unanimously,    which   we 
Dr   proved   himself  equal    to  the  emergency  ;  !  must  admit  were  couched  in  very  strono-  temrs, 
and  to  the  utter  dismay  of  the  Tories,    and  to  ;  though  the  projectors  were  m.st  cautious   not 
the  astonishment    of  the    whole    country,  he  j  to  beti ay   themselves  into  acts  of  sedition, 
carried  the  day,  by  a  n  ajority  of  two  or  three        These  precautions,  however,  were  of  no  a\ail 
votes,  and   afcer  seifm  days   poling  about  130  \  the  Tory    party    (we   do  not   say  the  Governr 
votes,  each  vote   being  the    subject  of  a  loud,  j  aunt,  for  this  was  ruled  by  the  above  party,) 
long  and  violent  wrangle  between   the  Candi-  i  construed  these  proceedings  into  acts  of  open 
dates.   In  the  Courts  of  Jus'ke,  the  foiled  and    sedition,    if  not  of   downright   rebellion;  and 
most  disappointed  A-;  torney-General  sought    this,    as  a   pretext   for    scouring    the   country 
a  balm  for  his  wounded  pride,  but  here  again    with  Troops   to   arrest  and   incarcerate  those 
the    Dr.    me     his  adversary,    who    was  a.-ain    most  distinguished    in  protesting   against  the 
degraded,  and  that,  under  circumstances  that  >  accumulated  abuses  uader    which   the  voople 
redounded  little  to  his   credit,  and    which  ul-    groaned,   and  which   the  Tory  faction  foresaw 
timately  led    to    his  dispriiee.il  from    the   high  j  would  lead  ultimately  |o  aniavos  igatioa  that 
and  important  office  he  held,  and  which  it  ap-  J  would   eventuate   in  their  exposure  and  ruin. 
pfcared  he  alrrmp'cd  in  a  most  lecklesK  man    •  \    de'aehmont    of    Dragoons    from    Montreal 
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w\mc  at  the  dead  of  the  n*ght,  and  torts  fcwu  opposit  on  i©  a  hundred  miserable  futils.  not 
most  re  -spec!  able  eitiz  ns  of  the  viLlkge  of  St  <  ns  ba/f  «>£  wbieh.  could  do  execution  at  thirty 
Johns  (of  whom  Dr.  D'Avionon,  ass  -elate  eon  J!llvu  a  l(j  evvn  an,]e..  .;,- ...  aisiiv-mU^  were 
tor  of  the  Lancet  wad  6n»»j  from  their  b  fts;  u*ei  by  p.-  lvons  Utile  aoeustotaed  to  the  arts 
ma-iaded  them,  tied  ropes  rbhnd  their  r.o^ks  0f  war.  Bur.  a  resolute  and  well  dirccie  I  tti* 
and  otherwise  treated  them  v;iih  every  mark  fhnee  kept  the  asKiilar,\s  at  bay,  an  1  aft.  r 
of  indignity.  The  more  eiibe'ually  to  insult  s. v,  D  j^xlrs-blrarp -footing  the- troops  retreat- 
the  people,  and  humble  rht-so  gentlemen,  they  t$.  leaving  behind  them  sefrelvri  kilted  and 
were  oiv.n  bv  a  circuitous  route,  that  thev  many  wounded,  together  wi  h  the  fiaftd  piece, 
might  thus  be  the  mure  espied.  But  a  few  st©res.  &o.  The  Dr.  bestowed  every  care  and 
brave  Canadians,  indignant  at  the  outrage, j  attention  upon  rh  :  o  aimed  soldiers  al  and,  n- 
gallantiv  rescued  the  prisoners,  and  put  toj  ed  (  n  the  held,  and  provided  for  theii  com- 
iTght  the  va;m  it  hoiscmen.  :e  rt  fa  rV^ry  p)S,4h!e  *-ay;    and  it  is  bat  fair 

A  Sew  days  sahseqoendy,    tw  o  large  bo&ie.-.  t-'i  state  that  the  p  >or  feliows  proved  thenm!vs3 
of  luops  we  e  ordered  to  Kieheltm    River,   tograudui. 

join  or  meet  at  H:  Charley   and  on  ibeir  way;      1  wh  days  after  "this  action,  (25m  Nov.,)  tins 

capture  every    individual   who    had  dared    to  upper  see-in  of   the  expedi  ion    attacked  the 

express  his  attachment  to,    at    the  same    time  Insurgents    at    St.    Chance,    uefeating    fchenr, 

taut  he  deprecated  the    violation   of   the  laws 'and  a  general  panic  ensued,  when   oar  b-iiig- 

sna    constituuon  oi    the    lend.    Ooe  party    of  e;  eat  Doctor,    who  had  by  a  singular    oukb 

bOi)  re  gu  ar.s  mirchcd  upon  St.  Denis  the  res- '  of  circumstances  been    metamorphosed  into-  a 

Idenee  of  Dr.    Nelson,  against  whom,    it  may  j  Military  commander,    found  himself  desertel 

■well  be  believed  they  were    not  tardy •jta  me-jby  his  associates,    and    had  no-   other  alterna- 

ditatmg  the  most   gtieviwuj    a-snul-.   A    knot; tive.ih*n  to  attempt  tosecuse  his  safety  by  a 

of  peasantry  assembled  ar  ami  him  o'eterahu  d  habtj  &  ght  to  the  United  States,  there  to  geek 

upor   h  s  pr\  taction,  and  his  (then;;  friend  Mr:  !  that  quiet  and  repose  denied    him  in    Canada. 

Papineau  who   had   taken    refuge    under  the-  Ten  days  a-'ter. the    engageraon1  at  St.    Denis, 

Dr.  s  roof  and  Leing    inil  leneed     by  no  other  ;  the  same    body  of  troops    considerably  re-;n- 

motive  than  personal  agrandlzement,    as  sub- -;  forced,  returned  to  the  s  :ene  of  their  first  d  s- 

nepent   even's    too    truely  proved,    disguised  conafiture,  and  notwithstanding  t  te  assurance 

1-imseJf  and  ala-eer.de d  at  the  very  first  report  given    the  Commander  that   the    Doctor   and 

ct  the  cmnon,  although  lie  was  out  of  harm's  the  others  implicated  in  the  resistance    on  the 

"way  for  the  moment.  The  people  were  enjoin-  23  1,  were  on  their  way  to   the  United  State?, 

eu  t)  abstain  from  all   acts    of  hostility,    and  •  and  that  the  Village  and  neighbourhood    wag 

told  that,  if  warrants    for  his  arrest    werj   is- :  in  perfect  peace,    and  every  one    desirous    of 

f-ued  and  served  in  tie  usual   legal  form,    the  .submission  and  quiet,  much  property  was  des- 

Br.  wa^  prepared  to   submit,  but   never  Would  |  trojed    by    fire,    the    volunteers   and   Tro<-p* 

he  yield    under   circumstances    involving    in-  running  riot  over  the  fdace.   Dr.  Nelson's  ex- 

suit    or  shame.     But    the  first   summons  from;  tensive    Distillery,    Steammlll,    Blowing   ea- 

the  invaders  was  a   cannon-ball    shot  through   tabiishments     stores,    cwoiling-house,     farm- 

tje  stone  house,   in  which   were  Dr.   Nelson  ,  house n    &e,   were   sacrificed    to  the   reckless 

and  his  fiiends,    ami    killed  three  ner.ons.  It  fury  of  the  invaders  of  a    peaceful  village    Oa 

was  only  then  that  the  Dr.   gave  orders  t>  re-  \  t h  is  ocrn-i^,    the    Dr/s  lojses  amounted    to 

turn  the  fire,    encouraging   every  man  to  sell ! early  §12  ),03>. 

his  life  as  elearly  as  possible,  as  it  was  quihej  Every  naLand  avenue  leading  from  Cana- 
evident  that  they  had  but  very  little  mercy  da  to  the  United  Stafes  were  guarded  with 
10  expect.  The  tiring  soon  became  very  active,  the  utmost  vigilance,  and  a  heavy  price  set 
but  the  parties  were  by  no  means  equal  as  upon  the  head  of  several  of  the  Chief  partiel- 
may  be  imagined  when  we  mention  tha*-,  on ;  pators  in  the  resistance  to  the  Tories,  among 
one  side  a  piece  of  heavy  ordnancj  and  five;  those  thus  designa'ed  was  Dr,  N.  Daring  el- 
humhel  excellent  muskets  fin  the  hands  ef  even  days  he  labored  to  escape,  andinthifc 
highly   disciplined   soldiers   were   arrayed  in  :  time  suneed   extremely  from  want,    eold  *nd 
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hunger,  being,  compelled  in  order  to  evade ;  most  successful  warrior  wins  on  the  battle- 
the  highways,  to  swim  rivers  and  sleep  in  the | stained- field.  Eat  it  was  cc  zed  upon  by  his 
snow  in  the  month  of  December.  lie  was  at' old  political  opponents,  and  those  enyious  cf 
las;  captured  at  night  in  the  woods,  when  I  truly  exalte!  position  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  Frontier,  and  i  in  a  roost  ungenerous  manner,  and  unworthy 
conveyed  to  the  Montreal  Gaol,  where  several  I  of  higjL-mindecl  adversaries  :  his  act  was  dis- 
hundiol   ether  reputed   offenders  had, already UUow.ed,    followed  by    a   heavy    censure   pro- 

,  .  .  j    ;  ,.,.     M    .    nouneed  against   tnat   great  and   good   man. 

been  mcaicerated.  Id  consequence  of  the  t/r.'f  |  „.._.■.         ° 

,  ]  tiowever,    an    aej  or   iisaejBumty    was   at    the 


same  time  passed,    whereby    the  Exiles    were 
debarred  from  all  action  of  damages  for  false 


successful     skirmish    with   the    military,    and 
more  particularly  on  account  of  his  influence, 

he  was  & emed  the  nxst  tit  person  upon  whom  imprisonment,  &c,  an  act  of  baseless,  not  one 
to  lavish  the  hatr.  d  and  vengeance  of  Lis  po- 1  0f  {\1Q  expatriated  Patriots  would  have  dream - 
litical  antagonists  then,  a^alwajs  at  the  head  ed  0£„tney  would  have  spurned  with  indig- 
of  the  Government,  and  he  daily  expected  to]  oatioxi,  the  idea  of  deriving  pecuniary  advan- 
expia'e  1  y  a  felon's  death,  his  efforts  in  re- j  fage  from  a  proceeding  in  which  they  cheer- 
sisting  the  encroachments  upon  his  rights  as  fully  acquiesced,  being  entirely  convinced 
a  British  subject  But  ulterior  proceedings!  tba1:  Lord  Durham's  motives  were  of  th.3  kind- 
were  suspended,  whils;  orders  were  awaited  feet  "and  most  ioHy  nature.  On  the  contrary, 
from  Ea*»lan/i.  | tti?y    applauded    and  jut-t;fied    the   act,    and 

'have  always    expressed  in  the  highest  terms, 
In  the  month  of  June  following,   Lord  DuR-Uhei-r  aa miration  of  the    noble  Lord's  conduct, 
ham  was  sent  to  Canada   with  aimo?t.imHmit-  janJ  opariVy  aii(|  boldly  deprecated  the  s-hame- 
ed  powers,  euch  was    the    well-merited    conn-  \fa\  treatment  he  meo  witu. 
dence  iv pose i    in    that   distinguished    States- 1 

man.    lie  is  reported    to    have"' said,    Chat. he  I      After  taming  three  weeks  in    the  Bermu- 
<  came  with  the  olive  branch   and   nob   with  a**"*  *«%*>  the  Esi1^  wcre   aPPri*ed   ^  the;r 
k\v«rd:  that  his    purine    waste    heal  disc-on- 1  ^i^atement  in   all    their  rights    and  privil- 
,  -A,-,      }      -    4.    1  1  ,  leges  as  British    subjects.     They    contrived   to 

tent,  and  nus  to  spill    b  o.ia  :    that   he    would     °  ,^J  ,-  y    ^      « 

J  ,        .  [.reach  the  United  State?,  where    Dr.    Nelson 

open  the    prison  doors,    and  make  a  generous!     .  .,    „  ,        r  ^  '■„„„ 

\  r      -      *  '  to  sojourned   for    nearly     four   years,    and    was 

appeal  to  men  of  all  process  ons   to  unite  with  1..^  by  ^   namerms    famliy    then  entiiely 

Lim  in  restoring  peace  and  iiarmjny:  to  assist  |de8titut;5  betQok  to  the  eseroige  of  his  Pro- 
him  in  establishing  a  form  of  Government |fa,&;on  and  once  ,nnje  fonni  hfms«if  e^tablish- 
tnkt  wouli  prove  the  security,  happiness,  andje,j  :n  comport  an<|  ha  -piness  in  h>is  household. 
prosperity  of  all  tli4  inhabitants  of  this  coun-j  y\Q  returned  to  Canada  in  August  1842,  and 
try  without  distinction'.* — la  a  luckless  hour .fixed  his  residence  m  Montreal,  where  he 
however,  he  yielded  to  the  representations  soon  entere  I  intc  an  extensive  snd  lucrative 
and  machinations  of  his  officials  and  of  the  old ;  practice,  which  he  1  as  enjoyed  to  this  day. 
dominent  hiC'i-n.  to  appease  whose  clamors  j  His  suffering*,  mental  and  physical,  togeth- 
sonfe  victims  must  be  sacrificed.  Dr.  Nelson  er  with  the  loss  of  property  amassed  during 
v.  ith  some  other  prominent  le  iders  were  ap- '  thirty:  years  of  at-  arduous  prac  ice,  never  for 
plied  to  and  magnanimously  placed  themst  Ives  a  moment  cut  a  damp  on  his  energies  and 
at  his  Lordrhiprs  pleasure  and  disposal,  being  jvi -or,  and  it  was  a  frequent  object  of  ).e- 
prepared  to  submit  to  every  sacrifice,  even  to  mark,  that  after  tuch  severe  trials,  at  his  pc- 
ihat  of  their  Jives,  provided  their  character  riod  of  life,  he  evinced  a  degree  of  activity 
and  b  nor  remained  inviolate,  and  that  the  an  1  application  seldom  witnessed  except  in 
interests  of  the  country  were  not  compromised*  y««ng  mabjus-'fcsti  ppinginto  the  public  arena, 
■>      .i  -r-i  •   t-  r  i   - i  '.         w},fv  •  all  their  sti  er;<v:h  and  ressources  are  to 

by  the  act.  The  neeoeiation — for  such  it  tru-   WIJf  r<s  ,ni  LlHU  ^l  C1  &  ; 

-  ,  •       1       r,     t.     •  -i     *    .1      he  tested     and  where    fortune   seemfc  beckon, 

ly  was,  resulted    in  the    Doctors    exile  to  the   ue  -f    'tu'    ,11U 

Bermuda  1, lands,    with  six  others,    one  being  'lD&  'm  thc  itfetaiiefe. 

his  steadfast  friend,  R.  &.  M.  BoccttETTE,  Esq  |      But  it  was  not  t'j.e  Dactors  good    fortune  to 

This  step  of  Lord  Durham's   was  I  a-ed  up-  be  allowed  quietly  to  resume   his  professional 

on  thc  noblest  motives,  and  when  duly  under-  dn  ies,  for  in  1843   a   d*puta*ion  from  his  oil 

fetood,  it  will  surround    his  name    with  a  halo  County,    waited    upon  him    with   the  request 

of  glory    far    more    enduring    than    that  thc   *<>  alio*  himself  *>.>•    P"t  in    nomination  as 
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candidate  at  the  approaching  election,    in  on* 
position  to  the    oldest,  and,    till  recently,  the 


his   pristine    energy   and     strength,     neither 
he  art- broken    or   crest   fallen    from  the  total 


second   mo*    popular   French-canadian,    but  \  }om  of  the  pienfciful  fmlts  of  a  previou8l y  weU 
who,_by  his  vacillating  and  truckling  conduct    8peDt  and  industriou8  ]ife  .  even  afe  thig 

forfeited  his  former  high   standing  among  his  \Utetej,  W  see  him    erect,   active,   and  with 

Countrymen,  who  seldom  allow  themselves  to   infc„DTVjani    .    „  .  ... 

,     .    .       -,        ,      ,„,  .  .    .     .  jinaepenaeat    bearing,    striving   to   recover  a 

be  twice  duped.     The  Dr.    deemed  it   incum-  ! 


bent  on  him  to  comply  with  the   generous  re- 


competency  for  the  winter  of  life,    which  his 


dearest  rights,  and   was    proud   to   sav,    that! 

*  "f.      .  ..  V  (  ,      may  look   into   the   vista.  perceive  still 

however  disastrous  the  movement  in  winch  he  ,,    ,  L    ' 

vori  .    M  a      ■      A       .   ,  . .,  ,       ,  .       '  go^e  small  share  of  comfort  and  happiness  in 

had  been  engaged,  might  have  proved  to  mm-    ,,,,  j  ,  ,  ..       l  x 

aazf  on  A  k    i  i         •   A--i     i  t      the  sear  and  yellow  leaf,"  while  he  is  acting 

sell   and  numberless   otner    muiuduais,    vet  I  „  ,  ° 

•  i       v    i  *u        4.-  r    i«        r  i         •        *,    T       as  a  useful  membet  of  Society,  wJhich  has  con- 
they  had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing   that   a  .     .         ,.         ;  J ' 

2   v        j  t.    i  i,    i  r         >L        i    stantJy  been  his    pride   and  arm.    and    bis  tit- 

vast  amount  ot  good  had  resulted  from  it,  and  i  J  [  '  x    u 

that  the    country    was   now  in    possession  of|  ^st  ambition  was  to    deserve   the   esteem   of 
such  an  extent  of  political  liberty,    as  left  no-    S°0C 


tirely  unsuccessful  in  these  motives,  even  with 
the  members  of  the  Profession,  for  when  the 
Provincial  Medical  Board  was   rca&e  elective 


thing  more  to  be  desired,  and  that  every  hon- 
est man  strove  to  put  into  practical  operation 
a  system  that  would   develop   its     resources, 

advance  its  probity,  arid/secure^  happ- 1  Ff°J?  ^an^wenty  years  ago,  he  was  appoint- 
ive of  the  people  on'a  basis,  more  permanent  I  ?Wice  President  on  every  Occasion,  although 
perhaps  than  in  any  other  .county.  But  itihe  ^id¥  upwards  of  forty  miles  from  the 
would  seem  that  such  ad vanfa-es'are  to  be  ,  *eab  ofit8  Iabor8-  He  had  been  twice  Vice 
dearly  purchased,  and  can  only  be  maintained  j  Pr^dect>  and  ^  now  President  of  the  College 
but  by  constant  vigilance   and  devotion.  of  Canada   East. 

A  desperate  attempt  of  the  old  faction  ne- 
cessitated a  new  appeal  to  the  people,  and  the 
Dr.  was  once  more  compelled  to  appear  before 
his  constituents,  and  abide  their  award,  lie 
was  not  deceived  in  the  confidence  reposed  in 
them,  for  they  re-elected  him  by  acclamation. 
thus  recording  the  triumph  of  the  popular 
pjtrty  over  their  adversaries.  In  the  Session 
of  1849-50,  the  Dr.  once  more  evinced  his 
disinterestedness,  and  desire  to  sacrifice  his 
own  advancement  in  the  furtherance  of  mea- 
sures tending  to  secure  the  same  boon  to  others. 
On  the  introduction  of  the  "Rebellion  Losses 
Bill,"  allusion  having  been  made  to  the  large 
amount  for  remuneiation  that  he  might  make 
the   Dr.   rose,    and  seconded    a  motion  where- 


A  few  years,  since  the  honorary  degree  of  M. 
D  ,  was  conferred  upon  him  by  the  University 
of  McGill  Colleger. — a  proceeding  under  the 
circumstances,  honorable  alike  to  the  Univer- 
sity and  to  the  Dr.,  seeing  that  he  had  pro- 
cured in  Pailiament  an  Act  of  Incorporation 
for  a  School  of  Medicine  which  might  be  well 
look  :(l  upon  as  a  rival  institution^  and  towards 
the  support  of  which,  a€290  were  taken  from 
the  grant  hitherto  made  to  the  University, 
yet  did  the  University  "do  its  duty." 

The  Dr.  is  the  doyen  or  dean  of  the  Profes- 
sion in  Canada  East,  and  it  may  not  be  irrele- 
vant to  stare,  that  in  Wolfked  and  Robert 
Nelson,  the  Yoivdi-of  the  country  have  a  con- 
vincing:  example   of  what   can    be   achieved 


by  he  excluded  himself  from  all  participation  :  even  under  great  disadvantages,  by  study, 
in  the  projected  measure.  His  remark  was  :  industry,  &nd.pers:everance.  IV e  have  frequent- 
UI  need  not  your  money  ;  let  not  my  claim  be  |  ly  heard  Dr.  Vv  gleued  advise  bis  students 
a  bar  to  that  of  so  many  others,  perhaps  much  j  and  young  friends,  uco  endeavor  to  obtain  the 
more  in  want  of  the  indemnity  than  myself* ;  highest  ranks  in  the  Profession,  by  constant 
1  have  jeopardized  my  life  for  the  common  application  to  their  studies  ;"?  he  would  say 
goud,  the  present  sacrifice  is  far  less."  j  lit  i-s  a  noble,  a  sublime  emulation,  that  which 

Though  the  Dr.  is  well  stricken  in  years,  spurs  you  on  to  the  acquisition  of  distinction 
and  long  past  that  period  which  men  common-  and  renown  by  your  own  manly  efforts,  and 
ly  devote  to  labor,  enterprize,  and  close  appli-  you  will  not  entirely  fail,  should  you  not  com- 
cation  to  business,  he  is  in  the  enjoyment    of  pletoly  succeed,  if  you   are  sincere  ;   but  it  Ls> 
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a  m-  $n,  a  ba«e,  and  v.le  sp,  r  i~  that  Leads  one 
to  envy  and  pull  down  hi-  neighbor  to  hi- 
own  miserable  level,  while  lacking  the  indu.^- 
trv  or  the  talent  that  would  ensure  his  own 
elevation." 

We  b>  lieve  we  are   quite  safe   in  asserting 
that  Dr.  VVoLFKfcD  N*;lson  ia  one  of  the  most 
popular  men  in  the  two  Canada* ;   and  deem 
oui>e'ves  to  bo  equally    correct  when    wo  gay 
that  by  g<<od  and    honest  mm,    he  has    n  v-r 
been  accused  of  haviag  been  actuated  by  per 
sonal  Vifcrvs  in  any  of  the  many  political    acts 
with  which  his  progress  has  been  dhecquered  ; 
he  could  not  be   but-  too   well  aware,  that'  he 
was  ieopardiziny  a  bandstinie  competency  and 
the  tiappiness   of  Jais_  family,  besides   his   verj 
life  ;  bat  he  Jives  to  se;e   his  fondest   anticipa 
tions    crowned    by    eotire    success,    sin.ce  h\> 
Countrv  if}  in  the  eniovment  of  a  form  of  G 
ern  merit  that  is  certain  to  m^e   It  gr§ 
prosperous,    if  its  'People   have  the 
"work  it    right."    They    alone   wi) 
blame,  if  Canada   is  nol  soon  con 
happy. 

This  Sketch  has  extended   far   be^ 
limits  we  had  prescribed  to  ourselves; 
er  pages  we  could  not  well  Lave  given  a  shot 
but  faithful  outline  of  the    career  of  a  man 
who  has  never  cast  any  odium  upon  the   Pro- 
fession^ and  we  entertain  the  pleasiryg  convic- 
ts v.,  that  our  Medical  Readers  will  not  regie; 
the  few  moments  they  may  devote  to  its  per-. 
u~al  ;  and  we  feel  equally   satisfied:,    that  our 
non-professional  friends*  will  not  he    displeas- 
ed, at  the  brief  detail    of  the   p-irt    played   on  I  nearly  ten  ^ ears,   before  my   plan  was  ciatur- 
tjhe  political  tl  eatre,  by  one  whose    n^ne  has  led'. 

been  frequently  mentioned  by  the  Press  in  J  If  a  lady,  with  a  pale  sallow  countenance 
this  sccrion,  in  terms  of  sympathy  and  warn;  | ,,f  a  peculiar  aspect,  which  L  shall  no.  attempt 
commendation,  to  describe,  but  easily    recogni^d  by    observ- 

w.  t     ,i     r      i.i     t        r  ii  r     ,  tation,  consults  me,  I  think  her  laboring  under 

**#In  the  fourth    l?ne    from    the  top,     first  .  .,  &    „  . 

f.i  v  .  disease  in  ecusiaeration,  or  of  some  ot  its 

i 

complications.    We  usually  examine  the  pulse, 
j  isfd  whether  we  can    divine  aoy    useful  infer- 
ji.oe  or  not,  we  Sn,d  it  accelerated.  Active  and 
passive,  or    acute  and    chronic  iLtlaunnatioa 
ace  terms  of  nice  distinction,  but  muet  be  used 
to  convey  id«  as   of  disease,  or  abnormal  pa- 
holog.y.  I  would  interrogate  my  patient  trim*  • 
have   you  a   pain  in  year   baok  and   bowels 
through    you,    a  heavy    bearing,   down   pain  % 
res. —  Id  there  a   heat  in   the    bowels,    iL  the 
^<nitals.  and  tenderness  in   the  vagiiia  %   Yes. 
[a  there  an  intolerable  itching   within  the  la- 
bia 1  This  is  not  a  constant  attendant.  When 
[you  uri&aie,    is  there   scalding  and  burning. 


I  ^hall  in  this'paper  describe  Uterine  Debil- 
ity, in  a  plain  and  familiar  rnanner.  fhe  pa- 
fcaology  is  s  >  Proreaa  and  Complicated,  that 
ritly  difficult  to  determine  whtre 
iterations  1  have  never  met 
/■ion  of  the  above  disease, 
ses  in  any  medical  work ; 
toms  may  be  well  defined 
recommended,  but  nothing 

iTaisease  having  been  a  source  o* 
perplexity  to  m&,  I  niitde  its  pathology  and 
curative  plan  my  stu-ly  for  years,  and  sought 
information  of  my  senior  prof&ssidhal  friends, 
and  gained  valuable  in  straction  from  many.  1 
have  devised  a  plan  of  treatment,  which,  i 
crust,  will  beofseiviee  to  tie  Profe's&ifcn ;  il 
has  proved  useful  to  me  or  to  my  patients  for 
nearly  thirty  years,    and    occupied    my    mind 


frolumn  $%e  43.  after  Dec,  read  k-i30o. 


J8@^  '  ccording  '■o  Ja  Jelot,  a  o  d  or  wrink]- 
from    t1*-  angle  of  fhe  eye    o  the  hig  est  poin 
of  'be  undi  i  jaw  indie&tee  diM  a^es  •  f  the  bead 
one   rotmiog  from  the  ala  i  asi  in  a  semi  ciich- 
around    the  mouth  in  fhe  lower^aw,  indicatei5 
diseases  ol  tiie  al  d  men  ;  anoth  r  which,  com 
nuencing   from    the  an^le   of  the  mouth,    runs 
downwards,    should   c&aracteriza    diseases  o^ 
the    chest    and  neck.-—  Scbill. 
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7'iih  an  irieuBferal'le  at  gui^h ;  the  uiMie  higl 
iolored,  and  the  calls  frequent  arid  urgent? 
£es. — Are  you  troubled  wi$h  tic  whites.'! 
;.'he  examiner  may  it  bo  (('case.0,  liee  the  terms 
eu'-'orrbcea  <uii  pruritus  buc'tbey  wiil  inquire 
n  explanation,  and  I  am  in  the  habit  of  using 
language  which  is  intelligible  to  my  pattens.. 
[  •;■  uid  next  a-k  her,  if  the  had  a  taint,  gone., 
or  bilking  sensation  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach. 
a  distn  ss.  to  which  she  will  reply,  that  she 
usually  does.  Females  afflicted  with  this  dis- 
ease, frequently  have  an  irritation  of  the  i-pine, 
upon  which  they  may  be  consulted.  There  is 
frequently  a  tenderness  and  enlargement  of 
the  08  and  cervix  uteri,  and  which  cannot  be 
ascertained  but  by  an  examination  ;  the  parts 
are  usually  found  prolapsed,  the  os  tender, 
and  apparently  studed  with  tubercles  or  tu- 
mors. AJi  these  ailments  are  not  present  on 
every  casje.j  there  being  ocassionally  other.- » 
the  most  frequent  being  a  dragging  pain  be- 
tween the  iht  and  ribs,  extending  down  to  the 
groin  or  thigh.  The  heat  of  the  vagina,  ute- 
rus, &c  ,  is  communicated  to  the  rectum,  and 
costiveness  is  present  ?>s  well  as  hemorrhoids  : 
the  first  should  be  obviated  by  injections,  if 
the  liver  is  not  implicated. 

The  nervous  system  is  very  sensitive,  and 
from  the  heat  and  irritation  of  the  genito ouri- 
narv  organs,  the  urine  is  iehorus  and  high 
colored,  the  pajftettt;  cannot  retain  it  being 
compelled  to  micturate  frequently  and  with 
great  distress,  and  before  this  has  entirely 
subsided,  nature  c^iis  again  for  some  evacua- 
tion. 

The  Cause  of  thia  disease  in  the  majority 
of  eases  is  from  puerperal  wjamen  leaving  their 
bed5,*and  attending  to  domestic  aiiairs  too  soon 
after  confinement.  The  relaxed  state  of  the 
vagina  can  be  imagined,  their  is  nothing  to 
prevent  the  womb  from  sliding  into  the  parage 
and  there  remain,  a  source  of  irritation  and 
pain.  My  directions  to  child-bed  women  are 
uniformly  a*  soon  as  they  are  removed  to  bed_ 
to  pin  a  towel  or  some  substitute  around  the 
lower  abdomen,  to  support  the  h:ps,  bowels, 
and  back,  and  as  a  preventive  of  the  disease, 
by  'keeping  'he  uterus  ia  place  ;  they  are  fur- 
ther directed  to  tighten  the  bandage  as  the 
abdomen  subsides,  wearing  it  at  lea.st  three 
weeVs,  or  until  the  restoration  of  the  pristine 
vigor.  Were  these  precautions  strictly  adher- 
ed to,  they  would  greatly  diminish  the  num. 
ber  of  eases  of  uteii'*e  debility.  Where  there 
h  no  prominence,  of  the  abdomen^  and  that 
i&e  bandage  affords  no  sup'|orli  to  the  bowel;?, 


i  dir«ct  folds  of  linen  to  bo    laid  on  ihe    abdo- 

n.en  and  poire    region,  and  to   Few  straps   on 

he  Ixtrn bar  portion    of  the  bandage,    brio^r^ 

hem  under  the  perineum,  and   pinning  theih 

over  the  pubis   with,  a  wad   of  rags  placed   in 

the  perineum,  so  that  in   the   sitting   posture,' 

be  parts  may  derive   proper   to  pport,    or  one 

lot  the  thousand-aud-one   supporters  in    vogue 

I  may  be  applied.    There   are  other  symptoms 

|  frequently    present,  the  remedies    for   which 

j  will  suggest  themselves  to  the  attentive  pr&V> 

\  titioner. 


i  lie   Remedies. 

Although  in  the  affection   under  eongidera- 
;  tion,  there  is  febrile  action,  frequency  of  puis* « 
heat  and  irritation    in  the  pelvis,    and    neigh- 
boring parts,  the  extremities  are  usually  cold, 
j  and  the  patient  frequently  requires   ber  room 
to  be  heated  above  the  healthy  standard.    The 
circulation  must  be  equalized,  aud  the  nervous 
;  irritation,    or    chronic    inflammation     abaied, 
!  this  is  a  sine  qua  non,  a  term  i  would   nor  em- 
ploy  conld  1   substitute   a   more  appropriate 
j  one,  f :>v  1  do  not  wish  to  be  pedantic.     Jn  ail 
i  ease;*  where  we   di- cover   debility   and  a   low 
!  quica  puise.  a  tonic  is  required  and    used  by 
■m.dfct  pie^cribers,  perhupa  koine  vegetable  eti- 
|  muiating  bitters  ■  ahi  how  often  have  not  sev- 
j  era!  ol  my  leaders  been  foiled, — your  prescrip- 
tion made  the  patient  worse,  yon  are  inform- 
ed, the  medieme  could  not  do  taken,  and  you 
1  -,ve  to  regret   that   you  did  not  undtroiund 
the  case. 

Reduce  the  heii  and  irritation,  in  the  first 
place,  if  it  require  an  antiphlogistic  course. 
fo  equalize  the  circulation,  and  to  direct  the 
blood  to  the  extremities,  give  an  emetic  of 
Lobelia,  and  the  Nitro-muriartie  Aeid  bath  for 
she  hands  and  feet.  As  an  evacuant,  soothing 
and  cbolrrig  injections  ?^er  anum  et  va^inam  : 
if  the  liver  is  gorged,  Calomel  or  blue  pill  ac- 
eordihg  to  circumstances.  The  next  class  of 
remedies  ia  refrigerating  diuretics  .«uch  as, 
Had.  Asclepias  Syriaca,  or  Gum  Arabic,  with 
3j  of  Potas.  Nit.,  to  ibss  of  the  infusion  or  sol- 
ution, a  wine  glassfull  e\rery  hour,  or  half 
hour,  or  in  such  other  quantity  as  the  stomach 
will  bear,  and  to  be  continued  until  the  (stran- 
gury is  removed,  and  the  urine  becomes  lim- 
pid. Dissolve  3ss  of  Nit.  Pot.,  in  I'Dj  of  water, 
wet  several  thicknesses  of  cloth  in  this  solu- 
tion, and  apply  them  to  the  pubic  region,  thi» 
will  aid  much  in  reducing  the  heat  and  irri- 
tation of  the  pelvis.  Some  nervine  or  narcotic, 
or  both  may  be  given  to  assist  in  quieting  the 
nervous  irritation,  and  prepare  the  *y»tejii  for 


52 


NORTHERN  LANCET. 


DECEMBER 

a  tonic  course.    Asa  nervine     h,  .  ?/«*«to[fi^tM^^ 

^rguuca     m     fusion,      which      is  a  good  |  cannot  say  that  it  will  prove  the  same  Tot 

substitute  for  foreign  drugs,  as ,1  am   partieu-j  hands.    If  any  one    derives   benefit   from  1 

Parly  uma  of  indigenous  remedies.  To  correct;  suggestions,  I  shall   deem   myself   anmlv  r* 

tne  tenderness  of  Hie   vagina  and  os   uteri,  I  numerated  for  my  labor.  * 

use  on  ointment  composed  of  narcotic  and  mu-       V»rn<nnt    Kr  -^  i      -m,-,     ,«J« 
m  ,,•:..-,  yermont,  lNovemiber  lOfch.  1850 

cilagmous  vegetables,  it  is  known  as  tlie '-Ei^-j  ' 

tridge  Ointment,"'  it  relieves  promptly,  and  I  \  TQ&Tet  much  that  a  few  errors  were  al- 
would  give  the  formula  if  desired  by" the  Pro-  lowed  to  Pass  ua-ootieed  in  our  Correepond- 
fession.  ent*  paper  on  the  '-Topography  and   Geology 

When  the  heat  and  irritation  are   removed  j  0I  Lam&ll|8  County,    Vermont,"   published  in 
or  partially  so,    commence  the    exhibition    of  our  la-8t.  Number.  The  reader  wilt  please  make 
tonics  of  the  least  stimulating  nature  possible, ; tQe  following   corrections  : — page   19    bottom 
Borne  of  the  preparations  of  ieoh  are  my  hobby,  nn^.for    '•■marshy''   read  "marly"'    r>a^    2d 
I  use  a  preparation  similar  to  Griffith's  myrrh  1 26  lh  line  from  the  top,  "brucia"  read  "bruia" 
mixture,    rejecting   the    stimulant.  R.  Sulph,  j  2d  column  first  line,  for  "£pidate>  read  <  E  ni 
Ferri,  Carb.  or  BLcarb.  Potas.,  Gum.  Myrth®    dote  :"  second  line,  for  "Nadular"   read    "N 
aa  Sss,  Aqua,  Ibj.    A  small  teaspocnful  to  be  dulnr-"  ™-r0  oi^  £    ±       ,  " 

i       ■        -iv  .       -.        i       xi         ±-        |UUiar;    page  ^ist,  first   column,    23d  liuA   fm- 

taken  m  milk  or  sweetened  water,  three  times  :u„*a-:'„        •,  ,,,.x     .  '  lxjae»  lor 

etamum    read  '"titanium  5"  first  and  second 


a  day,  increasing  the  dose   as  the  system   will 
tolerate  the  medicine.  The  best    remedy  I  am 
acquainted  with  for  the  sinking  sensation,    or 
as  some  would  express  it;  as  if  the  bottom  of 
the   stomach   had  dropped    out ;  a   symptom 
which  perplexed  me  ior  years,  and  which  can 
be  removed  by  a  saturated   tincture    of  Pinus 
nigra  in  fifty  per   cent   alcohol,    take   a   tea- 
spoonful  of  sugar  and  drop  en  it   sufficient  of 
the  tic c Dure  to   moisten   it,    and   to  be   taken 
three  times  a  day,  or  at  aray   time   the   sensa- 
tion is  present.    Try  it   ye    legitimate  sons  of 
jEsculapius,  it  being  a  domestic  or  indigenous 
remedy. 

The  pain  in  the    hypochondriac  and  lumbar 
regions,  nay  be   promptly   relieved  by  Tinc- 
ture of  Iodine  with  the    addition  of  Camphor 
and  Capsipum  as  a  wash,    the  part  to.be  kept 
bathed  with  it  until  a  sensation  of  heat  is  pro- 
duced, and  it  will  in  a  measure   alleviate  any 
pain  when  there  is  no    inflammation   present. 
The  leucorrhoea  is  to  be  treated   with  astring- 
ent injectknsj  the  pruritus  can  be  relieved  in 
a  short  time  by  wetting    cotton    in  a   sola! 
of  Borate  of  Soda,    and  applying  it  within  the 
labia,  if  these  parts   are   examined,  they  will 
be  found  covered   with  a  tkrusli,  the  sensation 
of  which    is   highly    distgreabie.  Where   the 
uterus  is  much  prolapsed,   I  have  occasionally 
derived  some  benefit  by  the  use  of  a   pessary. 
but  have  not  that  exalted   opinion   of  the  in- 
strument some  writers  have  :  astringent  injec- 
tions are  of  service.  After   the   above  course 
has  been  pursued  for  some  time,  ard  the  hea 
and  irritation  have  been  subdued,  the  vegeta- 
ble tonics  may  be  used  with  advantage 


columns  of  same  page,  for  "avenaceouB"   read 

••arenaceous."] 


(For  the   Northern  Lancet,) 
11. 

A   REMARKABLE    CASE, 

NOVEL   TKEATJV2ENT ! 


By  Horace  JVelstaj 


On  the  8ca  November,  I  was   requested  to 
visit  Mrs/C.N,   of  Alburgh  Vt.,    some  forty 
miles  from  Pittsburgh.   Saw   the   patient   at 
4  P.  M.,  on  the  9th,    and  noted  the   following 
ai  ticulars  :— Patient  38  years  old  ;  mother  of 
eight  children,    and  in  the  second   month    of 
ninth  pregnancy.  The   symptoms   usually  at- 
tendant upon  the  parturient  state,  have  on  all 
occasions  been  more  strongly   marked  in   her 
than  is   generally   observed  in   other  women, 
and  much  more  so  on   this  last.    For  several 
years  past,  she  haa  labored  more  or  less  under 
torpidity  of  the  liver,  and  consequent   consti- 
pated state  of  the  bowels,   as  well  as  general 
derangement  of  the  abdominal   visceral  func- 
tions. Four  weeks  previous  to  my  seeing  her, 
after  having  been  ailing  for  a   few   days,   the 
aau&ca  became  more   severe  and  eventuated 


I  have  pursued  the  above  plan  of  treatmerr    in  vomiting,   which,  from   being  slight,  kept 
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increasing  to  such  a  degree,  that  whatever  she  I  constipation,  no  evacuation  having  taken  placa 

took,  sol-  d  or  liquid,    was  immediately  eject-   in  -seven  days  :  j  hueVpleai  over  the 

ed,  and  the  distress  not   being  relieved,    more   whole  surface  ;  skin  dry  ;  excessive  thirst;  and 

ingesta  were  taken  and    the  same    process  en-  j  burning  at  the  stomach,  aggravated  by  inges- 

gue(j  [  tav,  though  an  insatiable  craving  to  take  sOrae- 

tt    i      it  •  a„    „„,     T^r.-.    u   ?t  R    '  tninsr,  which   would   invariably   increase   the 

Under  these  circumstances,    Dv$.   h..  &  jx,      • 

partners,  were  called  in  and  prescribed  Mor-  j  P *in  and  emesls;;  sicrcoraceous  vomiting  ;  hie- 
phine  and  Calomel,  (the  detail,  of  the  case  [cougn;  suppression  of  urine,  and  the  very 
previous  to  my  seeing  Mrs.  N.,  were  obtained  j  small  quantity  voided  depositing  a  Intentions 
from  her  husband  and  friends,  and  1  believe  sediment ;  tongue  sharp,  dry  and  red  at  the 
that  full  reliance  can  be  placed  in  them,  for  borders,  thick  dark  coating  in  the  centre,  pa- 
pillae harsh  and  elevated  ;  ptyalism  :  sordes  on 
the  teeth;  fades  Hippoeratica,  sighing,  anxie- 
ty, and  great  restlessness  ;  severe  headache  ; 
uneasy  sensation  along  the  vertebral  region  ; 
absence  of  the  lochial  discharge;  heat  and 
weight  in  the  pelvic  and  vaginal  regions; 
pulse  small,  quick,  and  intermittent;  extrem- 
ities cold,  and  cadaveric  odor. 


as  I  will  presently  show,  the  treatment  was  in 
no  wise  complicated.)  Being  in  a  hurry,  the 
medical  gentlemen  examined  the  case 
superficially,  and  returned  the  next  day  when 
the  patient  was  no  better;  game  treatment. 
Either  of  the  Drs.  visited  the  patient  as  feint- 
ed their  convenience,  sometimes  alone,  and 
at  others  together.  The  treatment  remedially 
for  some  two  weeks  consisting  of  the  above 
two  preparations  produced  no  amendment,  and 
perceiving  that  the  patient  was  rapidly  lad- 
ing, and  that  the  vomiting  had  the  better  of 
them,  on  the  5  th  they  came  to  the  conclusi 
that  the  opprobrium  prcfessionis  laid  in  the 
uterus — a  false  conception — that  this  being 
removed,  she  would  immediately  recover; — 
they  therefore  set  to  work  and  provoked  abor- 
tion, and  on  Thursday  morning  the  Gjfch,  after 
a  few  uterine  pains,  something  was  discharg- 
ed which  they  pronounced  to  bo  a  mole  !— 

"Parturient  montes,  naseetur  ridieulua 
mus." 

The  vomiting  in  spite  of  their  prognosis  and 
the  absence  of  the  mole  continued,  supperad- 
ded  to  which  was  severe  abdominal  pain,  fee-., 
which  remained^  un-relieved  during  the  day, 
as  also  on  Friday  when  1  saw  the  patient.  .  At 
the  early  period  of  the  disease,  Dr.C,  a  young 
practitioner  residing  in  the  west  part  of  the 
town  was  called  in  consultation.  What  his 
opinion  of  the  case  was,  we  have  no  means  of 
ascertaining,  suffice  it  to  say,  that  the  Part- 
ners made  light  of  it,  and  the  Dr.  withdrew 
from  the  consultation,  not  having  •  visi'ed  the 
patient  since. 

Present  state. — Pain  and  tenderness  on  pres- 
sure in  the  epigastrium,  and  disseminating  it" 

self  throughout  the  abdomen,  now  complain- 
ed off  more  as  a  sense  of  dead  weight  or  sink- 
ing than  actual  pain,  though  more  sensible 
at   some   portions  than   others;   tympanitis; 


From  these  symptoms,  it  was  but  too  mani- 
fest that  the  Prognosis  was  the  most  unfavor- 
able. Here  is  a  strange  case  our  Readers 
will  exclaim The  medic- 
al attendants  had  most  palpably  mistaken 
the  effect  fbr  the  cause  ;  in  the  onset  they  ap- 
pear to  have  acted  without  any  definite  object 
in  view, — vis-a-tergo  with  Calomel  and  Mor- 
phine, tbis  proving  fruitless,  the  gravid  ute- 
rus came  to  mind  and  was  made  the  cause  of 
all  the  trouble  and  perplexity,  consequently 
they  resorted  to  abortion,  and  with  what  suc- 
cess the  Reader  is  now  acquainted.  The  state 
of  the  bowels  was  not  taken  into  account,  as 
may  be  judged  from  the  length  of  time  they 
had  not  been  acted  upon,  though  we  must  in 
candor  state,  that  the  first  attempt  made  to- 
wards this  first  indication,  was  by  one  of  the 
Drs.  in  administering  an  injection  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  9th,  from  which,  however,  no  bene- 
fit resulted.  On  the  table  were  several  Mor- 
phine powders,  which  the  patient  was  direct- 
ed to  take  whenever  she  pleased,  though  she 
had  wisely  omitted  them  for  two  days. 

The  husband  and  friends  were  hvly  appris- 
ed of  the  very  precarious  state  of  the  patient, 
and  with  but  few  hopes  of  affording  relief  to 
the  agonizing  woman,  a  teaspoonful  of  tha 
following  preparation  was  immediately  given: 
R.  Creasotum,  gtt.  xvj 

Spt.  Pjroj.cetici,  ;;    xxiv 

Aqua,  |ij 
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il»^  :  wn.ted 


CO    t)» 


i-r-s  N.'a  brother,  'rum  which 
Jarsse  niuHard  »inaii*m  to  the  whole  ahd.-Mm*  !  have  the  Mii-faction  of  learning  that  she  is 
i&j»l  region,  (an  ineffectual  attempt  at  vesica  i  doing  remarkably  Wtdl,  and  that  every  thing 
titJi;  had  been  made  some  daje  before.)  Sunn  !  promises  a  s;  eedy  and  iiappj  recovery,  a  re- 
oT  the  most  argent  Mrmptoms  indicated  th<  I  ah  which  1  eerU.,r.iv  did  not  expect  to  aea 
want  of  previous  bleeding,  but  the  present^  realised  1  shall  dow  pasa  brlefl v  to  thu  con- 
state of  the  patient  precluded  «.t>j  each  idea   I  i  sidfratlon  of  the 

therefore  resorted  to  the  above  [reparation!  Treatment  —I  bad  three  indications  to  fiifc 
Vfhh  the  intention  of  arresting,  vomiting,  a-,  d  I  fiU  ifr.jtr— -Arrest  the  gastric  irritation  n\ai 
Allowing  me  the  opportunity  of  acting  upo;  its  symptoms,  more  especially  the  vomiting- 
Xhabovfth  through  the  stomsch.  \  secondly.—  act speedily  on   the  bowels,    if  the 

:No  vomiting  ensued  &fter  the  first  spoonful,  j  inflammation  had  not  already  passed  into 
nevertheless,  it  was  repeated  once  in  ten  mih-  \  gangrene  or  which  several  of  the  symptoms 
ute^  till  five  d20s.esh.ad  been  taken,  the  patien;  were  pathognomonic;  thirdly, — restore  the 
complaining   of  a   feeling   of  warmth   in  the  noraml  action  of  the  implicated  viscera. 


stomach,  and  a  strange  indescribable  sensa- 
tion of  something  'running  all  over/'  (t  his  i- 
peculiar  to  the  Pyroacetic  acid.)    At   6  P.  Id. 


1st. —  To  correct  the  perverted  action  of  the 
stomach  in  the  early  stages  of  pregnancy,  I 
have  i  >ng    been   in    the  habit  of  prescribing 


gave  two  tablespoonfola  of  Castor  oil  with  8-jCfeasote,  and  adding  to  it  within  the  last  lew 
drops  of  the  Pyroacetic  spirit,  repeating  tbo  years  r/ne •  Pyroacetic  spirit,  and  to  it  I  attri- 
dovse  every  half  hour  till  four  were  taken.  ATjhute  the  greyer  share  of  benefit  resulting 
remedies  were  now  suspended,  and  the  pa-  trorn the  use  of  the  preparation,  the  mode  of 
tient   allowed    to   remain    undisturbed;    she  eomfeimding  to   be  varied    according   to  the 


slept  nearly  two  hours  and  waked  up  with 
aevere  abdominal  pain  ,aod  griping  :  ineffectu- 
al effort  at  defecation,  (;he  first  in  seven  days.) 
took  a  cup  of  tea  and  rested  half  an  hour  oi 
more,  when  a  copious  evacuation  of  dark  co- 
lored and  intensely  fetid  faeces  took  place, 
this  was  followed. by  two  other  similar  opera 
t:on.-.  when  alj  pain  &c,  subsided. 

Having  to  ride  some  thirteen  miles  to  me(;t. 
the  Steamer,  I  left  the  patient  at  1  o'clock 
A.  M.,  fetding  very  much  relieved,  and  order- 
ad:-— 


gtt.  xij 


B.  Creasoturo, 

Spr,  Pyroacetici,  5  j 

Aqua,  §  iv 

To  take  a  teaspoonful  once  in  four  hours, 
and  :>ne  o.  the  iuliowjng  powders  night  an-1 
morning; — 

H.   Pulv.  Rhei,  grs.  voj 

Puiv.  Jalaj  ce;  u   xv 

Hydrar.  Ci  L  ridum,  a  iij 

Sodse  Bi-carbonas,  "  x 

To  be  continued  or  not  according-  to  circum- 
stances. 

What  w«s  thecape,    and  what  should    ha- 
been  done  in  the  first  instance,  are  question 
too  f  af-y  of  solution  for   me  to  trespass  on  thi 
Reader's  patience   in  relation  to  them.  At  the 
time   of  wiitiug  (Nov.    19th,)   I  have   been 


urgency  ot  the  case,  and  lenght  of  the  disease. 
Creasote  is  a  narcotic,  irritant,  styptic,  aoti- 
-eptic,  and  in  some  degree  escharoiic,  it  is  in 
its  first  and  fourth  properties  that  I  employed 
it  ;  the  Pyroacetic  spirit  is  antispasmodic  aud 
decidedly  narcotic,  with  only  passing  effect 
on  the  nervous  system,  and  Professor  Simpson 
of  Edinburgh,  has  noted  its  anaesthetic  pro- 
perties; it  acts  also  as  an  afr-im&ans  tonic 
two  properties  rendering  it  of  great  value  in 
th  s  as  <n  many    other   cases. 

The  vomiting  having  subsided,  the  2nd  in- 
dication was  to  promote  an  evacuation  ;  drast- 
ic purgatives  would  have  been  highly  injudi- 
cious, (he  best  rexpedy,  therefore,  whs  Castor 
Oil,  it, is  mild  and  prompt  in  its  action,  and 
peculiarly  adapt  d  t  •  all  cases  attended  with 
irritation  and  i  £1  s,minacion  I  bad  to  fear  in- 
cipient if  not  dete  miued  gangrene,  the  Pyro- 
acetic spirit  is  a  p  >werlul  antiseptic,  and  mild- 
ly cathartic;  cuab  ning  it  with  the  Castor  oil 
I  obtained  the  full  benefit  of  this  last,  and 
tru>te  i  that  tie  first  would  correct  the  u.or- 
bid  action  of  the  intestinal  canal,  with  the 
further  reason  that  it  was  added  to  the  pre- 
paration to  prevent  the  0,1  being  ejected  from 
the  stomach,  in  these  objects  I  succeeded^  and 
two  ounces  of  the  Oil  were  taken.  1  pave  the 
Pyroacetic  spirit  io  tbo  intention  of  arresting 
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the  "anvreiioiis  process,  this  property  L  have;  furmarion  of  the  consequences  of  disobedience, 
verified  b^  several  experiments  during  the.j  or  at  le&st  to  Mate  that  acquiescence  w*a  very 
gfamrner.  and  if  mortification  had  nbt  impii-  important.  That;  iio  would  have  been  j'usfci- 
e&ted  too  large  a  tract  of  the  in'testiual  oanal  lied,  if  not  obeyed,  had  he  threatened  to  leave, 
it  would  arrest  the  morbid,  and  restore  thVfc'g  the  alternative:  or,  if  nothing  more;-  hs 
health v  action; — narcotic  it  allays  the  jri'lia-jshodld  have  been  posf'.iVe,  even  dogmatical  if 
tion  and  is  sufficiently  stimulating  to,excite! necessary.  The  Medical  Gentlemen  called  as 
thev'absorben  is  to  nor  in al  action.  [witnesses,  did  hot   see  ra<  to-be   agreed   in  thi* 

The  3d  indication,— -that  of  restoring  the  |  partmuiar  point  of  professional  etiquette  and 
action  of  the  diseased  viscera,  was  secured  by -practice;  some  thinking  mere  instruction 
the  administration  of  the  poWoers,  the  mMils !;  sufficient ;  other?,  t'hi't  more  was  required  be- 
cvemndi  of  their  ingredients  Requires  no  ex- 1  fire  the  Surgeon  could  shift  th-  responsibiliiy 
nlanati'on.  j  over  upon  his     employer,    particularly    where 

for  the  .past  three  years,  T  have  made  ifc  j  his  directions,  had' no v>  been,  dr  trlere  Was  re&- 
felLteiisive  use  of  the  Fyroacetic  Spirit  in  niira^  son  to  apprehend  they  would  not  otherwise 
beries-s  afeerioBS,  more  especially  those  of  the!  be,  complied    with. 

mucous,. nervous,    and   fibrous   systems,   with       j.  Cowjen,  whose  inquiring  mind  never  sle^fe 

told  me  that  he  afterwards-  put  the  question 
to  the  late  Di\  Wood  of  Chan. plain,  who  w&* 
said  to  have  been  a  very  able  and  gentleman5? 
iy  disciple  of  JEsculapiu'e,  or  more  properly  L 
suppose,  in  this  case,  oi  Galeii. 


the  most  flattering  results.  I  may  at  some  fu- 
ture time  communicate  the  con  ;Idsions  i  have 
drawn  from  iht  use  of  a  rensedy  us  yet  htti< 
known,  but  which  I  regard  as  *'.&&  of  the  mos' 
valuable  of  the  Materia  Medica.' 

Plattsburgh,  (N.  Y.)  19th  Nov.   1S50. 


(For  the  Noktjhj&k-x  LaS.c&t.) 

III. 
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Messieurs  Editors  what  &  the  rule  I 
November  23d,  1850. 

Note  lay  B>r.  Nelson.-— V\rc  reply  to 
our  much  esteemed  Correspondent's  inquiry 
with  pleasure;  — the  case  is  a  most  important 
i  one,  and  as  a  precedent,  it  may  be  useful  to 
know  what  may  be  considered  toe  luie  of  sur- 
gical practice  in  similar  circumstances. 

For  the  successful  treatment  of  all  disease?, 
surgical  or  medical,  two  necessary  conditions 
must  be  observed: — the  surgeon's  conduct  to- 
wards  the  patient,  and  that  of  the  patient  to- 
wards the  surgeon.  The  medical  attendant 
should  exorcise  the  greatest  attention,  accu- 
racy, and  conscientiousness : — attention,  he 
shoalct  devote  time  to  the  examination  of 
case,  question  closely  the  symptoms  and  their 
probable  complications,  drawing  from  them 
correct  conclusions  ;~— accuracy,  a  right  course 
of  study  past  and  present,  should  enable  him 
to  decide  at  once  upon  the  nature  of  the  in- 
jury, and  those  means  which  will  promptly 
afford  relief: — conscientiousness,  he  should  ne- 
ver "consider  the  patient  as  a  means,    but  al- 


The  writer  of  this  short  article  remembers 
being  present  at  the  trial,  in  Essex  County 
befoie  Judge  Cowen,  of  a  suit  by  a  young  wo- 
man against  a  surgeon,  (since  an  eminent 
physician,)  for  mal-practice.  The  case  was  a 
luxation  of  the  ankle-joint,  which  resulted  in 
a  deformed  limb.  The  defense,  and  it  prevail- 
ed, was  that  the  plaintiff,  or  her  nurse,  had 
improperly  removed  the  bandages,  &c,  by 
which  the  bones  were  displaced.  Upon  this, 
and  other  points  the  cause'  went  to  the  jury  : 
and  it  became  somewhat  material  to  decide 
whether  the  Surgeon  had  sufficiently  warned!  ways  as  an  end,"  prompted  solely  by  the  wel 
her.  and  what  has  his  duty  in  that  respect.        fare  of  his  employer,    and  regardless  of  time, 

The  counsel  for  .the   plaintiff  insisted  that -..labor,  and  personal  incomeaiencey  he  should 


it  was  due  to  her  and  his  own  reputation,  not 


esert  all  his  energies  to  bring  about  the   cure 


only  to  give  Instructions,   bat  also   to  give  iauin  the  shortest  time  possible,  and  in  the  most 
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appropriate  and  less  hazirdous  manner.  i  the  evil  by  snipping  i'he  turns  of  the  bandage 

The  patient  should,  place  full  confidence,  and  nothing  more,  unless  he  should  be  sent 
and  reliance  in  the  surgeon's  competency,  and .  jfor.  A  bandage , once  properly  applied,  and 
be  willing  to  submit  tacitly  to  all  his  orders,  following  the  directions  we  have  just  pointed 
The  itord  and  pseudo-experience  of  intruders  out.  ■vrlll  never  require  removal,  and  under  all 
or  non-professioaal  persons  should  never  for  circumstances,  if  the  patient  regardless  of  the 
one  moment  weigh  the  scale  against  the  judg-  consequences,  and  consulting  her  momentary 
ment  of  the  Medic  .1  attendant.  Were  these j  comfort^ removes  the  bandages  and  dressings, 
rules  of  Medical  Ethics  more  strictly  obsery-  thereby  placing  the  cafe  in  a  worse   condition 


ed,  fewer  faults  would  be  found  with  the  phy- 
sician, and  the  patient  would  not  seek  for  re- 
tribution before  a  tribunal,  when  this  depends 


than  at  the  moment  of  receiving  the  injury, 
and  retarding,  pr  breaking  up  the  process  of 
the  deposition  o^  ossific   matter  between   the 


upon  accurate  evidence  of  the  case,  which  is  fractured  extremities  of  the  bones,  or  of  co- 
scarcely  ever  obtained,  and  which  it  is  the  agulable  lymph  to  restore  the  ruptured  liga- 
policy. of  both  parties  to  'make  good.  men  ts  and    tendons,    she  now    solely  becomes 

We  shall  in  the  case  submitted  by  our  Cor-  responsible,  and  no  man.  pretending  to  obtain 
respondent,  consider  it  in  the  first  place  sur-  'and  secure  a  surgeon's  reputation,  would  have 
gically.  and  then  pass  to  its  legal  bearings.  a.st  thing  further  to  do  with  the  case. 
To  treat  successfully  an  injury  of  the  ankle-  If  he  re-reduees  the  dislocation,  or  re-sets 
joint,  whether  a  dislocation  or  a  fracture,  the  [the  fracture,  after  it  has  been  interfered  with 
first  more  particularly,  demands  a  correct  py the  patient,  and  if  he  continues  his  attend- 
knowledge  of  the  anatomical  relations  of  the  anee,  from  that  moment  he  is  bona  fide  rea- 
per's implicated,  the  diagnosis  being  always  ponsible  of  the  consequences,  let  the  issue 
clothed  in  much  obscurity,  and  frequently ,j be  whan  it  may,  and  he  must  espebt  to  liquid- 
the  most  perplexing  an"  unteredjate  his  ■■    bei  "nee  bill   in  a   court  of  justice, 

in  surgical  practice.  In  both  accidents  it  is  J  Moreover,  there  is  an  axiom  in  Medicine 
imperatively  necessary  that  'lie  surgeon's  di-  which  every  professional  man  should  bear  in 
rections,  whatever  they  may  be,  be  l  Licit-  mind,— that  the  most  trilling;  circumstance  is 
ly  and  fully    observed.     Bandages   and    et  hie  of  altering   the    state   of  things   and 

dressings  are.  required  in  bo \h  ease?,'  anc  ignification ;  the   knowledge  of  which, 

four  to  ei^ht   weeks   will   elapse,    before    the  would  enable  the    medical  man  to   decide  up- 


patient  can  with  any  safety  venture  upon  the 
use  of  the  limb.  At  the  moment  of  the 
ry  there  is  little  or  no  inflammation  or   tume- 
mef.ietion,    unless  the    cause  has  been   seve: 
and  the  effect  "proportioned  to  it :   these  ■ 
ges  usually  take  place  from  sis  to  twenty- 
hours  after   the    receipt  of  the   injury.    The,' 
bandage  and   other  appro  Iressings  are 

snugly  applied  the  moment  the  surgeon  is  cal- 


e  line  of  conduct  he  should  adopt. 
We    now  pass  to  the  Legal  consideration  of 
the  case. — *A  surgeon  is  bound  to  us3  reason- 
able care    and  skill,    (l>mplver   vs  Phipos,  8 
ton  &    P  vne,    475)    Here   is   a  wide 
.h.  which  the  plaintiff  and  de- 
:,T  tpe    majority    of  cases   easily 
0  out,  but -flirt  ner,    there  is  one   redeem- 
ing  point  for   the  luckless   surgeon  : — that,  if 


led  in,  and  within  the  time  we  Lave    specified .  it  be  proved  that,  both  parties    have  coh- 

they  will  frequently   give  rice   to  severe  touted  to  the  injury,  the  plaintiff  cannot  re  - 


and  distress  from  compressing  the-now inflam- 
ed parts,  and  checking  the  restorative  pr< 
the  bandages  should  then  be  loosened,  but  en 
no  account  should  they   be  entirely  removed. 
This  process  ehoul  1  be  a  be  sur- 

geon himself,   and  not   trusted    to  the  p 


cover:  hence,  in  all  these  cases,  two  thirds  of 
the  blame  is  ca  t  i  lent,  the  surgeon 

scing   the  account   with   the   remaining 
third.  The   removal   of  the   bandage  in   the 
cose,  though  done    without   knowledge 
of  producing  any  damage,  shdaid    he  constru- 


or  her  friends,  or  did  he  reside  at  a  distance  ei  as  having  contributed  to  the  injury,  and 
he  should  previous  to  taking  lea\e  of  tie  pa-!  this,  we  believe,  is  the  opinion  of  high  legal 
tient,  in  the  most  plain  and  intelligible  [authorities.  But,  the  patient  should  not  be 
manner  instruct  some    person  how  to  Remedy  jcoheiclered  as  voluntarily   incurring  the  risk, 


1850. 


ORIGINAL  DEPARTMENT. 


57 


if  the  surgeon  lias  been  negligent  and  super- 
ficial in  his  directions;  if  he  fails  in  this  res- 
pect, he  should  be  responsible  of  any  injury 
that  may  befall  the  patient.  In  all  cases  of 
dislocations  and  fractures,  where  the  least 
obscurity  is  present,  and  the  slightest  difficul- 
ty' is  anticipated,  the  surgeon  should  make  his 
doubts  and  fears  known  to  the  patient  and 
his  friends,  otherwise,  if  wavering  as  to  the 
nature  and  probable  severity  of  the  injury,  he 
promises  a  speedy  cure  and  a  sound  limb,  he 
is  holden  so  to  do, — it  is  nothing  more  or  less 

than  a  breach  of  contract. 

We  will  now  suppose  a  case,    where   a  but-  \ 
geon  without   inquiry,    and   for   the    eakje  of  j      [The  lateness  of    the  hour  at  which  the  fo!~ 
gain  accedes  to  a  patient's  request  of  perform- 1  lovping   Reports    #ere   received,   and  the  ai- 
ing  some  professional  office  for  him,  bleeding  ready  crowded  state  of  our  columns,  preclude 
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we  will  say,  which  he  otherwise  would  have 
refused  had  he  been  faithful  to  his  calling. 
and  this  compliance  is  productive  cf  injury, 
either  from  the  unskillful  manner  in  which 
the  operation  has  been  done,  (Han-cke  vs  Hoop- 
er, 1  Carr.  &  P.,  81,)    or  the   systemic  results 


us  from  giving  more  than  the  classification  of 
the  diseases  presented  for  treatment;  their 
number  and  variety  are  good  indications* of 
the  amount  of  practical  instruction  to  be  ob- 
tained at  this  College. 
Our    friends   will  oblige    us  by    forwarding 


facts,  and  act  regardless    of  the   patient's  so- 
licitations or   wishes.  In  the    performance    cfi^ 

r.,a  fr.™  orm    4 — Varicose   ulcer    on  the  leer. 


attending  its  uncalled  for  performance,  he  be- j  their  Reports  previous  to  the  20  of  the  month.] 
comes  responsible.  The  patient  can  under  noj  Saturday.  October  5th,   1850. 

circumstance  judge  of  his  own  case,  and  of  1.— Malignant  Lupus,  or  Cutaneous  Cancer 
the  means  required  to  remove  the  evil  •  the|ov'er  the  malar  boif  aad  extending  to  the  jn- 
surgeon  should  be    put  in  possession  of  all  the  j aer  c^hus  of  the  eye  ;  eleven  years  duaiion, 

'now  under  successful   treatment.    2— Phage- 

Jdenic  nicer  of  the  knee. — Lacerated  wound  of 
/>*  i 

,  trie  fore  arm. 
his  Galling,  the    surgeon  should  allow  nothing :  r       „  ,  ,  .,  A.        n  "   „ 

&'  s  °iO.— Lularged  tonsils;    operation.  0, — Parony- 

to  swerve  him   from  the  path  of  duty.  ,  .      c  ,,        T     ^       n  ,         ,    ,  .    ,. 

t  J  I. etna  of   thumb     t- — contused   and    lacerated 

In  ail  these  cases,  we  would  question -the  |  vmm&.  8.— Ulcer  on  leg.  9— Indolent  ulcer 
surgical  competency  of  the  defendant,— and  j  0f  fQot<  10.— Synovitis.  11,— Scrofulous  en- 
irrespective  of  the  patient's  negligence  or j^arge men t  o£  the  Lymph aMc  g'aods  of  neck, 
carelessness, — non-compliance  in  a  bad  easel  and  .distorted  foot.  12—  Chronic  conjunctivi- 
will  never  make  it  a  good  one.  i  tis   and"  granulated   Ey'e'-l'dV.      13.— Chronics 

We  believe  we  have  covered  the  ground  j  corneitia  and  granulated  Eve-lids.  .11.— ^on- 
laid  out  by  our    friend,    and   will  at  all  times! tusion  of  Mn.culo-spiral  new*  producing  par- 

alysis  of  the  muscles  of  the  hanei  and  lingers. 
15. — Old  case  of  lacerated  wound  of  the  scalp 


cheerfully    answer  any    medico  legal  question 
with  which  we  may  be  favored.]' 


Wound     of    tlae     Heart. — One    of 


and  contusion  of  the  chest.  16.  —  Irritable  ul- 
cer of  finger-nail.  IT.'— 'Fungoid  disease  of  the 
dhoulder-joint.  18.  —  Hip  disease.  19. — Con- 
•  tused  wound  of  arm.  20  — Erectile  tumor  on. 
inner  can  thus  cf  eve-  — 21.  —  Cataract.  22. — ■' 


the  most  reman kable   phenomena  in   surgery 

is  reported    to  have   occurred    at    Cincinnati,   Contraction  of  little  finger  from  a  burn>  23.- 

recently,    where  a  man  died  in  the    Comrner- 1  Anchylosis  and     distortion    of   index    finger. 

eial  Hospital,    from  a  gun  shot  wound    which!  24. Hare  lip. 

"he  survived   sisty-eigut   hours,    although  the  ,  '..      ,         ~ .,  .-         •      10_rt 

ball  had  passed    through  the  right   auricle  oi  |  .       Saturaay,  October  12.   18o0. 

the  heart,  and  lodged  in  the  spine  after  hav-  j  1.— Chronic  conjunctivitis.  2. — Ulcerated 
in g  also  perforated  the  edge  of  the  luog,  as  j  cornea.  3 — Congenital  erecti]e  tumor..  4 — ■ 
was  ascertained  at  the  autopsy.  Amputation  of  tinker.  5.--L'ragedehic    ulcer 
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ofPatel'a  6. — Chronic  pharyngitis.  7. — Va-  iVid  imagination,  and,  just  as  the  last  point 
ricose  ulcers  on  both  legs.  8 — Lacerated  and  I  was  expected  to  cicatrize,  the  force  of 
contused  wound  with  superabundant  granula- !  the  imagination  gave  way,  the  ulcer  reopen- 
tions.  9  — Contused  and   lacerated   wound  of  i  ed,  and  the  patient  died    within  a  few  weeks. 


finger  with  extensive  inflammation 


10.— Ery- 
thema Phlegmonoides.  11. — Paronychia.  12 — 
Otorrhoea  13 — Contused  wound  of  the  hand. 
14. — Dressing  of  amputated  finger.  15 — Di- 
vision of  frenum  lir-guEe.  16. — Extirpation  of 
scirrhous  tumor  from  the  leg,  also  of  tubercle 
from  the  head  17. ---Asthma.  18. --Cataract. 
Saturday,  October  19th,  1850. 
1.— Lacerated  wound  of  arm.  2. --Chronic 
varicose  ulcers  of  ankle.  3. --Inflamed  ulcer 
of  leg.  4. ---Dressing  of  amputated  ringer. 
5.— Lupus  exedens  6.-— Contused  andlaeerat- 
ed  wound  of  hand  7.— Fistulous  ulcer  of  the 
hand.  8.-— Amaurosis  from  wound  near  the 
eye.  9. ---Otorrhoea.  10  -Highly  inflamed  band. 
11. — Granulated  eyelids  and  chronic  corneitis. 
12-— Congenital  erectile  tumor.  13,— Fracture 
of  neck  of  humerus.  14  --Removal  of  needle 
from  hand.  15. ---Partial  paraphlegia  of  right 
side.  16. --Contraction  of  all  the  fingers  of 
the  right  hand  from  a  burn. 
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3IEDICINE    AND    SURGERY. 
[Prepared   expressly   for   the   Lancet.] 


[From  the  Report  of  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee en  Surgery,  R.  D.  Mussey,  Chairman, 
published  in  Vol.  Ill  of  The  Transact  ions  of 
the  American  Medical  Association  for  1850. 
we    copy   the   following   interesting   articles. 

Fur  a  notice  of  this  valuable  work  we  di- 
rect the  Reader  to  the  Editors'    Book  Table.] 

Scirrlius  and  Cancer. 

Operation  for  removing    Scirrlius  S-reast.-r- 
That  eminent  surgeon,      Professor   B.    W. 
Dudley,  of  Lexington,  Kentucky,  writes  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

t!I  have  never  removed  a  scirrhus  breast  but. 
■with  a  recurrence  of  the  disease  at  a  subse- 
quent period.  1  have  witnessed  the  healing  of 
a  carcinomatous  ulcer  as  large  as  a  man's  hand 
within  a  month,    under  the  influence  of  a  IVr- 


1  have  kept  the  carcinomatous  action  in  check 
for  years  by  severe  abstinence,  but  have  nev- 
er seen  it  cared.'1 

Professor  Eve,  of  Augusta,  Ga.,  declares, 
"I  have  never  yet  operated  upon  a  scirrhous 
or  carcinomatous  breast,  when  the  diagnosi  a 
was  unequivocal,  that  the  affection  did  not 
return." 

Dr.  J.  Kearney  Rodgers,  of  New  York,  a 
gentleman  of  extensive  surgical  practice,  says 
that  when  he  commenced  the  practice  of  sur- 
gery, he  "operated  on  almost  every  case  that 
presented  itself:  for  so,"  says  he,  "I  had  been 
taught,  and  was  led  to  imagine  that  the  dis- 
ease might  return,  but  that  was  the  exception 
if  you  cut  far  enough  beyond  the  diseased 
mas3.  The  result,  however,  of  my  operations 
was  that  not  two  survived  the  operation  in 
good  health  two  years,  the  greater  number 
being  in  their  graves  in  less  than  12  months? 
and  many  in  six. 

;;I  know  that  Leroy  d'Etiolles  in  France,  hag 
attended  to  this  subject,  and  that  the  result 
of  his  investigations  is  adverse  to  the  opera- 
tion; but  I  should  be  very  much  pleased  to 
have  the  subject  placed  before  the  surgeons 
of  our  country  that  they  may  perhaps,  after 
a  lapse  of  years,  give  the  result  of  their  expe- 
rience. I  have  not  operated  for  cancer  of  the 
breast  for  nearly  ten  years." 

Dr.  S.  Parkman,  a  member  of  your  commit- 
tee, and  one  of  the  surgeons  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Hospital  at  Boston,  makes  the  following 
communication  : — 

'■Of  late  years,  the  question  of  the  advisable- 
ness  of  opeiating  by  the  knife  for  the  removal 
of  cancerous  tumors  has  been  much  mooted 
among  physicians,  who  are  accustomed  to  ex- 
amine into  the  result  of  their  experience  in 
order  to  estimate  aright  the  value  of  the  means 
they  are  daily  employing.  It  is  well  known 
that  many  most  distinguished  surgeons  decline 
altogether  interfering  with  such  tumors,  so 
convinced  are  they  of  its  certain  return  ;  some 
even  maintaining  that  the  appearance  of  the 
disease  in  other  parts  of  the  system  is  actual- 
ly hastened  by  Its  removal  from  its  primitive 
situation,  and  that  life  is  shortened  by  the  ve- 
ry means  employed  to  prolong  it.  On  the  other 
hand,  those  who  do  operate  allow  that  the  ca- 
ses where  the  disease  does  not  return  are  but 
exception;  h  each   surgeon  rcckoring  only  in- 
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PLATTSBURGH,  TECEMBER,    1850. 
Ci  Truth  without  Fear.  " 

0  E  F  E  It  11  E  0    ARTICLES. 

Several  articles,  original  and  selected  in 
type  for  this  Number  are  necessarily  post- 
poned to  our    January  issue.    We   are    in  the 


st  depend  upon    the    gravity  of  the    operaJ  ^eipt  of  various  publications    which  will  be 
i,  varying   from  that    connected   with    the  Noticed  at  the  same  time.  N. 


FR AN  e I S   BADGELY,   M.    D, 

We  learn  with  regret  this    Gent-eman's  de- 
parture from  Montreal  for  Canada  West.    Dr. 


dividual    instances    of  his    good    fortune  ;  but  [ 
they    defend   their   practice    by    maintaining 
that,  as  the  disease    larely    returns  in  any  se-;  j 
vere  form  in  the  cicatrix  of  the  Operation,   the  l 
patient   is   saved   from  the   loathsomeness  to 
himself  and  friends  of  dying  of  a  foul  external! 
ulcer.  The  danger  of  the- opera?  ion'is  not   re- !  ,n  . 
garded,  and  having    means  to    completely  an-  ^  " 
nul  the  pain,  this  need  not  be  taken  in  account,  j 
Of  course,  all  parties   are  agreed  that,    unless! 
in  very  peculiar  casesj  where  the  disease    has1 
already  declared  itself  elsewhere,    no    opera- 
tion should  be  undertaken. 

"Such  being  the  condition  of  surgical  opin- 
ion upon  the  subject,  it  becomes  an  object  of 
interest  to  inquire  what  is  the  actual  immedi- 
ate danger  to  wrhieh  we  subject  a  patient  up- 
on whom  we  thus  operate.  Is  the  operation  a 
dangerous  one  1  Of  course,  the  answer  to  this 
must 
tion, 

removal  of  a  small  tumor  to  that  of  on  am-j 
putation  of  a  lower  extremity.  But,  inasmuch 
as  the  female  breast  is  by  far  the  most  fre- 
quent seat  of  this  disease,  I  have  taougnt  it 
would  not  be  without  interest  to  determine 
approximately  the  danger  of  the  removal  of  *" 
this  rart;  and  with  this  view  I  have  eXamin-  Badgely  will  be  long  remembered  in  Canada, 
ed  the  records  of  the  Massachusetts  General  as  one  of  the  niosfc  talented,  active,  and  "go- 
Hospital  from  its  commencement  in  1822  un^'  a-head'.?  members  of  the  Profession,  Fie  has 
til  the  present  year,  about  twenty-eight  years. .  been  the  originator  and  firm  supporter  of 
And  I  find  during  this  time  there  have  been  every  measure  tending  to  elevate  the  Pro!es- 
88  operations  and  6  deaths.  Of  these  6,  4  were  sion  to  the  high  standard  it  now  possesses, 
in  cases  where  there  is  good  reason  to  believe!  To  him,  the  Medieo-Chimrglcai  Society 
disease  was    already    present   in  the    infernal1  aad  s&hoo]  <f  M^diciDe  of  Montreal.    the  CoI. 

organs,  which  at  the  present  day  would  have  ,           „   -p.,      .   .               -,    c.                  t   n        i 

_    &                           .,    r                 .J  .    ,              lege  or    Prysicians    and    Surgeons  of   Canada 

been   more  carefully    examined,  and  the  dis-  T-,     ,         ,  ,,     T,  .,.  ,     .         .          ,»■,•«, 

„     ,.  ,        '  .    ,  .....          .  .East,  and  the -British  American   Medical  and 

coverv  or  which  would    have  prevented  surgi-  .                  .     . 

,.    ,     :.  i  Surgical    Association  owe    tneir    origins.   Wo 

cal  jnterierence.  i        ° 

-One  died  of  erysipelas  and  one  of  plenrisy,  ihave  a  Posing  reminiscence  of  our  connec- 
the  inflammation  having  probably  been  pro-:ti0n  Wlth  D?-  Badgely  in  the  School  of  Med- 
pagated  from  the  wound.  Eliminating,  then, ; icioe'  where  lie  established  a  bright  name  as 
the  four,  when  internal  disease  was  already  '  a  most  accomplished  and  practical  teacher m 
present,  we  have  84  operations  and  2  deaths.  It  was  but  the  duty  of  the  Profession  to  testi- 
And  in  both  of  these  the  tumor  was  of  that  fj  their  gratitude  towards  the  Dr.,  and  their 
character  as  to  require  amputation,  thus  appreciation  of  his  talents  and  devoledness  to 
leaving  a  large  granulating  surface.  Remov-  oar  common  cause  to  present  him  wiih  a  tes- 
al  of  a  cancer  of  the  breast  by  the  knife  is  timonial  bearing  the  signatures  of  twenty- 
therefore,  not  a  dangerous  operation  per  se.  sevea  leading  Medical  men  in  Montreal, 
As  a  proof  that  the  pain  is  a  very  consider-!  Qar  friend  ^-  esUblished  him8e]f  ia  Toron. 
able  element  m  aetei ring    patients   iromsuD-i 

mitting  to  the  operation,    and  also  of  the  eon- !  to,  where    we   flatter    ourselves,    his  talents 
fidence !  felt  in  the  power  of  anaesthetic  agents,  moral  worth,  and  his  high  qualifications,  will 
I  may  mention  that  in    1847,   the   year  after  be  appreciated  to  their  full  merits. 
the  valuable    discovery  of :  their  powers   three; 

times  a*  many    operations  were    performed  as1       •-  ;    Famam  ex'eniere  (actis 

in  any  v ear  preceding.  ■      H«S  yirtut  s  opus.  N. 
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PROFESSOR    JAS.H.ARMSBYJ      American  Journal   of    Des.tal    Science. 


We  learn  from  a  literacy  excham-e  that  Dr. 
Arm'sby,  a  distinguished  Surgeon,  arid  the 
well  known  and  able  Professor  of  Anatomy  in 
the  Albany  College,  was  dingerously  ill,  in 
consequence  of  a  wound  on  the  hand,  received 
in  the  dissecting  room.  He  took  cold  in  the 
vtoeI^j  and  innammaticn  set  in,  attended  by 
the  worst  symptoms,  st  that  his  life  was  des- 
paired of.  Dr.  Armsey  enjoys  a  high  reputa- 
tion as  an  anatomist,  and  is  universally  es- 
teemed fir  his  amiability  and  goodness  of 
heart.  Kis  death  would  be  widely  and  deeply 
lamented.  N. 


COLLODION    IN  ERYSIPELAS, 

We  have  this  moment  discharged  a  case  of 
Erysipelas  of  the  face  in  a  person  predisposed 
to  the  disease,  and  which  w&Sf  most  promptly 
and  satisfactorily  cured  by  the  application  of 
Collodion.  The  difficulty  encountered  m  ar- 
resting the  disease,  and  the  variety  of  reme- 
dies daily  recommended,  make  us  hope  from 
this  case,  that  Collodion  already  so  valuable 
a  turgicai  agent,  may  prove  of  great  benefit 
in  Erysipelas,  i  he  case  will  be  published  in 
our  January  Number.  N. 


HASKELL    &    MERRICK, 

We  have  received  from  these  Gentlemen  a 
lengthy  Catalogue  of  Forei^  una  Domestic 
Drugs,  IvleaicinLS;  &c  ,  with  prices  affixed  thai 
cannot  but  meet  with  the  ready  approval  of 
purchasers.  This  Firm  is  well  known  by  its 
vaiioas  pharmaceutical  preparations,  which 
^re  becoming  into  general  use  among  Drug- 
gists and  Physicians.  The  impor'ance  of  hav- 
ing unadultc  rat  d  and  reliable  medicines  will 
recommend  Haskell  &  Merrick  to  the  fa- 
vorable notice  of  the  Profession.  M. 


MEDICAL    PUBLICATIONS, 

American  Journal  of  .Medical  Scieace.  | 
Isaac  Ha vs,  M.  D.,  Editor. ---This  excellent 
Journal  need-?  no  recommendation  of  ours  in  i 
inducing  the  Profession  to  extend  their  pa- 
tronage to  the  only  publication  that  may  be 
Considered  as  truly  American.  We  direct  at- 
tention to  the  Piospeptus  in  our  Advertising 
Department. 


Chapin  A.  Hah ms,  hi.  0  .  Editor.  We  have 
received  No.  1  of  the  ne-v  series  of'  this  valua- 
ble publication-    The  Editor  is  one  of  the  first 

'  of  Dental  Surgeons,  and  now  takes  upon  him- 
self the  sole  responsibility  of  the   Journal,  In 

■  the  intention  of  advancing  that  hitherto  much 
neglected  and  charlatanized  branch  of  Sur- 
gery,— Dentistry.  We  know  of  no  operation 
so  common  and  trifling,  which  is  so  ill-under- 
stood and  performed  by  the  majority  of  gen- 
eral practitioners-  as  the  extraction  of  teeth. 
Were  the  Journal  as  widely  circulated  as  it3 
merits  entide  it  to,  there  would  be  fewer  suf- 
ferers from  heroi-e  Dental  Surgery.  The  uLan- 
cet"'  wid  exchange  with  much    pleasure    with 

Ohio  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  S. 
Hanbuey  Smith,  M.  D.,  Editor.— We  have 
received  duplicate  copies  of  Nos.  1  and  2  ef 
Vol.  Ill  of  this  able  publication.  The  recep- 
tion of  the  second  copy  intimated  to  us  that 
the  Lancet  had  not  been  received:  we  have 
sent  nine  numbers  though  we  have  been  fa- 
vored with  but  two  Journals  in  exchange.  The 
P.  O.  Department  requires  some  attending  to. 
'■Fully  appreciating  the  complimentary  no- 
tice of  the  Northern  Lancet  in  the  November 
Number  of  the  Journal."  Dr.  Smith  will  ac- 
cept our  indorsement  of  his  good  opinion  in 
favor  of  tii3  Ohio  Journal. 

Western  Meivicj-CtHRURGiCAL  Journal. 
Drs.  Sanford  and  Armor,  Professors  in  the 
Iowa  Snare  Univemcy,  Editors.-  -Two  Num- 
bers of  this  new  candidate  for  public  favor 
are  en  our  TaLL*.  The  enterprising  Eiilors 
are  the  sole  occupants  of  a  rich  and  extensive 
(kid  of  operations,  and  we  doTbt  not,  but 
that  their  well  directed  labors  will  p;*ove  of 
grta'-.  ukixcUz  co  the  cause  they  have  so  ably 
enlisted  in.  We  wish  the  Jouroal  abundant 
success,  and  will  be  pleased  with  i'.s  monthly 
visit.  N. 


METEOROLOGICAL  REPORTS, 

Tn  our  January  Number  we  shall  commence 

the  publication  of  the    Meteorological    Kegis- 

tea*  kept  at  the    Plocttaburgh    Academy,   under 

aiieeiion  of   the    Smithsonian    Institute,    and 

kindly  furnished  us  by  J.  S.  D.  Tailor,  Esq., 

the  gentlemanly  and  able  IVnoipal.  These 
observations  are  highly  interesting  in  deter- 
ming  the  influence  cf  climatic  changes  in  the 
production  of  diseases,  and  as  such  will  form 
another  interestiog  feature  of  the  laxcet.-  N. 
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Lecture  VII.  [Concluded.] 

Legitimacy,    or  the  Law   of    Inheritance. — 
Bastards  during  Marriage. 

The  next  subject,  Gentlemen,  to  which  1 
have  to  direct  your  attention  is,  perhaps  one 
of  the  most  important  that  can  occur  in  med- 
ico-legal discussions,  namely,  succesion  of  in- 
heritance, or  legitimacy.  It  involves  the  honor, 
purity,  and  virtue  of  women;  and  often  not 
only  property,  but  rank  and  hereditary  honors 
depend  on  the  settlement  of  the  question. 
The  ancient  law  of  England  regarded  the  chil. 
dren  of  every  woman  who  was  married,  as  the 
offspring  of  her  husband,  however  abandoned  or 
dissolute  she  might  be,  unless  proof  could  be  pro 
duced  of  his  impotennj,  cr  of  non  access,  from 


his  absence  beyond  the  sea,  or  other  physical  or 
moral  impossibilities.  But  this  just  and  simple 
rule  was  not  recognised  until  after  the  time  of 
Edward  III.,  and  it  was  still  so  far    defective 
that  it  imparted  paternity  in  every  case,  wheth 
er  access  or  not  could  be  proved,  unless  the  hus 
band  was  extra  quartuor    maria.  Lord    Hale 
succeeded  in  setting  this    aside,    and  the  law 
now  requires  no  other  proof   than  that  of  non-5 
access,  to  determine  the   bastardy  of    the  off* 
spring  of  a  married  woman.  But  there  must  be 
a  positive  impossibility  :  the  law  is  not  satisfi- 
ed with  a  simple  probability  of  non-access,  for, 
however  strong  that  may  be,  no  judge    would 
venture  to recomerd  a  verdict  on  such  grounds. 
Every  child  born  at  the  ordinary    period  of 
uterine  gestation  is  regarded  as   illegitimate, 
provided  the  husband  has  had  no  means  ofac 
cess  to  his  wife  for  above  nine  calender  months 
although  he  has  not  been  cut  of  the  county,  or 
as  the  law  term3  it,  beyond  seas.  The    proof 
however,  of  non-access  must  be  conclusive.  In 
a  case  tued  by  Sir   William  Wynne,    in  the 
Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury,  in  1792,  the 
legitimacy  of  a  Mr.  Newport  was  established, 
although  his  mother,  at  the  tine  of  his   birth, 
was  living  with  Lord  Bradford  as  his  mistress, 
and  only,  occasionally,   had    short    interviews 
wihher  husband,    Mr.  Ralph  Smyth;  and, 
although  there  was  no  positive    proof  of    any 
interview  betwetn  them  having   occurred    for 
some  time  previous  to  the  biith  of  her  son,  this 
child  of  Mrs.  Smyth  was  believed,  by    Lord 
Bradford,  to  be  his  son  :  he  was  named  New- 
port, from  the  seccnd  title  in  the    Bradford 
family,  and  he  also  became  insane;  the  heredi- 
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tary  disease  o-  his  lordship,  s  family.  1  he  rep.  I  bility  of  lord  BA^BURY  being  the  fathea  of  the 
son*  for  legitimising  this  gentleman  under  j  claimant  of  the  peerage,  yet  there  existed 
such  circumstances,  ar<  se  out  of  these  occa.  grounds  of  a  moral  impossibility,  on  which 
Moral  meetings  of  the  husband  and  wife.  It  tne  que^ion  might  be  decided,  and  which  the 
appealed  in  evidence  that  Mrs.  Smyth  visited  j  conduct  of  the  parties  in  this  case  established." 
her  hucbatd  at  1  is  ]<  dg'j  gs  in  Holborn,  for  j  0n  8°me  material  points  connected  with  this 
the  pur}  ose  of  receiving  an  annuity  which  he  j  subject,  Blackstone  lays  down  the  law  in  his 
allowed  her,  notwithstanding  her  connection  j  Commentaries  (vol.  1.  p.  454  59)  in  these 
with  lord  Bradford  ;  and  that    the    room  in  !  w&rda  : 

which  tl  ey  met  was  a  1  cd-icxm,  where  she  |  "  A  bastard  by  our  Fnglish  laws  is  one  that 
oftc  n  i  en  ained  with  Lini  alone  for  half  an  hour  I  is  not  only  begotten,  but  born,  out  of  lawful 
at  a  fine.  This  establish* 3  the  possibility  6\  !  matrimony.  The  civil  and  cannon  laws  do  not 
access.;  and  although  lord  Bradford  regarded  j  allow  a  child  to  remain  a  bastard,  if  the  parents 

'intermarry:  and  herein  they  differ  mo:t    nn 


Mr.  Newport  as  his  e<  n  and  he  inherited  the 
family  disease,  yet  after  Mr.  NjkwTPORi's  death 
when  his  next  grand-  nephew  sued  for  his  pro 
jerty,  he  gained  his  object  by  establishing  the 
hgi  imacy  of  that  genthman.  In  his  address  to 
the  jury,  Jodge  "YYymse  nmrnked,  that  in  the 
event  of  proof  being  brought  forward  to  satisfy 
the  mind  of  ihe  court  that  "  the  husband  had 
no  access  to  his  wife  at  the  time  that  the  child 
must  have  been  begotten,  the  child  is  a  bastard 
though  born  of  a  married  woman  in  the  lifetime 
of  the  husbafiei  :  but  if  the  husband  and  the 
wife  were  so  circumstanced  that  access  must 
be  presumed  between  them  (as  if  they  lived 
in  the  some  town  or  place,  and  it  cannot  be 
1  roved  by  persons  who  have  watel  ed  them, 
that  they  never  have  ccme  together.)    or  if  by 


terially  from  our  laws;  which  though  so  strict 
as  to  require  that  the  child  shall  be  begotten 
yet  it  makes  it  an  indispensable  condition,  to 
make  it  legitimate,  that  it  shall  be  born  after 
lawful  wedlock.  And  the  reason  of  our  English 
law  is  surely  much  superior  to  that  of  the  Ro- 
man, if  we  consider  the  principal  end  and  de- 
sign of  establi  hing  the  contract  of  marriage, 
taken  in  a  civil  light,  abstractedly  from  any 
religious  view,  which  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  legitimacy  or  illegitimacy  of  the  children. 
The  main  end  and  design  of  marriage,  therefore 
being  to  asertain  and  fix  upon  some  certain 
persons  to  wloai  the  care,  the  protection, 
the  maintenance,  and  the  education  of  the 
children  should  belong;:  this  end  is    undoubt- 


diiect  evidence  it  can  le  proved  that  tl  ey  had  j  cdiy  letter  answered  by  legitimating  all  issu<3 
access  to  each  other,  in  such  a  case  1  take  it  i  born  after  wedlock,  than  by  legitimating  all 
the  son  is  legitimate  notwithstanding  any  cir-    i^ue    of  the    same  parties,  even  born    before 

weol  >ok,  so  as  wedlock  afterwards  ensues  ;  1. 


Because  of  the  very  great  uncertainty    there 


cumstantial  evidence  that  may  be  given  to  the 
contrary.*'' 

The  law.,  as  it  at  presci.t  stards,  admits  not  wili  get"?ral'y  be,  in  the  proof  that  the  is^ue 
cnly  the  physical  in  p  ssibility  from  impotence,  j  Wils  real!?  begotten  by  the  same  man;  where- 
or  at  sfn'ce  1  cjord  seas,  against  the  legitimacy  j  a8  ty  confining  the  proof  to  the  birth,  and  not 
of  a  child  born  in  we'dlock,  hV  it  takes  into  j  [0  the  ^egetnr.g,  oar  law  renders  it  perfec'- 
coneideration,  also,  <•  the  r<  lative  situation  of]  ^  certain  whatchUd  is  legitimate,  and  who 
the  parties  their  habi's  of  life,  the  evidence  ol  i is  to  fcako  cai<e  of  fche  c,lilJ-  2  BeoauS3  by  the 
conduct,  and  every  ^"uotioh  which  rcas'<n>ug  :  llomanhw  a  chiid  ma7  be  continue  1  abu- 
gests  for  determing  up.  n  the  probabilities  of  tard>  or  male  legitimate,  at  the  option  of  the 
the  cas^    '•  *  :  atncr  or  mother,  by  a  marriage  ex  post  facto; 

In  1813  this  explar.a* ion  of  tin  law  oPsuccrs  :  *&i(ftt  opening  a  door  to  many  frauJs  and 
Fi>n  was  disturbed  bv  a  judn  ent  of  the  House  I  P^tia^ties  which  by  our  law  are  prevents. 
of  lords,  on  the  Bane  lky  Peerage,  in  v.hUh  3  Because  by  th  )se  laws  a  man  may  rr  main  a 
nlthough  constant  access  was  admitted,  and  ha8ard  *  !1  ^ty  years  of  age,  and  then  be- 
inpohnce  not  proved  yet  the  (ff-pring  va* 1  crthe^itimate,  by  the  suferuent  mamage  if 
declard  iilegitmatc  ftom  circumstantial  evi-  ,lis  P^enis;  whereby  the  man  end  of  marriage 
derict*:  The  reason  of  thi*judm<  nt  was  th:s  :-  ^e  Protection  of  infants,  is  totally  frustrated. 
'•  That  al.hough  there  was  nop'; //.v/co/impossi.  4-  Because  this  rule  of  the  Roman  la*  ad- 
mits of  no  limitations  as  to  the  time  or    num- 

I  ber  of  bastards  so  to    be    legitimated:  but  a 

_,  ,„.  ,     T  „  „  . .  ,, ..     down  of  them  may,  twenty  years  after  their 

*  Phillips  <>n    the  Law    of  Evidence.      Edi- 


tion,   182'.)  Vol    It:  p.  288. 


birth,  by  ths  9"aVifl*"j  i3nt  avirriagc  jf  h  eir  par 
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ente,  be  admitted  to  all  the  privileges  of  legit- 
imate children.  This  is  plainly  a    great    dis- 
couragement to   the    matrimonial    state;  to 
■which  one  main  inducement  is    not    only  the 
desire  of  having  children,  but  also  the    desire 
of  procreating  lawful  heirs,  whereas  our   con- 
stitutions guard  against  this  indecency,  and  at 
the  same  time  give  sufficient  allowance  to  the 
frailties  of  human  nature.  For,  if  a  child    be 
begotten  while  the  parents   are    single,    and 
they  will  endeavour  io  make  an  early  repara- 
tion for  the  offence,  by  marrying  within  a  few 
months  after,  our  law  is  so  indulgent  as  not  to 
bastardize  the  child,  if  it  be  born,  though  not 
begotten,  in  lawful  wedlock  ;  for  this  is  an  in- 
cident that  can  happen  but  once,  since  all  fu- 
ture childern  will  be  begotten  as  well  as  born  j 
within  the  rules  of  honour  and    civil    society,  j 
Upon  reasons  like  these  we  may  suppose    the  i 
peers  to  have  acted.at  the  parliament  of  Mer-  | 
ton,  when  they  refused  to  enact  that  children  j 
born  before  marriage  should  be  esteem  legiti-  j 
ma'e." 

From  this  passage  it  is  evident  that,  in  many 
inquiries  connected  with  this  subject,  the  phy- 
sical powers  of  the  husband,  or  his  nonage, 
for  the  determination  of  the  period  of  gestation 
prior  to  the  birth  of  a  child  in  the  absence  of 
a  husband,  are  to  be  investigated  ;  and,  in 
such  cases,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that 
medical  evidence  must  preponderate.  It  is 
cheifly  in  reference  to  these  points  that  I 
mean  to  occupy  your  attention. 

With  regard  to  the  physical  powers  of  the 
husband,  as  I  shall  1  ave  occasion  to  direct 
your  attention  especially  to  the  subject  of 
impotence,  I  will  leave  that  cause  at  present 
out  of  view,  and  confine  my  remarks  to  the 
eubject^of  the  natural  period  of  gestation,  pre- 
mature births,  and  assumed  protracted  births  ; 
but  the  consideration  of  the«f  subjects  must 
be  deferred  to  my  next  lecture. 

Lecture  VIII. 

The  Term  of  Uterine  Gestation. — 1.  Pie- 
mature  Labour.  2.  Protracted  gestation. — 
Medical^Opinions  in  favor  of  the  possible 
extension  of  Uterine  Gestation. — The  Gard- 
ner-Peerage Case. —  Opinion  of  the  Lecturer 
against  the  Possibility  of  the  Protraction 
for  many  Days  over  Forty  Weeks. 


f    Gentlemen  : — With  respect  to  the   first  of 
!?•  -    nb;ects    mentioned  in    my    last    lecture, 


namely,  the  natural  period  of  gestation,  the 
law  of  England  prescribes  no  precise  time  fur 
uterine  gestation  in  order  to  make  the  child 
legitimate  ;  but  the  practice  is  to  consider  for- 
ty weeks  as  the  ordinary  per'i.d.  Thus,  Lord 
Coke,  in  noticing  a  case  to  which  I  shall  have 
occasion  to  allude,  says  '-Now  legitimum  tern- 
pus,  in  that  case  appointed  by  law  at  the  fur- 
thest is  nine  months  or  f^rty  weeks.''  (Cuke, 
vol.  i.)  Yet  there  are  numerous  cases  on  re- 
cord of  child)  en  being  declared  legitimate  be- 
yond" this  time.  Whatever  may  be  the  law,  it 
is  the  duty  of  medical  practitioners  to  regu- 
late and  modify  its  decisions,  by  setting  forth 
the  truth,  so  far  as  it  can  be  ascertained  \  and 
this  is  of  more  importance  than  is  generally 
supposed,  inasmuch  as  it  involves  the  reputa- 
tion of  mothers,  the  peace  of  families,  and  con- 
sequently the  general  moral  character  of  so- 
ciety. The  evidence  in  such  cases  should  nei- 
Inr  be  loose  nor  quest'o'  a^-le. 

I  believe  the  generally   received -opinion    is, 

that  the  natural  period  of  gestat  on  is  280  days 

or  forty  weeks  ;    every  period   sh  irt  Df  this  is 

;  to  be  set  down  to  premature  labour  :  every  pe- 

i  ripl  beyond  it,    to  protracted    labour,    if  they 

|  cannot  be  otherwise   explained.  Hence    susni- 

I  cions  of  illegitimacy  may  arise   under  both  e- 

vents.  The  first  objects  for  our  present  consid- 

I  eration,  therefore,  is  the    correct  understai  d- 

ing  of  what  is  premature  birth,  and,    what  is 

unnatural   protiaoted  gc  tation  1 

1.  With  regard  to  premature  labour,  it  gives 
rise  to  suspicions  of  the  legitimacy  of  the  <  ff- 
^piing,  and  reflects  upon  the  fair  fame  of  the 
mother,  when  the  event  occurs  in  the  first 
child  after  marriage,  or  after  the  return  of  a 
husband  from  abroad:  provided  the  develop- 
ment of  the  infant  does  n<  t  correspond  with 
the  period  which  ought  to  have  been  that  of 
gestation,  under  the  circum-tances.  Ihus,  it 
a  woman  be  delivered  of  a  child  seven  months 
after  marriage,  or  after  the  return  of  her  hus- 
band, and  the  chili  bear  all  the  appearances 
of  a  child  more  advanced,  then  the  su.-picion 
has  some  foundation  The  question,  therefore, 
is,  can  a  child,  born  between  the  seventh  and 
eight  months  of  uterine  gestation,  have  all 
the  characters  of  maturity  ?..  In  reply,  it  may 
be  argued,  in  determining  this  joint,  that  it 
is  difficult  to  decide  respecting  the  develop- 
ment of  the  child  after  the  thirty- s'xth  week, 
som  •  children  being  born  at  that  period  as 
plump,  vigorous  and  heavy,  as  children  born 
at  the  full  time  j  and  there  are  instances  on 
record  of  vrrmen   who  a!w?T,s   have    carried 
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their  children  only  to  the  seventh  or  eight 
months.  Lamotte,  Van  SwitTEN  and  Foster, 
have  recorded  instances  of  this;  and,  more  re- 
certly,  Dr.  Montgomery  has  stated  that  a 
member  of  his  family  never  passed  the  end  of 
eight  months  in  three  successive  pregnancies) 
and  he  adds,  that  being  engaged  to  attend  a 
Jady  in  her  fifth  confinement,  who  told  him, 
a  month  befcre  hand,  that  although  her  time 
would  be  upon  the  23d  of  the  month,  yet  she 
knew  she  should  be  confined  on  the  9th,  as 
she  had  in  two  former  confinements  anticipat- 
ed two  weeks,  she  fell  in  labour  on  the  10th, 
and  was  confined  on  the  11th.  (Ency  Trad. 
JUW.,  vol.  iv.  p  88  )  But  these  are  exceptions 
to  a  general  rule,  both  as  respects  the  mothers 
and  the  children.  They  are,  however,  suffi- 
cient to  induce  us  to  pause  before  pronouncing 
a  plump  weli-formed  child,  produced  at  seven 
months  after  marriage,  or  after  the  return  of 
a  husband,  an  illegitimate  child.  In  a  ques- 
tion involving  succession,  if  it  can  be  proved 
that  a  firstborn,  ushered  into  the  world  at 
seven  months,  was  a  plump  vigorous  infant, 
and  the  mother  in  good  health  and  that  in 
every  subsequent  pregnancy  she  went  the 
full  natural  period,  then  there  would  be  some 
reason  for  suspicion,  and  the  legitimacy  and 
right  of  succession  of  the  child  might  be  ques- 
tioned. But  there  are  characters  marking 
manure  birth,  independently  of  the  size  of  the 
child,  namely  the  size  and  texture  of  the 
skin,  which  at  the  full  period,  is  whiter  and 
denser  than  at  seven  months,  or  even  at  thirty- 
four  weeks,  and  is,  also,  covered  with  fine 
short  hairs;  the  nails  are  thicker  and  firmer, 
and  extend  to  the  points  of  the  fingers;  the 
lower  extremities  are  more  fully  developed; 
the  umbilicus  is  nearly  the  central  point  in 
the  length  of  the  body,  which  is  usually  from 
nineteen  to* twenty  one  inches;  the  bones  of 
the  cranium,  although  still  moveable,  yet  are 
in  contact  at  their  margins  ;  and  the  testicles 
have  passed  the  abdominal  ling,  or  are  in  the 
Ecrotutn.  These  appearances,  added  to  the 
size  and  vigor  of  the  child,  may  be  regarded 
as  demonstrative  proof  that  the  child  has  not 
come  before  its  time  ;  and,  consequently,  as 
the  birth  is  not  premature,  the  fair  inference. 
js,  that  the  mother  has  been  criminal,  and  that 
the  child  is  illegitimate.  On  the  contrary  if 
a  vigorous,  healthy  woman  bring  forth  an  im- 
mature child  at  seven,  or  les3  than  eight 
months  after  rrarriage  or  after  the  return  of 
her  husband,  and  this  child  live,  it  must  bp 
regarded  as  legitimate,  and  fully   entitled   to 


the  right  of  succession,  .  If  the  child,  how- 
ever, die,  and  there  is  a  question  involving 
the  conduct  of  the  mother,  those  appearances 
that  point  out  the  age  of  the  foetus,  must  be 
carefully  looked  for  in  the  examination  of  the 
child ;  but  this  cannot  be  completed  without  a 
post-mortem  dissection,  in  which  case  it  is  to  be 
conducted,  and  the  same  marks  are  to  be 
looked  for,  as  1  shall  have  to  point  out  to  you 
in  treating  of  infanticide. 

2  The  second  question,  that  of  protracted 
gestation,  presents  more  difficulties  than  the 
former;  and  it  is  remarkable  to  observe,  a*. 
this  period  of  obstetrical  science,  the  diversity 
of  opinion  that  exists  on  the  subject;  some 
keenly  support  the  doctrine  of  protracted  de- 
livery, others  maintaining,  with  equal  pertin- 
acity, that  the  period  is  fixed,  and  admits  of 
no  extension.  Before  proceeding  to  notice 
some  of  these,  I  must  declare  to  you  my  own 
opinion  that  except  in  cases  in  which  some- 
thing occurs  to  interupt  the  regular  functions 
of  the  uterus,  so  as  to  produce  a  premature 
expulsion  of  the  foetus,  labor  will  always  oc- 
cur at  two  hundred  and  eighty  days  after  con- 
ception *  It  is  impossible  to  explain  the  cause 
of  this  fact  otherwise  than  by  saying, that  it  is 
an  immutable  law  of  nature  ;  or  in  the  words 
of  Avicenna,  "  that  at  the  appointed  time 
labor  comes  on  by  the  command  of  God." — 
A  question  then  rises,  on  what  grounds  are  we 
to  doubt  the  numerous  cases  which  have  been 
brought  forward  to  prove  the  contrary  opin- 
ion 1  I  reply,  the  uncertainty  of  the  calcula- 
tion of  women,  and  the  eagerness  of  man- 
kind to  maintain  the  virtue  of  that  sex,  in 
which  chastity  is  a  characteristic  quality, 
but  which,  on  a  sober  consideration  of  the 
subject,  is  a  very  uncertain  guide  for  legal 
decision. 

Women  generally  calculate  forty  two  weeks 
from  the  last  act  of  menstruation,  the  inten- 
tion of  which  is  to  avoid  the  uncertainty  which 
might  arise  from  conception  taking  place  at 
any  time  between  the  two  periods  when  they 
last  menstruated,  or  were  expected  to  menstru- 
ate ;  for,  although,  as  Dr.  Den  man  remark?, 
"  women  are  more  apt  to  conceive   soon  after 


*  This  opinion  is  of  the  most  ancient  date. 
:'  1  myself,1'  says  Solomon,  c:  am  a  mortal  man 
like  to  all,  and  the  offspring  of  him  who  was 
first  made  of  the  earth.  And  in  my  mothers 
womb  was  I  fashioned,  to  be  flesh  in  the  lime 
of  ten  months,  being  comparted  of  blood,  of 
the  seed  of  man."- -  Song  of  Solomon. 
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than  just  before  menstruation,  yet  this  may 
take  place  at  any  time  in  the  interval  between 
the  periods  ;  hence  the  reason  why  married 
women  are  continually  deceived  in  the  calcu- 
lation of  their  confinements :  and  many  of 
the  cases  of  rrotracted  gestation  are  to  be  re- 
ferred to  iregularities  in  calculation.  In  alJ 
cases,  however,  in  which  opportunities  have 
been  obtained  for  determining  accurately  this 
point,  forty  weeks  f eems  the  term  of  uterine 
gestation  but,  although  this  is  my  opinion, 
yet  I  am  bound  to  inform  you,  that  many  dis- 
tinguished physiologists|have  maintained  the 
opposite  opinion,  and  contended  that  experi- 
ence has  amply  provided  that  delivery  can  be 
anticipated/  so  in  some  instances,  it  may  be 
ratarded  ;  and,  perhaps,  we  may  be  compelled 
to  admit  that  occasional  aberrations  may  oc- 


cur. 


By  those  who  maintain  the  possibility  of  pro- 
tracted labor,  twojjauses,  in  particular,  are 
Bssigntd.—  kn' aberration  from  the  laws  of  na- 
ture, and  hemorrhages.  The  arguments  in 
j&vor  of  the  first  of  these  causes  are  found  Q$ 
analogy,  on  the  admitted  variations  and  devi- 
ationsjrom  general    rules  in  the  productions 

fwdHf"  tn'e^vege^le^and  InT"  animal  king- 
dom. Many  curious  facts  on  this  subject 
have  been  advanced ;  among  others,  Sir  Ed- 
ward Home  remarks,  that  "  where  the  female 
of  one  species  of  animal  breeds  from  the  male 
of  an  other,  the  utero-ge3tation  of  who^e  spe- 
cies^is.different  in  its  period,  there  appears  t« 
be  no  approximation  in  the  time  in  which,  the 
hybrid  is  brought  forth  ;  but  the  longest  term 
of  the  two  is  the  time  of  such  utero-gestation. 
Thus  the  mare  covered  by  the  as^  goes  eleven 
months,  her  usual  period ;  and  the  ass  covered 
by  the  horse  goes  eleven  months,  although  ten 
is  her  usual  period."  *  M.  Teshier,  who  kept 
a  register  of  facts  connected  with  gestation 
in  quadrupeds,  states  that  out  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  cows,  fourteen  calved  at  from  eight 
months,  to  eight  months'and  twenty-six  days; 
three  at  two  hundredrand*sevent.y  days;  fifty 
from  two  hundred  and  seventy  to  two  hundred  ! 
and  eighty  days^;  sixty  eight  from  two  hun- ; 
dred  and  eighty  to  two  hundred  and  ninety 
days ;  twenty  at  three  hundred,  and  five  at 
three  hundred  and  seven  days  Rabbits,  who 
parry  their  young  only  one"'  month,  he  founpl 
have  a  latitude  of  eight  days  f    From  rerlec- 


*  Phil.  Trans    1822. 

f  Beck,  quoted  from  Cooper's  Tracts,  p.  277. 


ting  on  these  facts,  it  is  demanded,  why  should 
we  suppose  an  exception  in  the  law  regulating 
the  gestation  to  the  human  species?  I  admit 
the  force  of  the  argument ;  but  in  doing  so  I 
must  contend  that  although  analogy  may  car- 
ry weight  in  the  lecture  room,  it  is  not  a  suf- 
ficient ground  upon  which  legislative  enact- 
ments should  be  builfc. 

It  is  curious  to  mark  how  many  distin- 
guished men  have  maintained  the  possibility 
of  extended  uterine  gestation.  The  following 
names  are  recorded  by  Dr.  Montgomery  as 
having  followed  this  opinion,  which  he  him- 
self also  maintains  :  Antoine  Petit,  Lebas, 
Haller,  Rousel,  Zachias,  Buffon,  W.  Hun- 
ter, Fodere,  Gardieu,  Velpau,  Capuron 
Desormaux,  Richerand,  Dewees,  Hamilton, 
Burns,  and  Denman,  a  very  formidable  host 
of  authorities;  but  when  we  examine  many  of 
the  cases  upon  which  they  ground  their  opin- 
ion, we  cannot  avoid  being  astonished  that 
men  so  fully  acquainted  with  the  physiology 
of  the  uterine  organs  should  have  given  cre- 
dence to  them.  I  am  not  so  attached  to  my 
own  opinion  as  to  deny  that  a  difference  of 
one  or  two  weeks  may  occur;  bat  beyond  that 
the  case  becomes  certainly  questionable.  I 
shall  have  occasion  to  allude  to  the  most  au- 
thentic cases,  and  shall  mak  e  a  few  remarks 
upon  them  as  we  proceed. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  opinion  a- 
mong  the  ancients  respecting  protracted  ges- 
tation, their  chivalrous  feelings  towards  the 
softer  sex  led  them  to  act  with  more  latitude 
than  the  moderns,  with  regard  to  the  suc- 
cession of  inheritance.  The  emperor  Adrian 
declared  an  infant  legitimate  which  was  born 
eleven  months  after  the  death  of  its  repudia- 
ted father,  merely  on  account  of  the  unsus- 
pected virtue  of  the  widow.  The  parliament 
of  Paris  also  decided  two  cases  on  the  same 
principles.  In  the  one,  the  irreproachable 
widow  was  delivered  fourteen  months  after 
the  death  of  the  husband  for  whose  loss  she 
had  never  ceased  te  grieve ;  and  in  the  other 
the  delivery  occurred  at  eleven  months  and 
one  day.  The  motives  of  the  parliament  in 
these  decisions,  are  not  easily  conceived,  al- 
though there  is  no  difficulty  in  accounting  for 
the  conduct  of  the  ladies, 

But  leaving  the  ancients,  let  us  examine 
the  recorded  opinions)  of  the  leading  obstetric 
cians  of  the  present  day.  This  is  readily  done 
by  examining  the  evidence  in  the  cause  of 
the  Gardner  peerage.  In  that  case,  it  was 
proved  that   Mrs.   Gardner  had  parted  from 
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her  husband,  then  Captain  Gardner  on  the  j  titn  to  l.e  280  days  or  between  270  and  280, 
30th  of  January,  1802,  when  his  ship  sailed  as  stated  by  those  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
for  the  West  Indies,  and  that  the  parties  did  question.  In  perusing  the  evidence  carefully 
not  again  meet  until  the  11th  of  July  follow- j  in  either  the  work  of  Le  Marchant  or  of  Dr. 
ing  ;  nevertheless  the"  child,  reputed  to  be  Lyell,  you  will  readily  observe  the  loose  man- 
that  of  Captain  Gardner,  was  born  on  the  j  near  in  which  the  evidence  of  some  of  the  wit- 
8th  of  December,  exactly  three  hundred  and  jnesses  was  given,  and  then  be  able  to  furni 
eleven  days,  ten  calender  months  and   seven  jyour  opinion. 

days  after  the  parties  had  parted  from  eaehj  ln  a  paper  ';  On  succession  of  inn  ritance-' 
other.  Captain  Gardner  was  afterwards  ele-.Dj  Dr.  Montgomery,  I  was  surprised  to  find 
rated  to  the  peerage,  and  at  his  death  a  ques- j  th.e  f0nowmg  case,  related  by  Dr.  Dewees, 
tion  arose  on  the  legitimacy  of  this  child,  |  quoted  in  support  to  the  writer's  opinion  of 
which  was  then  supposed  to  be  the  fruit  of  an  the  possibility  of  protracted  gestation  :  "  Tho 
adulterous  intercourse  between  Mr.  Jades  and .  hubband  of  a  lady  who  was  obliged  to  ab- 
Lady  Gardner,  carried  on  during  the  whole! sent  himself  for  many  moaths  in  consequence 
time  of  the  absence  of  her  husdand.  Medi- !  0f  the  embarrassment  of  his  affure,  returned, 
eal  evidence  was  brought  forward  on  both  one  night  clandestinely,  and  his  vitii  was 
Rides  of  thecpiestion.  The  committee  of  priv- 1  known  only  to  his  wife,  her  mother,  and  Dr. 
ileges  to  which  the  petitions  were  referred,  Dewees.  The  consequence  of  this  visit  was 
called  before  them  seventeen  eminent  prac-j  the  impregnation  of  hi*  wife,  and  she  was 
titioners  in  midwifery,  and  examined  them  as  delivered  of  a  healthy  child  in  nine  months 
fco  the  possibility  of  a  labor  being  protracted  and  thirteen  days  after  this  nocturnal  visit/' 
twenty  one  days  beyond  the  ordinary  period,  j  But  in  this  cafe,  we  are  also  informed  that  the 
namely,  two  hundred  and  eighty  days.  Fhe^ajy  wns  within  a  week  of  her  menstrual  pe- 
of  these  gentlemen  contended  that  the  limits ;  ri()d5  w!u-cj,  was  not  interrupted;  but  the  in- 
of  gostation  were  fixed,  twelve  maintained  jterruption  of  the  next  peri  >d  gave  rise  to  sus- 
the  opposite  opinion.*  picion  in  her  mind,  which  was  realized  by  the 

Nothing  can  be  more  perplexing  to  the  stu- j  birth  of  the  child.  Now  this  latter  circum- 
dent,  or  a  young  practitioner,  than  contradic-j  stance,  in  my  opinion,  throws  some  doubt  on 
tory  evidence  of  this  description,  delivered  by  the  propriety  of  the  conclusion  which  Dr. 
men  equal  in  professional  reputation    and   in   Dewees  and  Dr.    Montgomery    have   drawn 


general  respectability.  Tho  only  method  of 
deciding  in  such  cases  is  that  which  the  House 
of  Lords  adopted,  namely,  to  throwr   the   bal- 


from  this  case.  Dr.  Montgomery,  in  com-, 
menting  upon  the  Gardner,  peerage  cause, 
puts  much  stress  upon  the  judgement  of  Lords 


ance  into  that  scale  which   preponderated  injELDON,  that  it  was  the  adultery  of  the  mother 
other  respects.     The  evidence  of  the  criminal! and  the  concealment  of  the  b'rth  of  the  child 


intercourse  was  clearly  proved,  and  the  medi 
cal  evidence  on  that  side  of  the  question  was 
undoubtedly  most  consonant  with  the  law  of 
nature  so  far  as  regards  the   usual  period   of 


from  the  husband,  that  justified  the  House 
of  Lords  in  refusing  the  petition  of  the  coun- 
ter-claimant. He  savsthat  when  Lord  El- 
don  said  that  he  should  give  his  opinion  with- 


uterine  gestation  in  the  human  animal.  Ytt  out  entering  into  the  question  of  ultimum 
it  is  remarkable  that  of  the  seventeen  medical  tempus  prcgendi,  it  is  perfectly  clear  he  did  so 
men  examined  in  this  case  five  only  gave  tea-,  for  the  purpo;e  of  guarding  against  the  decis- 
timony  to  the  impossibility  of  the  claimant,  ion  being  ever  taken  as  a  precedent  that  a 
Henry  Fenton  Jades,  being  the  son  of  Lord  j  gestation,  protracted  four  weeks  b?yond  the 
Gardner,  and  brought  into  the  world  after  a^ual  time,  bhould  be  a  ground  for  bastardi- 
gestation  of  311  days.  The  other  twelve'  ^»g  a  cn5Id.  Whatever  might  be  the  view 
considered  that  thc^claimant,  although  born  |  of  Lora  J&Pm  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the 
at  the  period  stated,  might  be  the  son  of  Lord !  possibility  of  such  a  protracted  gestation/' 
Gardner  ;  and  that  at  the  same  time  that!  My  opinion  is  decidedly  against  the  pes  i- 
they  admitted  the  usual  period  of  uUro-gesta-  bility  of  the  protracion  of  uterine   gestation 

I  for  many  days  over   forty    weeks    from    the 
time  of  conception ;  but  at  the   same    time  I 
must  inform  you   that   the   adjudications    in 
*  See  Li  Marchant,  p.  10.  13.  different  countries  are  in   many   instar.cos   at 
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variance  with  this  opinion.     In  looking   over  J  [crested  individual,  intended   to  contest  th. 

legitimacy  ot  the  child,  but  were  deterred  on 


account  of  her  excellent  character.    So  eon- 


those  cases,  it  aj  pears  that   circumstances   of 

charactc-  r  have  in  general  influenced  tbcjudg-,  vinced,  sayi  Heister,  was  one  Christopher 
ments,  and  tl  at  is  not  surr  rising  when  we  ;  Misnerus,  who  had  acted  as  shopkeeper  du- 
rtfittct  upon  the  diversity  of  opinions  which  ring  her  widowhood,  of  her  virtue  and  probi- 
havebcen  delivered  I y  medical  men  on  this  ty, 'hat  he  married  her  shortly  afterward, 
..     ,        .        .       .  ,.,     and  had  two  children  by  her,  each   of  which 

subject,   and   the   singular  instances  which  i^  hoTn  ^ftea.  a  .^atiui^oe thirteen  mopths, 

frequently  occurred,  in  wh*ch  it  has  been  ira- ;  n,^  -m  tlaxs  case,  the  good  opinion  of  Chris- 
pofsible  to  dttect  the  fraud  which  is  likely  :  t<pher  might  be  explained,  but  the  circum- 
to  have  been  committed.     Fcdere  states   that,  stance  of  the  other  two  children  being  carried 

rr,  p     a    i-      ,'•„?:  „,    <i,n    ™to    „f    „' thirteen    months    leads  us    either    to   admit 

Lhomas    Bartholin   menmni   the    case    ot    a 

.  ,     <  r    .     .         ,     ,  ,       the  probab  hty  of  protracted  gestation,  or  that 

ji  urg  g  ,1  of  Leipsic,   who  having    accused  a    a  ^^  /as  ^dcti,ed. 

rich  young  roan   of  reducing    In  r  and  getting  |      Having    delivered    my    opinion    respecting 

her  vith  child,  was  confined  in    prison,  and  |  the    possibility    of   protracted    gestation,   we 


s'rietly  wau  lied  by  order   of  the   magistrates 
and    was   delivered  at   the    end    of    sixteen 


have  now  to  inquire  under   what  circumstan 

ces  a  child  born  later  than  two  hundred  days' 

gestation  is  regarded   as   legitimate.     1  hava 


months  of  a  child  which  lived  two  da3s.-  ,  ^^  statcd  t0 .you  tbat  the  lawof  England 
Yalentiui  among  other  cases,  mentions  that !  does  not  prescribe  any  precise  time  for  uterine 
a  man  of  the  name  of  Jean  f.ouis  Gans  having1  gestatioD,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  con- 
died  on  the  2d  of  December.  1G77.  after  an  j  templates  the  possibility  of  protracted  labor 
51  ness  of  eight  days,  left  a  widow,  who  was  ^  a  moderate  extent,  the  judge  exercising  a 
...  ,     „  °  J:    .  ..     -  :«       ,.  ,-.  ,  ,  «-  discretion  where  the   opinions   or    physicians 

delivered  of  a  son  on  the  25fh    of  October  of   ^  ,)een  oppoged>  ag  in  the  Gardner  peerage 

the  following  year,  exactly  o2t  days  after  the  j  question.  or  the  other  circumstances  of  the 
death  of  her  husband.  The  hi  otht  rs  and  :  case  have  admitted  or  required  such  a  discre- 
sisters  of  the  deceased  contended  the  lec'-i-  tiun.  It  b  evident,  however,  that  in  none  of 
macy  of  the  clrld.  and  the  question  was  sub- 1  the  recorded  decVions  has  the  limit  exceeded 
..."■'.,,  T,      ',         ^  _ ,    . .  .         e,„.  itendavs;     thence  we  may    inter    that   under 

mitttd  to  toe  P  acuity  of  Medicine  of  Ghetfefi    suuh  a  iuLitation  only  can  a  cl)ild  born   after 

vlrch    decided,    'that    aMiough    the    end  of j  lwo   iaindied  and    eighty  days'    gestation    be 

liine  months  (  r  the   beginning    ef    the    tenth  ,n  garded  as  legitimated 

month,  be  the  ordirjafy  time  of  uterine  gesta- 1  L  \]o  be  continued.] 

tion.  yet  Ibey  wee  sasiffied  after   mature  de-  , 

libtntion,  that  there    was   no   absolute  limit. j  Hydroisietra.— By   Dr.   C.  D.  Vvn- 

f'or  that  ("unci ion.11  Even  in  our  own  country  J!ox  (Dub.  Jour.  Med.  Soi.) — A  young  lady, 
you  will  find  a  parallel  case  to    this.     In   the    a^f"d  18>    of  lymphatic  temperament,    middle 

oaseof  Swtr*  v  Cooke.;*  a  legatee  having'^'  chf *  wf"  d<v- loped,  breasts  without 
„,    ,      ....  ,  .     ,  "       .  °    any  areola,    abdomen   vtry  Jartc,    states  that 

fi»<d  a  bill  to  procure  his  legency,  in  estub- j  aiiimt  nine  months  previou.lv.  the  catamenia 
1  shing  the  w.ll  brought  before  the  court  a  e  a-*d  after  great  mental  agitation,  and  in 
posthumous  ch  Id  as  the  heir-at-law  but  the-  s  me  weeks  she  began  to  have  regular  at'n'cks 
title  king  questioned  on  the  grohniof  the  :  of  ln,Tnin£  &i<'khess,  and  after  a  short  time 
period  of  gestation,  an  issue  ^  daected  to:  v^  c,Vud  U'r  a^ei.  to  be  enlarged  :  fmm 
,  •  . ,  i  •,',  -  ^  -  i     I  t,;  luS  "•'10   went  o  »    incie  itwg  in  size  regularly 

try  whether  a    (hudi.orn    lo)t3-tnice    week. ;  U1;ti]  lhe  nilith  moiitllj    ^^  sheappeareO Tin 

after  the  hu.banu's  death  was  legitimate  :  not- !  the  last  stage  of  utero-gej-.ta'n  n.  Ti'ie  os  ut^ri 
withstanding  this  peii  d  the  jury  ioind    fctii>    wasno-v   bjitte  *m  ill    aid  virgin  like,    c^rviv 

)»:  sdiumi  us  chili  to  be  the  hth-.a*  law.  U  long  and  'ljii1-  the  ut  !rus  a?  P  :<^ing  much  de- 
m   ..        i  rr  hi    4     ',  .    .      i  press^-u  :    she  had    siiglit  ee ierha    of  the  feci. 

iMottc  who  was  not  favourable  to  the  com  on     \  ♦.  *.-  •    I-         i         -v    "7  t-  :     ,     « 

1  j  At  t;iis  time  she  Mriertd  from  an  a  tick  of  en- 

ot  protiacted  gebtation,  iiKnums  nevertheless  i  ro  i  ih,  which  }i  i-led  to  the  uma)  rerhedies  : 
three  ca^es.  In  one  the  child  was  born  at  '  in  some  d-tvs  af-e-",  she  bad  a  slight  bloodv 
twehc   nunths;     and  at    the    wher    two   the  ,  t:i  scuargft  from  the  vagina,   which  so<  n  cea  ed 

births  took  place    at    thirteen    months.     1  he    "f  it8  own  a-cord      yhe  then  hbd  *»g«  ^  P«r- 

i  ,  ut  T-no.a^L    iii  „>  o  «r  fi  •    c     *•  •  i      '  '  ?JW*S  o!  a?:^  arent  labor  pann    fur  three  c  >n- 

ii.ost  rensarrtable  case  oi   ti  insert  is    one  re  Is.-     .:.*:«•  •  v        <\    •  i,     ,  A,      j 

se;cu«ive   nijihts,    being  well    during  the  day, 

tea  by  Ee^Ur.  1  lie  wl  e  of  a  b  jok-stller  its  $htn  a  yesh  w'Ai  col  re  1  sero  is  discharge  bt  - 
W<fnbu;td  was  delivered  thirteen  rnqrith^  '  gan  to  issue  from  the  ufem-<.  and  continued 
fcfeer  the  d.ath  of  her  husband,  and  some   in-    ,ur  ^,ur  week«,  the  abdomen  falling  gradually 

j  each  day.    till  at  length   it  attained    its  usual 

.  . ,s;-^. ,  !  .^ba?  e    said  form.  •  Tn  a    f •  w    week-*  she   had  a 

I  reguiwr  ca  an:enial  discharge.,  and  is  now  per- 
*  Bro*.n*>  Chancery  Caseg.  vol   iii  p   ?>('.!      j  fectly  recovered. 
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ECLECTIC  DEPARTMENT, 


i. 


To  the 

MEDICAL   PROFESSION, 

The  undersigned,  Chairman  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Practical  Medicine,  appoint- 
ed by  the  American  Medical  Association 
last  May,  respectfully  solicits  the  co-operation 
of  Members  of  the  Medical  Profession  in  fur. 
bishing  materials  for  the  Annual  Report  in 
May,  1851.  The  duty  of  this  Committee,  as 
denned  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Association 
is  to  "prepare  an  Annual  Report  on  the  more 
important  improvements  effected  in  this  coun- 
try in  the  management  of  individual  diseases ; 
and  on  the  progress  of  Epidemics;,  referring 
as  occasion  requires,  to  medical  topography, 
and  to  the  character  of  prevailing  diseases  in 
special  localities,  or  in  the  United  States  gen- 
erally, during  the  term  of  their  service."  In 
order  to  fulfill  the  objects  thus  expressed,  the 
requisite  data  must  be  supplied  by  the  medic- 
al practitioners  in  different  sections  of  the 
Union.  This  is  more  particularly  true  with 
reference  to  the  "progress  of  Epidemics'1''  and 
iLthe  character  of  prevailing  diseases  in  special 
localities.''''  Communications,  therefore,  are 
particularly  desired  from  persons  residing  in 
places  in  which  Epidemics  have  prevailed,  or 
in  which  prevailing  diseases  have  been  marked 
by  special  characters  duiing  the  present  year. 
Epidemic  Cholera  and  Djsentery  are  known 
to  have  prevailed  more  or  less  extensively  in 
different  parts  of  the  country  during  the  past 
summer.  Facts  b^aiing  upon  the  features  pe- 
culiar to  the  present  season,  the  production 
diffusion,  mortality,  treatment,  etc.,  of  these 
diseases,  will  be  acceptable.  It  is  requested 
that  Communications  upon  these  or  any  of  the 
subjects  coming  under  the  cognizance  of  the 
Committee,  be  transmitted  to  the  undersigned 
by  the  first  of  March,  1851. 

All  contributions  with  which  the  Commit- 
tee may  be  favored,  will  receive  due  attention 
and  acknowledgment. 

Austin  Flint. 

Buffalo,  New  York,  Nov.,   1850. 
Editors  of  Medical  Journals  will  confer   a  fa- 
vor by  oopying  the  above. — Buffalo  Med.  Jour- 


II. 

THE    DISTINCTION    BETWEEN 

RIGHT    AND     WRONG. 

A   TEST    OF    iMlKIiy. 

'•Under  the  law  of  England,  the  substantial 
question  is  in  all  cases,  whatever  the  kind  of 
insanity  set  up,  as  laid  down  by  the  most  cele- 
brated judges,  was  this, — Whether  at  the  time 
the  act  was  committed,  the  prisoner  was  capa- 
ble of  judging  between  right  aud  Wfong — 
whether  he  did  or  did  not  know  that  he  com- 
mitted a  crime  against  the  laws  of  God  and 
nature,  or  to  which  punishment  was  annexed." 
— Mr.  Justice  Aylwin's  charge  on  the  trial  of 
William  Shutts  for  murder,  as  repored  by  the 
Herald. 

There  is  scarcely  a  subject  mere  eminently 
worthy  the  attention  of  the  Legislator  than 
that  of  Insanity,  involving  as  it  frequently 
does  questions  of  the  gravest  responsibility. 
In  cases  of  murder,  this  plea  is  very  frequent- 
ly raised  to  shield  the  murderer  from  the  con- 
sequences of  his  act.  Indeed  it  has  been  so 
very  frequently  invoked  in  extenuation  of  the 
punishment,  as  to  have  awakened  the  keenest 
suspicions  of  its  reality  in  particular  cases : 
and  whenever  urged,  should  with  the  greatest 
propriety  be  received  with  caution,  and  it8 
grounds  most  narrowly  scrutinized.  It  is  our 
firm  impression  that  not  every  case  of  murder- 
in  which  the  i  lea  of  insanity  has  been  one  of 
impulsive  homicide  :  equally  so  is  it  our  belief 
that  the  plea  has  not  been  advanced,  or  if  so* 
not  successfully  maintained,  in  cases  in  which 
aberration  of  mind  unquestionably  existed.  As 
an  example  of  the  litter,  we  inty  urge  the 
case  of  Jones,  a  private  of  the  19th  Regiment 
convicted  of  the  murder  of  Corporal  Fitzgf-r- 
ald,  whose  insanity,  active  at  the  time  of  the 
commission  of  the  murder,  terminated  ia  utter 
dementia.  This  ease,  of  late  occurrence  in 
this  city,  excited  at  the  tima  veiy  general  in- 
terest and  was  followed  by  the  appointment 
of  a  commissio  de  lun aiU o  whioh  saved  him 
from  the  scaffold.  Under  any  circums'a  rices 
the  greatest  caution  should  be  exercised  in 
the  acceptance  or  rejection  of  the  plea,  and 
in  all  case?,  science  as  it  is,  not  as  it  was  seme 
centuries  ago,  should  be  made  to  yield  its  tri- 
bute of  in  for  nation. 


1851. 


ECLECTIC  DEPARTMENT. 


69 


Of  all  the  questions  which  can  be  submitted 
to  the  consideration  of  a  medical  jurist,  there 
are  none  more  perplexiDg  than  those  involved 
in  the  existence  or  non-existence  of  insanity 
It  is  a  disease,' which  in  its  protean  forms,  de- 
fies the  applicability  of  any  single  test;  and 
although  in  the  early  days  of  medical  science, 
crude  notions  may  have  originated,  and  induc- 
ed, the  test  of  insanity  which  heads  this  arti- 
cle, modern  researches  have  completely  ex- 
ploded it.  Of  what  use  is  the  progressive  march 
of  science,  unless  it  can  be  rendered  available 
for  beneficial  ends — and  it  does  seem  to  be  a 
singular  anomaly,  that  two  such  remnants  of 
barbarism  should  still  disgrace  the  statutes 
of  English  criminal  law,  as  the  definition  and 
test  of  insanity  just  alluded  to,  and  the  em- 
paneling of  the  jury  of  matrons  to  determine 
a  question  of  pregnancy,  which  was  actually 
put  in  practice  in  August,  1847,  by  Mr.  Bar- 
on Platt,  in  London,  in  the  case  of  M.  A. 
Hunt.  This  highly  respectable  jury  having 
duly  investigated,  reported  — uthe  prisoner  is 
not  quick  with  child,- — whereas  her  pregnan- 
cy was  subsequently  certified  to  by  compe- 
tent medical  authority,  whose  opinion  stayed 
her  execution,  an  opinion  which  was  in  due 
time  fully  verified. 

The  subject  of  insanity  has  been  so  fully 
studied  in  France,  America  and  England,  du- 
ring the  present  century,  as  to  leave  but  few- 
questions  connected  with  it  unsolved,  so  far 
at  least  as  they  permit  of  solution.  As  a  re- 
sult of  this  close  investigation,  there  is  not  a 
circumstance  more  fully  established,  than, — 
that  an  inability  to  discriminate  between  right 
and  wrong,  is  not  only  not  a  universal  char- 
acteristic of  the  disease,  but  that  the  contra- 
ry is  almost  alwaye  present  in  cases  of  the 
description,  termed  by  modern  authors,  moral 
insanity,  in  which  the  reasonir-g  powers  may 
be  scarcely  impaired,  while  the  natural  feel- 
ings, aflectiopg,  or  desirss  are  so  perverted  as 
impulsively  to  lead  to  breaches  of  the  moral 
law.  This  is  a  fact,  as  firmly  and  fully  estab- 
lished by  observation  as  a  fact  can  well  be  ) 
and  yet  in  opposition  to  universal  medical  tes- 
timony concurrent  on  this  point,  because  the 
law  of  England  maintains  the  contrary,  such 
testimony  must  be  set  aside,  and  thes  labor- 
ious investigations  rendered  of  no  avail.  It  is 
full  time  that  this  condition  of  matters  should 


be  altered,  and  that  the  jurisprudence  of  in- 
sanity should  not  be  fettered  as  it  is.  We 
have  no  wish  to  quarrel  with  the  Honorable 
Judge  who  defined  what  the  law  was  on  the 
subject.  He  was  then  expounder  of  the  law, 
as  it  is,  not  its  maker  ;  but  emphatically  some 
wider,  more  generous  views  should  be  enter- 
tained in  regard  to  this  matter,  founded  on 
the  generally  recognized  principles  of  science. 
Medical  science,  may,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, be  truly  said  to  be  the  handmaid  of 
justice,  and  the  latter  cannot  with  proprie- 
ty, accept  some  of  the  a  I  varices  or  improve* 
ments,  which  the  former  has  made,  and  re- 
ject blindly  others. 

One  of  the  most   singular  incongruities  in 
reference  to  this  sutject,    consists  in  the  fact, 
that  the  law  will  readily  recognize  and  admit 
evidence  of  insanity  in   civil  cases,   which  it 
stoutly  rejects  in  criminal — that  it  has  a  wil- 
ling and  keen  eye  for  it  in  cases  of  the  former 
description,  while  it  almost   disdains  a  search 
for  it  in  those  of  the    latter.  To  a  certain  ex- 
tent this  is  right :  but  it    must  not  be  forgot- 
ten that  the   practice  may  be  carried  too  far, 
and  that  a  too  jealous   administration  of  the 
law,  which  has  thrown  its  JE^is  around  socie- 
ty to  restrain  the  criminal,  or  punish  him  for 
his  crime,  may  at  the  same  time  inflict  a  deep- 
er— far  more  rankling — wound,  by  a  bigoted 
sacrifice  to  form  and  precedent,  of  one  victim 
of  perverted  reason.  Let  us  not    be  misunder- 
stood upon  this  subject.  We  do  not  belong   to 
that  sect  of  philantropists   who  advocate  the 
abolition  of  the   death  penalty   for  murder; 
but  we  do  think  that  that  movement  owes   its 
origin  mainly  to  the  ill-judged  administration 
of- retributive  justice.  Men's  minds  naturally 
revolt  at  the   stern   execution  of  a   criminal, 
placed  in  that  position   by  an  act,   for  which, 
by  a  mysterious  dispensation  of  Providence, 
he  is  not  responsible  ;  and  in  all  cases,    espe- 
cially when  the  previous  existence  of  insanity 
has  been  proved,  and  knowing  well  the  strong 
tendency  to  relapse— if  a   doubt    can   be  en- 
tertained, the  prisoner  should  have  the  bene- 
fit of  it. — Montreal  Pilot,  from  British  Amer- 
ican Journal. 
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Researches  upon  the  Necropolis  of  New  Or- 
leans, with  brief  allusions  to  its  Vital  Arith- 
metic.  By   Bennet  Dowler,  M.  D.,   of  New 

Orleans.  " Truth  is  the  Whole."1  New  Orleans  : 
1850.  8 vo.  pp   30.  From  the  Author. 

We  have  perused  with  much  pleasure  this 
very  interesting  and  original  monograph,  by 
that  eminent  Physiologist  and  indefatigable 
contributor  to  Medical  science,  Dr.  Dowler. 
He  is  indeed  fortunate,  in  the  selection  for 
themes,  of  novel  and  strange  i  u1  jec's  which  he 
skillfully  clothes  in  an  attractive  and  pleasing 
manner.  The  paper  before  us  is  designed  to 
prove  the  sanitary  condition  of  New  Orleans 
and  in  the  absence  of  exact  registries  of  births 
deaths  and  ages,  the  author  has  patiently  col- 
lected numerous  grave  yard  statistic?,  from 
personal  inspection  of  all  the  Cemeteries  of 
New  Orleans,  and  noting  the  ages  of  a  large 
number  of  the  persons  interred.  From  these 
data  he  planed  series  of  thirty  each,  calculat- 
ing the  mean  age  in  each  series,  and  that  of 
the  whole  series  in  each  Cemetery.  The  fol- 
lowing are  the  conclusions  arrived  at  by  the 
Dr.,  and  which  may  be  considered  as  the  av- 
erage length  of  life  for  the  fixed  population  of 
New  Orleans. 

Old  Catholic  Cemetery,  for  the  Creole  french. 
1S6  observations,  aggregate  y ear3  6537,  mean'  to  complete  irimdation.  The  great  Bayou 
48  and  a  fraction.  Old  Protestant  Cemetery,  \  cemetery  s\- sometimes,  so  completely  inun- 
30  observations,  aggregate  797,  mean  nearly  dated,  that  inhumatioa  becomes  impossible, 
26  1-2  New  Catholic  Cemetery,  north  section,  until  af.er  the  subsidence  of  the  water,  the 
80  observations,  Aggregate  3678,  mean  46  ;  'dead  bodies  accumulating  in  the  mean  while. 
middle  section,  30  observations,  mean  47  1  2 ;  l  have  watched  the  bailing  out  of  the  grave, 
southern  portion;  for  colored  people,  150  ob-!the  %t?£g  of  the  C(jffia>  *ad  ha™  heard  the 
solvations,  aggregate  6969,  mean  46  1-2    New  fiends  of  the  deceased  ^  deplore   this   mode  of 

,.,  .  ^        ,  tta    i  4.-  inte?ment„   A  young  Irish    woman    on  seeing 

Protestant  Cemetery,  110  observations,    mean  J        =>  *> 

nAfti-TiV      'n  c  it    n-7  he  r  husband's  coffin  lowered    into  a  grave    of 

30  3-4    He-brew  Cemetery,   average  o?   me  11  ,  .  °,  * 

■welling    water,    exclaimed,    repeatedly,    t-Oa 


<»f  New  Orleans  was  particularly  productive  of 
disease,  in  as  much  as  Yellow  Fever  was  en- 
demic to  that  locality,  as  also  from  the  low- 
ness  of  the  land  and  the  frequent  inundations 
of  the  Mi.-tiss^ppi  river.  The  author  without 
disputing  the  insalubrious  tendency  of  these 
causes,  clearly  establishes  that,  the  sanitary 
condition  of  New  Orleans  is  in  no  wise  lower 
than  that  of  any  other  city,  and  that  the  mor- 
tality among  the  resident  and  accLmited  ci- 
tizens is  but  one  sixth  of  the  deaths  reported, 
the  balance  being  furnished  by  invalids,  for- 
eigners, way-fairing  men,  &e. 

lu  relation  to  the  general  mode  of  sepul- 
ture in  New  Orleans,  at  page  7,  Dr.  Dowler 
says  :— 

By  the  general  custom  of  mankind—  one 
not  only  in  accordance  with  good  taste,  but 
with  sanitary  requirements,  the  dead  are  con- 
signed to  the  ground — uearth  to  earth."  But 
in  New  Orleans  a  different  method  of  sepul- 
ture prevails.  Inmost  of  the  cemeteries,  in- 
terment in  the  ground  is  wholly  interdicted, 
elevated  vaults  and  tombs  only  being  used. 
The  necessity  of  this  method  of  entombment? 
for  all  who  can  afford  the  expense,  is  easily 
explained  by  referring  fee*  the  topography  of 
the  city.  A  grave  in  any  of  the  cemeteries,  is 
lower  than  the  adj  icent  swamps,  and  frosa* 
ten  to  fifteen  feet  lower  than  the  level  of  the 
river,  that  it  fills  speedily  with  water  requiring 
to  be  bailed  out  before  it  is  fit  to  receive  the 
cofiin,  while,  during  heavy    iains  it  is  subject 


years.  Bayou  Cemetery    or  Potter's  Field,  £or 


Mike,  it  is  dear  burying  to  you,    to  be  buried 


strangers  and  the  victims  of  yellow  fever,  991  &{  .^  R  Qh  ^   ^    ^^  ^  ^ 

observations,  aggregate  27,919,  general  mean  fcWftpi  {r^  ^  feeling  that  ^  ^  the 
nearly  28  1  G.  Lafayette  Cemetery,  30  ages  differeTtt  C(m,teries  which  constitute  the  great 
noted  gave  a  mean  of  30  3  4.  These  deduc-  isj^eropolis  of  New  Orleans.  Interest,  to  say 
tions  mn-t  necessarily  be  looked  upon  as  ap-  nothing  of  the  vanity  of  friends,  requires  in- 
proximative,  and  as  such,  they  arc  even  more  scriptions,  in  order  to  identify  a  vault,  which 
reliable  than  many  reports  pretending  to  be  is  private  properry,  purchased  under  a  writ- 
ba'ed  upon  actual  observation.  ,  ten  title  or  conveyance.    Hence   these   monu- 

It  has  long  been  supposed   that  the  climate  mental  inscriptions,  from  their  constancy,  ac- 
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curacy  and  number,  afford  data,  which  in  th<  'either  been  long  extinct,  or  are  in  a  moribund 


absence  of  exact  registers,  are  probab]y  mere 
trustworthy  and  valuable  than  can  be  found 
in  any  other  existing  necropolis.  These  necro- 
logical  monuments,  which  neee&sity,  pride, 
interest,  and  affection  have  reared,  and  which 
will  augment  from  generation  to  generation, 
must,  hereafter,  prove  more  useful  to  the  vi- 
tal histe>rian  than  the  pyramids  of  Egypt,  or 
the  countless  millions  so  carefully  embalmed 
and  deposited  in  the  catacombs  of  that  coun 
try,  forty  centuries  ago.  The  ethnologist  might 
even  now,  commence  his  lesson  among  the 
tombs.  The  Caucasian  is  seperated  from  the 
negro-race.  In  some  cemeteiies,  the  Irish,  in 
some  the  German,  in  some  the  Anglo  Amer- 
ican, in  some  the  French  type  predominates." 
There  are  several  other  interesting  topics 
treated  in  this  monograph,  which  space  will 
not  allow  us  to  comment  upm,  N. 


condition.  On  looking  over  the  long  list  of 
Delegates,  we  do  not  meet  with  one  north  of 
Saratoga.  This  is  indeed  a  heavy  censure  up*- 
on  the  apathy  of  the  professional  men  of  thh 
section.  Wg  have  repeatedly  urged  the  ne- 
cessity of  organization  in  our  own  county, 
but  all  to  no  avail.  We  now  call  ur on  our 
friends  of  Warren,  Essex,  Franklin,  and  St. 
Lawrence  counties,  to  rouse  from  their  le- 
thargy, and  perform  that  duty  expected  of 
every  man  by  the  Profession.  We  should  all 
bear  in  mind  the  eld  song,— Aide  toi,  et  le 
Bon  Dieu  faidera. 

The  first  Report  is  that  from  the  Commit- 
tee  on  Medical  Sciences,  including  the  col- 
lateral branches,  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Gen- 
eral Pathology,  and  Therapeutics;  many  of 
the  articles  we  will  transfer  to  our  columns, 
and  if  they  prove  to  be  stale  news  for  a  faw 
they  will  be  original  for  a  great  majority, 
who  cannot  have  access  to  'he  many  Journals 
from  which,  the  matters  of  this  report,  as  ah  o 
that  on  Surgery,  are  collected.  Professor 
The  Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  I  Wyman's  views  in  relation  to  the  ar;ange- 
Association.  Instituted  1847.  Vol.  IIP   870.  j  ixient  of  the  canccllar  structure  of  the  osseous 


IV. 


pp.409.  Philadelphia:    Printed  for   the  As- 
sociation, by  T.  K.  and  P.  G.  Collins.    1850. 
This  volume,  the  third  issued  by  the   Asso- 
ciation, though   much  less  considerable   than 
that  for  1849,  contains  a  vast  amount  of  highly 


system,  are  peculiarly  interesting  to  the  ana- 
tomist, and  very  satisfactorily  explained  up- 
on mechanical  principles,  and  proving  incon- 
teetably  that  the  means  always  correspond  to 
the  enels.  The  cancellated   structure   is  vari- 


interesting  and  practical  information,  and  ously  disposed  throughout  the  bony  fabric, 
cannot  but  redound  to  the  credit  of  the  Pre*-  j  according  to  the  direction  in  which  the  bone 
feesion,  at  home  and  abroad.  The  Association  ( is  to  receive,   a?  d   transmit   the  superincun> 


since  its  institution  has  been  productive  of 
immense  benefit;  the  profession  was  fettered 
by  numberless  and  grievious  encumberances, 
and  disgraced  by  professional  abuses, — many 
have  been  done  away  with — others  are  un- 
der the  cognizance  of  Committees,  while  ma 
ny,  very  many  still  remain  to  be  removed  a- d 
corrected,  before  Medical  Science  in  the 
United  States  can  attain  that  firm  and  high 
standing  it  enjoys  in  England,  France,  and 
Germany. 

As  many  of  our  readers  may  not  lave   seen 


bent  weight.  The  few  papers  on  Anatomy 
and  Physiology,  are  flattering  to  the  progress 
of  these  sciences  among  us,  which  of  all  do 
partments  of  M.  dicine,  have  been  character- 
ized by  the  least  amount  of  original  investiga- 
tion. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Practical  Me- 
dicine and  Epidemics. — This  is  throughout  a 
meager  affair,  and  satisfactory  only  in  so  far 
as  sta'istical  data,  and  arithmetical  calcula- 
tions are  concerned.  Much  is  said  in  relation 
to  the  mortality  attendant  upon  the    different 


this  volume,  while  some  may  not  procure  it.  j  moc'efl  of  treatment  of  epidemics  in  general, 
we  will  at  some  length  examine  its  principal  I  a^d  cholera  in  particular,  and  which,  in  our 
features,  trusting  that  the  fhformartion  elicit-  !  opinion  will  amount  to  little  or  no  more  use 
cd  from  them,  will,  we  trust,  amply  repay  |  than  the  mere  reading.  There  is  nothing  new 
the  perusal  ef  our  analysis.  Medical  Societies  j  in  the  treatment  and  nothing  that  can  be  re- 
in the  Northern   C<  unt-'es  of  New  Y<  rk,  have  j  lei  upon  in   relation    to   the   discuses    under 
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consideration.  This  report  is  the  least  satis 
factory  of  those  contained  in  this  volume  5 
at  page  114,  the  Committee  say  : — "The  pam- 
phlets which  have  been  outpoured  upon  the 
public,  and  the  essays  which  disfigure  the 
Journals,  lack  nothing  of  the  jubilation  and 
specifics  of  the  earlier  era." — Very  well  said 
indeed,  and  we  think  the  Committee  may 
justly  take  much  of  it  to  themselves. 

Committee  on  Medical  Education. — We 
are  surprized  that  a  subject  of  such  paramount 
importance,  and  acknowledged  on  all  hand? 
to  be  so  very  defective,  as  that  upon  which 
the  committee  was  appointed  to  report,  should 
be  disposed  of  in  less  than  eight  pages.  Short 
as  it  is,  there  are  several  important  points, 
which  were  tbey  more  boldly  expressed,  and 
fearlessly  sustained,  would  be  productive  of 
the  reformation  so  eagerly  desired.  There  is 
a  manifest  want  of  manliness  of  expression 
and  independence  of  opinion, — a  feeling  of 
cringing  conciliation  towards  the  Medical 
Schools,  and  a  most  studied  care  not  to  offend 
by  any  expression  of  their  own,  leaving  every 
thing  to  the  "endeavours'  and  "trials1'  of  the 
Association,  and  milk  and  water  logic  are  the 
prominent  features  of  the  Report.  However, 
the  following  is  a  little  more  than  what  one 
might  expect  from  the  composition  of  the 
Committee : — 

"The  opinions  relate  chiefly  to  conclusions 
thought  to  be  deducible  from  the  facts.  So  far 
as  they  have  assumed  a  definite  form,  they 
assert,  first  in  general  terms,  that  the  system 
of  medical  education  in  this  country  is  defect- 
ive. Second,  that  it  is  so,  because  the  num- 
ber of  schools  is  too  great,  their  situation  (in 
many  cases)  bad,  their  instructors  too  few, 
their  students  and  graduates  too  many,  the 
time  devoted  to  instruction  too  short,  the  quan- 
tity too  limited,  the  quality  too  superficial, 
the  bestowal  of  honors  too  profuse,  and  the 
mode  of  bestowal  too  unrestricted  ;  all  this  in- 
volving, inevitably,  a  deprecation  of  the  pro- 
fession, and  an  impairment  of  the  dignity, 
honour,  and   usefulness  of  the  healing  art."-- 

They  then  propose  the  following  three  points 
to  which  they  "confine  themselves  to  a  con- 
cise consideration.'1 — 

"1st.  To  elevate  the  character  of  prelim- 
inary preparation. 

24.  To  secure  to   th«   student,   during  the 


'  schools,  competent  and  complete    instruction. 
31.  To  provide  for  the  application  of  a  se- 
verer test  of  qualification   for  admission  into 
the  profession." 

Thc.t  primary  education  is  a  sore  deficit  in 
the  great  majority  of  aspirants  to  professional 
honors,  no  one  will  dispute,   and   till    some 
thorough  restrictions  are  observed,  these  cry- 
ing evils  will  be   alarmingly   multiplied,   and 
the  profession    overstocked  with   drones  and 
simpletons.  The  fault  lies  solely   at  the  doors 
of  the  Medical  Institutions;  were    the   begin- 
ning as  difficult  of  access   as  the   end,  if  this 
last  was  conducted  more  in  accordance  with 
ihe  interests  of  the    profession,  and  less  with 
the  pecuniary  returns  of  the  Schools,    the  im- 
partial, strict,  and  practical  examination  would 
deter   many  an   individual  frrm  entering  a 
profession,  for  which   he  is  morally  and   phy- 
sically disqualified.  The  facilities    for  obtain- 
ing the  degree  of  M.  D.,    and  the  convenience 
of  running  the  rounds  of  three  or  four  schools 
in  a  twelvemonth,    and    dancing  attendance 
upon  mo6t  decidedly  imperfect  and  superficial 
lectures;  and  on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  the 
speculation  many   of  them  engage  in,    by  ac- 
cepting three  or  four  lectureships  in  as  many 
schools,  the  duties  of  which  they  are  expected 
to  discharge  during  the  year,    compels    them 
to  "cram"  the  class  with  three,   and  frequent- 
ly four  lectures  daily,    regardless  of   the  stu- 
dent's interest  and  welfare,  provided  they  se- 
cure the  fee.  These  worthies  then  hurry  off  to 
commence  another  course  in    a  second  school 
and  with  the  same  results.  We  are  borne    out 
in  our  statements,  and  refer  the  reader  to  the 
examination  of  the  circulars  of  several  Insti- 
tutions where  he  will   see  the  name  of  some 
individuals  repeated   different  times,    and  he 
cannot  but  admit,    that  this  mode  of  impart- 
ing instruction  is  not  only  most  dishonest  and 
imperfect,  but  that  it  is  little  less  than  down- 
right charlatanary. 

We  have  said  that  this  report  was  charac- 
terized by  a  want  of  tone,  and  a  fawning  dis- 
position not  to  incur  the  displeasure  of  those 
connected  with  the  public  Institutions,  and 
in  proof  of  this  we  quote  the  following  from 
page  146,  leaving  the  well  informed  reader 
to  draw  his  own  conclusions. 

"The  schools  have    been   disposed  to  meet 


poition  of  his   pupilage   passed  in   the  public !  th«  efforts  of  the  Association  in  a  spirit  of  co 
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dial  co-operation.  Some  of  them  have  attempt- 
ed to  carry  into    practice   its  most  important 
recommendations  ;  and  almost  all  have  mani- 
fested a  desire  to   contribute  to  the  improve- 
ment of  professional  education.  In  no  instance 
has  any  one  of  them,  so  far  as  the  Committee 
can  learn,  assumed   a  hostile   aspect  towards 
the  Association  or  its    objects.  Whatever   re- 
proaches may  have  been  uttered  against  them 
for  deficiency  or  delinquency,  they  have    rea- 
son to  feel  proud    that  their   relation    to  the 
Association  has    been,  from    the  first,    one  of 
harmony  and  good  will ;   that  they  have  iden- 
tified themselves  with  it,  not  to  thwart  or  de- 
feat its  great   designs,    but  to    further   their 
fulfilment ;  not  merely   for  their   own  honour 
and  their  own  interest,    but  for  the    advance- 
ment of  science  and  the   good    of  their  fellow 
men." 

If,  as  it  is  well  known  but  two  schools  have 
attempted,  and  partially  put  in  practice,  "the 
improvement  of  professional    education,"  we 
certainly  think   that,  if  all  the    others    have 
not  assumed  "a  hostile  aspect,"  they  not  only 
retarded  the  movement,    but  have  treated  the 
Association  with   the    contempt    of     silence. 
We  should  like  to  know,  if  Mr.  Chairman  Ro- 
by  "has  reason  to  feel  proud"  of  the  relations 
of  the  schools  in  general,  and  of   that  of  the 
Medical  Department  of    Harvard    University 
in  particular.  This  School  should  be  long  re- 
membered as  the  only  one  in  America  that  had 
the  courage  to  denounce  publicly  the  views  of 
the  Association  ;  to  proclaim  them  erroneous 
and  defective ;  that  it  was  nonsense   to  think 
that  American  students  could  without  loss  of 
time  attend  six  instead  of  four  months  terms  ; 
and  that  the  Professors  were    too  wise  to    de- 
liver a  six  month,  and  receive  the  fees  only  of 
a  four  month  course.  We  would  refer  this  Fac- 
ulty, who  have  so  much  faith   in  the    present 
educational  system,  to  the  opinion  entertained 
by  the  Army  and   Navy  Medical    Boards,    of 
four  months  luminaries,  as  expressed  by  ciphers 
in  the  abstract  of  their  Reports  to  be  found  at 
pages  317,  and  320  of  the  2d  vol.  of  Transac- 
tions of  the  American  Medical  Association. — 
From  1841-45  inclusive,  presented  themselves 
69  ;  withdrew,  a  portion  being  physically  dis- 
qualified,   18;     examined,    51;    approved,  17 '. 
From  July  1846  to  May   1849  inclusive  ;  pre- 
sented, 201 ;  physically  disqualified,  18  :  with- 
drew, 64;  total,  82;  examined,  119 ;  approved, 


38.  So  much  for  the  Army,  let  us  now  pass  to 
the  Navy  Medical  Board ;  from  1841-49  in- 
clusive, 232  candidates  presented  themselves; 
withdrew  from  various  causes,  57;  examined, 
175 ;  approved,  77. 

With  such  startling  proofs  of  the  imperfet 
state  of  medical  education  before  them,  the 
"seven  wise  men  of  modern  Athens"  boldly 
avow  that  the  system  is  all  sufficient  to  make 
competent  practitioners  of  every  one  following 
the  time  honored  curriculum  ;  while  the  Army 
and  Navy  Medical  Boards  judge  but  one  in 
every  four  worthy  of  being  entrusted  with 
the  lives  of  the  United  States'  soldiers  and 
sailors ! 

To  the  Metropolitain  schools  belong  the  du- 
ty of  taking  the  field  in  this   movement,    and 
to  begin  the  work  of  reformation,   heedless  of 
the  clamors  of  interested    or    envious  indivi- 
duals,   and  the  caballing  of  schools  far  and 
near.  Their  well  established  reputations  will 
be  enhanced  by  this  step,  and  secondary  schools 
will  have  to  follow  the  example,  if  to  seek  sup- 
port, they  do  not  reduce  their  fees  to  a  mere 
song,  and  the  examination  proportionate  to 
them.  Let  us  not  be    misunderstood,   we  are 
firm  beleivers  in  cheap  rates  for  the   diffusion 
of  knowledge  whether  in  schools  or  in  public- 
ations. The  fees  in  all  the    first  class  Institu- 
tions are  decidedly  too  high ; — reduce  them  to 
a  fair  remunerating   standard, — have    the  re- 
quired number  of  Professors,    and  give  a  com- 
plete and  thorough   six  months    course,  and 
many  a  young  man,  forced  by    pecuniary  dis- 
abilities tc  patronize  a  secondary  school,  would 
at  once  resort  to  those  where   sound  informa- 
tion is  only  to  be  obtained  from  those   honest- 
ly ^devoted  to  their  calling. 

The  Rush  Medical  College  of  Chicago,  for 
being  the  first  to  adopt  reduced  fees,  has  been 
bitterly  assailed  on  all  sides  by  Journals  con- 
nected either  directly,  or  indirectly  with  other 
Institutions,  and  on  no  other  grounds,  than 
those  of  prej  udice  and  envy.  We  tru3t  that 
this  course  on  the  part  of  the  Rush  Medical 
College  will  be  productive  of  much  good,  and 
that  the  Faculty  will  as  faithfully  discharge 
their  duties,  as  they  generously  have  placad 
the  means  of  information  to  be  obtained  in 
their  school  within  the  reach  of  all,  others  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.  As  much  as  we 
admire  the  mechanism  of  republican  princi- 
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pies  as  appropriate    to  civil    governments    so  j  to  permanent  members,  viz  :    three  copies   for 
much  do  we  regret  their  application  to  litera-  •  $5 


ry  and  scientific  purposes. 

One  word  more  in  relation  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Medical  education.  Being  fully  impres-  ladelphia. 
eed  with  the  very  imperfect  and  unsatisfacto- 
ry manner  in  which  they  ha4  discharged  the 
duty  imposed  upon  them  by  the  Association, 
they  attempt  the  following  apology  : — "Re- 
garding the  powers  of  the  Committee  as  dis- 
cretionary, it  was  hoped  that  the  Association  [CASPER'  S 
would  not  consider  an  omission  of  matters, 
which  had  been  so  fully  treated  of  in  previous 
reports,  disrespectful  to  itself  or  a  derelic- 
tion of  duty  in  the  Committee."  ' 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Medical 
Literature  is  a  remarkably  we}l  written  paper 
abounding  in  sound  doctrines  and  enlighten- 
ed views,  in  relation  to  those  measures  which 
should  be  adopted  for  the  advancement  of 
Medical  Science.  The  careful  study  of  this 
Report,  would  contribute  much  to  secure  what 
the  Committee  recommend.  The  Association 
with  a  commendable  spirit,  has  presented  a 
memorial  to  Congress,    relative  to    an   Inter- 


Orders  to  be  addressed  to    that  well  known 
publishing  house,  Lea  and   Blanchard,   Phi- 
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MEDICAL  JURISPRUDENCE. 

[Dr.  Casper,  a  high  authority  on  Medical 
Jurisprudence,  has  published  in  his  Wochen~ 
sckrift  the  following  conclusions  drawn  from 
forty-six  post  mortem  examinations,  made  for 
judicial  purposes.  We  are  indebted  to  the 
N.  Y.  Med.  Gaz.,  from  the  London  Medical 
Gazette,  for  the  notices  of  these  examinations  ] 
They  are  prefaced  by  a  few  preliminary  ob- 
servations in  reference,  1st,  to  the  indications 
afforded  as  to  the  maturity  of  a  foetus  ;  2d,  on 
the  hydrostatic  test;  3d,  on  altelectas^,  [a 
national  copyright  Law,  what  will  be  the  j  term  allied  to  donote  the  imperfect  dilation 
success  of  the  measure  we  know  not,  but  hope  j  0r  expansion  of  some  of  the  organs,  the  lungs 
that  the  same  privileges  granted  to  mechanic- 1  more  especially.] 

al,  will  be  extended  to   literary    productions.        l^t.  Dr.  C.  states  that   from    the    observa- 
The  Repoit  on  Tublic  Hygiene,    is  character-  j  ^ons  which  he  has  made,   he  would  lay  down 


ized  by  much  research,  and  a  thorough  ac- 
quaintance with  the  duties  imposed  upon  the 
Committee.  Among  the  special  Reports,  we 
would  particularize  those  on  the  Sanitary 
condition  of  Massachusetts  and  New  England  ; 
on  the  Hygienic  characteristics  of  New  Or- 
leans, and  that  on  the  results  of  the  operation 
for  Cancer.  From  the  Report  on  Surgery  we 
continue  our  extracts,  which  cannot  but  inter- 


a  rule,  which  he  is  not  aware  has  been  stated 
before,  that  the  mass  of  the  body  of  foetuses 
an  el  new-born  children  furnishes  a  surer  in- 
dicati'.n  of  the  degree  of  maturity,  than  does 
their  absolute  weight. 

2d.  With  reference  to  the  hydrostatic  test, 
Dr.  C.  combats  Henke's  objections,  which,  he 
considers,  have  only  tended  to  introduce  un- 
certainty on  this  part  of  the  subject.  The 
hydrostatic  test  Dr.  C.   considers  as  affording 


est  every  reader.  The  volume  concludes  with J  iQ  every  degree  trustworthy  conclusions,  if 
a  long  list  of  Obituary  notices,  by  Dr.  Wil-  j  performed  by  careful  and  competent  hands. 
liams,  favorably  known  as  a  w;iter   and   b'o-  j  With  regard  to  the    objection  that   emphyse- 


grapher. 

We  would  urge  our  Readers  to  procure  at 
once  this  volume  ;  the  price  is  £3.  and  it  can 
be  received  by  mail  at  a  small  postage.  Dele- 
gates who  have  paid  the  acsessrr.ent(£3),  are 
entitled  to  a  copy,  as  are  also  permanent,  mem 
bers  on  paying  $2,  or  three  copies  for  $5.  So- 


ma of  the  lungs  would  cause  them  to  float? 
Dr.  C.  fairly  inquires  whether  it  has  ever  been 
met  with  in  the  new-born  infant.  In  answer* 
also,  to  the  statement  that  artificial  inflation 
of  the  lungs  might  prove  a  source  of  fallacy, 
Dr.  C.  also  asks,  Whether  a  mother  anxious 
to  conceal  a  birth,  would  have  recourse  to  this 
means  of  reruscitation  1  and   doubts  that  this 


cieties  which  have  been  represented  in  the  mode,  which  requ'res  an  anatomical  and  phy- 
Association  will  be  furnished  copies  for  their  siological  education,  would  be  known  to,  or 
memrers  on  the  same  terms  that   it  is   issued   could  be  practised,    by  a  woman    under   the 
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circumstances.  Emphysema  from  putref  iciion,   va-a:ion  was  attribut&ble  to  the   aocident  at" 

Dr.  C.  excludes  from  all  medico-legal    consid-   endant  on  its  birth. 

orations,  from  the    fact    that  the  lungs    ar:e|      Apoplexy  without  evident  cause. 

among  the  last  to  undergo  pjitrefactL :  n,  or  I  _a  woman  was  delivered  in  a  state  of  un- 
that,  when  it  has  occurred,  it  is  so  evident  j  COnciousness  :  on  coming  to  herself,  she  found 
no  mistake  can  occur.  Dr.  C.  mentions  a  case  the  chill  lying  deal  bstween  her  thighs.— 
in  which  the  heart  being  putrid,  the  lang*  i  Sh8  divided  the  cord  with  a  pair  of  scissors, 
nevertheless  sunk.  ,  The   s,ate  of  tbe   cord  borQ  0llt  her  assertion. 

31.  Dr.  C.   considers   that   pneumonia  ha 


cfteR  been  mistaken  for  the  so-called  atelect- 
asis, and  gives  a  case  in  illustration  ia  which 
pneumonia  was  found  in  the  lungs  of  a  child 
eight  days  old,  and  those  organs  presented  all 
the  characters  of  atelectasis. 

The  present  series  of  inspections  illus*ratc.- 
chiefly  the  value  of  the  hydrostatic  tebt,  and 
its  application  where  death    in  new-born   in 
fants  was  shown  to  Lave   occurred   from  ap^- 
jUxy,  pneumoaia,  &c. 

Dr.  C.  then  procceis  to  the  description   o' 
his  cases. 

Death,  ©£  an  Infant    from   a  fall 
©n  the  Head  in  act   of  Birth. — This 

case  possesses  a  two  fold  interest.  An  un- 
married female  having  arrived  at  the  full  pe- 
riod of  her  gestation  attended  her  master  at 
market  on  Christmas-eve,  and  ca-rying  a 
heavy  basket  was  unexpectedly  taker?  in  lib  jr. 
The  chill,  she  said,  was  suddenly  expelled 
when  she  had  only  felt  the  pains  for  half  a  i 
hour,  and  it  fell  on  its  head  in  the  foot-path. 
The  umbilical  cord  was  in  this  way  torn  a- 
sunder,  and  its  ruptured  ex^remites  conS'-med 
her  story.  The  mother  declared  that  she  then 
fa:nted,  and  on  coming  to  herself  found  the 
child  hing  dead  beside  her. 
The  hydrostatic  test,  and  the  autopsy,  prov 


Apoplectic  extravasation  was  found  within 
the  craninm.  But  in  such  cases  the  state- 
ments of  th  )  accused  must  be  received  with 
much  caution;  for  although  it  must  be  admit- 
ted that  a  woman  may  give  birth  to  a  child 
under  the  circumstances  indicated,  this  may 
be  alleged  to  hide  crime  or  carelessness. 

Death  from  Pneumonia.  —An  in- 
fant four  days  old,  died  without  having  mani- 
fested any  signs  of,  or  without  any  apparent 
manifestation  of  the* inflammation.  Red  hep- 
atization was  found  in  one  por  ion  ;  this  sank 
in  water.  The  remainder  of  the  lung  float- 
ed. 

Aiiencephalus* — The  cerebellum  hun-g 
in  a  bag  of  dura  mater  in  the  situation  of 
the  occipital  bone.  A  portion  of  cerebral 
substance  was  contained  in  an  abnormal  cav- 
ity formed  by  an  expansion  of  the  two  first 
vertebrae.  The  imperfect  head  was  placed  on 
the  shoulders.  The  in  tegument's  of  the  chin 
were  united  to  those  of  the  breast.  Spina 
bifida  of  the  entire  vertebral  canal  existed. 

Infanticide, — K.  was  charged  with 
hiving  concealed  the  birth  of  a  child  on  a 
certain  day.  This  she  denied  when  question- 
ed by  an  experienced  midwife,  notwithstan- 
ding the  discovery  of  a  fresh  afterbirth   on  a 


cd  that  the  chill  had  lived,  an  1  ha  1  died  of  board  in  her  room,  and  behind  her  bed,  rolled 
effusion  of  blood  within  the  cranium  :  ab-.»u'  j  up  in  an  apron  and  smpart_d  with  blood  and 
a  drachm  of  blood  was  found  extruva  ated  at  j  dirt,  the  body  of  a  child,  warm  but  lifeless. 
th&  base  of  the  brais.  |  It  was  clear  «hit  ?he  had  given  birth  to   the 

A  d( 

pariet 

tion,  the  size  of  a  half  florin,  thin  and  trans  j  ed  with  blo°^  were  foand  on  her  window 
parent  *  and  tYs  presented  an  indented  fismr  ■  j  8eat;  ^nd  unc3er  fche  bed  a  bloody  cotton  cord. 
one  Bne  in  width.  This  was  attributed  by  a  j  The  girl  afterwards  de  dared  that  she  had 
physician  to  the  fall,  or  some  other  force  }  become  insensible  from  the  severity  of*  the 
applied  at  that  part:  but    Dr.    C.   p>inU  out  Jpa:ns,  s&>d  that  she  was  delivered  of  the  child 


deficiency  in  the  ossification  of  the  right  j  cbild  afc  tbe  foot  of  the  bed,  where  a  quantity 
it'll  bone  was  found,  in  which  was  a   p  r- !  ,f  bI°  4  waJ  r°!lt-f      A  P*-*  of  &-*&  rs  s^ear- 


that  there  was  no  corresponding  sugillation, 
bt  sides  that  the  fissure  itself,  and  the  thinned 
bone  around  it,  presented  no  appearance  of 
injury. 

It  was  considered  that  the  child  was  born 
at  the  full  time;  that  it  had  died  of  extra- 
vasation of  blood  on  the  brain;  and  this  extra  - 


in  that  state.  With  regard  to  the  d'v'iMon  of 
the  umbilical  cord  she  professed  utter  igno- 
rance. 

On  examining  the  body  of  the  infant,  there 
was  found  a  mark  round  the  neck  about  two 
lines  in  widih,  of  a  lighter  color  than  the  sur- 
rounding integuments.  Besides   this,    the  im- 
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portant  points  which  were  observed  were  con- 
gestion of  the  liver,  emptiness  of  the  bladder, 
fulness  of  the  large  intestines,    the  abdominal 


The  body  of  a  female  foetus  was  found  in  the 
water.  The  head  and  neck  severed  from  the 
trunk;  the  body  and  limbs  presented  marks  of 


veins  loaded  with  dark  red  fluid  blood.  The  j  immaturity.  From  the  mutilation  to  which 
lungs,  without,  the  heart,  weighed  about  two, the  body  had  been  subjected,  it  could  not  be 
ounces  and  a  half;  they  floated  readily  in  wa- 1  determined  whether  the  child  had  been  born 
ter;  when  cut,    crepitated,    and   on   pressure  .alive. 


yielded  a  sanguineous  frothy  mucus.  The  cav 
itics  on  the  right  side  of  the  heart  were  emp- 
ty ;  on  the  left  side  they  were  filled  with  blood. 
The  cranial  bones  were  loaded  with  blood. 
The  membranes  and  vessels  of  the  brain  were 
also  greatly  congested.  Thence  it  was  con- 
cluded that  the  child  was  born  alive  at  the 
full  time,  and  bad  died  of  apoplexy,  and  that 
the  cotton  cord  was  tied  round  its  neck  after 
death.  The  diagnostic  marks  of  strangulation 
were  wanting. 

Two  other  cases  afforded  evidence  in  refer- 
ence to  the  value  of  the  hydrostatic  test;  the 
first  was  a  female  infant  found  in  the  water. 
The  b3dy  was  already  partially  decomposed 
the  lungs  were  of  a  dark  brown  color,  but 
sank  in  water. 

In  the  sec  end,  a  male  child  found  in  the  wa- 
ter, the  body  was  putrefied  and  emphysema- 
tous. The  diaphragm  rose  to  the  fourth  ribs- 
the  pericardium  was  not  covered  by  the  lungs 
which  were  of  a  dark  brown  color,  and  of  the 
consistence  of  liver,  and  sank  readily  in  water. 
In  both  cases  it  was  concluded  that  the  child- 
ren had  not  been  born  alive. 

A  female  new-born  infant  was  found  in  the 
water.  It  was  mature,  had  lived,  was  apoplec- 
tic,, had  not  died  of  suffocation.  Other  cir- 
cumstances attending  the  finding  of  the  bodies 
confirmed  this  opinion. 

The  body  of  a  male  infant  was  found  on  a 
dunghill,  the  rats  had  partly  devoured  it,  and 
only  a  portion  of  lung  remained.  From  this 
it  was  possible  to  determine  that  the  child 
had  lived.  The  lung  was  crepitant,   and  float- 


Two  other  cases  showed  early  decomposition 
in  the  lungs.  One,  a  female  child  that  must 
have  lived,  was  found  in  the  water,  and  had 
died  of  apoplexy.  There  were  no  signs  of  suf- 
focation; the  tongue  protruded  beyond  the 
teeth;  but  Dr.  C.  has  so  often  found  this  ua 
der  other  circumstances  than  suffocation,  that 
he  does  not  regard  it  as  conclusive.  In  the 
other  also  there  was  every  sign  that  the  child 
had  lived.  In  both  putrefaction  was  but  little 
advanced,  but  the  lungs  presented  vesicles  on 
their  surfaces. 


VI 


INSANITY  OF  FIFTY-TWO  YEARS  DURATION, 


WITH  RETURN  OF  REASON  PRIOR  TO  DEATH. 


ed  ;  the  brain  showed  the  appearance  of  apo- 
plexy. The  abdomen  had  been  pierced  by  a 
dung  fork. 

The  body  of  an  infant  was  found  in  the  street 
it  had  never  breathed;  the  bladder  was  emp- 
ty. What  is  the  value  of  the  latter  circum- 
tanc?,  Dr.  C.  inquires  ? 

A  chi'd  was  delivered  footling;  the  head  was 
arrested  in  the  pelvis.  When  assistance  arriv- 
ed the  child  was  dead.  The  hydrostatic  test 
showed  it  to  have  been  still  born.  Dissection 
discovered  upwards  of  an  ounce  of  extra vasat- 
ed  blood  at  the  baeo  of  the  brain. 


This  patient,  formerly    a  gardner,    set,   74, 
and  having  always  previously  had  good  health 
was  suddenly  terrified,  during  a   masquerade, 
in  1792,   by   the   sudden  presence  of  a  bear. 
He  became   motionless   and    speechless,    and 
from  that   moment  maintained    the  most   en- 
during mutism,    never   being  heard  to  speak, 
and  avoiding  all  persons  with  fear,  taking  his 
repasts  in   a   corner  by  himself,  and  making 
sounds,  supposed    to  be   imitative   of  a   bear, 
whenever   any  one  approached   him.  He  ate 
well,  became  stout,  and  was  never  ill.  In  Jan- 
uary,U844,  he   was  attacked    with  diarrhoea 
and  loss  of  appetite,  and  eventually'with  oede- 
ma of  the  legs.  In  proportion  as  this  last  pro- 
gressed, his  dislike  to  society   seemed  to  di- 
minish, and   on  the    1st  February,  he  replied 
to  the  interrogataries  respecting    his  health, 
which,  during  Jift y- two  years,   had  been  so  re- 
peatedly put  to  him  in  vain ;  he  ha\ing,  during 
that  long  interval,    spoken  to  no  one,  or  even 
looked  in  a  book.  He  now  however,  perfectly 

understood  the  questions,  and  replied  to  them 
rationally;  though  on'y  in  monosyllables  :  but 
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nothing  could  be  got  out  of  him  in  respect  to 
past  transactions.  He  thus  remained  fully  con- 
scious until  he  died  on  the  16th  Ftbruray. 
No  autopsy  was  made. — M.  Brierre  De  Bois 
mont.  Annales  Med.  Psych.  N.  S.  vol.  ii,  page 
531.  (Medico- Chir.  Rev.  Oct.  1850.  p.  536.) 

In  the  same  number  of  this  journal  a  case 
is  related,  that  occurred  to  M.  Foville,  that 
is  interesting  by  the  fact  of  the  temporary  re- 
turn of  consciousness  in  a  case  of  confirmed 
general 'paralysis.  A  professor,  by  a  reckless 
course  of  dissipation  and  extravagance,  had 
ruined  the  once  favorable  prospects  of  him- 
self and  those  dependent  upon  him,  and  at 
last  became  the  subject  of  paralysis  with  de- 
mentia. For  three  months  he  had  continued 
in  a  state  of  the  completest  lethargy,  when, 
two  days  prior  to  his  death,  entire  conscious- 
ness returned  :  and  he  manifested  the  most 
feeling  and  rational  repentance  for  the  mis- 
chief his  misconduct  had  caused  his  relatives. 
M.  Foville,  -who  had  repeatedly  observed 
him  during  the  progress  of  the  disease,  declares 
that  during  these  last  two  days,  it  was  impos- 
sible to  detect  the  slightest  discrepancy  in 
his  observations. 
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A  REMARKABLE  CASE  OF 

PROLONGED    ABSTINENCE. 

The  case  of  Abram  Van  Auken,  who  died 
in  this  town  on  the  1st  Dec  ,  aged  GO  years. 
was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  on  record 

Mr.  V.  was  seized  with  apoplexy    in   Feb. 
last,  which  left  him    in    a   partial    paralysed 
condition,  and    mostly    deprived  him  of    the 
power  of  speech,  retaining    simply  enough  to 
utter  "yes"  and  "no."  Between    two  or   three 
ir  onths  since  be  refused  all  kinds  of  food  for 
the  space  of  eight  days,  when  he  was  prevail- 
ed upon  to  take    a  trifle   two  or  three    times, 
and  then  utterly  refused   nourishment    up  to 
the  day  of  his  death,  which  occurred  sixty  days 
after  he  took  the  last  particle  of  food.   In  vain 
were  efforts  mace  to  induce  him  to  take   it  in 
any  form  or  disguise  ;  he  would  suffer  nothing  | 
to  pass  his  lips  but  pure  water,    and  upon  this  • 
alone  did  life  linger  for  sixty  days,    and  with  J 
the   trifling   exception   above  mentioneJ,  for  j 
sixty  eight  days. 

What  could  have  induced  the  decided  and  j 
successful  aversion  to  food,  is  indeed  truly  I 
wonderful ;  it  seemed  to  be  voluntary,  for  he  j 
could  take  water  readily,  but  if  any  thing  nu-  j 
tiitious  or  stimulating  was  mingled  therewith 
he  would  immediately  reject  it.  Such  power 
of  en  durance  and  tenacity  of  life,  can  seldom  ! 
be  found,  we  venture,  in  the  annals  of  medi-  j 
cine  or  dietetics. — Mt.  Morris  Union.  I 


[For  the  Northern  Lancet  ] 


VICARIOUS   MENSTRUATION. 


Dr.  Nelson. 

Dear  sir: — At  the  30:h  page  of  the  1st 
Number,  Volume  II  of  the  Northern  Lancet, 
there  is  a  notice  of  Vicarious  menstruation 
which  T  consider  highly  proper.  Such  rare 
occurrences  s-hould  be  recorded  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  Faculty  in  general,  and  the 
junior  portion  in  particular. 

Some  fourteen  years  since,  I  saw  Miss  S-., 
thirty  years  old,  whose  eyes  presented  a  most 
loathsome  appearance;  the  lids  were  thicken- 
ed and  inverted,  and  the  conjunctiva  as  if 
lined  with  red  morocco.  After  this  lady's  de- 
parture from  the  house,  I  inquired  of  her  sif- 
ter the  cause  of  her  strange  appearance.  She 
informed  me,  that  Miss  S .',  hud  menstruated 
voung  :  at  the  ao'e  of  fourteen  she  took. cold, 
and  illness  succeeded  to  such  a  degree  that 
her  life  was  despaired  of.  After  a  long  sick- 
ness, menstruat  on  first  appeared  in  the  gum?, 
her  mouth  being  filled  with  blood  for  several 
days;  si  e  then  became  convalescent.  She  (as 
my  inf  rmant  averred.;)  had  menstruated  from 
the  inner'surface  of  the  thighs,  though  more 
frequently  from  the  eyes  Her  breasts  were 
entirely  eUite  rated  ;  what  the  other  charges 
were,  from  the  climacteric  period,  I  am  un- 
able to  state.  I  am  cognizant  of  another  cate, 
where  the  menstrual  discharge  takes  place 
from  an  ulcer  en  the  leg,  above  the  ankle. 

At  page  40,  of  tbe  2nd  Number  of  your 
Journal,  you  recommend  the  adminstratien 
of  Carbonate  of  Soda  in  Cholera;  I  have  em- 
ployed it  for  marly  twenty  years,  in  Cholera 
Morbus  and  Dysentery.  1  always  add  Muriate 
of  Sod*  to  the  solution,  the  combination  of 
the  salts  renders  the   solution  more  palatable 
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removing  its  asperity  of  taste,   if  I  may    use    energies  beginning   to  falter,    and  seeing  the 


the  expression.  I  have  found  this  preparation 

very  <  ilioacious. 

Very  truly  yours, 


>i!3«  M 


— .  Vermont, 

Dec.  20.    1850. 


(For  the  Northern  Lancet.) 
II  . 

DEATH;    ITS   VARIETIES 

REALITY  AND   SIMULATION. 

A    MEDICO-LEGAL    DISSERTATION. 


rlomce  Nelson^  M.  3D; 


[Continued  from  page  2G  ] 
i.  Deatli  froisa.  Browning". 


portending  danger,  he  is  prompted  to  perform 
numerous  convulsive  and  hurried  actions  in 
the  hope  of  b ustaining  himself  a  while  longer: 
the  arms  and  legs  are  consequently  thrown 
!  in  various  directions,  "wildly  grasping  at  any 
|  trivial  object  within  reach  or  sight,  the  vic- 
j  tim  sinks  to  the  bottom.  He  again  re-appear3, 
and  with  mouth  opened,  hurriedly  gasps  in 
1  air  and  water:  tins  last  rushing  down  the 
larynx,  comes  in  contact  with  the  glottis  and 
excites  it  to  convulsive  and  forcible  action, 
and  the  water  as  well  as  the  air  are  simulta- 
neously expelled  from  the  mouth.  Sinking 
and  rising,  he  makes  another  attempt  at  io- 
sp'/air  n,  and  the  same  process  ensues;  the 
lungs  are  thus  deprived  of  a  fresh  supply  of 
air,  while  the  small  quantity  they  contained 
at  the  moment  cf  sukmer-ion,  is  promptly  ex- 
pelled, and  none  can  pass  into  them  by  any 
subsequent  attempt  at  inspiration.  The  well 
known  symptoms  of  Asphes?a  from  Cessation 
of  Circulation,  which  we  have  explained  ir  a 
previous  number:  no?/  manifest  themselves. 
The    sensorial  functions    cease,    followed  by 


i  k;< 


ms.-Pathology.-DEVER-:1^30?sensatioQaad   motion,    and  the  body 
-Sem'eioloffy.  j  s-^wly   sinks   to    the  bottom  ;    a  few  babbles 


.  .  .  . ;•:',".         ,,      ,.      .,    of  air  diseno-n^ed  from  the  lungs   by  the  pies- 

treat  this  subject    with  tne  attention  it  Va         „  -°    .   J         r 

.,  .    .  .,       t  sura  of  the  surrounding   fluid,  wnl   escape  to 

1  demands  requires  it  to  be  considered  ux>  .  >  ,  „  \ 


r.  i t."s  Oi  serrations 

To 

justly  „ 

\    v  „      .       ,       ,       i   .    ttt,        i  •        the  surface,  and  for  a   mamens  mark   where 

der  the  following  heads  :-lsb.  When  drowning 

„-,,.         •■  j  '  it  i        •'■  !  the  bocsy  iies. 

occurs  ro  a  person  failing    into  the  water,    in  j  J 

possession  oi  full  and  active  consciousness:  2.1.  j      Pursuing  this  subject  one  ziep    farther,    we 

When  there  is  loss  of  consciousness  previous}  will  quote  the  graphic  3eseiiptTon  of  the  phc- 

to,  or  at  the  moment  of  submfr  ion.  A  knowl-   nomena  of  submersion,  as  given  by  that    very 

edee  of  ihe  patholo^'cal   changes   observable  ;  accurate"  observer,  Goodwyn  — "When  an  an- 

in  either  case,  which  are   so  widely  different,  ,  imal  is  immersed  in  waLei\   his  pulse  becomes 


will  at  once    determine  the   stare    the  person 
was  in,  at  the  time  death  took  place. 

fn  the  first  case,  the  general  phenomena  of 
death  mr.i  irest  themselves  in  the  following 
manner:  —  A  person  on  falling  into  Oaq  wt- 
ter  will  immediately  disappear,  sinking  to  an 
extent  proportionate  to  the  depth  of  the  wa- 
ter, an'l  to  the  distance  fallen.  11q  shortly 
rises  to  the  surface,  partly  throagh  his  own 
efforts,  and  partly  bj  the  difference  of  speci- 
fic gravity  between  his  body  and  the- surround - 


weak  and  frequent,  he  k>el$  an  anx:eiy  about 
his  breast,  and  struggles  to  relieve  it ;  in  these 
straggles  he  rises  towards  the  surface  of  the 
water,  and  throws  out  a  quantity  of  air  from 
his  lungs.  After  this,  his  ar-xrety  increases; 
his  pulse  becomes  weaker  :  the  struggles  are 
rf mewed  with  more  violence  ;  he  rises  towards 
the  surface  again,  throws  out  more  air  from 
his  lungs,  and  makes  several  efforts  to  inspire 
and  in  some  of  iheee  efforts  a  quantity  of  wa- 
ter   commonly    passes    ir; to   the  mouth.    His 


lag  element  and  assisted  in  this  by  the  air  Ukin  then  becomes  blue,  particularly  about 
retained  in  his  clothing.  With  some  insight  j  ths  face  &X)<i  i;ps  .  ys  puise  gradually  ceases  : 
of  swimming,  ho  will  maintain  himself  on  the  >  t,i,c  pphinc'.ers  are  relaxed  ;  he  falls  down 
surface  for  a  variable  space  of  tm:e,  when  his    without  sensation  or  m^ion.":*— (Sec  p.  70.) 
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In  the  second  instance,  death  will  succeed  vessels  will  be  in  a  state  of  distepeioa  corn- 
submersion  without  consciousness  from  the  mensurate  to  the  duration  and  intensity  of  tie 
following  causes  : — mental  effort  ; — intoxica-  agony  ;  there  is  no  extravasation  of  blued,  and 
lion- — the  sudden  effect  of  cold; — hysteria  ;  little  or  no  discoloration  of  the  membranes 
eaielepsy;f — or  from  a  blow  received  at  the  ,  or  external  surface  of  the  brain,  though  on 
moment  of  falling.  Under  all  these  cireum-  ,  cutting  into  its  substance,  numerous  minute 
stances,  death  takes  place  without  a  struggle,  red  points  will  be  observed, 
the  body  drops  to  the  bottom,  sometimes  ris-j  Appearances  in  the  Air  passages,  and  Tho- 
ing  to  a  small  distance,  and  then  passively  raz.— The  trachea,  lar*sx,  and  the  bronchial 
settling,  never  more  to  rise.  tubes    contain   froth y  mucus    generally    of  a 


ry.  External  Appearances. —  reddish  tinge,  although  the  mucous  membr-,V;0 
The  eyes  are  partly  opened,  and  the  pupils  of  these  parts  is  not  injected;  the  epiglottic  is 
widely  dilated;  the  skin  of  the  face  as  also  of  generally  elevated.  The  lungs  are  of  a  violot 
the  entire  body  is  generally  pale  and  collaps-  color,  closely  filling  the  thoracic  cavity  in  all 
ed,  originating  in  the  spasmodic  action  of  ih-3  ^  its  dimensions,  and  engorged  with  black  and 
cutaneous  vessels  ;t  some  bodies  on  the  other  very  fluid  blood  ;  the  frame  fluid  will  be  fount! 
hand,  will  present  a  livid  aspect  of  the  integ-  *'0  distend  the  pulmonary  arteiiea  and  veins 
urnents  of  the  body,  and  more  especially  of ,  The  left  dde  of  the  heart  and  the  aorta  a>e 
the  extremities  ;  the  tongue  protrudes  between  ra  general  comparatively  empty,  the  right 
the  teeth,  and  the  moath  and  nostrils  are  fil- ,  side  and  its  adjoining  ve3?els  are  filled  with 
led  with  frothy  mucus;  the  hands  and  fingers  ( blood.  The  direction  of  the  diaphragm'  is  tub- 
are  frequently  lacerated  or  excoriated  by  sub-  j!,ct  to  much  vaiiat"  n,  though  it  generally 
efanees  that  have  been  grasped  at  in  the  arches  towards  the  abdomen. 
death  struggle,  and  sand  or  other  material  j  Appearances  in  the  Abdomen — The  stomach 
will  he  found  lodged  under  the  nails.  The  contains  a  variable  epiantity  of  fluid  similar 
fingers  and  thumbs  are  semi-flexed  ;  rigidity  j  to  that  in  which  the  body  has  been  immersed  : 
of  the  extremities,  variable  according  to  the' the  chylopoetie  viscera  are  gorged  with  blood 
time  the  body  has  been  submersed;  the  head  and  the  inteetines  are  of  a  light  rose  color, 
is  thrown  back,  the  thorax  elevated,  and  the!  The  bladder  is  generally  distended,  ar.d  the 
abdomen  at  times  is  much  distended.  —  uriae  is  frequently  found  to  be  sanguinolen?;. 
To  the  appearances  just  described,  we  would  .  While  carrying  on  the  dissections,  the  ep<  ra- 
add,  that  if  drowning  occurs  ia  warm  fluids:  ^tor  cannot  but  be  forcibly  struck  with  the  (  x- 
cr  alcoholic  liquids,  or  in  situations  where  fcrcme  fluidify  of  the  blood,  which  rapidly 
deleterious  gases  are  disengaged,  and  lastly,  flows  at  the  slightest  touch  of  the  scalpel, 
if  the  individual  was  in  a  state  of  intoxication  j  .  Coobwyn  who  has  devoted  great  attenii<in 
at  the  time  of  submersion,  there  will  be  a  vio- :  to  the  subject  of  subtnersicn,  has  recorded  the 
let  colored  hue  of  the  countenance,  and  great  following  conclusions  drawn  from  experiments 
turgescence  of  the  cervical  &nd  facial  veins.     |  performed  immediately  on  the  removal  of  the 

Ji  i/i  ti  •'    i       Tii  -i      ■>   h')d"v  fr6-*1i  the  vratev 

nternal  Appearances.  Head. — The  cereoiai       ~v  "?-"  ^T'ftiU 

_ .  1st.  The  external  surface  of  the  brain  U  of 

;_ "'         :.  .  |a  darker  color  than  usual ;  but  the  vessels  are 

*  Connection  of  Life   with  RfsmiatinB  ;    on      s.       .  i     . ,,   -,  ,      ,  ... 

an  experimental  inqnirv  into    the    enacts  of  \n0"  ^'^  Wlth  olocd'  nor  is*  lliere  ar?  m'dilf 
Submersion,  Strangulation,  and  several  krn'ds  O^extra-vasatiOn  about  them. 


of  noxious  a^rs,  on  living  animals,  &e.  By  Ed. 
Gogdwyn,  M.  D.  London.   1788.  p.  3 


2ud.  The  ca\it.y   of  the   lungs  contains   a 
considerable  quantity  of  frothy  fluid  ;  and  the 
f  Principles  of  Forensic    Medicine.    By  Wm' pulmonary    arteries  and  veins  are   filled  with 
A.  Gey,  M.  B.  ft*    Now  York.  1845.    p.  400.  Kacl[  ,jiood  thr^gtt)ut  tle;r  who!e  ^y; 

X  Elements   of  Medical   Jur:?rrudence.  By!      3d.  The  right  amide  and  ventr'cle  of  the 

md  dilating  :   the 
icle   move    feebly: 
having   tie   oppor! unify    of    consulting    tf e  Hfc ^ ^ft  tenlride  is  at  rest. 
rigfnal  authorities.  |      4ih.  The   right   auricle   and  ventricle  are 


4.  piemen ^s    or  ivieuicai    jur:?rruaence.   LSyi      uu-    iuengut   uuiicxy  niia 
T.  R.  &  J.  B   Beck,  M,  D.  Philadelphia  1838.' heart  are  still  contracting   ar 
Vil.  2.  p   177.  To  this    most  excellent   workS  d    •  ,  .  , 

we  are  indebted  for    several  refennces     not?  ief^1LU3  VCn0SUS  ana    £unoi< 
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filled  with  black  "blood,  and  the  left  sinus  ve- 
nosus  and  left  auricle  also  :  but  the  left  ven- 
tricle is  only  about  half  filled  with  the  same 
coloured  blood. 

oth.  The  trunks  and  smaller  branches  of 
the  arteries  proceeding  from  the  left  ventricle 
also  contain  a  quantity  of  this  black  blood. 

Pathology  of  the  Submerged  in  the  uncon- 
scious state. — External  Appearances. — There 
is  a  general  pal  or  of  the  entire  cutaneous  sur- 
face. Internal  Appearances. — The  trachea  is 
either  empty,  or  contains  but  a  small  quanti- 
ty of  water,  but  no  froth  is  found  in  the  tube 
or  its  ramifications;  the  lungs  are  very  slight- 
ly;  if  at  all  distended,  and  their  color  remains 
unchanged.  There  is  no  material  difference 
in  the  quantity  of  blood  discovered  in  either 
portion  of  the  heart  or  of  the  arterial  system, 
and  there  will  be  no  water  in  the  stomach, 
unless  it  has  been  introduced  previous  to  sub- 
mersion. We  will  qualify  this  last  position  by 
further  remarks  in  another  section  of  this  pa- 
ter. 

Having  detailed  in  a  general  manner  what 
are  considered  the  pathognomonic  phenome- 
na of  death  by  drowning,  we  will  now  pass 
to  the  special  examination  of  each  sign  or 
symptom,  marking  its  positive  or  relative  val- 
ue, as  also  the  objections  which  may  be  raised 
against  its  adoption,  if  peculiar  to  asphexia 
from  other  sources  than  submersion,  as  there 
is  no  mode  of  death  involved  in  so  much  ob- 
scurity as  that  by  drowning,  at  the  same  time 
that  the  frequency  of  its  occurrence,  requires 
that  the  medical  man  should  if  possible  be  in 
possession  of  some  certain  data,  whereon  to 
establish  his  opinion, — more  particularly  in 
those  cases  where  death  may  be  suspected  of 
having  occurred,  previous  to  the  finding  of 
the  bedy  in  the  water. 

As  very  many  of  the  different  signs  sup- 
posed to  be  the  characteristics  of  drowning 
become  either  totally  absent,  or  so  much  al- 
tered, from  time  and  exposure,  that  unless 
one  were  aware  of  the  circumstances  it  would 
be  impossible  to  pronounce  upon  the  true 
cause  of  death,  we  will  premise  our  exami- 
nation of  the  phenomena  of  drowning,  by  an 
abstract  of  M.  Devergie*s  investigations, 
made  at  the  great  dead  house  of  Paris  or  "  La 
Morgue,"  a  building  on  the  banks  of  the 
i^eine,  to    which    Bie    transported    all   b  di*s 


found  dead  in  the  city  and  its  environs,  and 
where  they  are  exposed  during  three  days  for 
the  purpose  of  recognition  by  their  friends. — 
The  number  thus  exhibited  exceeds  three 
hundred  annually,  and  includes  all  manner  of 
violent  deaths.  In  case  of  the  sudden  disap- 
pearance of  an  individual  his  friends  repair 
to  the  Morgue,  and  leave  with  the  porter  an 
accurate  description  of  his  person,  his  clothes 
and  the  period  at  which  he  was  last  seen  ;  and 
when  a  body  is  brought  in  it  is  carefully  ex- 
amined, and  if  it  corresponds  with  any  of  the 
descriptions  that  have  been  left,  notice  to  that 
effect  is  sent  to  persons  interested,  who  come 
and  claim  it.  The  number  of  persons  recog- 
nised is  very  considerable ;  in  the  first  six 
months  of  the  year  1829,  out  of  148  bodies 
116  were  claimed.  Of  this  number  62  were 
drowned  of  whom  45  were  recognised.  Being 
thus  furnished  with  positive  information  as  to 
the  time  of  immersion  and  that  of  finding  the 
body,  Devergie  was  enabled  to  prosecute  his 
inquireis  with  great  accuracy.  He  found  that 
in  general  no  change  takes  place  on  the  ex- 
terior before  the  fourth  or  fifth  day,  and  the 
cadaverous  rigidity  frequently  continues  two, 
three  or  even  four  days  after  immersion. — 
This  is  probably  owing  to  the  medium  in 
which  the  body  is  placed.  About  the  fourth 
or  fifth  day,  the  skin  on  the  palm  of  the  hand 
begins  to  whiten,  and  this  change  of  color 
takes  place  particularly  on  the  ball  of  the 
thumb,  and  the  fleshy  eminence  on  the  inner 
side  of  the  palm  over  the  metacarpal  bone  cf 
the  little  finger,  together  with  the  lateral 
surface  of  the  fingers.  The  back  of  the  hand 
does  not  partake  of  this  coloring,  and  the 
rest  of  the  body  presents  nothing  peculiar. — 
On  the  sixth  or  eighth  day,  the  skin  at  the 
back  of  the  head  begins  to  turn  white ;  at 
the  same  time  that  the  sole  of  the  foot  has 
acquired  a  similar  tinge :  the  skin  of  the 
face  is  softened,  and  of  a  more  faded  white 
than  the  rest  of  the  body.  On  the  fifteenth 
day,  the  face  is  slightly  swollen  and  red  ;  a 
greenish  spot  begins  to  form  on  the  skin  over 
the  sternum  ;  the  hands  and  feet  with  the 
exception  of  the  dorsum  of  the  latter,  are 
quite  white,  and  the  skin  of  the  palm  of  the 
hand  is  quite  wrinkled.  The  subcutaneous 
cellular  tissue  of  the  thorax  is  reddish,  and 
the  corticle  sub.t^.nce  of  the  brain  takes  on  a 
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green  color  in  the  upper  part   of  that   organ. 
At  one  month,  the  face  is  a  reddish  brown  the 
eyelids  and  lips  are  green   and   Ewollen,   the 
neck  is  slightly  green,  and  a  spot   about   six 
inches  in  diameter,  brown  in  colour  and  with 
a  green  areola,  occupies  the  superior  and  mid- 
dle part  of  the   sternum.     The   scrotum  and 
penis  are  enormously    distended  by   gas,    the 
latter  being  sometimes  in  a  state  of  erection 
from  that  cause*     The  skin  of  the  hands  and 
feet  is  quite  white  and  very  much   wrinkled, 
presenting  the  appearance  of  having  been  long 
enveloped  in  a  poultice.     The  hair  and   nails 
are  still  very  adherent.     The  lungs  are  em- 
physematous, and  fill  the  cavity  of  the   chest 
overlapping  the  heart, — a  condition   different 
from  that  which  these  organs   present  at   a 
more   advanced  period.     At  a  month   and  a 
half,  besides  the  appearance  first  mentioned, 
the  neck  and  thorax  are  found  very  green,  and 
the  cuticle  begins  to  detach  itself  round  the 
base  of  the  hand  where  it  joins  the  wrist.    At 
two  months,  the  body  is  covered   with  slime, 
which  penetrates  through  the  clothes.     The 
face  is  enormously   swelled  and  of  a   brown 
colour,  the  lips  aie  tumefied  and  seperated  so 
as  to  expose  the  teeth.     The  skin  on  the  mid- 
dle of  the   abdomen,  as  well  as  that   of   the 
arms,  forearms,  thighs,  and  legs  is  still   in  a 
natural  state.    This  is  a  mo3t  remarkable  fact 
and  establishes  a  striking   difference   between 
the  progress    of  putrefaction  in  water    and 
when  the   body   is     exposed  to   the    atmos- 
phere ;  in  the  latter  case,  the  abdomen  being 
the  first  part   to  manifest   any   change.     At 
this  period  the  skin  has  become  detaehed  from 
the  hands  and  feet  and  having   the  nails  at- 
tached to  it,  forms  as  it  were  a   glove.      The 
ekin  and  nails  of  the  feet  are   longer  in   sep- 
erating  than   those   of  the   hand.     The   hair 
begins  to  fall  off,  and  is   easily  removed   by 
pulling      The  veins   are   almost  completely 
empty  of  blood  and  commonly  distended  with 
gas.     The  inner  surface  of  the  arteries  is  red 
and  that  of  the  trachea  between  the  cartilages 
presents  the  same  colour.     If  at  the  moment 
of  death  the  right  cavities  of  the  heart  were 
gorged  with  blood,  the  internal  surface  of  the 
ventricle  is  of  a  jet  black  color  ;  and  in  con- 
trary cases  an  analagous  appearance  is  pre- 
sented on  the  opposite  side.    Devergie   con- 
siders this  a  most  important  diagnostic  mark 


of  death  by  asphyxia.     At  two  months  and  a 
half,  the  green  color  of   the  skin  extends  to 
the  arms,  forearms   and  legs ;  the  nails   are 
completely  detached  from  the  hands  and  feet; 
some  adipocire  is  found  on  the   cheeks,   chin, 
breast,   arm-pits    and   anterior  part   of   the 
thighs :  the  abdomen  is  greatly     swollen  by 
putrefaction  within ;  the  muscles  at  this  peri- 
od preserve  their  natural   color,   and   do   not 
appear  altered  in  texture.     At   three   months 
and  a  half,  there   is   observed  destruction  of 
the  scalp,  eyelids,  and  nose,  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  make  it  difficult   to    tell  the  age    of  the 
individual.     The  skin  of  the  breast  is  gener- 
ally of  a  greenish  brown ;    the  center    of  the 
abdomen  is  of  an  opaline  color,  and  scatter  ed 
with  small  ulcerations  caused  by  the    water. 
Large  corrosions  are  found  on  different  parts  of 
the  body.     The  hands  and  feet  are  completely 
naked  of  skin.     The  luogsno  longer  fill    the 
thorax,  but  leave  between  them  and  the  pleura 
costalis  a  space  filled  with  reddish  serum.    At 
four  months  and  a  half,  occurs    complete  de- 
struction of  the  face  and   scalp,    leaving   the 
skull  bare ;  the  remains  of  face,  the  neck  and 
anterior  parts  of  the  thighs  is  entirely  conver- 
ted into  adipocire  ;    and  small   eminences,  in- 
dicating the   commencement   of    calcareous 
incrustation,  are  observed  on   the  prominent 
par's.     The  brain  presents  traces  of  adipocire 
in  its  anterior  parts.     Devergie  has  not  clas- 
sified the  changes  that  take   place  at   more 
advanced  periods.* 

Seiiieiology  of  Drowning. 

The  signs  of  Drowning  are  readily  classed 
into  external  and  internal,  or  those  discovered 
by  a  superficial  examination  of  the  body,  and 
those  made  apparent  by  dissection. 

The  External  signs  are  derived  from  the 
features; — integuments;  eyes; — mouth,  and 
its  appendages ; — and  from  the  peculiar  ap- 
pearance of  the  hands  and  feet. 

1.  The  Features. — In  every  case  of  true 
death  by  drowning,  there  will  be  placidity  of 
the  countenance,  and  the  absence  of  all  mus- 
cular contractions  expressive  of  suffering  and 
agony.  As  this  state  of  the  features  is  destroy- 


*  Quoted  by  Beatty  in  Cyclopasdia  of  Prac 
tical  Medicine.  Philadelphia.  1845.  Vol.1. 
page  560,  Article  Persons  found  Dead. 
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ed  by  the  lividlty  and  other  changes  conse-  jvered  with  dark  ecchymoSed  spots  dispersed 
quent  upon  prolonged  immersion,  the  medical  in  various  situations,  a  correct  inference  may 
jurist  should  bear  in  mind,  that  if  lividness  or  be  drawn  that  death  was  not  occasioned  by 
distortion  of  the  features  are  present  in  a  body  submersion.  In  death  from  Hanging,  these 
that  has  remained  but  a  shore  period  in  the,  discolor  ations  are  circumscribed  and  of  vari- 
water,  the  presumption  against;  death  by  sub-  able  dimensions,  and  located  about  the  upper 
mersion  must  be  based  upon  one  or  the  other  portion  of  the  trunk,  and  also  upon  the  extrem- 
of  the  following  conditions  : — whether  the  in-  ities. 

dividual  had  not  come  to  Lis  death  through  3.  The  Eyes.— The  eyes  are  half  closed,  and 
violent  means,     and   the   body  subsequently  the  pupib   largely   dilated.    Although  these 


thrown  into  the  water  :  in  the    second   place, 


signs  are  cbser»7ible  in  all  cases  of  drowning, 


he  should  be  enabled  to  diagnosticate  between;  they  are  not  to  be  considered  as  conclusive, 
this  mode  of  death,  and  tha&  resulting  from:  as  the  same  appearances  will  be  present  in 
congestion  of  the  brain  by  apoplexy  or  intoxi- j  caSes  of  death  from  narcotic  poisons,  delete- 
cation.  A  careful  examination  of  the  brain  ri:us  gase?,  strangulation,  etc. 
and  its  appendages  will  at  once  determine  the  j  4  The  Mouth  and  Appendages.— a.  The 
question.  ,  jaws  are  generally  Dimly  fixed,    the  mouth  is 

2.  The  Integuments. — Paleness)  this  con-  i  partially  opened,  and  a  livid  hue  is  s-pread 
dition  of  the  surface  is  by  no  means  a  constant  over  the  lips.  Objedions. — Similar  appearances 
attendant  of  every  case  of  death  by  drowning;  J  denote  death  from  strangulation,  and  this 
but  it  will  be  present  in  the  majority  cf  in-  should  lead  the  practitioner,  as.-hted  by  other 
stances  where  the  body  has  been  submerged  j  signs,  to  consider  whether  submersion  was 
but  a  short  time,  and  after  its  removal  from  not  secondary  to  strangulation, 
-the  water,  it  is  protected  from  atmospheric  j  ft.The  tip  of  the  Tongwe  Ja  generally  found 
influences.  According  to  Beck,  the  palor  isjn  eloS6  contact  with  the  inferior  incisor  teeth, 
occasioned  by  the  spasmodic  action  of  the  cu- l  at  4ime3  ifc  may  he  compressed  between  fcba 
taneous  vessels,  while  on  the  other  hand,  Or-  jdeniai  arches  and  escape  injury,  while  at 
filla  regards  it  as  a  result  of  submersion.  I  others  it  may  ba  f81iou«ly  wounded,  as  we 
To  this  opinion  we  are  inclined  to  give  assent  ;once  n0\\ce$  in  a  body  "ihit  had  been  in  the 
and  consider  it  more  satisfactory  than  that  |  water  for  somQ  t;n3e>  Objections.— Wounds  of 
proposed  by  our  American  Author,  inasmuch!  tll8  tongue  are  liable  to  be  produced  by  Uo* 
as  the  pale  and  collapsed  condition  of  the  in- ' unQQi  or  ar3  r£,;Uits  of  involuntary  muscular 
tegument  is  equally  observed,  whether  the  |action  ;n  apoplectic  <t  epUectic  attacks,  pre- 
bedy  is  removed  from  the  tepid  water  of  mid- 1  viOUsto  death  by  submersion.  The  protruding 
summer,  or  from  the  chilling  and  frosty  wa- '  0[  t^e  tongue  is  also  peculiar  to  asphexia  from 
ter  of  winter.  Liuidity  ;  the  body  v,ill  be  banging  and  suffocation,  though  it 3  livid  and 
more  or  less  discolored  and  bloated,  in  pro-1  tumefied  condition  will  readily  diagnosticate 
portion  to  the  length  of  time  it  has  been  im-  the  former  from  the  latter  mode  of  death. 
mersed,  and  depending  also  upon  climatic  j  c<  We  have  previously  stated  in  speaking 
influences,  these  changes  being  promptly  de-  0f  Asphexia  in  general,  "that  the  injected  and 
veloped  in  summer,  while  they  are  retarded  prominent  appearance  of  the  Papilla  was  a 
for  many  days  in  winter.  They  will  also  be  striking  phenomenon  of  varicu?  kinds  of  as- 
hastened  by  the  exposure  of  the  body,  after  pbexia,  for  example  in  hanging,  strangulation, 
its  recovery  from  the  water,  to  the  combined  and  in  some  cases  of  poisoning,  it  should  there- 
action  of  heat  and  air.  Observation.— The  ap- '  for8j  command  but  Jiltle  importance  perse, 
pesrances  of  the  skin  are  of  themselves  con-  in  determining  death  produced  by  drowning, 
elusive  as  to  the  person  having  been  drowned  from  that  resulting  of  various  other  causes, 
in  a  state  of  health,  for,  if  instead  of  being,  d.  Froth  about  the  mouth  and  nostrils  — 
pale  and  collapsed,  (provided  that  a  short  Frothy  mucus  is  generally  much  relied  upon 
time  only  shall  have  elapsed  from  the  mo-  as  a  sign  of  death  by  submersion,  and  has 
merit  death  took  place,  to  its  being  cast,  and  been  observed  by  Dr.  Ogston  in  7  out  of  10 
found  in  the  water,)    if  the  whole  body  is  co-   ceres,  and  also  by  Pnvr.noir.    in  numerous  in- 
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stances.   Objections. — Froth  is  not  to  be  found]      19th.  9.  A.  M.  llesfcleas  night ;  much    itch 


in  every  case,  and  its  presence  and  quantity 
are  proportional  to  the  quantity  contained  in 
the  trachea  and  bronchial  tubes,  as  also  upon 
the  degree  of  decomposition    the    body    may 


rog  and  burning  of  the  face )  oedema  of  the 
the  lids,  and  the  disease  spreading  to  the  fore- 
head and  left  side  of  the  face.  Applied  a  thick 
coating  of  Collodion  over  the  inflamed  part* 
extending  one  inch  or  more  on  the    eurround- 


have  undergone;  the  froth    will   also  be  more  r^T    "V      7  turrounu- 

.            ,, •'■■•,      '       .                     ..                        icg  healthy  integument  3  abstinence  from  all 

frequently  observed  m  summer   than  in    win-  L     ,      ,     ,                 ,     _   ;  .  . 

'food  whatever,    and    for  drink,  E.  Carbonas 


frequently 

ter.  The  color  of  the  froth  varies  in  numerous 
instances,  and  in  this  particular  point  is  com- 
mon to  death  by  hanging  and    suffocation,   in 
which  eases  it  is  sanguinolent. 
[To  be  continued. ] 


[For  the  Northern  Lancet.] 
III. 

COLLODION   IN  EH  YSIP  EL  ATOU 

INFLAMMATION. 


ly  Horace  Nelson,  EI .  D, 


In  addition  to  the  case  mentioned  in  cur 
last  Number,  of  Erysipelas  a-  treated  by  the 
a|  plication  of  Collodion,,  we  subjoin  the  ana- 
lysis of  four  other  cases,  wherein  'this  agent 
proved  most  effectual. 

Case  1.  Habitual  idiopathic  Erysipelas. — 
Mis. aer,  37,  hag  been  subject  to  period- 
ical attacks  of  erysipelas  of  the  head  and 
face.  The  last  attack,  in  spite  of  prompt  and 
well  directed  measure-',  assumed  the  phleg- 
monous tjpe,  wiili  a  deration  of  18  days,  sev- 
eral foints  termin&'mg  jn  suppuration.  Saw 
her  November  1,8'- h,  and  ordered:  — 

B.  Pulv.  ""Jalapse,  B'-?3- 

Ilydrar,   Sub.   Mur.   grs  x. 
To  be  taken  at  once';-  apply    dry    wheate'n 
tl-  ur  to  the    1  art,    covering    the    whole   with 

cotton  wadding. 

7.  P.  M.    No    f.  me  ik  rati  on  :    three   evacua- 
tions )  headache  ;  (ever  \  ihhs\  etc. 
R    lulv.  Nit   Potaefta;        5ss. 
Pulv.  Ipecacuanl '03,       .  £|i. 
Aqua,  gisss. 

A  teapp- 0 j ful  to  be  taken  every  fifteen 
minutes  till  nausea  supervenes,  and  this  ac- 
tion to  1c  kept  up,  by  continuing  the  dose 
once  in  half  Mihour, 


Sodse,  5ij7  Aqua,  gviij . 

20 th.  Very  much  improved;  slept  well :  tu- 
mefaction has  entirely  disappeared  •  no  pain 
nor  fever ;  great  stiffness  and  puckering  of 
the  integuments.  Apply  another  layer  of  Col- 
lodion. 

21st,  The  Collodion  has  been  washed  away 
previous  to  our  visit.  Discharged  cured. 

Case  II.  Idiopathic  Erythema.—  Mr. — — 
cheek  and  left  side  of  the  face  very  much 
swollen  and  painful,  occasioned  by  the  irrita- 
tion of  a  small  pustule  at  the  commissure  of 
the  lips.  Applied  two  thick  coats  of  Collodion, 
and  patient  rode  home  a  distance  of  seven 
miles.  The  next  morning  the  disease  had  dis- 
appeared. 

Case  III.  Idiopathic  Erythema  of  the  lob- 
ules of  the  ears,  extending  to  the  helix  an  el 
tragus,  from  perforations  for  the  insertion  of 
lings.  Applied  one  coat  of  Collodion  j  cure. 

Cases  IV.  V.  Erythema  Pernio. — For  ma- 
ny winters  past,  we  Lave  suffered  severely 
from  Chilblains,  which,  in  spite  of  numerous 
remedies  and  applications,  have  never  entire- 
ly subsided  till  the  return,  of  spring  weather, 
Oar  old  friend  having  ushered  in  his  visit  with 
more  severity  this  season  than  at  any  former 
time,  we  resolved  to  try  the  Collodion;  two 
thiek  coats  were  apphed  wherever  there  was 
tender.;  e-^s  or  redness.  From  that  moment1, 
we  have  felt  nothing  of  that  amotion,  and 
are  hd  to  mlieve  it  radically  cured,  as  wo 
have  had  occasion  to  be  exposed  to  much 
did  and  damp  weather.  A  young  friend  in 
our  Office,  who  was  subject  to  periodical  re- 
turns of    the  tame  very  an 


t' 

'■>  V  I  r  ^  /ir" 


rvf    U. 


0  v 


jomnlain 


cation,  oi 


tias  been  cured  01    11 
Collodion. 

Erysipelas  being  a  de-Sired  inflammatory 
actie-n  of  the  true  skin,  from  engorgement  and 
distension  of  its  capillary  ves^eld,  ami  in  the 
minority  of  cases  b.eing  un-eom plicated  wkh 
constitutions!  disturbance,  it  becomes  evident 
that  the  remedial  rm-a-'mres  should  be  local, 
and.  of  such  a  character  as  to  remove  the  dis- 
tension of  the  capillary  system.  Whether 
these  measures  are— de|L  t'on  by  leeche*,  in- 


84 


NORTHERN  LANCET. 


January 


cisions,  or  punctures  ; — the  application  of  ni- 
trate of  silver  j — tincture  of  iodine ; — solution 
of  sulphate  of  iron  ; — mercurial  ointment,  or 
the  dry  powders  and  cotton,  they  all  tend  to 
two  points — to  exclude  the  air  from  the  affect- 
ed part,  and  to  excite  to  action  the  over-dis- 
tended capillaries.  Whatever  may  be  the  type 
of  the  disease,  whether  simple,  phlegmonous, 
or  oedematous  and  their  complications,  it  is 
at  the  onset  the  same,  and  some  of  the  differ- 
ent applications  we  have  enumerated  are  re- 
sorted to ;  the  general  treatment  to  vary  ac- 
cording to  the  circumstances,  nature,  and  ee- 
Terity  of  the  disease. 

Therefore,  if  the  seat  of  Erysipelas  in  the 
first  instance  is  in  the  skin,  and  that  the  sub- 
jacent cellular  tissue  becomes  secondarily  im- 
plicated, terminating  either  in  phlegmoaoid 
or  oedematous  inflammation,  the  indications 
are,  to  remove  the  congestion,  confine  the  dis- 
ease to  it3  original  site,  and  to  restore  the  im- 
plicated vessels  to  their  normal  condition,  and 
we  know  of  no  better  application  to  fulfill 
these  intentions  than  the  Collodion.  We  con- 
sider it  the  only  application  required  in  sim- 
ple or  traumatic  Erysipelas;  it  will  also  prove 
serviceable  in  the  other  varieties,  the  consti- 
tutional treatment  to  be  regulated  according 
to  the  judgment  of  the  practitioner. 

The  Collodion  in  drying  occasions  consider- 
able retraction  of  the  skin  and  contraction  of 
the  capillary  vessels;  these  results  are  in 
proportion  to  the  quantity  of  Collodion  applied 
and  in  every  one  of  the  above  cases  the  in- 
tense rednes3  disappeared  instantaneously. 
It  is  moreover  persistent  in  its  action,  there- 
by keeping  up  the  same  amount  of  pressure 
and  contraction  for  a  long  time,  forcing  the 
blood  from  the  capillaries,  and  allowing  them 
to  return  to  their  former  dimensions.  Upon 
the  careful  observance  of  these  indications 
depends  the  prompt  and  successful  treatment 
of  all  inflammations  of  the  skin,  whether  of 
the  Erysipelatous  or  Erythemoid  form. 

Pittsburgh,  (N.  Y.)  December.  1850. 


J&gF*  Diminished  size  of  the  nose,  wherein 
it  appears  pointed,  takes  place  in  extreme  de- 
grees of  emaciation;  this  therefore,  as  well 
as  a  pointing  of  the  chin,  is  of  unfavourable 
import.  Sunk  temples  are  the  first  signs  of 
waisting,  as  for  instance  in  consumption  and 
acute  diseases. — Schill.  p.  151. 
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CLINICAL    LECTURES 

Delivered  at  the  Albany  Medical  College 

By  Alden  March,  M.  D.? 

Professor  of  Surgery. 

Reported  for  The   Northern  Lancet  by 

Mr.  Thomas  Lawyer, 


Cases  presented  for  Treatment  on 

Saturday,  November  30,  1850. 

1. — Chronic  conjunctivitis  and  opacity  of 
the  cornea.  2.— Corneitis.  3. —  Lupus.  4. — 
Dressing  of  amputated  finger.  5. — Fracture 
of  the  ulna.  6. — Cutaneous  ulcer  on  the  leg. 
7. — Inflammation  of  the  femur.  8. — Syphilitic 
phagedenic  ulcer  of  the  leg.  9. — Distorted 
ankle.  It). — Talipes  varus.  11. — Opthalmia 
tarsi.  12 — Congenital  erectile  tumor.  13.— 
Anthrax  on  posterior  part  of  neck.  14. —  Dys- 
peptic pharyngitis.  15. — Enlarged  tonsils. 
16.  - —  Pin  removed  from  the  pharynx 
17. — Strabismus.  18. — Rheumatism  of  the 
ankles.  19. — Thickening  of  the  nasal  mem- 
brace. 

December  7,  1850. 

1. — Cancer  of  the  lip.  2. — Chronic  inflam- 
mation of  the  femur.  3. — Cancer  of  the  lip. 
4. — Dressing  of  amputated  finger.  5. — Tali- 
pes varus.  6. — Distortion  of  the  ankle.  7. — 
Talipes  varus.  8. — Inverted  toe  nail.  9. — 
Fracture  of  the  radius  at  its  lower  third.  10.- 
Fracture  of  the  radius  at  its  middle  third.  11- 
Luxation  of  four  months  standing  12. — Sprain- 
ed knee.  13. — Tsenia  capitis.  14  — Exostosis 
of  the  orbit.  15. — Phlegmonous  inflammation 
of  the  arm. 

December  14,  1850. 

1. — Phagedenic  ulcer.  2. —  Dressing  of  am- 
putated linger.  3. — Irregularity  of  the  teeth, 
and  extraction  of  four  roots.  4. — Deformed 
ankle.  5. — Seperation  of  some  of  the  costal 
cartilages.  6. — Talipes  varus.  7. — Fracture 
of  lower  end  of  radius.  8. — Sprain  of  elbow- 
joint.  9. — Dropsy.  10. — Ulcerefcornea.il.- 
Phlegmonou:}  inflammalion. 


NOTE-BOOK. 


6i> 


H  n  I 


BOOK 


OF     P  R  A  C  T I C  A L 

MEDIC1NJE    A.ND    SURGERY. 
[Prepared   expressly   for   the   Lancet.] 

Scirs*Siii3  asid  Caiacer. 
[Continued  from  page  59.] 

Professor  J,  Kkigbt..  of  New  Haven,  make* 
tiie  fo.^owjug  communication  :  '  In  regard  to 
the  result  of  'lie  operation  for  the  reninva]  o' 
scirrht/us  fuiiaours  of  the  breast,  I  am  afraid 
the  %*ff>rntatien  which  S  have  ifs  too  ind<  n^ti- 
to  be  of  much  service.  I  have  removed  very- 
many  such  tumours  ;  bat  in  many  of  the  ease^ 
the  patieiifrs  have  resided  at  such  a  distanc* 
from  me  vli.j t  1  have  only  heard  o£  tljeia  after 
ward*  in  a  very  general  manner,  that  they 
were  living 


or  that  after   a  time  the   d  seat*  j  peared 


upon  by  others,  in  which  the  tumor  may  ba 
called  s&ft  Qaiieer,  to  diysiri^uisb.  i'  from 
H<sirrhBt,  whether  they  were  fungoid,  medul- 
lary, or  any  other  of  the  variaiies  of  this  form 
of  jdisea.se,  there  has  been  a  reiuro  of  it  com- 
monly after  a  short  int  -rval..  and  move  usually 
in  some  of  the  internal  organs  terminated 
Katally  So  most  eases  within  eight  months  af- 
ter the  operation/" 

k'3i.  In  Ike  remaining  class  of  cases,  equal 
■n  number,  1  think,  to  bpth  the  others,  in 
which  there  has  been  a  scirr-hus  tumor  of 
comparatively  slow  growth,  and  witliout.aixy 
aSeetharj  o|'  the  neighb  unng  parts,  the  Bymp- 
oa;S  and  ap|  e^E&nce  (d  the  tumour  being 
those  eoxs-monly  nnDtioned  a*  marks  of  ma- 
■ii.n;incy,  the  pi °opoi  don  of  unlimited  reeov- 
-ro-s  has  been.  as  nearly  as  1  can  arrive  at, 
thou*  o&e  :n  eve;  j  four  or  Jioe  FV;«;n  this' 
number  I  oj  course  ex!  lade  all  those  taoiuors 
rn  which  no  eu»pvCi.oa  vt  malignancy  is    at- 

■  ached. 
few  of  these  cases,  a  tumour  has  ap- 
i  the  cicatrix  following  the  first,    op- 

eratmn,  or  the  immediate  neighborhood,  and 
ba-s  be.en  sueeehsfuily  removed:  arid  in  one 
ease  I  removed  four  such  rumours,  which  ap- 
peared successively  at  intervals  of  about  a 
year,  from  an  old  lady,  whose  mother  had  a 
cancer  on  the  brea»t.  woo  lived   about   eight- 

■  *-n  yts-ars  after  the  last  >  p  -ration,  and  died  of 
»Id  age,  ninety  or  ninety-six  years  old. 

'•In  marry  of  'the :  cases  in  which  the  disease 
has  returned  after  an  operation,  1.  have  been 
confident  that  life  has  been  prolonged  for 
a  c  »nsiderable  period  by  it.  1  am  not  cer- 
;a"n  that  this  has  beed  true  m  any  of  the  ca- 
ses of  snlt  cancer!,  and  in  several  of  them  I 
have    been    confident  that  the  patients  have 


rod  oiore  a: 


returned  and  terminated  fatally.  1  hav* 
found  also  very  great  difiicuby.  in  many  oi 
the  cases  in  determining  satisfactorily  ill* 
precise  character,  of  such  tumours  either  iron 
the  symptoms  #hieh  have  accompanied  theyu 
or  from  any  examination  which  i  coulu  mak^ 
of  thewi  after  their  removal.  With  the  I  it  it*. 
exact  knowledge  which  I  rave  of  such  sub- 
jects, I  have  frequently  doubted  whether  a 
tumo  xt  which  had  been  removed  deserved  to 
be  called  benign  or  malignant. 

i;  I  beleive,  however,  l  cap  state  in  a    gene 
ral  way.  the  following  as  the    results   of  my 
experience :  — 

"It.  1  have  seen  no  eases  of  a  tumour  of 
the  breast^  having  what  are  commonly  consid- 
ered as  the  ordinary  symptoms  of  a  malfgriani 
tumoar,  accompanied  by  a  diseased  state  of 
the  lymphatic    vessels  passing  from  it,    or    oi  i 

the  axillary  glands  in  which  the  disease  did  ' .  Cataract.— The  following  communis- 
nbtrstutn  after  the  or.e.ation,  either  in  neigh-  li:'a  &*P*  lJrot\  Panc^f,  of  Philadelphia, 
boating  part's,  or  in  borne  Oi  the  internal  or-  j  ^^  something  new.  and  is  well  deserving 
gans,  aid  terminal  fatally.  {  ^'e  Mention  o!  the  profession. 

ul  have  operated  iiia"go.d  many  cases,;  ^  siffipte  and  successful  method  oi  disPla= 
removlne-  caietoliraii  the"  nastd  which  an-!  ^no"  'UuvA  oata^sct  by  lateral  traction—  fhe 
peered  to  be-  diseased-"  I  have  declined  EheJ  removal  of  this- op;?  erne  lens  by  the  common 
operation  in  ouite  as  many  $liieh  havla  ai-  ici-'Ucning  process,  when  it  is  luunu  too  n&ru. 
ter ivaros  been  operated  oh  by  other  surgeons;  i  u>  admii  oi  roilb 
pou  in  all  of  vwucli  1  Lave  harried  the  sub-  adrmittejd  t 
sequent  history,  the  rcKalt  has  oetn  the  same  |ra,i  ler-ulcs,    to;    any    ether    piooets.     put   ihs 

"2d.  In  all  cases  noon  which    1  have  oner-   success  attending  this   mode    of  operation   is 
ated  myself,  or  which  1  have  known   operated  j  not  by  any  means   bo  great  as    could   be   o® 


died  sooner  than  ii  no   op- 


eration had  been  performed. 


on    hs  axis,    is,    I    beleive 
e  greatly.,  superior,    in  its  gene- 
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sired.  (alone,  in  all  probability,  the  posterior  wall  of 

In  the  hands  of  the  most  skill  ul  operators,  com- 1 'hat  chamber — and  in  doing  this  the  ciliary 
plete  success  is  not  obta;ned,  perhaps,  in  more    processes  or  the  iris  need  not  be  touched, 
than  six  eases  out  of  seven,  the  general  aver         The  needle  after  being  made  to  divide  the 
age  being  infinitely  below  this.  capsule  of  the  lens  in  the  usual  manner,  is  to 

The  causes  of  failure  may    be   said  to  con-    have  its  hooked  part    sunk  into  the  centre  of 


sist  in  the  subsequent  re-elevation  of  the  cat- 
aract; in  the  violent  rupture  pf  the  delicate 
mechanical  connections  of  the  inner  tunics  of 
the  ball  made  at  the  time  of  operation  :  in 
the  injury  of  the  iris  and  ciliary  processes  in- 
flicted by  the  needle,  or  caused  by  the  press- 
ure of  the  lens,  couched  improperly  so  as  to 
press  against  the  sensitive  and  probably  mus- 
cular structures  ;  in  severe  disorganizing  in- 
flammation speed  ly  following  the  operation 
or  one  of  more  chronic  character  which  fi- 
nally leaves  the  retina  amaurotic. 

I  have,  for  a  ooasiderable  time,  been  care- 
fully engaged  in  endeavouring  to  find  a  place 
by  which  I  could  as  far  as  possible  diminish 
these  risks,  arid  increase  the  average  of  suc- 
cessful casts  Tie  following  method;  which 
so  ar  as  I  am  aware,  \  in  its  man  features  a 
new  tne.  I  have  practised  during  the  last  two 
years  in  about  twenty  cases  of  (jar  1  cataract, 
without  ary  permanent  failure,  and  with  sur- 
prisingly little'  and  in  most  instances  no  ap- 
parent pain  of  inflamation. 

In  the  tii sf  place,  I  keep  the  iris,  for  several 
day*  previous  to  the  operation, thoroughly  dila- 
ted by  the  application  of  belladonna.  I  next 
carefully  avoid  the  inseition  of  the  needle 
at  the  point  commonly  directed,  three-twen- 
tieths of  an  inch  behind  the  junction  of  the 
cornea  with  the  sclerotica,  for  I  beleive  this  is 
done  at  imminent  risk  of  wounding  the  sen- 
sative  ciliary  body.  I  adopt  the  opeiation 
of  byalonixis,  puncturing  the  sclerotic  coat  at 
a  distance  nearly  equal  to  the  diameter  of  the 
lens  behind  the  margin  of  the  cornea. 

The  needle  I  employ  is  modelled  after  that 
of  Scarpa  but  with  a  longer  and  mere  sudden 
curve  and  reduced  to  the  smallest  size  allow- 
able in  order  to  have  it  to  pt  ss  through  the 
sclerotic  coat,  so  that  I  may,  with  its  dimin- 
ished bulk,  disturb  as  little  as  possible  the 
interior  structures  of  the  ball  A  curve  of 
the  reedle  almost  amounting  to  a  rectangu- 
lar turn  1  deem  indispensable. 

The  needle,  after  it  has  entered  the  hyaloi  d 
humour,  is  carried  forward  in  the  usual  man- 
ner, eo  as  to  break  between  the  edge  of  the 


the  lens.  The  lens  instead  of  being  pressed 
down  as  in  the  ordinary  process  of  couching 
is  to  be  gradually  drawn  hoiiz<m tally  back- 
wards; through  the  same  track  by  which  the 
needle  has  passed,  to  the  place  of  puncture 
mare  in  the  sclerotic  coat,  the  handle  is  then  to 
be  d  pressed  and  the  needle  detached  from  tho 
eye.  By  this  process  the  eye  is  as  little  dis- 
turbed as  possible,  and  the  lens  rests  in  the 
interior  of  the  hyaloid  tunic,  and  not  in  con- 
tact with  either  one  of  the  more  de/k-a  e^truc. 
lures  of  the  ball  the  iris,  the  ciliary  body,  or 
the  retina,  and  with  no  tendency  to  resume 
its  old  position. 

In  the  same  way  and  with  the  same  success 
I  have  several  times  d  splaeed  secondary  cap- 
sular cataracts.  If  the  lens  proves  to  be  soft, 
it  cannot,  of  course,  be  displaced,  but  may 
readily  with  the  same  needle  be  broken  up  in 
its  bed:  Occasionally,  where  the  lent*  ha,-  been 
large  1  have  failed  in  drawing  it  horizontally 
backwards,  in  the  gap  made  by  the  needle,  and 
have  been  obliged  to  couch  it  in  the  usual 
manner. 

But  in  tho  hard  cataracts  of  old  persons, 
the  kind  that  we  have  perhaps  most  frequently 
to  deal  with,  and  which  are  usually  diminish- 
ed in  size,  the  displacement  by  this  process 
with  a  needle  of  the  kind  described  will  be 
found  an  easy  and  satisfactory  operation. — 
Trans,  of  American  Med.  Association,  p.  365. 


Strophulus. — William  Burn,  aged  1  year 
9  month*,  has  been  fed  carlessly  by  the  moth- 
er, and  his  bowels  neglected.  The  child  has 
papular  eruption.  This  is  a  casj  o--  Strophu- 
lus consisting  of  pimples  on  ihe  face,  neck, 
arms.  &c  ,  and  some  times  on  other  portions 
oi'  the  body,  the  pimples  are  occasionally  of 
a  whitish  hue,  known  as  Strophulus  Albinus; 
at  other  times  they  assume  a  florid  appear- 
ance, tnown  as  the  ordinary  red  gum.  Stroph- 
ulus is  usually  traceable  to  improper  diet, 
a.;rid  secretions,  dentition,  &3.  In  the  pres- 
ent case,  the  eruption  is  unattended  by  fever. 
Attention  to  the  bowels  and  diet  will  soon  re- 
leive  it.  The  diet  to  consist  of  barley  water, 
rice  water,    milk,    beef  or  chicken  tea  three 


times  a  week.  Treatment  by  small  doses  of 
lens  and  ciliary  body  into  the  aqueous  chain-  |  calomel  and  magnesia.— Dr.  Bedford.— -New 
bar  at  a.  point  where  the  hyaloid  tunic   forms  I  York,  Medical  Gazette 
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PLATTSBURGH,  JANUARY,   1851. 
"  Truth  without  Fear.  " 


WINDHAM    COUNTY    DEMOCRAT, 


"The  Northern  Lancet  is  rich  in  its  profes- 
sional readings,  and  comic  as  ever  in  its  phi- 
Tosoj  hy  of  womans's  moral  constitution.  Dr. 
Nelson  must  be  a    motherless    and    sister-less   ()f  subscription  we  adopt  d,  as  much  as  to  the 


THIRD  VOLUME  OF  THE  LANCET. 

Two  more  numbers  will  complete  the  se- 
cond Volume,  and  the  firsc  year  of  the  public- 
ation of  the  Northern  Lancet.  Fully  im- 
pressed that  periodical  Medical  Literature, 
whatever  m;ght  be  its  excellence,  limited  it- 
self to  a  narrow  circle  of  readers  by  the  terms 
of  subscription,  thereby  debarring  most  prac- 
titioners of  the  advantages  resulting  from  the 
perusal  of  more  than  one  periodical  ;  first  in 
the  field.,  we  established  the  Lancet,  a  large 
monthly  Journal,  on  the  Dollar  plan,  and  our 
success  may  he  inferred  when  we  state,  that 
near  Eigitteen  hundred  subscribers  from 
all  pans  of  the  Union  and  of  the  British  Pro- 
vinces, have  promptly  extended  their  support 
(o  our  publication.  Nf>r  are  we  disposed  to  at- 
tribute this  result  solely  to    the  nominal   rate 


bachelor 

It  was  not  without  some  little  satisfaction 
that  we  have  read  the  above  passage  in  Mrs. 
Nichols'  able  and  spirited  paper  of  the  4th 
of  last  month.  Our  fair  friend  mu-t  certainly 
have  placed  an  erroneous  construction  upon 
our  ¥.s<*j>*  or;  the  'Moral  and  Physical  S\s 
tern.1'  The  subject  was  indeed  a  most  agreable 
one,  and  would  require  a  far  more  competent 
pen  than  ours,  to  do  it  merited  justice.  We 
have  but  worked  a  few  thoughts  upon  the 
warp  laid  out  by  Bordeu,  with  no  other  con- 
sideration in  view,  than  that  of  Woman  in 
her  moral  and  physical  a  tributes,  and  hav- 
ing the  reader  who  v:ews  the  subject  in  the 
same  light  that  we  treat  it — philosophically 
and  physiologically,  to.  draw  tneir  own  con- 
clusions. 

From  Mrs  Nichols1  remarks,  we  should 
fancy  ourself  guilty  of  serious  offence  to- 
wards the  fair  sex,  and  we  are  the  more  in- 
clined in  our  belief,  from  the  supposition  ex 
pressed  in  the  last  two  lines  of  the  above  quo 
tation.  However,  we  dissent  tote  czlo  from 
the  insinuation;  we  have- a  "better  half.1' 
mother  and  sisters,  and  some  dozen  female  re- 
lations, old  and  young,  married  and  single, 
and  if  our  ideas  are   comic  or  erroneous,  they 

are  not  to  be  attributed,  as  our  friend  i.    die-   ■,  ^      B  R  I      I  S  H      AND      F  ORE  IG  i 
posed  to  believe,  to  the  want  of  female  triend- 

ship  and  society.  We  have  discontinued  our  MED1C0-CHIRURCICAL  REVIEW. 
Essays  for  the  present,  consulting  the  inter-  We  have  received  from  Messrs.  R,  &  G  .S. 
est  of  the  great  majority  of  our  Readers  who  Wood,  Medical  publishers,  their  reprint  of 
are  practitioners.  | tne  October  No.  of  this  valuable  Journal.  An 

We  should  be  pleased  with  the  Democrat's  '  existence  of  nearly  twenty  years,  and  the  ac- 
visits  a  little  more  frequently,  than  "semi-  j  credited  organ  of  every  thing  pertaining  to 
occasionally."  N#     !  medical  literature ;  enlisting  an  able  body  of 

i 


characteristic  and  prominent  feature  of  the 
Lancet — Medical  Jurisprudence — a  depart- 
ment of  Medical  E  lucation  that  had  never  re- 
ceived the  attention  ite  importance  required 
from  the  profession.  We  have  also  presented 
our  Readers  with  a  monthly  abstract  of  the 
medical  intelligence  of  the  day,  while  our 
Original  Depar-ment  will  bid  lair  with  that 
of  our  Contemporaries; 

With  this  number  we  issue  the  Prospectus 
of  our  Third  Volume,  which  will  be  publisfted 
^arly  in  March,  for  the  Volume  commeocing 
in  April.  We  refer  our  Readers  to  the  new 
features  and  improvements  we  will  introduce 
in  the  ensuing  Volume.  The  s^z3  of  the  page 
will  be  reduced  to  that  of  oilier  Medical  Jour- 
nal-»,  and  each  number  will  contain  from  44 
to  5£  octavo  piges,  making  two  Volumes  a 
year  of  300  pages  each,  at  $1  a  year,  in  ad- 
vance. 

The  publishing  and  general  editorial  man- 
agement will  continue  as  heretofore,  under 
our  direction,  and  neither  labor,  time  and  ex- 
pense will  be  spared  to  make  the  Northern 
Lancet  not  only  the  clieapest,  but  the 
most  practical  Journal  of  the  day.  N. 
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contributors  to  furnish    Analytical  ancl    C  i    -  jth*  1  251  who  ha  e  be  d  d  aw  barged-  745  have 
<jal  Reviews  of  alt  the  eew     publications^    Bi4re cove  red-- equal  ,-...  58.37  her  cent     Of  those 

blWraphie^Jacftic^  of  minor  -.,-■-.    togetb-  |Tjac*d  a". th^  A:>lsi,a    W^V**   m,,pthVf 

^,      -.  .  ,  the  attack,  nearly  n me  tenth*  nave recovered." 

er  with  ^  large  portion  o    each  number  deyof- j     „.  ,:  ,  -, 

, -.    I,  r.  ,  ,■    .    3        I  he  income  oi    the  past  year    has  exceeded 

ed  to  me    re -publication  of   art  eles    sekcted  I  ,  ,.  -*»--•   i  a 

.  ,"  .  .  .     |  the  expenditures  $3.-1  19. 

from  the  medical  press   in  general,  stamp  the;  :  "  • 

-o  -i  '    r        «•'''  ~'i  j  c  i   PCatalogue    qt   the    Trustees     Teachers   smi 

Heview  with  an    order  of  merit    and    useful- 1    "       .  ry,   "   c,     na^es     i^w-^a    sua 

■    ,        .  ,  .  .      !    Students  of  •  mtt-sbartfn    Academy,    for    the 

iiess  seldom  to  be  round  combined  in    any  sm-j   Year  eT,rjjno-  NovemVr  185® 

gle  periodical.  j      Tliere  are  but  few  literary  lns£iin\tich8  that 

The  Review  will  form  a  most  valuable  and  :  ,aa  b<Mt  of  a  ^^  de*nrdRg  and  r,rosr:erou8 
welcome  addition  to  our  already  large  and condition  than  our  Academy  The  common- 
increasing  Exchange  List.  In  is  .  pubLshed  icy  &nd  devotcdnes?  of  th&  six  Teachers;  the 
quarterly,  atfl  Fear!  street.  New  T^^Jthorongh.^  practical  course  of  study;'  the 
$3  a  year;  in  advance,  i..      ;  racili?y  f()r  imparting  ftetewrfwfij   and  the  at- 

— —  j  tenters  paid  to  ip%  comfort  and  health  of  the 

.•iiittvriA  viW&irt     t\f     rwniii'  mn    ro^r/iar  ;  ^cni'!ar-   VVii'  a"  iPBgyas  the  present  a&je  ana 
ILLOoiRATiUNa    Or     &YPhlLlTIC    BiSEASt,  experienced    Principal  J«hn    S.    D.    Taylor 

A.  Hart,  (late  Carey  &  Haki.)  P&iladel-  E-o  ,  has  the  direction  pjptbe  Academy.  prove 
phia  will  publish  early  this  month.  ;  Plustra*  to  he  one  of  the  very  Best  under  "all  respects 
tione  pf  Syphilitic  Disease,  by  Philip  Ricokd,  jn  this  State  The  number  el  Scholars  in  at- 
M.  D,  P  ,  &o.  Translated  from  the  French  by  tendance  during  the  last  year,  was  770 
TiKoiAS  F.  Betton,  M.  D.,  M.  A.  N.  S  ,  &j.  .  qaTA  i0GWK  0f  the  Officers  and  Students  of  the 
Vv'ith  the  aad*tion  of  a.  History  of  Syphilis,!  Pebj^e-s  Academy,  in  Mofris-vdlej  Yt.5  for 
and  a  complete  Bibliography  anil  Formulary1  the  Year  e%dipg  November  1850. 
of  Remedies.  Collated  a^d  arranged  by  Paul  This  Academy  founded  in  1847,  numbered 
B.  Goddard,  JU  .D.  vViUiF;iy  large  qu^rto.l7«'iti|den1?3.  We  are  pleased  to  read  the 
Plates,  comprising  117  beautifully  colored  ^me  of  Ariel  Hvltcn.  M  D,  as  lecturer 
Illustrations?."'  on  Anatomy   and  Physiology.  This  is    a    new 

The  well  kno^n  reputation  of  the  Author,  feature    in    Academic   instruction,     and    one 

and  the  unrivalled  and  exrensive    field  of  oh-  winch  we    trust,  will  at  no    distant   day  fonfe 

servation  and  experience  afforded  by  the  great  a.  parr,  o'?  the  curriculum  followed  in  all   iite:- 

Venereal  Hospital  of  Paris  art  the  ^guaranties  a  J  las-iitgi.tKms. 

of  the  intrinbic  merits  of  a  work,  which,   withj  DicnoirAAy  of  Mechanics,    Engine -vorl:   and 

the  additions  hy   the    Amtrican    Editor,    will;    f^PW^fe D   ^Appleto^    and    Company, 

ti  ,  .  .     ,!    ruoiisherH,  r*ew  s-ork 

rnaKe    it   the   mofet   complete  and    practical 

Treatise  ever  issued  from  the   Home  or   For- 


We  have  rece  ved    .Parts  1  to    20.    formin 


, ,    ;•     ,  r,  kt  "-     tue  first -"Volume  ot  mis  truly  great     and  most 

ei£Q  medical  Press.  N,  .     ,        ,        ~.       ,       -  fe      .     rf~ 

!  prae-iical  w,  i;k.    Urn,  Viliicne  contains  yoiL<  eta- 

EDITOR ?8  BOOK-T  ABLE,         j ; "  ^^  a;,d  is ill^rf™  ■  ^"h  2255  ^]? 

I  executed   esgravmga-.    vv-e    nave    already    ex- 
pressed  oar  opinion  o!  the  b i y. b  claims  of   this 

V,  A  -,  r  ,,      r.   /S^  Dictionary  tosthe    patronage    l>f  every    man, 

Fourteenth  Annual  report  of  the  uirectnrs  J  i  -  to  - 

i  d  Superintendent  of  the  Vermont  A^ylurn   professional  or  not,    ar,d  having  eteiy  exam- 

for  the  Insane^  Sep  emher,  1850.  ;  ined  the  iirM  v. lame,    we  are  the  more  dispose 

This  flourishitfj:    InStitutloa     located  in  the  ed   to  con-ioer  it  as  the     most    valuable  work 

pleasant  village  o]  Bra'ttleboro'i    is  under    the  irstied  from  ike  American  Press 

direction  of  an  tf^eien-t  corps  of  Officers,    tl  Twenty- more  parts  "wilt  complete  this    Dic- 

Superintendvnt  ai:d  Physician  being    Br.    VV    itlonary;  at  25x?enia  apart.  N. 

H.    Rockwell,    one   ot    the    most   prumihent'!  ......  ^ - .--—.— 

phywdaDS  of   VermoAt.  '1  he   success    of   the!         1$  !         ERS  ASO  CORRESPONDENTS., 

treatment  piirsue'd  at  this  Asylum    is   brofed!     Dr-  ^^v-'i(  -•  *¥  --^  ;'  ,;    ru    'o    •- ^^g 

:,     X.,,'  ,  imber.   Shouwl -ani    o!    our    bubsonbers  nus 

oy  the  following  extract :~-  :v(  :.  li^nh{fsS    1>v   in,wli  iog  u?  ^. 

'•Sincethe    opening   of   the    Asyjum    I  they  wili  be  replaced, 

have    been    tdmitted,    1231    have    been    dis-l      :,  Un*  k^m  Dr.  Math?. ws,  of 

charged,    and  328  remain  in   the    mijtituiii  i*faoko»\iik-,  Indiana,, iand  ir-om   Or.  O'Avi- 

'.n  the  1,009    who   have  been   adniibifed    745,.jfGN0JL,' h a ve  been ^received,    and  will  aupearjn 
have  recovered— equal  to  4u  30  per  cent.    OFjqui  oe.x1  Mnraber 
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Lecture  VIII.  [Continued.] 

The  term  of  Uterine  Gestation. — 1.  Prema- 
ture Labor.  2.  Protracted  Gestation.— Med- 
ical Opinions  in  favor  of  the  possible  exten- 
sion of  Uterine  Gestation. — The  Gardner 
Peerage  Case. — Opinion  of  the  Lecturer  a- 
gainst  the  Possibility  of  the  Protraction  for 
many  Days  over  Forty  Weekt — Legal  De 
cisions  in  cases  of  Protraction. —  [Decisions 
in  the  United  States  ] 

In  a  case  tried  at  Lancaster,  some 
years  ago,  the  legitimacy  was  allowed 
because  the  extension  of  the  gestation 
over  the  natural  period  was  only  four 
da  vs.     This  was  the  case  of  Anderton 


v.  Whitaker,  and  no  person  could  find 
fault  with  the  decision  ;  but  I  must  con- 
tend, that  an  aberration  so  great  as  three 
hundred  days  ought  to  be  regarded  as  a 
case  of  illegitimacy    by  our    profession, 
however  the  judges  may   decide.     It  is 
also  to  be  kept  in    view  that    very   few, 
indeed  of  the    recorded    cases    of  sup- 
posed protracted  gestation    have  occur- 
red inwonen  living  w'rfijlheir  husbands 
— a  fact  which  my  respect  and  admira- 
tion of  the    virtues  of  the    female  sex 
makes  me  reluctant  to  mention,  were  it 
not  essential  that  nothing    should  stand 
in  the  way  of  the  establishment  of  truth. 
In  noticing  the  contradictory  opinions 
on   the    Gardner    peerage    question,   I 
intended  to  have  read    to  you   some   of 
the  evidence,  and  commented    upon    it, 
but  this  would  occupy  too  much  of  your 
time,    and,    therefore,    I    shall     merely 
mention  one  fact    respecting  it,    to    de- 
monstrate to  yon  the  difficulty    of  deci- 
ding upon  even  apparently  fair  evidence 
unless  we    happen    to  get   behind    the 
curtain,  and  witness  the  unsound   foun- 
dation upon  which  it   is  often  raised. — - 
Dr.   Montgomery,   in    support    of    this 
opinion  of  the  possibility  of  greatly  pro- 
tracted    uterine    gestation,    quotes    the 
cases  related  of  Dulignac,  FonERE,and 
Dr.  Granville,  which  occurred  in  their 
own  wives,  as  entitled  to  great  attention. 
I  can  say  nothing   of  the   two   former, 
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but  from  v\hnt  I  know  respecting  the  'immediately  after  the  death  of  the  first 
hitter,  I  will  state  to  you,  how  the  real  and  bore  a  child  forty  weeks  and  eleven 
value  of  such  testimony  may  be  easily  days  after  his  death.  This  child  was 
appreciated.  properly  held  to  be  the  child  of  the    £e- 

[t  is  slated  in  the  evidence  of  Dr.  ■  cond  husband.  But  in  another  case, 
Granville,  that  I  was  called  in  to  at-  quoted  in  Haughave's  notes  on  "Coke 
end  his  wife,  and  arrived  iu  lime  to  re-  upon  Littleton, 'T  an  opposite  decision 
move  the  placenta  ;  this  is  true,  But  was  delivered  : — Tec  bar  marries  a  let&d 
when  the  Doctor  proceeds  to  say  that  I  woman  hot  she  does  not  cohabit  with 
confirmed  Hie  opinion  of  the  child  be-  him  is  suspected  of  incontinancy  with 
ing  the  result  of  protracted  gestation, .,  Buncombe  ;  Thecau  dies  ;  Dun  come*:, 
he  is  taking  advantage  of  a  mere  joeu-;  within  three  weeks  after  the  death 
Iar  remark  on  the  plump  appearence  of  of  Thecar,  marries  her;  two  hun- 
the  infant,  which  I  happened  to  make,  dred  and  eighty-one  dsys  and  six- 
without  the  least  reference  to  the  period  teen  hours  sfter  his  death  she  is  deliv- 
af  gestation.  :  ered  of  a  son.      Here  it  was  agreed,    I. 

With  respect  to  the  evidence  of  pa-  That  if  she  had  not  married  Duncombe, 
ternity  founded  upon  family  likeness,  jw  about  question  the  issue  should  not 
notwithstanding  the  opinion  ol  Lord  he  a  bastard,  but  shonkl  !>e  abjudged 
Mansfield,  which  I  quoted  to  you,  I  the  son  of  Thecar.  2.  No  averemenf 
have  no  hesitation  it)  saving  that  it  is  shall  be  received  that  Thecar  did  not 
too  vague  to  bedepended  upon.  With  cohabit  with,  his  wife'.  3.  Though  it  is 
regard  to  color,  it  is  not  necessary  to  possible  that  the  son  might  be  begotten 
say  that  no  evidence  would  have  much 'after  the  husband's  death  ;  yet  being  a 
weight  that  should  tend  to  support  the  ;  quest  ion  of  fact,  it  was  tried  by  a  jury, 
possibility  of  a  mulatto  being  the  off- :  and  the  son  was  found  to  be  the  son  of 
spring  of  a  white  man  and  a  white  wo- j  Thecar.  "  Now  Gentlemen,  this  may 
man.  ;  be  excellent  law  ;  but  unless  the  eircuru- 

The  next  question  connected  with  stances  of  the  case  could  prove  thai 
legitimacy  arises  out  of  the  circumstance  cohabitation  took  place  between  Tbec- 
of  a  widow  marrying  within  a  month  ar  and  his  wife  on  the  day  of  his  death 
after  the  death  of  her  husband. — a  which  is  not  very  probable,  unless  he 
shameless  act,  which  has  been  commit-  was  murdered,  or  c&etf  in  a  fit  of  apo- 
ted  by  more  women  than  the  Queen  of  plexy.  the  probability  is,  that  the  child 
Denmark,  who,  in  the  words  ot  Ham-  [  was  the  offspring  of  Duncomfe.  An 
let,  married  equal  difficulty  occurs  when  the  child  Is 

."-.Within  a  month,  jborn   within  (he    forty    weeks    after  the 


i-   i      r  »i,o  kae'iMrrUiiU'ii    w  Inch  dfeU  rmine   mat urn y  a nd  i m mam- 

ion  is.   to  which  ot  the  Unsound*  does  it   .  «  J        ..       

'  -,     »t  r  ,\    t    ,    r.     ttv  :   for  }    tie  sta  e  of  the  child  corrcs- 

belong?.   Now,  il  we  suppose  that   con-  "J  '  ,        ,     .      ■  .  f 

•       I       *i  i     n    L  ,Ko  ,.PM,  .inv  '  P""<    viiih  the    tune    ol   conception,    at 

cent  ion  has  taken  place  on  the  \ery  day    I  .  ' 


the  latest    period  at  which  it  could  hap- 


i  i  <i  ~  ^^.i     .,.,,1,    ;»vic      wasreieiieo  o>  muii    ai  "?<-  """''n 

courts,  however,  leave  the  point    nude-,  .  v         " 

•1    it  :    1  iL  iaiK  «f  R.nn  mn!  the  existence  i>(   the  plague  at    Naples. 

ruled.   In  acase  in  ihe  lotho!  Kicuako  .'     n      t.nilirr   u,\,, 

11  ■.u^mHii1,.clv.nr   One    Antoing    married  a    young   h.dy 

11.   a  woman  married  a  second  nftsoami  * 
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named  Jeronime,    and    on    the   second  j 
day  afier  his  marriage  died  of  the  plague.  j 
The  widow,  hating  obtained  a  di^pensa-  ; 
lion,    married,   immediately  afterwards, 
<we  Anjello^  and  at  the  end  of  273  days 
after  the  consummation  of  her  marriage 
with  Antoine,  and  26S  after  that   with.: 
A  niello,  she  was  delivered  of  a  child. 
The  question  was,  whether  Antoine  or 
Aneillo   was  the   father  of  this  infant. 
Zacchias,   to   whom  this   was  referred, 
having  found  that  the  first  husband  was 
a  feeble  man,  and  the  marriage  a  forced 
one  on  the  part  of  the  female,   although 
the  lady  declared  that  the  first  eonstim-  j 
mation Was  attended   with   a  discharge; 
of  blood,  vvhieh  slightly  returned  in   her 
*\  i  (I  ow  kpQ& ,  b  u  t  n  e  v  er  S  f ter   t  h  e  s  e  co  n  d  ; 
marriage,  yet  decided  in  favor  of  Aniel-  I 
s,o.   Now,  in  this  ease,  I  cannot  see   the  j 
prounds     on   which   Zacciiias   founded  i 
his  opinion,  for  he  had   no   right   to  as-i 
sume  the  incapacity  of  Antoine  merely  j 
because  he  was  weak,  nor  to  ascribe  (lie 
suppression  of  the  catemenia  to  disgust  i 
<§n  the  p-iirt  of  Jeronime.  Two  davs  pas- 1 
sed    after   Antoine  cohabited  with   his  j 
wife,    before   he  died  ;  and   we  cannot 
suppose  that  the  widow  did,  even   after 
obtaining  a  dispensation,  married  before  j 
?he  good   man    was    buried,    so   ttiat   if 
seven  days  elapsed,- the  child  must  have 
J*een  born  fourteen  days  at  least    before 
its  time,    had    it    been  the    progeny    of 
Aniello.     I   would    have  decided    for 
Antoine. 

Upon  the  whole  it  is  evident  that  the 
question  of  legitimacy,  or  succession  of 
inheritance  so  far  as  regards  tiie  pro- 
traction of  uterine  gestation,  is  stiil  un- 
decided ;  and  the  legal  decisions  have 
been  regulated  more  upon  general  evi- 
dence thaia  t'itat  of  medical  witnesses, 
because  the  evidence  furnished  by  them 
staas  been  in  fnost  instances  contradicto- 
ry that  it  has  afforded  no  grounds  for  a 
decisive  opinion  to  be  formed  by  the  I 
courts.  This  is  Ifiily  to  be  lamented; 
and  we  can  only  hope  that  future  obser- ! 
vations  will  enable  the  profession  to  be 
more  unanimous  than  hitherto  on  so 
important  a  subject.  The  difficulties, ! 
however,  in  the  way  of  such  unanimity1 


are,  indeed,  almost  insurmountable. — 
As  the  calculations  of  women  are  not 
to  be  depended  upon,  and  the  means  of 
ascertaining  the  precise  time  of  concep- 
tion are  so  uncertain,  and  so  unlikely 
to  be  attained,  how  can  we  expect  that 
accuracy  which  alone  can  decide  the 
question  ?  In  all  cases  of  this  kind, 
therefore,  in  which  your  opinions  may 
be  demanded,  I  would  recomend  you 
to  be  guided  by  your  own  experience; 
and  beyond  that  to  decline  throwing 
the  weight  of  your  authority  into  either 
scale. 

[  Dr.  Lee  in  his  u  Guys1  Forensic  Medi- 
cme^  (p.  207.")  sta'es  that  the  weight  of 
medics!  authority  in  this  country  is  decidedly 
in  favour  of  the  occasional  extension  of  the 
ntcro-gestation.  Arnorg  other  medical  men 
who  have  bec<>m«  convinced  of  the  truth  of 
this  doctrine  from  their  own  pergonal  observa- 
tion, we  may  name  Dewces,  Hodges.  Francis, 
Mott,  M'cLanej  etc.  1  he  last  ramed  gentle- 
man communicated  to  Dr.  Lee  a  well  authen- 
ticated case,  which  occurred  in  his  own  prac- 
tice, whi-n  the  period  of  gestation  was  pro- 
tracted to  ten  calender  months  A  case  of 
equal  durit'on  came  und-er  Dv.  Lee's  own  ob- 
servation within  a  few  -years  past.  In  the 
Gardner- Peerage  case,  Drs.  Granville.  Con- 
quest, Blunde1!,  Meraiman,  Power,  Hopkins, 
Denni.^on.  H.  Davis  EHiotson, Sabine,  Glbitmo- 
clts,  and  Hawkes  declared  their  belief  in  the 
doc*  rice  of  prot) acted  gestation,  and  to  theee 
we  may  add  the  names  of  Collins,  Ryan, 
Campbell,  Smdlie,  etc.  In  the  trial  of  the 
Ri  v.  'Mr.  Van  Zandt,  at  Rochester,  some 
ten  years  ago.  several  -of  the  most  d'stin- 
iUiisbed  physicians  in  this  State  gave  their 
testimony  in  favor  of  the  tame  doctrine. — 
Wc.  Lee  concludes  by  saying  :  "  On  the  whole 
we  regard  this  question  as  one  in  which  there 
Is  a  large  amount  of  positive  testimony  on 
the  one  side,  and  nothing  but  negative  on  the 
other;  it  would  therefore  be  contrary  to  all 
rules  of  just  philosophizing  to  allow  the  latter 
to  out-weigh  the  former.  The  doctrine  of 
protracted  utero-gestation,  therefore,  13  one 
which  we  think  ought  to  be  considered  as 
fully  established/' 

Dr.  Beck  (vol.  1  p  496.  6>A  ed.)  acknowlT 
edges  himself  in  the  minority,    with    respect 
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to  this  opinion,  and  remarks  that  "it  may 
prove  a  happy  circumstance  that  we  have  no 
laws  on  this  subject.  Juries  will  generally 
dispose  justly  in  suspicious  cases."  The 
quesiion  of  protracted  gestation  is  often  raised 
in  this  country,  especially  with  reference  to 
the  paternity  of  bastard  children  borne  by 
single  females.  Two  cases  are  on  record  and 
quoted  in  Griffi  h's  '■'  Taylor's  Medical  Juris- 
prudence," (p.  4.85.  2d  ed.)  showing  that  great 
latitude  is  allowed  by  the  Courts  who  charged 
the  juries  that,  although  unusual  and  improb- 
able, extreme  lengths  of  gestation  were  not 
impossible.  In  a  Pennsylvania  case  (  Com- 
monwealth \.  Porter.)  legitimacy  was  allowed 
wheTe  gestation  extended  to  forty  five  weeks 
and  two  days. 

The  following  are  the  decisions  of  the  A- 
merican  Courts  touching  this  subject :  — 

A  husband,  absenting  himself  seven  years 
is  presumed  to  be  deal,  unless  the  contrary 
is  shown;  and  if  the  wife  have  a  child  by  an- 
other, that  other  is  liable  under  the  bastardy 
proces*. — Hall  v.  Commonwealth,  Hardin's 
Kentucky  Rep.  797.  See  also  Davis  v.  Salis- 
bury, 1  Day,  Conn.  Rep.  278. 

But  the  bastard  act  of  Kentucky  applies 
to  single  women  only  and  there  can  be  no 
valid  judgment  of  paternity  for  the  child  of 
a  feme  covert,  though  she  has  abandoned  her 
husband.  Sword  v.  Nestor,  3  Dana,  453.  S. 
P.   in  Vermont        Gaffrey  v.  Austin.  8  Verm 


Munf.  599. 

By  the  common  law  a  bastard  is  incapable 
of  inheriting;  and  none  but  legitimate  child- 
ren can  derive  property  from  him  by  inherit- 
ance. Cooley  v.  Dewey,  4  Pick.  Mass.  R.  93 ; 
Barwick  v.  Miller,  4  Desaus.  434 ;  Stover  v. 
Boswell,  3  Dana.  233.  The  Statutes  of  Mass. 
prior  to  that  of  1828,  c.  139,  did  not  alter  the 
common  law.  4  Pick.  93.  See  also  Flintham 
Holden,  1  Dev.  Eq  R  345.  In  South  Carolina 
the  Statute  of  1791,  concerning  the  division 
of  intestate  estates,  has  not  altered  the  com- 
mon law.  4  Desaus.  434.  But  the  Statute  of 
Connecticut  is  held  to  have  changed  the  com- 
mon law,  and  the  child  inherits  the  mother's 
real  estate.  Heath  v  White,  5  Conn.  228.  See 
also  2  Root,  Mass.  R.  280:  1  Dev.  N.  Carolin. 
Eq  R.  315;  4  Detraus.  N.  C.  Rep.  139;  3  H 
&  M.  Va.  R.  225,  228,  229,  notes',  5  Wheat. 
207  ;  5  Call.  143.  3  Dana  233;  Mass.  Rev.  S; 
c.  61.  g  §2  3;  2  Grafct.  Va.  R.  203;  9  Ala.  965; 
6  Blackf.  533;  (  How.  Miss  107;  4  Ired.  480.] 

Our  next  subject,  ambiguity  of  sex, 
is  one  in  which  medical  evidence  is 
undoubtedly  required.  It  comprehends 
three  objects  of  physiological  investiga- 
tion.—  1.  Malformation  of  the  male 
and  female  generative  organs  ;  2  Mal- 
formation of  a  nature  although  they  af- 
ford no  grounds  for  the  opinion  of  a 
mixed  sex,  yet  are  of  a  character  to 
cause  the  individuals  to  be  regarded  as 
neuter  ;  3.    Malformation    which  afford 


70.      And   in  Indiana,    Poulk  v.    Slocum,   3 

Blackf.  424.     But  when  the  mother  makes  I  reason  for  the  persons  displaying  them 

complaint  for  the  process,  it  is  not  necessary 

that  she  should   swear   that   che  is  a   single 

woman.     Robie  v.  McNiece,  7  Verm.  419. 

Courts  will  presume  the  legitimacy  of  a 
child,  on  slight  proof,  after  the  lapse  of  30 
years,  and  after  death  of  the  parents  and  child. 
Johnson  v.  Johnson,  1  Desaus.  597.  A  child 
born  during  marriage  may  be  proved  to  be  a 
bastard — first,  by  the  evidence  of  the  hus- 
band's inability  ;  2dly,  by  proof  of  non  ac- 
cess to  his  wife  ;  3dly,  by  proof  that  the  child 


was  born  out  of  due  time ;  or  4thly,  that  it 
was  born  during  her  open  cohabitation  with 
another  man;  and  was  considered  ille 
gitimate  by  the  family,  Commonwealth  v. 
Strieker,  1  Browne,  Appx.  XLII.  See,  3  Hawks, 
623;  1  Ashm.  269;  2  Yeates,  289;  Stegall 
T.  Sttgall,   2    Brock.  256;    2  Munf.  442;    3 


to  be  regarded  as  of  a  mixed  sex.  al- 
though the  organs  be  not  completed  as 
to  warrant  the  character  ot  herma- 
phrodism.  On  this  part  of  our  sub- 
ject, I  think  that  a  few  prefatory  re- 
marks upon  the  general  differences  of 
the  sexes,  and  the  nature  of  the  organs 
which  chiefly  constitute  these  distinc- 
tions, may  be  useful. 

In  the  exterior  appearences  of  the 
sexes,  independently  of  the  sexular 
organs,  the  distinguished  feature  of  the 
male  and  female,  during  infancy  is  in 
general  but  little  different :  in  the  adult 
it  is  different.  Although,  however,  the 
general  aspect,  form  and  proportions  of 
the  body  enables  us  sufficently  to  dis- 
tinguish sex  in  the  adult,  yet;  for  judi- 
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cial  purposes,  it  is  only  by  personal  ex- 1  the  organs  of  the  one  sex,  with  those 
amination  of  thegential  organs  that  the  of  the  other,  in  an  imperfect  state  have 
sex  of  any  individual,  upon  which  any  been  found.  A  remarkable  instance  of 
doubt  has  arisen  can  be  determined.  this  kind  was  dissected  by  M.  Earet, 
If  we  reflect  upon  the  different  in-  antl  the  particulars  detailed  by  him  in 
tentions  of  the  generative  functions  in|t!ie  Memoirs  of  the  Academy  of  Dijon, 
the  two  sexes,  we  must  at  once  admit |to  which  I  must  refer  you,  or  to  a 
the  necessity  for  distinct  organs.  The!  translation  of  the  case,  quoted  from 
male  genital  organs  are  formed  for  im-jMAHOtf,  in  Dr.  Beck's  Elements  of 
pregnating,— the  female  for  being  im -  Medical  Jurisprudence.  But  this  and  a 
pregnated;  in  some  instances  both  ex-  similar  case,  may  be  regarded  as  in- 
ist  in  the  same  individual,— in  others, j stances  merely  of  malformations;  for 
each  in  separate  individuals.  Without  .although  the  rudiments  of  both  sets  of 
referring  to  plants,  which  in  some  in-iorgans»  or  imperfect  states  of  both,  may 
stances  appear  to  display  true  hermaph-jexist  in  the  same  person,  yet  were  they 
rodism,although  the  diefinous  plants  arejeven  m°re  perfect,  these  individuals 
not  so;  we  find  that  in  animals,  except; could  not  be  regarded  as  hermaphro- 
in  the  lowest    orders,  namely,  the    mol-  dites  , — 


Jusea,  acephalia,  gasteropodes,  and  zoo- 
phytes, there  is  no  instance  of  real 
double  sex.  Among  the  classes  refer- 
red to,  we  find  that  some  of  the  species 
in  them,  as  for  instance  the   Monoculus 


"  Noq    duo  sunt,    sed  forma  duplex;  nee 

feemina  dici, 
Nee  puer  ut  possit ;  neutrumque  et  utrum- 

que  videtur.'"1 — Ovid 
Every   individual,     male    or    female, 
with  the  sexual    organs    naturally    con- 


apus,  a  curious  apterous,  testaceous  in-  stituted,  is  regarded  as  perfect  in  this 
sect,  in  which  Schuffer.  a  German  respect  ;  but,  in  some  instances,  mal- 
naturalist,  counted  two  millions  of  j  formations  occur,  giving  rise,  as  already 
joints,  and  also  some  shell  fiish,  oysters,  stated,  to  the  ridiculous  doctrine  of  her- 
muscles,  and  other  bivalves,  are  true  niaphrodism,  and  to  legal  questions  of 
hermaphrodites,  that  is,  each  individual  succession  relative  to  the  sex  of  individ- 
possesses  two  kinds  of  sexual  organs, 
and  is  capable  of  prorogating  singly, 
the  female  ova  being  impregnated  by 
the  male  semen  in  the  same  animal.  In 
other  instances,  as  among  worms  and 
many  land-snails,  each  individual  pos- 
sesses boih  male  and  female  organs,  but, 
nevertheless,  it  is  not  capable  of  im- 
pregnating itself ;  two  must  copulate, 
both  mutually  impregnating  and  being 
impregnated.  Amongst  the  more  per- 
fect animals,  at  the  head  of  which  man 
is  placed,  the  sexes  are  always  found  in 
separate  individuals, — the  ovaria,  or 
parts  in  which  the  germ  of  the  foetus  is 
formed  in  the  female, — the  testes,  or 
par's  in  which  the  fecundating  fluid  is 
secreted,  in  the  male.  The  existence 
of  a  hermaphrodite,  therefore,  in  the 
strict  meaning  of  the  term,  capable  of 
impregnating  itself  and  being  impreg- 
nated by  itself,  has  never  occurred  in 
Jhe  human  race ;  but  there  is  no  doubt 
that  individuals  have  existed  in    whom 


uals. 

It  is  interesting  and  curious  to  trace 
the  slow  progress  of  the  human  mind 
from  the  bondage  of  prejudice  and  er- 
ror. The  Athenians  threw  those  unfor- 
tunate persons  who  were  regarded  as 
hermaphrodites,  into  the  sea  ;  the  Ro- 
mans threw  them  into  the  Tiber;  and 
after  the  sun  of  Christianity  arose,  and 
shed  the  light  of  its  blessings  upon  Eu- 
rope. Bishop  Tertullian,  and  some  fa- 
thers of  the  church,  believed  in  their  ex- 
isience,  and  countenanced  their  destruc- 
tion. In  modern  times  even  the  most 
barbarous  treatment  of  stich  unfortunate 
beings  is  recorded.  In  Piscottie's  His- 
tory of  Scotland,  we  read  that  in  1459, 
"There  was  a  bairn,  which  had  the  kinds 
of  male  and  female,  called  in  our  lan- 
guage, a  scarlet,  in  whom  manes  nature 
did  prevail ;  but  because  his  disposition 
and  portraiture  of  body  represented  a 
woman,  in  a  man's  house  in  Linlithgow, 
he  associated  in  bedding  with  the  good 
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man,s  daughter,  and  made  her  to  con- 
ceive a  child,  which  being  divulgated 
through  the  country,  and  the  matrons 
understanding  this  damsel  deceived  on 
this  manner,  and  being  oftended  that 
the  monstrous  beast  should  set  himself 
forlh  as  a  woman,  they  got  him  accused 
and  convicted  in  judgment  for  to  be 
burnt  quick  for  this  shameful  conduct." 

In   forming   an    opinion   upon    these 
imporant  points,    medical    men    should 
not  only  be  well   acquainted    with    the 
natural  structure    of  the  parts    but  also! 
with  the  sources  of  those  malformations} 
which    render  sex  doubtful,  and    much; 
care  is  requisite  in  the  investigation    of 
such  cases. 

Every  instance  of  malformation  of 
the  sexual  organs  may  be  regarded  as 
belonging  either  to  the  male  sex,  consti-j 
tuting  what  the  ancients  termed  an  «;i- 
drogynus,  or  to  the  female  constituting 
an  androgyna  :  or  the  deficiency  of  the 
organs  may  be  such  as  to  allow  of  no 
approach  to  either  sex,  thus  constituting 
the  individuals  neuters  ;  or  it  is  possi- 
ble that  there  may  be  a  monstrous  mix- 
ture of  both  sexes,  although  not  suffici- 
ently complete  to  constitute  what  may 
be  termed  a  bisexual  individual,  Be- 
fore detailing  the  characteristics  of  each 
of  these  I  may  remark  that  the  cannon 
law  recognises  the  last  class  the  bisexu- 
al, as  hermaphrodites,  denouncing  them 
as  persons  to  whom  the  gates  of  digni-j 
ty  cannot  be  opened  ;  who  cannot  be 
prompted  to  holy  orders,  nor  appointed 
judges  ;  yet  the  common  laws  of  Eng- 
land admits  these  beings  as  rightful  heirs 
designating  them  by  the  term  "  herma- 
phiodite,  —  that  is  says  Lord  Coke, 
11  both  male  and  female."  By  the  same 
Act,  also,  the  cases  of  malformation, 
regarding  which  I  am  about  to  speak, 
are  noticed  the  following  words  : — "An 
hermaphrodite  (which  is  also  called  an- 
drogynus)  shall  be  heir  either  as  male 
or  female,  according  to  that  kind  of  sex 
which  doth  prevail."  An  old  French 
law,  with  the  politeness  characteristic  of 
the  nation,  permits  hermaphrodites  to 
choose  their  sex,  and  stick  to  it.  The 
cannon  law  not  only    does  not    prevent 


them  from  marrying,  but  with  a  degree 
of  politeness  worthy  of  a  French  ori- 
gin, it  enacts  that  if  the  individual  be 
bisexual  in  an  equal  degree,  the  choice 
of  marrying  either  a  male  or  a  female, 
shall  be  left  to  the  person. 

[To  be  Continued.] 
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Surgical  Report  for  the  American 
Medical  Association. — The  committee 
is  invited  to  meet  in  the  Charleston  Ho- 
tel, South  Carolina,  the  evening  of  the 
first  Tuesday  in  May  next.  All  profes- 
sional brethern,  who  have  surgical  facts 
connected  with  the  improvement  of  this 
branch  of  the  profession  during  the  year 
will  please  address  them  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  by  the  first  of 
April,  at  Augusta,  Ga.  As  all  cannot 
be  reached  by  a  circular,  it  is  hoped  no 
one  will  wait  for  a  more  direct  applica- 
tion than  this  general  invitation. 

By  extending  this  notice,  the  medical 
periodicals  of  our  country  will  advance 
the  interests  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  and  the  editors  will  confer 
a  favor  upon  theii  recent  confrere, 

PAUL  F.  EVE,  M.  D.. 

Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Louisville 
University,  and  Chairman  of  the  Amer- 
ican Medical  Association. 

Louisvjllk,  Ky.,  Dec.   1850. 

II. 

Medical  Jurisprudence.  By  Alfred  S.  Tay- 
lor, F.  R.  S.,  Professor  of  Medical  Juris- 
prudence and  Chemistry  in  Guy's  Hospital, 
Second  American,  from  the  Third  London 
Edition. — With  notes  and  additions.  By  R. 
Eclf.sfei.d  Griffith.  M  D.,   &o     Philadel 
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phia  :  Lea  &  Blanchard.  1850.  8vo.  pp.  070. 
From  the  Publishers. 


of  burns  : — injuries  from   melted  met- 
als : — and     on     injuries     {simulating 


We  have  perused  this  very  able  and  interest-  wounds)  caused  by  fire,  for  an  import- 
ing Volame  with  much  pleasure  and  bstruc-  aft*  paper  on  which  the  Author  is  inden- 
tion, theVacti  that  three  large  editions  have  ;  ed  to  Mr.  T.  B.  Curling,  surgeon  of  the 
been  disposed  of  in  less   than  six  years,  is  a ;  London  Hospital. 

etrcng  indication  of  the  favor  with  which  It       In    the  section   on   Infanticide,  the 
bas  been  received  by  U/e  Profession.  reader  will  find   additions  to  the  chap- 

This  editkn  has  been  in  great  part  rWftt-  t^rs  :— -on  the  death  of  the  child  before 
ten  ;  numerous  facts  and  important  ca«es  re-  .respiration .  ;— :on  the  alteration  in  the 
corded  in  the  peiiodieal  medical    press,   \^e.\chemical  composition  o  by 

been  carefully  collated   and  analysed   ly  the  respiration  : 


Author,  while  the   additions  of  the  American 


on  marks  of  violence,  and 
on  the  detection  of  food  in  the  stomach 


on  the  newly-discovered  fallacies  of  the 
0ocimasia  Circulationis  : — the  conge- 
nital Closure  of  the  ductus  arteriosus 


Editor,  the  la'e  lamented  Griffith,   emboH-lys5^5    of  live   birth:   additional    ob- 
ing  the  legal  enactments  cf  this    Coun'ry ,-  Innervations    on    the   hydrostatic  test. 
thereby.  r<nder'rg  it,  what  every  woik    upon 
Medical  Jurisprudence  should  bo -the   appli- 
cation of  Medical  Science  in  geneial  to  many, 

r     .•■•.'  -,        ,     .  .,   r         and  foramen  ovale  : — and  on  the  occur- 
in  poitant .points  oJ  criminal    ana    civil    Law,;  '  .    . 

,  ,     ,  i-i         ,  'renceot    severe  accidental  injuries  to 

lenders  it  recul  urly  worthy  or  the   patronage!    ....  ,  ,  .    ..      ~        .  ,  •'   .  , 

.,,.:.,       ,  2       .  ,     r     .  children  during  oirl/i.  Considering  the 

or  the  Medical  and  Legal  i  ro'esnens.  .      .         r     ,  .  ■         . 

Tr    .  .    .-,    ,.     .  T    .         ,  complexity  oi    ihe  questions  connected 

Having  made  Medical  J uiiMirudence  a  epc- i     .  ,      ,  ,-      ^  r      c     i  -i  i  i 

.,,.,„        ,  ,    ,    .  with  ihe  medical  proofs  of  child-murder 

cial  subject  of   study,    and    being    conversant         .     ,  '    ,  •  ... 

.  .  .       .  and  the  numerous  objections  which  may 

with  mesfc  of  the  treatises  on  iius  Scier.ce,  vre'i        ■  ,  .  ,    .,  •      ■         ■ 

be    brought  against   lncrn,   it   has  been 
nnbesit.tirgly  rec1mmendtbatofAh-.TAYLOK|deemod     a(]visable     fQ  ld     {Q     -j, 

as  the  very  best,  m, -st  eonciso  and.^a^wlu,—  ^^  a  c.,)|lScise  summnrv  of  lhe 
Treatise  m  the  English  Language.  |  pTineif,a|  (:onr|usions  to  be  derived  from 

The  Preuue  explains   so   fully  the    object  Lj^    f.lcls    an(j    obseivations     colllajned 
of  th  s  Volume,  and  the   numerous    adfJitipris  J •.(,„  .   •  , 

introduced  in  this  edition,   that  we   canno  \      The  chapters  on  Pregnancy  and  De- 

give  our  Readers  abetter  insight  of  the  great J  LIVERY    |iave   been   almost    entirely   re- 

merits  of  this  work.,  than  to  copy  a  portion  of [  written.      Under     these    heads    will   be 

*-fc  ^>     |  found    additional    observations    on    the 

"The   section   on   Poisoning   will   be  £*««  °fW 'cgnancy.  and  on  the  signs  of 

found  to  contain  a  description  of  tihiiy  Welipery  in  the  dead  in  cases  of  crimin- 

ncw  tests  and  processess,  as  well  as  ma-!^  abortion.     Under  this   I  ranch  of  the 

ny  additional   facts   connected  .wit !j   the|slll,jeci.  the  new    views   of  physiologists 

action  of  poisons  on  the  body.  i  regarding  the  evidence    derivable   from 

In  the  section  on   Wounds"  additions:  the-  presence  of  corpora    htlea  are    also 

have  been  made    on  the   following  sub-  W-'y  considered. 

Joels: — The  medicolegal  examination]  Many  additional  facts  have  been  re- 
cf  wounds  : — physical,  chemical,  and  corded  in  reference  to  the  medico-legal 
microscopical  evidence    in   reference  to j bearings    of   the    Cesarean   operation. 


blood-stains  : — on  imputed  or  self-in 
jlicled  wounds  .--medico- legal  facts  con 


Tenancy  by    Courtesy,   and    Age  and 
Minority.  The  Chapter  on  Legitimacy 


nected  with  the  fata!  results  of  surgical\^s  ^AGn  considerably  enlarged.  The 
operations  i-medical  responsibility  and !  evidence  given  on  some  important  trials 
malupraxis: — death  from  the  entrance,0?  recent  occurrence,  has  rendered  it 
of  air  into  the  veins: — ruptures  ofth&weeepWJ  to  re-arrange  the  hitherto  as- 
kidney  and  urinary  bladder  :—  spon-  jcertained  facts  regarding  premature  and 
taneeus  fractures  :—  wounds  from  fire-  [protracted  births — the  determination  of 
arms  not  loaded  with   ball :— varieties | the  period  of  uterine  life,    from  the  c?c- 
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telopment  of  the  offspring,  as  well  as 
certain  questions  connected  with  Pater- 
nity. 

In  the  section  on  Asphexia,  new 
cases  illustrative  of  the  medico-legal 
difficulties  connected  with  the  proofs  of 

DROWNING,     HANGING,        STRANGULATION, 

and  suffocation,  are  introduced  ;  and 
the  Chapter  on  Poisonous  Gases  and 
Vapors,  has  been  in  great  part  re- writ- 
ten. In  the  section  on  Insanity,  there 
will  be  found,  among  the  additions,  the 
recent  decisions  of  the  Judges  on  Med- 
ical certificates }  vvith  new  cases  and  ob- 
servations." 

III. 

EVIDENCE    DEDUCED   FROM   THE 

Hydrostatic  Test. 

Mr.  Alfred  Taylor  draws  the  following 
general  conclusions   respecting   the  employ 
ment  of  the  hydrostatic  test  :  — 

1.  That  the  artificial  inflation  of  the 
lungs  of  a  child  born  dead  will  cause 
them  to  float  in  water. 

2.  That  while  lying  in  the  chest,  the 
foetal  lungs  are  not  easily  inflated  ;  and 
that  the  difficulty  of  inflating  them  is 
great  in  proportion  as  the  child  is  im- 
mature. 

3.  That  lungs  artificially  inflated  in 
situ  resemble  those  organs  in  which  res- 
piration has  been  only  imperfectly  es- 
tablished. 

4.  That  in  cases  of  inflation  in  situ, 
hitherto  tried,  the  air  may  be  so  far  ex- 
pelled from  the  divided  portions  of  the 
lung  by  firm  compression,  as  to  cause 
them  to  sink. 

5.  That  (he  same  result  occurs  with 
lungs  in  which  respiration  has  been  im- 
perfectly established. 

6.  That  when  the  lungs  have  under- 
gone perfect  respiration  the  air  cannot 
be  expelled  by  compression  of  the  di- 
vided parts  so  as  to  cause  them  to  sink. 

7.  That  the  artificial  inflation  of  Cost- 
al lungs  causes  no  alteration  of  weight  ; 
and  as  the  weight    increases  in  propor*' 
lion  to  the  degree  of  respiration.,  so  in  I 


'healthy  lungs,  with  great  buoyancy, 
there  should  be  great  weight,  if  the  air 
have  been  derived  from  respiration. 

8.  That  while  respiration  increases 
the  absolute  weight  of  the  lungs,  it  di- 
minishes their  specific  weight  by  leading 
to  the  distension  of  the  pulmonary  cells 
with  air. 

9.  That  when  the  lungs  are  very 
heavy,  and  contain  but  little  air,  it  can- 
not be  with  certainty  inferred  that  res- 
piration has  been  established.  The  facts 
cceteris  paribus,  may  be  explained  by 
supposing  that  the  lungs  have  been  art- 
ificially inflated. 

10.  That  we  should  base  our  judg- 
ment of  a  child  having  breathed,  upon 
great  weight  and  great  bouyancy  of  the 
lungs  combined  ;  that  the  one  condition 
without  the  other  is  open  to  the  objec- 
tion ;  that  the  air  may  not  have  been 
derived  from  respiration. 

1  1.  That  experiments  on  fcetal  lungs 
artificially  inflated  with  air  after  remov- 
al from  the  chest,  have  no  practical 
bearing  on  this  inquiry. 

12.  That  the  floating  of  the  lungs  in 
water  proves,  ceteris  paribus,  that  a 
child  has  breathed  either  at,  during,  or 
after  birth  :  it  does  not  prove  that  the 
child  was  born  alive,  or  that  it  has  died 
a  violent  death. 

13.  That  the  sinking  of  the  lungs  as 
a  result  of  the  expulsion  of  air  from  the 
lungs  by  compression,  does  not  prove 
that  the  child  was  born  dead.  It  merely 
proves  that  the  air  contained  in  them 
was  derived  either  from  artificial  infla- 
tion, or  from  the  imperfect  establish- 
ment of  the  respiratory  process, 

14.  That  the  hydrostatic  test  is  not 
applicable  to  determine  the  fact  of  res- 
piration or  non-respiration  in  all  cases 
of  infanticide  ;  but,  that  with  ordinary 
precautions,  it  may  be  safely  employed 
in  the  majority  of   such  cases. 

15.  That  a  child  (nay  breathe  before , 
during,  or  after  birth,  but  the  hydrostat- 
ic test  will  not  enable  us  to  say,  in  the 
greater  number  of  cases,  at  which  of 
these  periods  the  act  of  respiration  was 
performed. 

16.  That  respiration  is  a  sign  of  life. 
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IV. 

ON  A  CASE   OF 


and  not  necessarily  of  live  birth.  (the  tongue  being  denuded  of  its  natural 

17.  That  according  to  the  present  j  covering  towards  the  base.  The  occur- 
state  of  the  law,  the  killing  of  a  child  .  ence  took  place  about  one  o'clock  in  the 
which  breathes  during  birth  is  not  ■  day.  I  arrived  in  less  than  twenty  min- 
murder.  jutes  afterwards  with  the  stomach-pump; 

18.  Hence,  medical  evidence  is  re- I  but  I  could  not  get  his  mouth  open  for 
quired  to  show  whether  the  child  breath- :  the  purpose  of  gagging,  until  I  had 
ed  after  it  was  entirely  born,  and  vvheth-  |  closed  his  nostrils  and  compelled  him  to 
er  the  act  of  violence  was  applied  to  it!  breathe  through  his  mouth;  I  was  then 
while  so  breathing. — Lea  &  Blanch-  i  able,  with  assistance,  to  force  his  jaws 
ard's  Edition,  1S50.  p.  384.  -open  by  means  of  an  iron  chisel,  and  to 

!  introduce  gently  the  small   tube   of  the 

I  stomach-pump.      About  a    pint   and  a 

half  of  tepid  water  was  forced  into  the 
stomach,    and    when    withdrawn,    was 
tinged  wit!?  blood,  and  had    in  it  some 
coagula.     This  first   water  was  careful- 
ly preserved.     About  the  same  quantity 
of  water  with  carbonate  of  soda  in  it, 
j  was   immediately    injected,    and    when 
i  withdrawn,    effervesced     powerfully   in 
The  instance  of  the    employment  of! tne    hasin.       Subsequently,    a    similar 
hydrochloric  acid  for  suicidal    purposes  quantity  was  used  again  and  again,  un- 
are  extremely  rare.      Orfila  on  his  great  l^'1  litmus  paper  ceased    to    indicate  the 
work    on    Poisons,    mentions    but    one  presence    of  acid,    and    tumeric    paper 
case.    Christison   remarks,    <;  It  is  not  a  j  Vhat  lne  flu^  was  alcaline.     A  few  oun- 
little  singular    that  there  should    be  on  I ces   of  plain    water    was    then    thrown 
record,  as  far  as  I   know,   but  one  case  j  mt0  tnc  stomach,  and    the  utmost  quie- 
of  poisoning  with  a  substance  not  ener-  '  tuc<e  uas  enjoined.     There  was  no  par- 
ticular constitutional  disturbance  during 
the  after  part    of   the   day    and    during 
a  tolerably  quiet  night.  Water  with  gum 
arable  and  isinglass  dissolved  in  it,    was 
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WITH  HYDROCHLORIC  ACiD, 


RECOVERY. 

By  David  Price,  M.  D.,  F.  L.    S. 


iretic   and  in  such  common    use 


md 


work 


Dr.  Alfred  Taylor,   in  his   recent 

on    Medical     Jurisprudence,    observes, 

l-  In  the   coroners    report   for    England 

during  theyears  1837    and    1838,    oullSWn'  to  him  sparingly. 


of  537  cases  of  poisoning,  there  was 
not  one  where  this  acid  was  the  poison 
used.  I  have  been  able  to  collect  the 
reports  of  only  three  cases  of  poisoning 
by  munatic  acid  that  have  occurred  in 
the  metropolis  during  a  period  of  thir- 
teen yearsi.     From  this  statement  it  will 


April  1st. — The  same  fluid  was  con- 
tinued, and  a  purgative  enema  adminis- 
tered, which  acted  well  ;  pulse  moder- 
ate;  great  aversion  to  every  thing. 

2nd. — -lie  appeared  much  the  same; 
pulse  ranging  from  80  to  100  ;  ptyalism 
from  ijie  first  lias  been  distressingly  con- 


.ind   of 


poisoning 


must  be    \'ery 
incomplete. 

The  case  I  wish  to  record  is    the  fol- 
-On  March  31.  a  person  aged 


low 


be  seen  that  the  medico-legal  history  of  'slant  :  he  complains  of  much  pain  in  the 

1  course  of  the  oesophagus,  and  in  the  car- 
diac extremity  of  the  stomach. 

3rd. — Had  most  severe  pain  during 
the  night  apparently  from  swallowing  a 
80,  whilst  under  the  influence  of  liquor,  I  '*u-e  dissolved  calf's  foot  jelly,  and  hic- 
swailowed  rather  more  than  an  ounce  of  CUP  came  on  in  the  afternoon  ;  this  dis- 
slrong  hydrochloric  acid.  He  states  i  tressed  him  much,  and  he  was  very  fee- 
that  he  took  it  as  he  usually  does  medi-'h'e  ;  a  disogreable  odor  was  perceptible 
cine,  by  holding  his  head  back,  and  !*n  the  eructations. 
throwing  the  contents  ol  the  glass  into!  4th. — Had  a  good  night,  until  five 
his  throat :  and  this  fact  was  evinced  bv  [o'clock,  when  the  pain  became  very  se- 
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vere  ;  the  odor  from  the  stomach  was 
highly  offensive  to  himself  and  (he  at- 
tendants. As  the  pain  was  now  becom- 
ing intolerable,  small  doses  of  muriate  of 
morphine  were  given  from  time  to  lime 
and  the  bowels  were  kept  in  action  by 
repealed  enemas. 

5th. — I  was  called  up  to  him  in  the 
night,  in  consequence  of  arterial  haemor- 
vhage  from  either  the  oesophagus  or  the 
stomach  ;  the  coagula  which  formed  in 
the  stomach  caused  him  to  vomit ;  pain 
very  great,  and  the  hiccup  more  frequent 
and  distressing.  A  dose  of  morphine 
tranquillized  him  during  ihc  day,  and 
he  appeared  better,  but  hemorrhage  re- 
curred in  the  afternoon. 

6th. —Every  way  better,  but  troubled 
with  a  constant  discharge  of  glairy  fluid 
from  the  throat.  Allowed  to  take  softie 
arrow-root.  - 

7tln — Less  feeler  and  hiccup  ;  evacu- 
ations from  the  bowels  very  black  and 
highly  offensive.  He  feels  better,  and 
m  less  pain. 

8iii.— Motions  still  very  black  and 
foe-id,  but  he  feels  in  every  way  better. 

From  this  time  onward  he  complained 
of  much  pain  in  the  stomach,  and  sina- 
pisms were  occasionally  applied.  The 
discharge  of  glairy  fluid  continued  for 
some  time  in  large  quantities.  The  fluid 
first  drawn  from  the  stomach  was  ana- 
lysed by  my  son,  Dr.  D.  S.  Price  and 
Mr.  Nicholson,  at  the  Royal  College  of 
Chemistry,  and  I  subjoin  their  report  :- 

"A  careful  quantitative  examination 
of  the  liquid  sent  us  has  proved  the  poi- 
son in  question  to  be  hydrochloric  acid. 
Metals  were  particularly  sought  for,  but 
with  negative  results.  On  the  bottle  be- 
ing uncorked,  a  strong  spirituous  odor 
was  perceptible.  In  order  to  verify  the 
presence  of  alcohol,  the  highly  acid  fluid 
was  neutralized  with  pure  carbonate  of 
soda,  ?ipd  subjected  to  distillation  in  a 
waittr-Uath.  The  distillate  whs  tested  for 
alcohol,  by  lidding  to  it  a  few  drops  of 
couceut rated  solution  <>i  bichromate  o' 
potassn  and  hydrochloric  a<H  :  instant 
reduction  of  the  chromic  acid  ensued  on 
[jeatin  i,  the  odor  of  aldehyde  being  at 
the    same   lime    powerfully    <!.  \ ■  loped 


The  contents  of  the  retort  were  remov- 
ed into  a  dish  evaporated  to  dryness, 
and  ignited,  in  order  to  destroy  organic 
matter,  the  residue  was  treated  with  wa- 
ter, filtered,  and  the  hydrochloric  acid 
determined  in  the  usual  manner  with 
nitrate  of  silver.  The  amount  obtained 
of  chloride  of  silver  corresponds  very 
nearlv  to  about  three  drachms  and  a 
half  of  muriatic  acid,  sp.  g.  1.17,  the 
common  fuming  commercial  acid. 

(Signed)  David  S.  Price,  Ph.  D. 
E.  Chambers  Nicholson." 

The  success  with  which  the  stomach 
pump  was  used  in  this  case,  proves  con- 
trary to  some  opinions,  that  it  may  and 
ought  to  be  used  at  an  early  stage  in 
cases  of  poisoning  with  mineral  acids.— 
London  Lancet.  Dec.    1850.  p.  542. 


30LL0DI0N   IN   ERYSIPELA 

By  Mr.  Luke.  Surgeon 
To  the  London   Hospital. 


We  have  to  direct  the  attention  of 
our  kind  readers  to  a  new  topical 
application  in  cases  of  erysipelas,  the 
bcnefical  effects  of  which  are  now  pla- 
ced beyond  a  doubt.  The  substance 
in  question  is  collodion,  which  has  been 
found  so  serviceable  in  many  respects, 
not  the  least  being  its  capability  of  ar- 
resting the  hemorrhage  from  leech  bites 
in  children.  Mr.  Luke  considers  that 
collodion  applied  to  the  inflamed  sur- 
face in  erysipelas,  acts  by  compressing 
the  capillaries  of  the  skin,  and  thereby 
contributes  materially  in  relieving  those 
vessels. 

lie  was  induced    to  make1  use  of  this 

iiouid  in  the  manner  described,    on  the 

[suggestion  of  Mr.  Bijd,    the    author    of 

[the    Jack  soman     Essay    on    Kt)  sipelns 

which  lately  gaitjed  Hie  prize;  anil  Mr. 

Luke  has    hivd    occasion    to    be    highly 
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satisfied  with  the  results  he  has  obtain-  violent  pain  in  her  head;  her  eyelids 
ed,  both  in  hospital  and  private  prac-  were  closed,  and  she  had  delerhim  at 
lice.  Several  cases  of  Erysipelas  have  intervals  particularly  at  night.  The 
been  thus  treated  in  Mr.  Luke's  wards  collodion  was  applied  in  the  manner 
it  will  however,  be  sufficient  to  report  described  above,  to  the  whole  chest  and 
one  of  these,  kindly  furnished  by  Mr.  face  ;  the  hair  was  removed,  and  the 
Peete,  to  show  how  fully  the  application  head  kept  cool  with  a  spirit  lotion. — 
answers  the  purpose.  .j These  topical  measures,  combined  with 

Amelia  S.,  forty  years  of  age,  was  the  application  of  stimulants,  proved 
admitted  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Luke,  extremely  beneficial,  and  the  patient  irn- 
June  1,  1850,  with  acute  inflammation  proved  rapidly.  The  collodion  was 
of  the  neck,  which,  a  week  after  admis-  applied  daily  for  a  week,  and  on  the 
sion,  ended  in  abscess.  This  was  open-  24th  of  June,  ten  days  after  the  first 
ed  a  large  quantity  of  pus  evacuated,  onset  of  the  erysipelas,  the  inflamma- 
and  the  patient  went  on  very  favourably  iton  had  quite  disappeared,  and  the  pa- 
for  a  week,  when  an  inflammation  of  an  tient  was  declared  convalescent. 
erysipelatous  character  was  observed  to  A  male  patient  was  lately  tried  in  the 
have  invaded    the    upper    part    of    the  same  manner    for    erysipelas,   and 


tne 


back.  It  extended  from  the  neck  to  successful  results  were  very  quickly  od- 
the  first  lumbar  vertebra,  including  both|tained.  Mr.  Luke  has  used  the  cojlo- 
scapulee,  and   the    inflammation    had    a  dion  very  frequently  in  private  practice; 


distinctly  defined  margin. 


in  one  instance  it  was    placed    upon    a 


Collodion  was  immediately  applied  young  lady's  face,  excepting  a  small 
by  means  of  the  finger  to  the  whole  portion  of  the  cheek,  from  which  it 
surface  and  to  some  little  distance  be-  ■  peeled  off.  This  part,  soon  afterwards, 
yond  it.  The  skin  was  much  puck-, begun  to  look  redder,  and  project  be- 
crd  by  this  measure,  and  the  patient  yond  the  surface  of  the  surrounding 
complained  of  the  constringent  effects  skin,  being,  in  some  degree  herniated, 
of  the  collodion.  Mr.  Luke  ordered  | This  circumstance  showed  very  clearly 
the  patient  to  have  an  allowance  of.  how  great  must  have  been  the  pressure 
wine  as  she  was  rather  depressed. —  which  was  exercised  by  the  fluid.  Thus 
(We  may  here  state  that  most  of  the  it  would  appear  that  the  collodion  ful- 
cases  of  erysipelas  are  treated  in  this' fills  two  judications  of  an  important 
hospital  by  large  duses  of  stimulants  kind ;  it  protects  the  inflamed  surface 
as  brandy,  wine,  &c,  &e. ;  and  that  .from  the  contact  of  the  air,  and  it  con- 
this  line  of  practice  is  generally  followed  tributes,  by  the  pressure  it  effects,  in 
by  very  favourable  results.  The  type! driving  the  blood  from  the  distended 
of  the  erysipelatous  affection  in  charit-  capillaries. — Louden  Lancet,  Decern* 
able  institutions  is  generally  of  a  very  bcr,  1850,  page  $53. 
debilitated  kind,  and  this  fact  would 
partially  explain  the  necessity  of  sup- 
porting the  patients  by  the  stimulants 
just  mentioned.) 

In  the  case  before  us,  the  collodion 
was  repeated  the  following  day  and  on 
the  third,  the  erysipelas  had  entirely 
subsideel  in  the  part  where  it  first  made 
its  appearence.  It,  however  broke  out 
afresh  about  the  nose,  lips,  and  eyelids; 
and  a  little  lower  down  it  extended  from 
the  edge  of  the  wound  made  by  the 
lancet  to  the  whole  chest,  implicating 
both    maromse,     Patient  complained  of 


OJ"Shivering  is  a  cold  feeling,  which  ex- 
tends from  the  back,  neck,  or  abdomen, 
to  the  external  parts.  It  arises  under 
the  same  circumstances  as  the  simple 
feeling  of  cold,  only  it  denotes  a  dis- 
ease violently  affecting  the  system,  or 
such  a  disease  as  is  connected  chiefly 
with  disturbance  of  the  cutaneous  secre- 
tion.—Schill.  p.  43. 
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I. 

NITRATE   OF   SILVER 

IN 

EPIDEMIC    DYSENTERY. 


By  W.  Mathews,    M.  D. 


Sometime  during  the  year  1849,  I  reported 
in  the  North  Western  Medical  Journal  a  very 
severe  case  of  protracted  Dysentery,  which, 
after  having  resisted  all  the  ordinary  modes 
of  treatment,  yielded  readily  to  the  Nitrate 
of  Silver  in  combination  with  Opium* 

Since  the  publication  of  that  case,  it  has 
been  my  fortune,  during  the  present  season, 
to  treat  a  large  number  of  persons  laboring 
under  Dysentery,  resorting  to  the  Nitrate  of 
Silver  ;  and  in  not  one  instance  has  it  failed 
to  manifest  the  most  salutary  effect,  as  will 
be  demonstrr ted  by  the  subjoined  cases. 

Before  proceeding,  however,  to  their  des- 
cription, it  will  be  proper  to  mention,  that 
throughout  a  largo  section  of  Indiana,  Dysen- 
tery (called  by  the  common  people  Flux,) 
has,  the  present  season  prevailed  to  a  very 
alarming  extent,-being  the  terror  of  the  Com- 
munity, and,  not  unfrequently,  master  of  the 
physician.  Indeed,  great  numbers  have  been 
carried  to  their  "long  homes-'  in  consequence 
of  the  disease  ;  and  I  fear,  not  a  few  have 
perished  because  of  the  ignorance  of  their 
medical  attendants.  I  may  mention  also,  that 
in  numerous  instances  the  disease  has  proved 
fatal  in  the  space  of  a  few  days,  or  even  hours ; 
end  that  Post-mortem  examinations,  ha^e,  as 


I  am  authentically  informed,  brought  to  light 
extensive  ulcerations  of  the  Colon  and  Rectum. 

Case  1.  Sometime  in  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber I  was  requested  to  visit  Mrs.  Roberts,  the 
mother  of  five  children,  the  youngest  of  which 
was  at  the  breast.  As  she  resided  near  twenty 
miles  from  Nicholsonville,  it  was  not  in  my 
power  to  see  her  at  once.  But  I  desired  her 
j  brother,  who  was  about  visiting  her,  to  pres- 
I  cribe  the  Nitrate  of  Silver  in  combination 
with  Opium,  in  liberal  doses,  provided  the 
bowels  were  in  a  very  bad  condition,  and  to 
repeat  the  prescription  every  two  hours,  with 
Opiate  enemata  as  occasion  required.  This  pa- 
tient had  been  laboring  under  "Flux*'  of  a 
violent  nature  for  three  or  four  days;  had 
been  under  the  treatment  of  a  neighbouring 
Practitioner,  but  without  material  benefit. 
The  stools,  at  the  time  of  beginning  the  use 
of  the  prescription,  were  very  frequent,  mu- 
cous and  bloody,  intermixed  with  white  rloc- 
oulent  matter;  violent  tormina  and  tenesmus; 
pulse  not  much  affected,  small  and  weak:  the 
tip  and  edges  of  the  tongue  were  red.  The 
young  man,  (now  Dr.  Hapwood)  gave  the 
Silver  in  doses  from  1-2  to  1  grain  with  crumb 
of  bread,  and  used  the  Acetas  Plumbi  and 
Opium  injections.  This  coarse  was  continued, 
repeating  the  silver  every  two  hours,  for  near 
twenty-four  hours,  at  which  time  I  saw  the 
patient  and  discontinued  the  medicine,  from 
a  conviction  that  she  was  out  of  danger.  And 
in  three  or  four  days,  she  was  entirely  conval- 
escent ;  the  bowels  assumed  their  healthy  ac- 
tion, and  the  heavy  sweating  (which  I  neglect- 
ed saying  was  present,)  completely  disap- 
pearing, with  a  returning  appetite. 

Case  II.  A  few  days  subsequent  to  the  a- 
bove  visit,  I  was  requested  to  see  a  sister  of 
Mrs.  Roberts,  aged  14,  who  was  said  to  have 
the  "Flux,"  and  to  be  most  violently  bad.  Dr. 
Hapwood  visited  her,  and  on  his  return  the 
next  day  informed  me  that  her  case  was  near- 
ly hopeless,  according  to  his  opinion,  and 
that  the  fami]y  desired  me  to  see  her.  He  re- 
presented the  discharges  as  being  very  fre- 
quent, composed  entirely  of  bloody  mucous, 
and  that  the  tormina  and  tenesmus  were  in- 
cessant; that  her  pulse  was  small,  and  tbat 
there  was  an  evident  tendency  to  the  super- 
vention of  typhoid  symptoms.  Without  see- 
ing the  patient,    I  ventured  to  send  her  forty 
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pills,  containing  each  1-4  graia  of  of  Opium,   more  free  from  pain,  and  was  able  to  partake 
and  1-8  grain  of  Nitrate  of  Silver,— one  to  be  |  frequently  of  boiled  milk;    his   tongue   was 
taken  every    hour   until   very   evident  relief  moist  and  the   coating   on  it  becoming   loose. 
was  obtained.  The  next  day  the    stools  were ;  Just  at  this  stage  of  the  treatment,  a  neighbor- 
less  frequent,  contained  less  mucous,  and  were  |ing  physician  was  called  in,    and   forgetting 
of  a  darker  color.  In  two  or  three  days,  with-,  the  commonest  rules  of  good  breeding,  assured 
out  the  use  of  any  other  medicines,  the    little  j  the  patient  and  his  friends  that  I  was  murder- 
girl  was  free  from  all  danger.  png  the  case>  succeeded  in  filching  it  from  me 
3  Cask  III.  In  the  same  month    I  was  called, in  my  absence.  I  saw  the  patient   the   follow- 
upon  to  visit  a  little  boy,  aged  4  years,  whose  j  ing  day,  and  found  him   in   every   particular 
evacuations  were  very  frequent,   mucous  and, much  worse  than  he   was    the  previous   day. 
bloody,  and  who   was  severely   racked  with '  At  this  time  I  lost  sight  of  the  patient,  which 
griping  pain?,  and   with  an   almost   constant  however,  after  many  weeks   glowly   regained 
desire  to  be  at  stool.  For  several  davs  he  was  his  health— thus  literally  wearing  the  diseaee 
treated  with  Calomel  and  Opium,   opiate  sup- 
positories, &c,    but  all   with   no   relief.  The 
Nitrate  of  Silver  was  now  prescribed  in   doses 
of  1-8  of  a  grain,  with  about  the  same  quanti- 
ty of  Opium,  to  be  repea- ed  five   cr  six   times 
daily.  Under  this  prescription  the  child's  im- 
provement was  prompt  and  manifest,    and  at 
the  end  of  ten  dajs  more   ho    was  dismissed, 
cured.  Three  more  children  belonging  to  the 
same  family,  were  subsequently  attacked  with 
the  same  disease,  were   treated   on  a   similar 
plan,  and  with  the  same  satisfactory    results. 
Case  IV.  Thomas  Bird,    aged  21,    of  good 
constitution  was  attacked  on  the  16th  October 
with  Epidemic  Dysentery,    and   was  seen   by 
me  on  the  19th.  His  stools  were  frequent,  con- 
taining mucous  mixed  with  blood  :  tenesmus, 
but  tormina   not  excessive;    pulse    about  90. 
quick. and  rather  strong;  stomach  inclining  to 
be  irritable.  On  the  20ih  I  saw  him  again  in 
consultation  with   Dr.  Kelly,    a  highly  res- 
pectable neighboring  practitioner.  At  his  sug- 
gestion the  patient  was  put  upon  R.  Hvdr.  c. 
Creta,  Acetas  Plumbi,  Opium,  of  each  2  grains 
to  be  taken  every  4  hours   until  gentle   ptya- 
lism   was  induced.  At   the  expiration  of  48 
hours  incipient  salivation  was  present,  but  the 
patient  was  not   improved.  Purulent   matter, 
in  considerable   quantities,    was   now   mixed 
with  every  discharge.  I  at   once  placed   him 
under  the  following  prescription  : — R.  Nitras 
Argenti,  grs  vj,  Opium,  grs  xij,   made  into  24 
pills;  one  to  be  taken  every  three  hours.    Up- 
on this  prescription,   in  48   hours   every  un- 
favorable symptom  was  found  to  be  gradually 
giving  way.  The   evacuations  were  less  fre- 
quent, of  a  darker  color,   more  homogeneous, 
and  containing  !es3  mu.ous ;   the  patient  was 


out. 

Case  V.  Lewis  Ellis,  aged  19,  of  slender 
frame  and  excitable  temperament,  was  at- 
tacked with  Dysentery  about  the  15th  Oct., 
at  a  dis'ance  often  or  twelve  miles  from  his 
residence,  and  walked  home  the  next  evening. 
I  paid  him  the  first  visit  on  the  27th.  His 
condition  was  so  analogous  to  that  of  the  last 
patient  that  I  need  not  repeat  it.  For  two 
days  he  was  kept  upon  the  following  recipe  : 
Opium,  Calomel,  Ipecacuanha,  Camphor,  1  3 
of  a  grain  each.  At  the  end  of  this  time  al- 
though mild  ptyalism  was  present  the  patient 
was  no  better :  but  the  stools  bore  evidence 
of  extensive  ulceration  of  the  large  intestines, 
purulent  matter  being  mixed  abundantly 
with  every  evacuation.  The  treatment  was 
now  changed  to  the  Nitrate  of  Silver  and  0- 
pium  ;  and  he  was  also  injected,  per  anun?, 
with  the  same  ingredients  dissolved  in  luke- 
warm milk  and  rain-water.  Under  this  course 
my  patient  improved,  and  became  entirely 
well  in  a  few  days. 

Case  VI.  A.  Wilson,  aged  20,  of  good  con- 
stitution, was  Eeized  on  the  8th  Nov.,  with 
symptoms  of  Dysentery;  I  saw  him  on  the 
11th,  and  found  his  situation  to  be  very  simi- 
lar to  that  of  the  case  last  related.  He  was 
subjected  to  the  same  course  of  treatment, 
and  with  the  same  satisfactory  results.  At  one 
time  I  injected  his  rectum  with  about  5  grains 
of  the  Nitrate  of  Silver,  in  union  with  60  drops 
of  Laudanum,  dissolved  in  §  4  of  luke-warm 
milk  and  water,  and  with  the  best  eflects. 

Case  VII.  A.  Shoptall,  aged  22,  of  good 
constitution.  I  was  requested  to  see  this  patient 
0n  the  26th  Nov.  His  father  and  a  brother 
had  died  of  Dysentery  within  the   last  few 
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not  be  eminently  serviceable  in  the  treatment 
of  purulent  inflammation  of  the  mucous  coat 
of  the'intestines  1  Why,  I  repeat  ? 
Nicholsonville,  (Putnam  County  ) 
Indiana.  January,  1851. 


days,  under  the  management  of  another  phy- 
6ician.  Three  or  four  days  since  he  was  attack- 
ed with  Dysenteric  symptoms,  and  was  visit- 
ed by  a  neighboring  practitioner.  Although 
yet  in  the  first  or  inflammatory  stage  of  the 
disease,  I  found  him  taking  the  Nitrate  of 
Silver  and  Opium — a  remedy,  I  have  good 
reason  for  believing,  entirely  new  with  the 
physician  who  prescribed  it.  The  evacuations 
were  frequent,  averaging  ten  or  twelve  in  the 
course  of  2-1  hours ,  and  were  composed  al- 
most entirely  of  bloody  mucous.  I  ordered  2 
grains  of  Opium  and  1  of  Nitrate  of  Silver  to 
be  taken  every  six  hours,  and  continued  the 
prescription  in  varying  proportions  for  eight 
days,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  the  pa- 
tient was  free  from  all  danger.  It  is  proper  to 
remark,  that  three  days  after  this  treatment 
was  commenced  the  stools  were  manifestly  i  -  . 
puiulent.  Dear  Sir  : — I  now  send  you   a   Recipe 

Thus  have  I  in  the  foregoing   manner,    re-  for  preparing   the   Bone,   or   Kittridge  Oint- 
lated  these  different  cases,  every  one  of  which  ment,  for  fractures,  contusions,   sprains,  luxa- 
was  treated  with  the    Nitrate  of  Silver, — initions,  and  also  to  lubricate   the   vagina  and 
some  of  which    the  salt  was  taken  in  large  perineum  in  Obstetrical  cases  : — 
doses  for  several  days.  Along  with  the  silver,  j       Fol.   Mel  i  lot  us. 
I  have  not  neglected    to  resort  to  the   several 
auxiliary  measures  in   common  use  for    miti- 
gating coincident  symptoms.  Thus,  opiateand 
astringent  injections,  such  as  Opium  and  Sug- 


[for  the  northern  lancet.] 

II. 

FORMULA 

FOR  THE  PREPARATION  OF 
:KITTRiDeE'S    OINTMENT." 


ar  of  Lead — I  have  uniformly  used  for  allay- 
iDg  the  tenesmus  and  tormina.  I  have  also 
employed  the  Mustard  sinapisms,  and  as  I 
have  reason  to  think,  with  beneficial  results. 
Sponging  the  skin  with  tepid  vinegar  and  wa- 
ter, will  often  contribute  much  to  the  patient's 
comfort.  Boiled  sweet- milk  is,  undoubtedly, 
the  blandest  and  most  suitable  diet.  While 
using  the  Silver  all  the  muriates  should  le 
avoided,  and  mucilaginous  drinks,  prepared 
with  pure  rain-water,  in  moderate  quantities, 
will.be  likely  to  prove  serviceable.  Stimulants 
and  relaxants  may,  when  not  incompatible, 
be  profitably  combined  with  the  Opium  and 
and  Nitrate  of  Silver. 

In  conclusion,  1  will  add,  that  I  have  not 
known  a  single  patient  perish  of  Dysentery, 
when  treated  upon  principles  analogous  to 
those  above  described.  We  know,  indeed,  that 
a  strong  solution  of  Nitrate  of  Silver  is  our 
most  powerful  agent  in  the  subjugation  of 
Purulent  Inflammation  of  the  mucous  coat  of 
the  eye.  Why  then  should  the   same   rcmedy 
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Maiva  Sylvestris, 
Salvia  Officio. 
Sambucus  Canad. 
Artemisia  absynthium. 
Hyosciamus. 
Nicotiana. 
Humulus. 
Plantago. 


Solarium  Nig. 

Viola  tricolor.    (Heart's   ease.) 

Hypericum. 

Stramonium  Officio. 

Sempervivum  orbo. 

Cannabis  sativa. 
Rad.  Arctium  lappa. 
"     Rumex  Britannica. 
"     Lilium  flava. 

My  recipe  reads,  aa.  pugil ;  which  is  not 
very  explicit,  and  Adeps,  or  ButyrunVjb  x. 
The  article  used  as  a  body  should  be  impreg- 
nated with  the  virtues  of  the  ingredients. 

They  should  be  green,"  and  placed  in'  an 
iron  vessel  with  a  cover  ;  simmer  over  a  slow 
fire  for  twenty-four  hours,  heat  it  in  a  care- 
ful manner  till  the  herbs  arc  crisped,  and  then 
strain  with  pressure. 

I  claim  no  originality  in  'the'above*  lccipe, 
but  know  it  to   be  a  ^useful   preparation,  and 
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wish  the  Profession  to  derive  the    advantages 
attending   its   employment.    Some   may   say 
that  it  is  a  quack   medecine  ;   but  what  reci- 
I* e  was  not  in    the   first  instance, — some  one| 
discovered,   and  used   every   combination   of! 
medicinal  agents  in  a  private  manner,  before 
he  gave  it  to  the  public.    Dr.   Rush  informs ' 
us  that  Muriate  of  Soda  will  promptly   arrest 
Haemoptysis,  and  declares  that  he  is  indebted 
for  this  information  to  an  old  woman,    and  he  j 
recommends  the    Faculty   to    converge   with 
quacks,  as  we  may    occasionally   glean   some- 
thing useful  from  that  source. 

Should  any  of  your  Readers  be  disposed  to 
satirize  the  article  or  the  writer,  he  is  a  very 
independent  man,  and  win  not  be  melaneho- 
}j  on  the  occasion. — I  have  employed  this 
Ointment  for  nearly  forty  years,  and  know  it 
to  be  a  most  useful  preparation,  and  at  this 
late  day  of  my  practice,  I  could  not  well  dis- 
pense with  its  use.  1  am  aware  that  its  origin 
is  very  humble,  but  this  should  on  no  account 
deter  any  one  from  using  a  useful  article. 

In  conclusion,  I  direct  the  Readers'  atten- 
tion to  my  paper  on  Uterine  Debility,  in  tie 
2nd  Number  of  the  present  Volume  of  the 
Lancet,  for  some  of  the  uses  of  this  Unguent. 

ec£<_ain©ilie.w 
Vermont,  January,  1841. 


[for  the  northern    lancet.] 
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PUERPERAL     CONVULSIONS. 


By  F.  J".  B' Avignon,  M.   I>. 


On  the  5th  of  Nov.  ia&t,  I  was  called  at  1 
A.  M.,  to  see  Mrs  F.  of  this  village,  in  her 
first  confinement;.  She  was  a  short,  th'ek  per- 
son, of  a  fair  complexion,  blue  eyes,  mild  dis- 
position, aged  twenty  yens.  The  pairs  were 
icguhtr.  at  intervals  of  fifteen  minutes,  though 
there  was  no  appearance  that  the  case  would 
eiid  rpon.  The  os.  t'lvffi  \sas  somewhat  dilated 
aid  showed  that  labir  had  commenced.  Al- 
though it  went  on  vrry  slow  urtii  about  8 
o'er  ck  A.  M..  when  the  pains  began  to  be 
more  forcible.  The  last  pain  was  very  prolong 
0'i;  Listing  ;  siiyuU  think,  three  qpiarieirs  of  «• 


minute,  and  effected  in  part  the  delivery. 

When  the  child's  head  was  born,  the  mother 
was  taken  wi'h  puerperal  convulsions.  The 
respiration  was  suspended,  strong  contortions 
and  spasms,  producing  stiffness  of  the  extrem- 
ities and  neck  :  distortion  of  the  muscles  of 
the  face.  Eyes  fixed  and  becoming  red  by  the 
flow  of  blood  to  the  head,  which  continued  by 
a  constant  straining  of  the  muscles,  forcing  it- 
self into  the  brain  in  gTeater  quantities  than 
usual;  froth  at  the  mouth,  lips  blue  at  first, 
then  pale.  Immediately  I  asked  for  a  bandage 
and  a  dish  in  order  to  draw  blood  from  the 
patient.  Then  I  hastened  to  deliver  the  shoul- 
ders and  rest  of  the  body,  and  tie  the  umbilic- 
al cord.  As  soon  as  possible,.  I  bled  her  and 
gave  the  charge  of  the  basin  and  holding  the 
arm  to  some  attendants,  and  let  the  blood  run 
freely.  We  made  use  of  cold  applications  on 
the  head,  and  sudden  sprinkling  of  cold  wa- 
ter in  the  face. 

Percei'  ing  that,  after  the  birth  of  this  child, 
there  was  appearances  of  another  one  still,  i 
hastened,  while  the  was  bleeding  from  the 
arm,  to  deliver  her  of  a  second  female  child. 
I  introduced  try  hand,  tore  the  membranes  of 
the  amnios,  and  the  waters  rushed  out.  I  then 
perceived  that  the  os  tineas  was  much  dilated, 
over  three  inches  in  diameter,  forming  a  well 
determined  ring,  tense  and  firm;  so  was  the 
lower  third  of  the  uterus,  which  was  larger 
in  diameter,  empty,  and  the  internal  walls 
smooth  firm  and  tense.  For  a  moment  I  coull 
not  discover  any  particular  part  of  the  child, 
but  in  examining  more  closely,  I  ascertained 
that  the  head,  feet  and  hands  presented  them- 
selves together. 

Considering  that  a  speedy  delivery  was  the 
only  resource  in  my  possession,  I,  with  fcome 
difficulty,  secured  the  left  foot  and  then  the 
right  one.  My  impression,  at  the  time,  was 
that  there  existed  a  se.mi-hour-glass  contrac- 
tion or  th'^  foe -us  for  the  reason  that  the  ex- 
traction by  the  feet  encountered  more  resist- 
ance than  usual:  the  rest  of  the  body  came 
easy.  1  say  semi-hour-glass  contraction,  be- 
cause there  was  no  closure  of  ihe  os  finese  to 
make  the  contraction  complete.  By  that  time 
the  convulsions  had  abated,  tin-  pi'h-r.t/s  pulse 
was  low,  lips  pale,  the  eyes  free  of  blood,  the 
ble«  dio.p;  being  also  somewhat  stopped.  1  ban- 
daged the  arm.  Thf  second  child  was purple; 
:md  sl  owing  all  the  appearances  of  aaphexia. 
!  gay*  if  to  on"  of  the  attendants,  who  I' knew, 
would  do  her  <Ju't.  in  reviving  the  infant. 

VV-iUiar.l  losing  any   time    1    extracted    the 
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placenta.  The  patient  during  the  delivery  of 
the  second  child,  complained  some,  and  when 
the  operation  was  over,  I  asked  her  if  she  felt 
better  :  she  answered  in  the  affirmative.  This 
was  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Soon 
after,  she  was  taken  with   another  fit,   but  by 


tion  of  these  causes,  that  oiir  attention  should 
be  particularly  fixed,  in  regard  to  the  diseases 
of  this  period.  One  or  even  several  of  these 
causes  may  be  removed,  and  yet  a  remaining 
one  may  renew,  or  continue  the  morbid  effect 
upun  the  brain,  which  they  had  conjointly  be- 


sprinkling suddenly  and  repeatedly  cold  water   gun.  The  causes  which  co-operate  in  the  last 
in  her  face,    I    shortened  the   paroxvsm.  We   period  of  UterG-gestati on,  in  inducing  a    mor- 


carried  her  to  a  more  convenient  bed,  still  un- 


bid  state  of  the  brain,  are  chiefly  uterine  and 


conscious  ;  we  applied  ice  to  the  head,  synap-   intestinal  irritation,  concurring  with  the   act- 


isms  and  warm  flats  to  the  lower  extremities, 
covered  her  body  with  thick  coverings,  to  to 
keep  it  warm.  She  seemed  to  become  more 
rational  and  said  she  felt  better.  However  she 
was  soon  taken  with  coma  and  sterterous 
breathing.  I  sprinkled  water  in  her  face,  ener- 
getically for  a  while,  and  the  sterterous  breath- 
ing ceased,  and  she  appeared  easy,  with  slow 
respiration,  slow  and  weak  pulse. 

About  noon  I  left  her  for  an  hour,   and  on 
my  return,  I  found  her   comfortable    and  jra 


ual  pressure  of  the  gravid  uterus  upon  the 
various  viscera  and  vessels  situated  behind  it, 
and  the  state  of  plethora  of  the  vascular  sys- 
tem especially,  occasioned  by  this  pressure. 
During  parturition,  the  contractile  efforts  of 
the  uterus  and  of  the  abdominal  muscles  add 
another  source  of  danger  to  those  already 
mentioned;  and  it  is  at  this  period  that  the 
brain  is  most  subjected  to  fulness  and  pressure 
and  ihat  convulsions  or  even  apoplexy  are  apt 
to  occur.  Several  sources   of  danger   arej^re- 


tional.  I  gave  a  strict  order  to  keep  quiet  and  j  moved  when  delivery    has  taken  place  ;   and 


have  the  room  darkened  ana  with  only  one  at- 
tendant, enjoining  a^o  cold  applications  to 
the  head  and  warm  ones  to  the  feet,  and  also 
changing  the  place  of  the  synapisms  often 


yet  this  is  not  always  sufficient  to  protect  the 
patient  from  an  attack  of  convulsions  ;  for^this 
terrible  affection  has  first  occurred,  even  after 
delivery  had  been  effected.  In  this  case,  espe- 


About  9  P.  M.,  in  visiting  her  again,  I  per-  i  cially,  we  suspect  that  a  state  of  intestinal 
ceived  that  her  situation  was  indeed  favorable.  !  Ioai..ci  and  irritation  has  been  the  exciting  cause 
Then  I  asked  her  common  questions  in  such  o£the  coil viiki on.  This  observation  confirms 
cases,  to  which  she  answered  properly.  She  I  the  remark  already  made,  that  when  several 
said  that  she  remembered  the  birth  of  the  first  j  causes  have  co-operated  to  induce  a  state  of 
child,  but  did  not  know  any  thing  about  the  j  danger,  some  may  be  removed,  and  yet  if  one 
second.  Very  strict  and  low  diet  was  ktpt  I  remains;  it  may lead  to  the  most  disastrous 
that  day  and  the  two  succeeding.  Two  or  three  I  events.  Convulsions  do  occasionally  occur  aft- 
hours  after  its  birth,  the  second  child  iinprov-  j  cp  delivery,  even  although  the  system  be  in  a 
ed;  and  in  proportion  that  it  improved  its  res-  !  state  of  exhaustion  from  haemorrhage.  The 
piratory  faculties,  the  extremities  would  at  |  ttate  of  general  exhaustion  is  not,  we  believe, 
times  have  spasms.  The  next  day  those  spasms  j  incompatible  with  a  state  of  fullness  of  the 
increased  with  the   addition  of  the   different  1  brain  y but  this  kind  of    convulsions  will  be 


fcigns  of  convulsions.  These  phenomena  in- 
creased in  severity,  until  death  relieved  the 
little  sufferer  in  the  night  of  the  6th  to  the  7ih. 

A  few  dajy  after  the  accouchement  of  Mrs. 


found,  we  think,    frequently  to  involve   also  a 
state  of  intestinal  load  and  irritation.. 

The  danger  may  ari?6:  however,  immedi- 
ately after  delivery  more  directiv  and  simply, 
F.,  as  I  had  never  been  called  to  see  her,  and  j  from  a  state  of  inanition  and  exhaustion,  the 
us  1  did  not  know  her  previous  to  her  sickness  '  effects  of  an  emptied  condition  of  the  uterus 
1  inquired  of  her  about  her  former  health,  dis-  j  avid  abdomen,  of  abstracted  pressure  upon  the 
position,  &c  She  answered  that  she  had  al-  viscera  and  vessels  along  the  spine,  and  per- 
\\ays  been  healthy,    her  bowels  regular,   and    haps  of  loss  of  hluod. 

on  the  whole  comfortable,  lint  that  one  day;  fo  these  soaices  of  danger  after  delivery 
she  thought  sh.e  got  cold  and  laid  down.  At  mutt  alto  be  added  the  effects,  perhaps,  of 
that  time,  while  ljing  on  her  bed,  she  f-  It  her  j  protracted  suffering,  of  violtnt  pain,  of  mental 
limb*  numb.  j  alarm,  and  what  n.ay  be  termed    the  ktshoek:' 

In  the  latter  periods  of  pregnancy,    says  M.  ;  of  parturition. 


Hall,  several  causes  combine  their  influence 
especially  to  endanger  the  £ta.e  of  the  kain- 
It  is  upon  the  conjoined    and  scy orate   opera."! 


Ausablc  Foik?,  (N.  V.)  January,  1851. 
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[for  the  northern  lancet.] 
IV. 
DEATH:    ITS   VARIETIES 

REALITY     AND     SIMULATION. 

A    MEDICO-LEGAL    DISSERTATION. 


By  Horace  Nelson,  M.  D. 


[Continued  from  page   83  ] 
1.  De&tli    frossi    Drowning. 


parent,  which  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours, 
by  their  situation,  nature  and  extent,  will  as- 
sist materially  in  determining,  whether  drown- 
ing had  been  accidental  or  not. 

When  excoriations  are  present,  they  may 
have  been  produced  after  death,  either  in  se- 
curing and  recovering  the  body  ;  or  from  its 
having  laid  in  shallow  water,  and  the  handa 
being  in  a  depending  p<  s'.tion,  catching  or 
rubbing  against  stones  at  the  bottom,  or  other 
substances  at  the  edges  of  the  water,  against 
which  the  body  may  come  in  contact,  when 
carried  down  by  the  swiftness  of  the  stream. 
This  will  also  account  for  wounds  or  abraisona 
found  on  other  parts  of  the  body,  and  should 
be  taken  into  consideration  when  called  upon 
to  give  an  opinion  as  to  the  manner  of  death. 
Dr.  Fine  remarks,  that  the  rapidity  of  the 
Rhone,  and  the  numerous  mills  erected  on  its 


Conclusion  of  the  examination  of  the   Extern-    banks,  often  produce   most  dreadful   wounds 


al  Signs  cf  Drowning. — Illustrative  Cases. 

1.   The  Hands. — Color.  In  a  body   that  has 
remained  several  days  in    the   water,    the  in- 
teguments of  the  palms  of  the    bands,   as  also 
those  of  the  soles  of  the    feet,    become  white, 
thickened  and  wrinkled.  These  changes   gen- 
erally take  place  on  the  fourth   or   fifth   day, 
and   more   particularly  on   the  ball   of     the 
thumb,  over   the  hypoihenar   eminence,  and 
aleo  on  the  latetal  surface    of  the   fingers. — 
Excoriations,    The   hands    and   fingers    from 
having  been  observed  in  many  instances  to  be 
excoriated   or   abraded,    have   induced   some 
medical  jurists  to   regard  them   as  presump- 
tive signs  of  death  by  drowning •  but  no  direct 
evidence  can  be  deduced  from  them,    fur   the 
following  reasons: — They  are  not   present  in 
all  cases,  and  are  not  always  apparent  on  the 
body  at  the  time  of  its  removal  from   the  wa- 
ter, but  will  become  visible   in  a   short   time 
after,  as  remarked  by  Taylor,    from  the  skin 
having  abundantly  imbibed  water,  which  will 
conceal  the  color  of  the    ecchymosis.  After  a 
fchorfc  exposure  to  the  air,  the  water  evaporat- 
ing will  cause  the  bruises  or  contusions  to  be- 
come  visible.    This   circumstance   should   be 


on  the  bodies  of  these  who  are  driven  against 
the  stakes  in  the  stream,  or  drawn  into  the 
machinery.  (Marc,  C.  C.  H.  Manuel  D  Au- 
topsie  Cadaver  ique  Medico- Legale.  1808.  rage 
183  ) 

The  abraisons  or  injuries  may  have  been 
caused  at  the  moment  of  falling  in  the  water, 
as  is  illustrated  by  the  foil  owing  instances. — 
A  few  years  ago,  a  man  who  had  leaped  from 
each  of  the  then  three  bridges  into  the  Thames 
wiih  impunity,  undertook  to  repeat  the  exploit 
fur  a  wager.  Having  jumped  from  London 
bridge,  he  sunk,  and  was  drowned.  When  the 
body  was  found,  it  appeared  that  he  had  gone 
with  the  arms  in  the  horizontal,  instead  of 
the  perpendicular  posture,  in  consequence  of 
which,  both  o(  them  were  dislocated  by  the 
fall  on  the  water.  (Smith,  J.  G.  The  Princ;? 
pics  of  Forensic  Medicine.  1827.  page  214.) 

The  second  case  is  reported  oy  Dr.  Eeveil- 
lon,  of  a  sold:er,  an  excellent  twimmer,  who 
plunged  headlong  into  tho  Sambre.  He  was 
seen  to  struggle,  but  it  was  supposed  to  be  in 
jest :  but  perceiving  him  to  become  motionless, 
he  was  dragged  out.  On  recovering  his  senses 
he  was  found  to  be  perfectly   paralysed  from 


carefully  remembered,  as  it  will  throw  much  |  the  neck  downwards.  Death  followed  in  a  few 
light  upon  ceriarn  ecibvnused  sroip,  absent  1  hours,  and  on  dissection,  the  body  of  the  fifth 
at  one  time  and  present  at  another,  and  also  j  cervical  vertebra  was  found  fractured  trans- 
from  the  fact,  that  contusions  or  injuries  re-  j  versely.  (Medico-Chirurgieal  Review,  vol.  11, 
erived  before  death,  may  at  the  time  of  with-  \'p*  240;  from  Archives  Generates  dc  Medecinc.) 
drawing  the  body  from  the  water  not    be  ap-  \     In  the  death  struggle,  the  person  will  grasp 
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at  ary  object  that  may  happen  to  be  within  hisl  found  her  husband  and  Levi  ti'tmg  together, 
reach,  and  in  thefe  efforts,  will  frequently  pro-  The  latter  instantly  took  his  hat  and  went 
duee  injuries  of  a  m  re  or  less  severe  nature,  out  into  the  entry,  and  the  moment  the  door 
Thcs«  excoriations  will  only  bear  testimony,  /peied,  Mrs.  Ring  heard  a  walking  on  the 
to  the  character  of  the  bottom  where  the  per-  staiis,  and  directly  a  whispering  at  the  door, 
eon  was  drowned,  for  they  will  be  absent  if  She  soon  heard  them  walking  along,  and  pre- 
Bubmersion  has  taken  place  in  deep  water,  at  sen fcly  the  front  door  opened,  and  the  latch 
a  dis'anee  from  shore,  and  necessarily  where  fell.  The  time  she  accurately  fixed  at  abo  ufe 
ohjects  will  be  out  of  re ach  ;  should  the  b.jdy,  ,ten  minutes  after  eight.  Weeks  returned  to 
on  the  contrary,  be  found  in  a  narrow  stream  h*3  lodgings  &t  Ring's  at  10 o'clock.  Gulielma's 
with  tdiallow  water,  wi  h  various  substances  br.dy  w;-s  found  in  the  Manhattan  well,  on 
at  proximity,  and  none  of  these  found  grasped the  2d  of  January,  1800. 

in  die  hands,  the  conclusions  to  be  drawn,  are, !  A -3  t3  the  circumstantial  evidence,  Dr.  Beck 
either  that  the  individual  was  drowned  in  a  adds  the  following.  It  was  proved  by  a  wit- 
state  of  unconsciousness,  or  that  the  body  had  nes^,  that  Weeks  lal  spent  the  evening  with 
been  thrown  in  after  it  had  been  deprived  of  him  from  half  past  e'ght  until  ten  :  and  r-gain 
life  through  murderous  means.  jit  was  testified,  that  it  took   fifteen   minutes 

The  following  case  will  illustrate  the  first  |to  walk  from  Ring's  to  the  well, 
position  :— A  young  man  of  the  Village  of  St.  The  medico- legal  testimony  was  of  the 
Ours,  Canada  East,  in  the  summer  of  1830,  following  impoit  The  body  was  carefully 
was  angling  for  small  fUh  from  the  &tern  of  a,  drawn  op*  so  as  not  to  touch  either  side  of 
canoe  :  having  be  en  absent  from  the  house  a  tn©  well.  Her  hat,  handkerchief  and  shoes 
longer  time  than  usual,  a  servant  was  dis  '^e:e  gone,  and  her  clothes  torn.  On  the  right 
patched  after  him,  who  discovered  the  young  hand  there  was  sort  e'hing  like  a  bruise,  aad 
man,  drowned,  with  his  face  downwards  in  there  were  scratches  of  sand  upon  her  skin, 
little  less  than  two  feet  of  water,  the  right  some  of  which  was  knocked  tff,  and  seemed 
band  firmly  grasping  the  rod,  and  one  foot  to  have  been  cl.iven  forward.  The  right  foot 
out  of  the  water.  No  post  -mortem  examsna-  was  bare,  and  somewhat  scratched  on  its  op- 
tion was  allowed,  and  the  Jury  resting  their  V(Y  Part'  as  if  E^e  Dac-  ^een  lagged  on  the 
opinion  on  the  sight  of  the  h  dy,  retained  a  ground.  Her  countenance  was  flushed,  and 
verdict  of  accidental  dr  wnina.  ;her  arms  and  neck  very  limber.  Dr?.    Prince 

The  second  point  i*  demonstrated  by  a  ease  and  Mackintosh  examined  the  body  before 
which  happened  m  New  York  in  1800,  and,the  to**>er'i  Jul7,  ™  ^e  3d  January.  It  was 
which  is  recorded  in  Beck's  Medical  Juris- ,'a;  c "-r'aned  that  she  was  not  pregnant.  The 
prudence  Vol.  2.  p.  207-L:..vi  Weeks  waijscarf-ikin  ofth3  face  wa3  s:ratched'  asifwith 
on  the  3 Ut  March,  1800,  put  upon  his  trial,  V^and  there%as  a ;  bruite  on  the  knee, 
before  the  ccurt  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  at  There  wa<  a  livid  spot  on  the  breast,  but  net 
New  York,  for  the  murder  of  Gulielma  Sands.  |  on  ^  »«<&  la  the  body  a  small  quantity  of 
The  principal  circumstances  were  cs  follow. :  |  waUr  was  discovered.  Both  these  gentlemen 
The  deceased  and  the  rrisoner  lodged  in  the;deP0Sed'  that  iu  their  o^ini0D'  a11  the  aPPear" 
bonee  of  Mm.  Ring,  who  vas  a  dWarvt  rela-!an;es  could  be  accounted  for  on  the  tupp-jii- 
tive  of  the  former  She  received  attention  !  tion  »f  her  havinS  h(  en  drowned, 
from  the  pr'is  ner;  and  told  Mrs.  Ring  thatj  &*•  Hosack  saw  the  body  on  the  day  it  was 
tlie  was  to  be  married  to  him  on  Sunday,  the  interred.  Me  w?s  struck  with  ihe  uuueual 
221  of  December,  1700.  When  the  evening  redness  of  the  countenance,  and  upon  lotting 
arrived,  she  dressed  herself,  and  came  down  at  the  neck,  observed  three  or  four  dark-co- 
jnto  the  Iowa- room,  w' ere  the  prisoner  was. -j-Jtared  spots,  of  an  irregular  shape,  but  not  in 
Shorly  after,  f-ho  again  went  upstairs  whith-'a*1  exact  line.  The  largest  were  aHonfc  an  inch 
pt  Mrs.  Rif/fl  followed  her,  ^aw  her  put  Onj««d  a  half,  and  the  nnaUebt  about  rl  r.-;e  nnar- 
her  hit  and  shawl  and  take  her  n  uT  in  her  '•«:»  '  ■*'  -»»  in.oli-  He  w a  -  decidedly  of  an  opin- 
)anl-  Wl.-l;  in  this  sbite  of  pre|  a-«tim  .Mrs  i<>n  that  those  wjre  n-.arks  of  vLfcnce  done 
Kino    ft  tie  down    stairs   into   i.1  e   room,  and  to  'h    neck,  and    did  net   conceive  it  po.^ihle 
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that  they  could  have  been  committed  on  ones, 
own  person.  Other  witnesses  had  also  observ- 
ed these  spots  on  the  neck. 

Towards  the  conclusion   of  the   trial,    the 
Dr.  was  again  called,  and  asked  whether  there 
was  any  explanation  by    which    the   medical 
testimony  apparently  so  discordant,    could  be 
reconciled.  He  replied,  that  it  might  in  either 
of  two  ways.  First,  the  spots    were    probably 
not  so  visible,  when  the  body  was  first  taken 
cut  of  the  water,  as  after  it  had  bsen  exposed 
to  the  air  for   some  days.  The   gradual   pro- 
gress of  putrefaction    might  have   developed 
this  appearance  in  the  ii  jured  part    Second- 
ly, when  she  was  first  taken  out  of  the   well, 
it  was  generally  supposed  that  the  neck   and  j 
collar  bone  were  broken.  As   Dr.  II.   did  not  j 
see  her  until  the  day  of  interment,    it  is    pos- 
sible that  the  frequent  turning    and   bending 
if  the  head,  and    the  repeated   examinations  \ 
of  the  neck,  to  ascertain  the   injury    done    to  i 
the  collar   bone,    might   1  ave   produced    the  j 
spots  in  question,    and  as   the  body  had  been  j 
dead  for  several  days,  a  little   violence  might 
have  produced  a  rupture  of  the  cutaneous  ves- 
sels, and  a  consequent  effusion  under  the  skin. 

The  prisoner  was  acquitted. 

Dr.  Beck  remarks,  that  the  prisoner  was 
(doubtless  innocent,  but  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  deceased  suffered  violence,  previous  to 
falling  or  being  thrown  in/o  ihe  well. 

Sand  or  mud  under  the  finger-nails  —-Lit 
tie  or  no  reliance  should  be  placed  on  these 
appearances ;  they  are  merely  indicative  of 
the  nature  of  the  bottom  of  the  water  where- 
in the  body  has  been  found,  and  will  be  no- 
ticed in  almost  every  case,  where  the  body 
has  remained  for  some  time  in  shallow  water. 

Substances  grasped  in  the  Hands. — When 
a  body  is  recoverd,  it  will  frequently  be  cb 
served,  that  the  hands  firmly  embrace  objects 
which  may  have  been  se'zed  at  the  moment 
of  falling,  or  after  the  individual  has  reached 
the  water.  These  substances  should  be  care- 
fully examined,  and  compared  with  those 
found  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  place 
where  the  body  has  been  discovered,  as  they 
will  tend  to  establish  the  fact,  whether  the 
individual  was  living  at  the  time  of  submer- 
sion, as  they  will  also  prove  evidences  of  vio- 
lence offered  to  the  deceased.  The  importance 
of  this  examination,  as  well  as  that  of  other 
sollateral  circumstances,  is  exemtlvfied  bv 
the    following  case,    reported    by   Pakjs  anr 


Fonklajsqu-W.  xMc<lical  Jurisprudence,  v.  iii. 
p.  41.)  A  gentleman,  by  the  name  <  f  Taylor, 
was  murdered  at  fibrnsy  in  December  1828  ; 
marks  of  footsteps  deep  in  the  ground  were 
discovered  near  the  New  River,  and  on  taking 
out  the  body,  the  hands  were  f  und  clenched 
and  contained  grass  which  had  been  torn  from 
the  batA.  If  a  d  ad  b  dy  hi  found  still  hold- 
ing to  a  rope,  cable,  or  oar,  no  further  evi- 
dence is  required  to  show  that  the  deceased 
must  have  died  by  drowing.  (Taylor,  p.  537.) 

Rigidity  — This  condition  of  the  bo7y,  ai  d 
the  last  of  the  external  signs  of  death  fumi 
submersion,  is  one  upon  which  bub  a  small 
share  of  consideration  should  be  placed,  being 
influenced  by  the  length  of  time  the  body 
has  been  submerged,  as  also  whether  the  ac- 
cident has  occurred  during  the  winter  or  in 
summer.  Mr.  Taylor  illustrates  this  condi- 
tion, by  the  narrative  of  two  cases,  which  we 
copy  entire,  as  they  bear  out  several  very 
interesting  j  oints  of  Iv  gal  Medecine. 

An  impor  ant  question  arose  in  the  case  of 
The  Queen  v.  George  (Hereford  Lent  As  iz  a, 
1847),  as  to  whether  drpvvn'ng  was  likely  to 
produce  a  convulsed  or  contracted  state  of  tl  e 
limbs.  The  prisoner  was  indictel  fur  Hie 
murder  of  her  infant  child,  by  drowning  it. 
When  taken  from  the  water  (in  the  nonth  of 
December),  about  nir«e  days  after  the  sup- 
posed murder,  there  was  no  marks  of  exter- 
nal violence.  The  arms  and  legs  were  con- 
tracted,  and  the  hands  closed.  On  inspect' on 
the  vessels  of  the  biain  were  congested,  the 
lungs  were  collapsed,  and  there  was  farin- 
aceous food  in  the  stomach,  partially  digest 
ted.  The  state  of  the  trachea,  and  the  pres- 
ence or  absence  of  mucous  froth  are  not  re- 
ferred to.  It  will  be  seen  from  this  descrip- 
tion, that  there  was  no  appearence  to  indicate 
death  from  drownirg  with  any  certainty, 
and  in  dteal  witnesses  admitted,  that  but  for 
the  discovery  of  the  body  in  water,  the  sus- 
picion of  death  from  drowning  would  not 
have  been  entertained.  From  the  sate  of  the 
brain,  it  might  have  been  referred  to  convul- 
sions. The  defence  was,  that  the  child  had 
probably  died  of  convulsions,  and  that  in  order 
to  dispose  of  the  b jdy,  the  prisoner  had  strip- 
ped it  of  its  clothes,  and  thrown  it  into  the 
water  after  death.  The  medical  evidence  fail- 
ed to  show  that  the  child  had  died  from 
drowning,  and  tie  prisoner  wa5)  acquitted. 

The  contracted  stale  of  life  child's 
limbs  appeared  to  create  a  difficulty  in 
the  defence.  The  clothes   of   the   child 
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were  neither  torn  nor  cut.  and  the  me-  weight  he  sprang  to  a  fresh  portion.— * 
dical  witness  considered,  that  had  the 'Before  assistance  could  be  rendered,  he 
Irmbs  been  as  contracted  as  they  were  sank  to  the  bottom.  The  body  was 
when  the  body  was  found,  they  could  removed  the  next  day  :  it  was  found  at 
not  have  been  removed  without  cutting  the  bottom  of  the  pond,  beneath  the 
or  tearing.  The  question  therefore  was,  hole  in  the  ice.  The  arms  of  the  de- 
whether  the  state  of  the  child's  limbs  ceased  were  quite  stiff,  and  still  retained 
did  not  prove  that  it  had  been  put  in-  the  position  in  which  he  had  rested  up- 
to  the  water  while  living.  As  the  usual  on  the  ice  ;  his  legs  were  quite  extended 
appearances  of  death  by  asphexLa  were  and  the  muscles  on  the  fore  part  of  the 
entirely  wanting,  it  is  proper  to  deter-! thigh,  were  very  much  contracted,  as  if 
mine,  whether  there  may  not  be  some! they  had  been  powerfully  exerted,  in 
explanation  of  the  fact  consistently  with; keeping  him  erect  while  he    was   hang- 


death  before  immersion.  The  admission 
made  by  the  witness  in  cross-examina 
tion,  appears  to  supply  all  that  is  neces- 
sary for  this   explanation.   If    the   child 


ing  on  the  ice.  There  was  no  appear- 
ance of  his  attempt  to  breathe  after  he 
had  gone  below  the  water.  His  coun- 
tenance was  quite    natural  :  there    was 


had  died  of  convulsions,  if  the  clothes j no  water  or  froth  in  his  mouth,  and  in 
were  then  removed,  and  the  body  thrown  I  Mr.  Beardsley's  opinion  the  subject 
in  immediately,  the  sudden  effect  of  the  had  the  appearance  of  a  body  immersed 


cold  water  might  have  occasioned  the 
contraction  of  the  limbs;  or  the  child 
may  not  have  been  really,  but  only  ap- 
parently dead,  when  the  mother  stripped 
it.  If  some  time  had  elapsed  before  im- 
mersion, so  that  the  body  had  become 
cold,  then  the  limbs  would  have  been 
found  either  relaxed  or  stiffened  in  a 
straight  position.  The  persistence  of 
this  contracted  state  for  so  many  days, 
may  be  explained  by  the  immersion 
having  laken  place  at  the  coldest  sea- 
son of  the  year. 

In  general,  when  the  dead  bodies   of 
the  drowned  are  taken    from  water,  the 
limbs  are  found  relaxed  ;  but   this  must 
depend  on  the  period  at  which  they  are 
removed.     Rigidity    takes    place     after 
death  in  water,    perhaps    more    rapidly 
than  in  air.   If  the     water    be  intensely 
cold,  and  the  individual  have    struggled 
violently,  the  last    struggles  of  life   may 
be  indicated  by  the    contorted  state   of 
the    limbs    persisting   through    rigidity. 
Mr.    Bf.ardsley,    a    former   pupil,   has 
communicated  to  me  the  following  case 
which  he    had  to    examine.     A    young 
man,  while  skating,  fell  through  the  ice 
of  a  pond  about  seven    yards   deep.  It 
was  in  February,  1847.   He  was  not  to- 
tally immersed,    for    he    kept    his  head 
and  shoulders  out    ot    the  water    above 
ihe  ice,  with  his  arms  resting    upon  it; 
aDd  as    the    ice    gave   way    under    his 


after  death  from  some  other  cause.  It 
does  not  appear  that  there  was  any  in- 
ternal inspection.  Mr.  Beardsley's 
opinion,  was  that  the  water  being  about 
32  deg. ,  the  man  was  in  reality  killed 
by  cold  or  frozen  ;  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  if  this  did  not  operate  as  the  direct 
cause  of  death,  it  materially  accelerated 
it. — p.  532. 


(U°The  seat  of  the  pain  affords,  in 
most  cases  the,  surest  information  as  to 
the  organ  affected  and  is  on  that  account 
of  diagnostic  importance.  However,  one 
cannot  always  depend  on  it;  pain  often 
manifests  itself  only  at  the  aperture  of 
the  organ,  especially  of  the  mucous 
membranes,  often  only  at  a  remote  part 
of  the  nerve  which  comes  from  the  dis- 
eased part,  often  in  the  organs  which 
have  most  influence  on  the  morbid  part, 
and  vice  versa. 

Pain  in  internal  parts  is  in  general 
more  dangerous  than  that  of  external  ; 
and  if  the  latter  follow  the  former,  and 
follow  acute  internal  diseases,  the  prog- 
nosis is  so  much  the  better;  if  the  re- 
verse occur,  it  is  more  unfavorable. 

With  respect  to  duration,  pain  is  dis- 
tinguished   into    the  transient,    perma 
rient,     remittent,   and   intermittent. — 
Schill's  Semeiology. 
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Cass  I.  Marasmus.  Richard  Kelly,  aged 
3  years,  until  the  period  of  his  departure  from 
Ireland,  for  this  country,  three   months  since, 
was  in    good    health.  He   was  then  attacked 
with  Diarrhoea,  which    has  continued   to   the 
present  time.  The   appearance   of  this  little 
sufferer  is  appalling;  it  is  in  all  truth  a  living 
skeleton,  and  is  scarcely    possible  to   conceive 
of  a  human  being  more   reduced  in  flesh.  Its 
face  is  wrinkled,    and  presents    the   aspect  of 
extreme  old  age.   Although  nursed  until  a  late 
period,  this  child  was  allowed  to  eat  ind'ffer- 
ently  of  various  articles  of  food  ;    the  poverty 
of  the  mother  was  such,    that  her  object   ap- 
peared to  be  the  provision  of  quantity,  without 
any  reference  to  the  quality  of  the  food   This, 
observed  the  Professor,  is  an  instance  of  lam- 
entable  emaciation,    superinduced   by   expo- 
sure and  improper  diet.    This    child  is  labor- 
ing under  Marasmus,  and  affords   a   striking 
example  of  its   effects.  Marasmus  is  emphat- 
ically a  disease  of  the  Functions  of  Nutrition, 
and  is  often  traceable  to   improper  food.  It  is 
an  affection  closely  allied  to  a  Scrofulous  dia- 
thesis. The    Gastro-iatestinal   mucous   mem- 
brane is  the  most  common  seat    of  disease  in 
Infancy  ;    and  a   morbid  action  of  this  surface 
is  frequently  caused   by  nourishment,    which 
is  either  in  excess,    or  ill-adapted  to  the  deli- 
cacy of  the  organs  at  this  early  age.  The    ir- 
ritation thus   occasioned    on    the   alimentary 
surface,  will  sometimes  extend  to  the  Mesen- 
teric gland-,    followed   by   distension   of  the 

abdomen,    and  emaciation,    as  in  the   present 

instance. 

Disease  of  the  Mesenteric   glands,   and  Ra- 

mollissement  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
Stomach,  were  formerly  supposed  to  be   of 

common   occurrence,  and   wero  regarded   as, 


^  the  true  causes  of  the  Diarrhoea,  and  conse- 
quent Atrophy  so  fatal  among  children.  Pa- 
thological researches,  however,  have  proved 
that  such  is  not  the  fact.  The  only  positive 
evidence  of  Mesenteric  enlargements,  con- 
tinued the  Professor,  is  that  furnished  to  the 
hand  of  the  physician  in  exploring  the  abdom- 
inal walls.  These  enlargements  are  often  su]> 
p  >sed  to  exist,  when  in  fact,  there  is  nothing 
more  than  an  accumulated  mass  of  hardened 
^ceces  in  the  intestine  *.  The  Professor  spoke 
very  fully  on  this  subject,  and  called  attention 
to  several  interesting  points  of  Pathology 
connected  with  Marasmus. 

Treatment.  In  the  present  condition  of 
this  child,  little  is  to  be  expected  from  treat- 
ment :  and,  under  any  circumstances   the  on- 
ly indication  is  to  attend  to  the  digestive  func- 
tions. With  this  intention,  the  following   was 
ordered  : — R.  Hydrarg.  cum  Creta,  gr.  iij  , 
Pulv.  Rhei,  gr.  vi. 
M.  Div.  in  chart.  No.  iij. 
One  of  these  powders  to  be  given  as  circum- 
stances may  require,  the  object   being  to  re- 
move the  vitiated  secretions.  When  the   bow- 
els have  been  properly  cleansed, — R.  Hydriod. 
Potasses,  gr,  ^,  in  half  a  wine  glass   of  Com. 
Decoct   Sarsap.  The   abdomen  to   be   freely 
rubbed  with  Camphorated  Oil.  Diet   to   be  of 
the  mildest  kind. 

Case  II.  Pregnancy.  Margaret  Mac- 
Derm  ott  whose  case  was  reported  at  a  former 
Clinique,  and  who  was  cured  of  Ulceration  of 
the  Cervix  Uteri,  presented  herself  this  day 
with  her  child.  The  child  for  the  last  three 
weeks  has  invariably  vomited  after  taking  the 
breast.  The  mother  has  continued  to  nurse  it, 
and  the  consequence  is,  that  the  infant  has 
become  much  enfeebled.  On  inquiry  as  to  the 
present  situation  of  the  mother,  it  was  found, 
that  she  herself  had  suffered  from  nausea  and 
vomitirg,  with  frequent  desire  to  pass  water. 
The  vomiting  was  of  a  peculiar  character;  as 
soon  as  she  would  eat,  the  contents  of  the 
stomach  were  ejected,  and  she  was  then  per- 
fectly well.  The  attention  of  the  Class  was 
especially  directed  to  this  case,  as  one  of  great 
practical  interest.  The  strong  presumption  is, 
that  this  patient  is  pregnant.  Her  milk,  as  is 
usual  in  Gestation,  has  become  so  altered  in 
its  character  that  it  is  no  longer  proper  for 
the  delicate  stomach  of  her  child,  which  fact 
is  demonstrated  by  its  immediate  ejection. 
The  presumption  of  pregnancy  is  founded  on 
the  following  circumstances: — 1st.  The  char- 
acteristic  of  the  vomiting   consequent  up  a 
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Pregnancy,  is  present  in  tnis  case.  2nd.  The 
frequent  desire  to  pass  -water.  3rd.  The  de- 
rangement produced  in  the  chili  immed'ately 
after  nursing.  In  the  early  periods  of  Preg 
nancy,  the  Uterus  does  not  ascend,  but  its 
tendency  is  to  descend  into  the  Pelvic  cavity  ; 
this  descent  of  the  organ  produces  necessarily 
more  or  les  descent  and  irritation  of  the  blad- 
der. This  latter  viscus  is  connected  through 
the  medium  of  cellular  tissue  to  the  inferior 
third  of  the  anterior  surface  of  the  wcmb. 

From  this  connection,  it  is  obvious  that  the 
position  of  the  bladder  must  vary  with  that 
of  the  uterus.  On  the  presumption,  therefore, 
of  Pregnancy,  the  Professor  enjoined  upon  the 
mother  the  necessity  ofveanirg  her  child; 
and  recommended  her  to  feed  it  on  equal  parts 
of  fresh  cow's  milk  and  water.  This  case  is  in 
teresting  from  the  fact  that  pregnancy,  (if  it 
exists,)  has  occurred  during  the  period  of  ear- 
ly lactation,  the  child  being  but  six  months  of 
age.  In  weaning  the  infant,  it  is  very  impor- 
tant that  the  mother  should  be  fully  instruct- 
ed a  3  to  the  management  of  her  breasts,  for 
observed  the  Professor,  if  they  remain  distend- 
ed, inflammation  and  mammary  abces3  will 
likely  ensue.  The  causes  and  progress  of  mam- 
mary abcess,  were  very  fully  di  cussed.  In 
order  to  obviate  the  distension,  the  patient 
was  directed  to  abstain  for  a  few  days  from 
fluids,  to  live  principally  upon  boiled  rice  or 
vegetables.  When  the  breasts  become  pain- 
ful they  should  be  drawn,  and  she  should  also 
occasionally  take  a  tea-spoonful  cf  Epsom 
Salts. 

Case  111.  gtroplmlns.  Win.  Burn  agel 
1  year  and  9  months,  whose  case  was  reported 
at  the  Cliniquo  of  the  25th  November,  was 
returned  to  day  cured. 

Case  IV.  Paralysis  of  ttae  Rlglst 
AriH.  Catherine  Goherty,  aged  8  years,  was 
subject  when  2  years  old  to  repeated  attacks 
cf  convulsh  ns.  At  that  time,  she  passed  two 
Lumbriccides,  and  the  convulsions  ceased.  Her 
health  has  never  been  robust.  Her  abdomen 
is  enlarged,  and  she  has  a  variable  appetite, 
sometimes  voracious*  she  sleeps  badly;  her 
breath  is  fetid,  and  she  is  constantly  picking 
her  nose  :  she  has  lost  the  control  of  her  right 
arm.  The  interesting  feature  in  this  case,  re- 
marked the  Professor,  is  the  partial  paralysis 
'i  he  Nervous  system  of  children  is  liable  to 
various  disturbing  influences,  resulting  some- 
times in  loss  of  motor  power,  and,  again  in 
involuntary  paroxysmal  movements.  Paralysis 
js  occasionally,  though   rarely,  congeni'al ;  in 


'such  a  case  the  affection  is  beyond  the  effica- 
cy of  our  Science.  Paralysis,  when  occurring 
in  the  adult,  assumes  a  much  graver  aspect- 
than  when  it  presents  itself  in  childhood.  la 
the  fcrmer,  it  usually  betokens  serious  de^ 
rangement  of  the  Cerebrum  or  Medulla  Spin- 
alis, and  terminating  frequently  in  the  des- 
truction of  Life. 

"Various  causes,  however,  entirely  uncon- 
nected with  structural  lesion,  will  occasion 
Paralysis  in  the  child.  We  see  it  as  the  accom* 
paniment  of  Dentition,  and  of  Constipation  * 
cold  will  produce  it:  and  intestinal  worms  arc 
also  among  the  causes  of  this  affection.  It 
frequently  happens  that  Paralysis  is  traceable 
to  some  transitory  disturbance  of  the  brain  as 
exhibited  in  a  slight  convulsive  movement : 
the  cerebral  disturbance,  however,  quickly 
subsides,  and  very  rarely  results  in  permanent 
injury  of  the  organ.  The  duration  of  Paraly- 
sisuin  children,  is  subject  to  great  variation. 
It  sometimes  passes  off  almost  immediately; 
while  at  others,  it  is  protracted,  and  rebellious 
to  remedies, 

In  reviewing  the  history  of  this  case,  an  in- 
teresting inquiry  naturally  presents  itself,  a3 
to  the  real  cause  of  the  paralysis.  Is  it  trace- 
able to  the  convulsions  with  which  this  child 
was  attacked  when  2  years  old,  or  is  it  ascrib- 
able  to  some  other  influence  1  It  must  be  re- 
membered that  at  the  time  of  the  convulsions 
the  child  passed  two  Lumbricoides,  wlen  the 
convulsions  ceased  and  have  not  recurred. 
It  is  more  probable ,  therefore,  that  the  con- 
vulsions were  altogether  due  to  the  intestinal 
imtat:on  produced  by  the  worms:  the  spinal 
system  being  the  medium  through  which  the 
'rritation  was  conveyed.  The  symptoms  ex- 
hibited by  the  child  at  the  present  time,  au- 
tLorize  the  suspicion  that  worms  may  yet  be 
in  the  intestinal  canal,  and  are  the  cause  of 
the  Paralysis.  But  if  worms  really  exist,  why 
do  not  convulsions  again  ensue.  The  child 
when  attacked  with  convulsions  was  but  two 
years  of  age;  it  is  now  eight  years  old.  The 
difference  of  Cerebral  development  at  these 
respective  periods  of  Life,  is  very  remarkabb  ; 
this  child's  Brain  at  the  present  time  controls 
in  a  decided  manner  the  spinal  system  ;.  and 
the  irritation  which  at  an  earlier  period  would 
have  resulted  in  a  convulsive  movement,  de- 
velops at  the  present  time  a  different  charac- 
ter of  disturbed  action.  We  conclude,  there- 
fore, observed  the  Professor,  that  the  loes  of 
motor  power  in  this  case  is  occasioned  by  tha 
presence  of  the  worme. 
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Treatment. 

R.  Spigelia3  Marylandicoe,  \ 
Folise  Sennae,  ] 

Aquae  Bullient.  §x.         infug. 

A  table  spoonful  to  be  taken  twice  a  day. 

Case    V.    Atropltia.    Maria    Br  en  nan. 


and  abcess  The  abeess  was  opened  by  her 
physician,  and  discharged  freely.  She  has 
every  indication  of  infirm  health,  and  is  labor- 
ing under  an  Atonic  condition  of  the  system. 
The  flat  nipple,  observed  the    Professor,  is  a 

point  of  interest   in  this  case.  It  is  often   no* 
whose  case   was  reported  at  the  Clmique  of,.-     *  _    „p*^«         *     -^  j    •  <*  ..   • 

_,       rt    ,  ,:,■'.;  .  ,  ,  \  .       tlced  soon  a"er  parturition,  and   if  it  is  not 

Dec.  2nd  .  returned  to  day  with  marked  1m- 1  j     .,,    •       .7 ,v    t     j '\    xV 

.....    ■„■-  *  ^  A1        properly  managed  will   inevitably  lead  to  the 

provement  in  all  her  symptoms.  Toe    mother  r-  ..        <»    u  t        j      x       i         a    ai 

r         ,  .  ,    :       .  , J  .  \ .     ,     ,     _  ,      .lormation  ol  abcess.  In  order  to   elongate  the 

remarked  that  instead  of  10,  she  had  now  outl    •     ■,        1  ,    A  *    ,,,      ,      .       {~         ,,, 

....         '  j  nipple,  a  long  necked  bottle   having  been  fil- 

one  evacuation  daily.  She  sleeps  well,  and  is 

lively.  The  improvement  in  this  child  was  as 

gratifying  as  it  was  obvious. 

Case  VI.  Suppress! o   Mensinm.    C. 


led  with  hot  water  and  emptied,  should  be  ap- 
plied over  the  nipple.  As  the  bottle  cools,  a 
vacuum  is  produced,   and  the   nipple  is  thus 

.drawn  out :  the  child  then  grasps   it   without 
Carroll,  widow,  aged  25  years,  has  been  m  in-!-,. «*     m.      n,,  i      i.         .    -  r  a- 

A-rp        iU     ut  n°    A,      i     i.   r  ^      i  difficulty.  The  general   character  of  this  pa- 

dinerent  health  for   the  last  four  years.  Two1 

months  since,  during  her  menstrual  period  she 


fell  from  a  step  ladder  whilst  washing  win- 
dows j  she  was  very  much  frightened,  and  the 
menses  became  immediately  suppressed"  ln- 
somnolence,  palpitation  of  the  heart,  and  ce- 
phalalgia ensued  se  on  after  the  suppression. 
S'  e  seeks  advice  to  day  more  especially  for 
the  palpitati  >n,  fearing  that  she  ia  laboring 
under  organic  disease  of  this  organ.  We  have 
had  already,  observed  the  Processor,  seveial 
cases  like  this  in  the  Ciinique.  This  patient 
is  affdcted  with  functional  derangement  of  the 
Heart,  insomnolence,  and  cephalalgia.  These 
sre  but  the  results  of  the  suppression  and  will 
subside  with  the  restoration  of  the  menstrual 
function.  The    causes  of  menstrual  suppres- 


tient's  system   and  the  appearance  of  the  ab- 
cess, clearly  indicate  the  course  of 

Treatment.  Local  applications  will  be 
without  avail.  The  constitution  must  be  in- 
vigorated, and  with  this  intention  one  of  the 
following  powders  to  be  taken  twice  a  day  : — 

R    Pulv  Rhei,  B  ij  , 
Sulph.   Quicae    9j. 
M.  ft.  pulv.  xx. 

The  diet  to  be  generous,  with  half  pint  of 
Porter  a  day. 

Case  VIII.  Pa>FB*ig"©.  This  term  is  em- 
ployed to  denote  various  forms  of  pustular 
disease  aff.cting  the  Scalp,  and  other  portions 
of  the  b  >dy.  In  this  child  we  have  an  exam- 
ple of  Porrigo  Favosa,  characterized  by  small, 


fcion  are,  cold,  mental  emotion,  etc.,  and  ofiflatj fellow  pustules,  usually  distinct,  with 
the  latter,  flight,  perhaps,  is  the  most  common.  s}ight  inflammation  around  the  edges.  The 
The  patient  before  us  is  not  vascular,  nor  does  gca]p  i8  the  most  eommon  seat  0f  this  affec- 
she  labor  under  any  fullness  of  the  system  re-  ^  but  it  appears  occasionally  on  the  fore- 
quiring  depletion.  Her  nervous  system  mis k^  temples,  etc!  This  disease  is  contagious 
been  much  disturbed,  and  she  has  not  yet  re- 1  the  acrid  di8cnarge  from  the  pustules  affect- 
covered  from  the  effects  of  the  fright.  |  ing  any  gouiid  part  ^  which  .fc  may  CQme 
Treatment.  The  obvious  indication  m  -  COQtaofc;  Porrig0  aUacks  indiffcrently  both 
this  case,  is  to  quiet  the  nervous  system,  and  ^^  a]Qd    occurg  ftt  a]1    geag()ns  Qf  ^  yea^ 

then  attempt  to  restore  the  function  With  Children  of  a  spumous  diathesis  are  more  li- 
the former  view  the  patient  should  take  occa-  able  to  {f  Poyerty  and  its  atteadants  are  the 
sionally  40  drops  of  Tincture  of  Hyosciannn  ;  j  ugual  cau_e8  of  th{&  diseage> 
with  the  latter,  the   following  Pill  was  pres- 


cribed to  be  taken  every  other  night,  as  may 
bertqnired: — 11    Pil.  Aloes  c.  Myrrha,  xx 


Treatment.  The  hair  should  be  remov- 
ed, and  the  head   washed   with   Castile   soap 


Cask  V 1 1  Mammary  'abcess.  B.  Quin,  34|and  water  ;  a  poultice  of  Flax-seed  to  be   ap- 

jcabs.     The 


years  old,  has  been  n  arried  7    years,  aid  is ] plied  with  a  view  to  s  >ften    the   sc 
the  mother  of  two  children,   the  youngest  be  lUfigt.  Hydrar.  Nitratis  shouM  then    be  freely 
ing  8  aontls  old.  One  of  the  breasts  has  no]  applied  ;  attention  is  to  be  paid  to  the  general 
nipple,  or    in  other  w  id  ,  the  nipple  's  per- 
fectly flat  acd  the  child  hi  s    been  unable  to 
g.asp  it.  The  consequence  has  been    tLat  the 


■>ybtem< 

In  add't'on  fco  the  ajbove  cases,  one   case  op, 

Ascites;  two  of  Menorrhagia |  one  of  Amen- 
breast  has  become  extnmdy  distended  ;  thisj  orrhoea ;  two  of  Rubeola:  one  of  Anasarca,  ke. 
dig  en^ion    has   r-  suit  td     in     ii  U  mjriath  n|  were  prerc: :ibcd  for. 
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NOTE    BOOK    OF     PRACTICAL 

MEDICINE    AND    SURGERY. 

[Prepared  expressly   for  the   Lancet.] 


1.  Linseed  Oil  in  Haemorrhoids. 

Mr.  Van  Ryan.  (IvUnion  Medicale.) — [The 
following  practice  has  been  pursued  during 
twenty-five  years,  with  great  efficacy.]  Ad- 
minister |  ij  of  the  fresh  oil  morning  and 
evening,  and  the  remedy  will  seldom  have  to 
be  continued  longer  than  one  week.  The  eva- 
cuations are  sometimes  increased  in  quantity, 
though  no  vomiting  or  other  ill-effect  is  pro- 
duced. Abstain  from  alcoholic  drinks  and  a 
too  generous  diet. 


4.  Cod-liver  Oil    in    Phthisis.  M. 

Duclos.  (Med.  Chirurg.  Rev.)— 1.  The  pre- 
sence of  fever  is  what  we  must  chiefly  attend 
to,  relying-  more  on  this  remedy  when  it  is  ab- 
sent, and  less  when  it  is  present.  2.  The  rem- 
edy frequently  arrests  the  progress  of  the  dis- 
ease when  only  in  the  first  stage.  3.  It  rarely 
arrests  it  when  in  the  second  stage,  although 
it  may  retard  it.  4.  The  third  stage  is  not  fa- 
vorably influenced  by  the  oil.  5.  The  oil  must 
be  administered  for  a  considerable  time;  and 
if  a  good  effect  results,  it  should  be  suspend- 
ed a  while,  to  be  again  resumed.  Thus  it  may 
be  given  for  two  months,  and  then  suspended 
for  a  fortnight,  resumed  for  a  month,  and  re- 
suspended  for  a  fortnight,  again,  so  as  gradu- 
ally to  reduce  the  length  of  the  intervals  du- 
ring which  it  is  given.  6.  The  clear,  slight- 
ly smelling,  nearly  tasteless  oil,  is  less  effica- 
cious than  the  brown,  thick  strong  oil. 


£.  Treatment  of  Rubeola  fey  In- 
unction. Frof.  J.  Evans.  (North  Western 
Medical  Journal.)—  Patient  15  years  old,  with 
all  the  symptoms  of  a  violent  attack  of  measles. 
R.  Pulv.  Dov.  gr3.  viij,  every  six  hours,  with 
the  free  use  of  warm  teas.  Being  no  better  the 
next  morning,  she  was  rubbed  with  a  piece 
of  fat  bacon  over  the  entire  cutaneous  sur- 
face ;  in  a  few  hours,  the  distressing  symp- 
toms subsided  ;  the  inunction  repeated  twice 
the  next  day.  No  other  treatment ;  except  the 
free  use  of  warm  teas. 


5.  Stethescopic    sign    of    the    de- 
tachment of  the  Placenta.  M.  Cail- 
!  lault.   (IvUnion    Medicale. )--Repeated    ob- 
!  servation  has  shown  him  that,  at  the  moment 
of  the  detachment  of    the  placenta   from  the 
uterus,  a  peculiar  sound   is    produced,  feeble 
I  at  first,  increasing  in  intensity    in    proportion 
las  the  uterine  contraction  becomes  more  ener- 
getic, and  then  becoming  less    auiibie,  until 
jit  disappears.  He  says  that  it    consists    of  a 
small  cracking  sound,  very  frequently  repeat- 
ed, and  which  may  be    roughly   compared    to 
the  noise    produced    by   running    the   fingers 
over  a  straw-bottomed  chair. 


3.   Alum    in    Acute    Tonsillitis,  j 
M.    Mkrtens.     (Gaz     Medicale.)— [The  fol- 
lowing method  of  applying    alum    is    deemed 
by  the  writer,  preferable  for  children.],  Moist- 
en the  end  of  the   index    finger,  and  cover   it 
with  alum,  carry  it  down,   and  apply  it  to  the 
inner  surface  of  the  tonsil.   Place  the  ring  and  , 
middle  fingers  between  the  lips    of  the    child, 
and  when  it  opens  its  mouth,  advance  them  to 
the  base  of  the  tongue,  thereby  easily   reach-: 
ing  the  tonsil  with  the  index  finger.  This  may 
be  done  by   adults,  in  chronic  tonsillitis  for 
example,  and  they  should  be   instructed  first 
to  pass  the  finger  down  to  the  tonsil,  and  ob- 
serve by  the  saliva  which  adheres  to  it,  what 

part  comes  in  contact    with  the  tonsil,  and 

i 
then  to  cover  that  with  alum  ;   and   it  is  sur-j 

prising  with  what  facility  the  tonsil,    and  the' 

tonsil  alone  can  be  reached, 


6.  Fungous  Tumor  off   the 
tnni  in  Children,    attended    with 

Moody  discharges.  ML  Lilclayse  — 
(Med.  Chirur.  Rev  ,  from  Rev.  Mcd'co-Chir  ) 
M.  Martin  has  already  directed  attention  to 
the  affection  as  it  occurs  in  the  adult,  produc- 
ing discharges  which  are  mistaken  for  thoee 
from  hemorrhoids.  The  first  case  occurred  in 
a  child  aged  5,  about  whom  the  author  was 
consulted  in  consequence  of  hemorrhages 
which  occurred  during  a  prolapsus  ani,  and 
which  arose  from  an  excrescence  that  he  at 
firttt  mistook  for  hemorrhoids.  Examining  it 
more  closely,  he  found  it  was  a  sponery  vege- 
tation, not  unlike  a  portion  of  .he  placenta, 
which  protiudcd  from  bejond  the  sphincter 
ani  when  the  child  went  to  stool,  and  was 
quite  insensible  to  the  tcuoh.  Aa  the    hemor 
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*"hage  had  been  considerable,  the  fungus  was 
touched  with  the  nitrate  of  silver  whenever 
it  protruded  ;  and  owing  to  its  softness,  four 
or  five  applications  at  intervals  of  several 
hours,  sufficed  for  its  destruction.  In  a  second 
case,  a  girl  eet.  8  had  become  much  reduced 
by  the  quantity  of  blood  she  had  lost  during 
several  weeks;  and  a  fungous  tumour,  about 
the  size  of  an  almond,  was  easily  removed  in 
the  same  way.  A  third  case  occurred  in  an 
infant  six  months  old,  in  whom  efforts  at  stool 
protruded  a  tumour  the  size  of  a  pea,  which 
bled.  The  author  believing  it  to  be  the  germ 
of  a  fungous  tumour,  also  treated  it  with 
caustic. 

Mr.  Laclayse  believes  that  this  affection  is 
often  mistaken  for  hemorrhoids  ;  and  especial- 
ly when  the  bleedings  are  said  to  be  due  to 
internal  piles.  The  caustic  could  not  be  ap- 
plied very  high  up,  but  as  the  bleeding  has 
only  occurred  on  the  protrusion  of  the  tumour 
this  has  been  easily  reached,  the  application 
being  successful  even  when  the  base-  of  the 
tumour  could  not  be  attained. 


OyDiminulion  of  the  faculty  of  Volun- 
tary motion,  debility  of  the  muscles  de- 
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u Truth  without  Fear." 


TO   OUR   PATRONS, 

In  reply  to  several  inquiries,  by  let* 
ters  and  otherwise,  relative  to  the  form 
in  which  the  Third  Volume  of  the  Lan- 
cet will  be  published,  we  would  state, 
that,  rhe  greater  portion  will  be  printed 
with  new  and  large  type,  specimens  of 
which  appear  in  various  Departments 
of  this  Number  ;  the  page  to  be  of  the 
common  octavo  size,  without  columns. 
This  arrangement  will  permit  the  inser- 
tion of  more  reading  matter,  at  the  same 
time  that  the  Numbers  will  be  better 
f  ends  part])'  on  the  state  of  the  nervous  j  adapted  for  the  purposes  of  binding  and 
system,  partly  anil  in  a  particular   man- J  preservation. 

ner,  on  the  sanguineous  system.  It  oc-  j  In  the  Reparations  we  are  making  to 
curs  in  a  great  number  of  diseases;  in  j  bring  Q,jt  |he  Rew  Volume  rommensu- 
most  diseases  of  an  acute  form,  mime-  j  rale  m%  lhe  f]attering  patronage  bes- 
d.ately  at  their  commencement,  among  |lowcd  upon  our  publication,  we  aim  to 
the  precursors,  before  the  occurrence  of|lhe  prcscntntion  of  a  Journal,  combin- 
feyer  and  during  its  continuance;  in  j  •  practi(.a]  information,  general  inter- 
chronic  diseases,  generally  when  anly^ .  anV|  iinmajfed  cheapness.  The  ap- 
they  have  made  great  progress,  except !  pearance  of  folir  dollar-Journals,  is  as 
where  the  nervous  or  vascular  system  |:gfafirt&g  lo  us.  t}ie  originators  of cheao 
is  diseased,  as  in  chronic  diseases  of  the  j  Mcdical  Literature  in  America,  as  it  is 
brain  and  spmal  marrow  and  their  mem- 1  g()  cor(JialIy  approved  of  bv  the  Profes- 
branes and  in  those  states  combined  j  gion  m  generaL  Whetbeniiese  public- 
witti  change  of  composition  of  the  blood  j  aliof|S  woul(j  have  been  m^  had  ^ 
as  chlorosis  or  scurvy,  througn  mterrup-  |  NoRTHERN    Lancet    DOt     marked    the 

■''■  wav,  we  know  not,  but  flatter  ourselves 


tion  of  accustomed  hemorrhages, 


consult  three  or  four  Periodicals,  for  the 
!  same  amount  of  subscription  and    post- 
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age  money,  he  formerly  had  to  pay  out 
for  one  single  Journal. 

We  solicit  of  our  friends  the  contin- 
uance of  their  patronage,  and  would 
respectfully  request  their  influence  with 
professional  neighbors;  and  knowing 
full  well  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  the 

CliifrtoiMg    System, 
we  are  disposed  in  addition  to  the  very 
liberal  offers  made  in  our  Prospectus,  to 
receive  three  subscriptions  for  two  dol- 
lars, thus  giving  the  Lancet  for 

67    CENTS     a     Year, 

to  Clubs  of  Three. 

We  request  that  all  persons  who  wish 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  above  offer, 
to  address  us  at  an  early  day,  if  they 
desire  to  secure  a  complete  Volume,  as 
we  cannot  pledge  ourselves  to  keep  on 
hand  copies  of  the  first  Numbers. 

Old  and  new  subscribers  will  find  it 
to  their  advantage  to  enter  into  this  ar- 
rangement with  their  friends  residing 
either  in  the  town  or  neighborhood, 
and  obtain  a  large  Journal,  at  a  trifling 
postage  and  at  the  lowest  passible  sub- 
scription price.  ?• 


TO    CONTRIBUTORS, 

It  is  well  known,  that  Literary  pub- 
lications can  only  base  their  success  up- 
on the  variety  and  interest  presented 
by  their  Original  Department  ;-—and 
most  of  them  pay  a  high  price  for  liter- 
ary favors.  Wishing  to  make  our  Jour- 
nal a  record  of  every  day  practice  and 
experience,  by  the  insertion  of  commu- 
nications from  professional  brethern  re- 
siding ill  different  sections  of  the  coun- 
try, and  in  soliciting  these  contributions, 
we'doso,  not  upon  the  presumption, 
that  the  writers  will  rest  satisfied  with 
the  "honor"  of  having  their  names  ap- 
pear in  "print,"  but  we  cheerfully  of- 
fer as  a  small  equivalent,  one  copy  ol 
the  Lancet  for  one  year,  to  any  person 
who  may  favor  us  with  two  or  more  ac- 
ceptable communications.  The  number 
of  the  Contributors-copies  will  be  limit- 
ed to  One  hundred.  *■• 


"THE  STETHESCOPE." 

"Wo  will  ever  be  actuated  by  high  and 
pure  motives. ''—Introduction. 

The  Stethescope;  and  Virginia  Medical 
Gazette.  A  Monthly  Journal  of  Medicine  and 
the  Collateral  Sciences.  Edited  by  P.  Clai- 
borne Gooch,  A.  M.,  M.  D. 

We  regret  much  that  our  acknowledgment 
of  the  first  Number  of  this  Journal,  should  be 
coached  in  terms  of  merited  censure,  rather 
than  in  those  of  warm  commendation  and 
friendly  encouragement.  The  Editor  in  defil- 
ing his  "position"  and  more  especially  in  his 
notices  of  a  few  Exchanges,  has  seen  fit  through 
motives  best  Imowre  to  himself,  to  be  guilty  of 
gross  misrepresentation  of  truth,  for  which, 
however,  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal  has  fully  and  very  satisfactorily  ex- 
posed him  j  and  of  the  still  more  reprehensible 
and  dishonorable  purpose,  that  of  attempting 
in  an  insidious  manner,  to  drag  political  quest- 
ions in  the  Medical  arena,  in  o.°ier  as  ho  no* 
doubt  supposes,  to  secure  patronage  for  nis 
Journal  at  the  prejudice  of  others  published 
beyond  the  boundaries  of  his  native  state*. 

The  few  editorials  which  ':grace"  this  num> 
btr  breathe  a  high  degree  of  self-arrogance 
which,  in  all  charity,  we  aie  disposed  to  at- 
tribute to  i;the  short  space  of  30  days:"'  and 
also  unmasked  feelings  of  starte  politics  in  re- 
lation to  sectional  questions.  The  new  Editor 
has  stepped  upon  a  very  totterii  g  platform, 
and  ere  this,  we  tru-t.  has  seen  the  folly  and 
inconsidi^raieness  of  his  position.  It  was  left 
to  the  Editor  of  the  u  S'tetnescope,"  who  has 
shown  himself  extremely  young  indeed  in 
Medical  Ethics,  to  say  nothing  of  the  Period- 
icalliteraturetf  'vs  Profession,  thus  toat'empb 
the  foundation  of  a  Medical  publication.  We 
say  young  in  Medical  Literature, — for  were 
he  conversant  with  the  many  very  excellent 
Southern  Journals,  he  couM  not  but  have 
learnt  from  them  the  line  of  conduct  that 
should  direct  him  in  his  new  career.  From 
them  also,  he  would  learn  that  when  acting 
in  a  professional  capacity,  r.ll  foreign  quest- 
ions or  motives  arc  forgotten  or  carefully  es- 
chewed, and  honorable  in  his  feelings,— un- 
shackled by  prejudice—and  truly  devoted  to 
his  philanthropic  calling,  he  should  have  but 
one  object  in  view— the  elevated  position  of 
that  Science,  to  the  enlightment  and  progress 
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of  which  his  Journal  is  dedicated.  And  in  no 
Science  has  it  thus  far  been  more  honorably 
proven  than  in  that  of  Medicine  in  America  : 
and  we  ore  proud  to  say,  that  no  country  can 
boast  of  so  many  Medical  Journals  of  high 
and  merited  etnding,  and  whose  Editors 
more  scrupulously  observe  that  consideration 
towards  one  another,  which  has  united  the 
Fraternity  in  bonds  of  warm  and  reciprocal 
friendship. 

To  make  political  questions  subservient  to 
interested  purposes,  and  more  particularly  in 
Medicine,  cannot  but  be  too  severely  repri- 
manded, and  should  be  frowned  down  with 
indi  gnation  by  the  Press  and  the  Profession 
throughout  the  Country.  N. 


of  the  Probe  during  the  year  of  its  ex- 
istence were  $53.50.  With. these  dark 
prospects  and  retrospects,  the  Editors 
have  nevertheless  pushed  through  the 
Volume,  and  fully  sympathising  with 
our  friends  on  their  retirement  from  the 
editorial  ranks,  we  trust  that  they  will 
soon  -'empty  their  hearts,  and  fill  their 
pockets"  among  a  better  class  of  patrons 
than  "scorbutics."  N. 


UNIVERSITY    OF    NEW  YORK, 

The  Class  in    attendance    upon     the 
present  course  of  Lectures  in  the  Med-! 
ical  Department   of   the    University  of; 
New  York  is  unusually  large,    and   this  j 
is  the  more  gratifying  to  the  Faculty  and  \ 
their  friends,  that  the    efforts    made  in 
certain  quarters    to  check    its  success, 
have  not  only  proved  abortive,  but  have 
on  the  contrary  very  materially  increas- 
ed its  popularity.    The  Faculty  prompt- 
ed by  the  flattering  encouragement  they 
have  received,  are  making  arrangements 
for  the  erection  of  a  new  Edifice,  which 
for  architectural   design,    and    internal 
accommodation    will    surpass    anything  | 
of  the  kind  in  America.  They  have   re- 
solved  upon  this  measure,    in    order    to ; 
afford  to   the    student    that   room    and  ; 
comfort  so  essential,  and  which  though  | 
provided  amply  by  the  present  premises,  | 
have  been  found  inadequate  to    the  ac- i 
commodation  of  the    large   number    of  j 
students  who  yearly  resort  to  this  School  j 
from  all  parts  of  the  Continent.       N. 


COLLODION  IN  ERYSIPELAS. 

A     SINGULAR     COINCIDENCE. 

In  the  December  Number  of  this  Journal, 
we  noticed  the  successful  treatment  of  a  caec 
of  Erysipelas  by  the  application  of  Collodion, 
the  report  of  which,  with  that  of  four  other 
cases  was  published  in  the  Lancet  of  January. 
We  have  since  that  time  employed  this  agent 
in  very  many  instances,  and  with  the  mest 
prompt  and  flatteiing  results. 

In  the  Eclectic  Department  of  this  Num- 
ber, our  Readers  will  find  a  paper  from  the 
London  Lancet  of  December,  reporting  the 
use  of  Collodion  in  the  same  affection  by  the 
well  known  Surgeon,  Mr.  Luke.  It  is  some- 
what angular,  that  probably  about  the  same 
time,  and  with  the  same  intentions,  the  Col- 
lodion was  employed  by  us  both.  And  the  co- 
incidence is  the  more  remarkable,  that  the 
great  similarity  of  expression  and  pathologic- 
al deductions,  might  lead  some  to  suppose 
that  we  were  in  telegraphic  communication 
with  Mr.  Peete,  the  Reporter  of  the  London 
Hospital.  N. 


THE   ST,    LOUIS    PROBE, 

We  have  received  the  December  No. 
of  this  Journal  and  learn  from  it,  that 
the  Editors  fully  satisfied  that  neither 
ufame  nor  funds"  can  be  acquired  by 
its  publication,  give  it  up  in  disgust. 
The  publication  of  Journals  upon  the 
credit  system  is  not  only  absurd,  but  in- 
variably proves  sadly  detrimental  to  the 
pockets  of  those  interested.  The  receipts 


BACK  NUMBERS  OF  VOL,  l&ll, 
We  have  on  hand  six  complete  sets 
of  the  first  Volume,  and  eleven  broken, 
No.  1  wanting,  which  can  be  had,  the 
first  at  the  subscription  price,  the  second 
at  a  deduction  from  it.  We  have  also 
nine  files  of  the  present  Volume,  which 
can  be  obtained  by  an  early  application. 
Having  procured  a  few  copies  of  the 
first  Number,  we  forwarded  them  to 
those  of  our  subscribers  who  expressed 
a  desire  to  be  furnished  with  that  num- 
ber, and  whose  subscriptions  were  not 
transmitted  till  some  months  after  our 
publication  had  been  commenced   N. 
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Profession,  as  Midwifery  and  its  dependen- 
cies;— from  the  fact  that  no  demonstrations 
are  offered  to  the  student.  He  is  consequent- 
ly, practically  ignorant  of  those  studies,  which. 


THE   MEDICAL   PRESS. 

American  journal  of  pharmacy.  Edited 
by  William  Procter,  Jr.,  Prof,  of  Pharma- 
cy in  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy. 
„r    .  ,  .  ,      _,    °        T  ^      instead  of  learning  from    his   Professor,    he  is 

We  have  been  favored  with  the    January  JNo.  I  .,,.,, 

...  _i     a.  ,      ^    ,     .  I  now  compelled  to  acquire    by   chance-expen- 

oftbisverv    able   Quarterly    Entering    upon1  L  ^  J  * 

"  i  ence 

its  XXIII  Volume,  is  sufficient   indication    of  j  '"....         _  .     „ 

,  .  ,   .L  .  .     ,  -,  such  will  not  be  the  case  in  future,  at  least 

the  esteem  with  which  it  is  received  not  omy  -■  ; 

>  .  ,         ,  „,       -  .      ,     ,      ,      ,  i  for  students  in  attendance    at  the  University 

by  Druggists  and  Chemists,    but   also  by   the]  .        .  .  f 

„--.•-,,  *        \     nr^-L  -    •     ofiSewYork.  The  Profession    is    deeply    m- 

Profession  at  large.  Apart  01  Pharmacy,  it  is.  r  .  *  ; 

_  ,     „.       7,       ,,  .     .     ■«, ■  V.         ^        aebted  to  Dr.  Bedford  for  having  the   honor 
devoted  to  Chemistry,  Materia  Medica,    Zoo- i      _    .        .      ,        .  .  & 

„  ,,.  0  ,  lot  being  the  /7?-6t    in  America,    to    engage  in 

logy,  Bo'any,  Mineralogy,  &c.,— departments;        .     =        J  '  °  ® 

™    ,.     ,     I         .  -I      i     i   u  ,' clinical  instruction,    ll  ustrative    of    that  De- 


partment over  which  he    has  so  lung  and  so 


of  Medical  education,  with  which  the  general 

Practitioners  should  have  more  than  a  passing 

™  .i    ^  t  i  •       -r,   m  ab>y  presided. 

acquaintance.  Philadelphia  :  £2   50  a  year.  f_  r    .  . 

3  -r-  ,    -,    iT     i     ,- ,-  Knowing  how  to  appreciate  the  advantages 

Philadelphia  lancet,    vol.  I.  No.  x.  Edit-.      - .  °  . Ir  ° 


derivable  from  Clinical    discourses,     and   the 
great  amount  of  interesting   and  practical  hi- 


ed by  Thomas    Dunn    English,    M.    D.     We 

welcome  with  much  pleasure   this   Lancet  to 

_,_,...  ...  .     |  tormation,  and  personal    observation,    which 

our  case.  The  Editor  is    well   known    m   the-  ,     ,       ,     .      ■,     ,  n       ,  -, 

,    ,      ...  J,      can  only  be  obtained  alter  years  of  study  and 

literary  world,  and  shoull  he    carry  out  the  J  i"  .,, 

.        ,  .,  A  , ,         "  t  teaching,  we  have    made    arrangements  with 

intentions  laid  out  in   his  Address,   we   have ..         si, 

_     .    .  ,  ■       -«_       j  Dr.  Y\  oodcock    to   lurniah  us  regularly  with 

reason  to  expect    depletion   pleno   two   trom  °  ,  .  , 

1  o      •  it  r.  reoorts  of  Prof.    Bedford's    Lectures,    which 

certain  quarters,   bemi-monthiy  ;   each   num-      .  ,  .  ,    ,  ,  _, 

.   .       ,.  '      *■'  will  be  continued  throughout   the    year.    Ihe 

ber  containing  8  quarto  pages,    for  $1  a  year,       ,  ,.      .         „  ,         T  .,, 

,,,.,,      publication  ot  these  Lectures  will,  we    appre- 

INeW     YORK     DENTAL     RECORDER.    Edited    by    ^  1  .       ,' "- 

_ '.,_  ,  _   ^     _,       .  .    _„        ,         ,    ,       heiid,  form  a  valuaole  and    practical    feature 

C.  C.  Allen,  M.  D.,  Deatist.  We  acknowledge     _  ,  ,.       .  .         * 

„     ,       ^  ,  .    T  '   ■  ot    our   publication  : — wherein,    the    history, 

the  receipt    of   the    December   and    January  ■"  ■     .  , 

_  ..     T  .         .  .  .  ,,   symptoms,  complications,    and  treatment  are 

numbers  of  this  Journal,  and  regard  it  as  well         ,.,.',,..  ,  .    L  ,,.   . 

-    ,  .     ■-  «-,i  ■   j  esplau  e  1  in  the  plainest  and    most    mtelhgi- 

worthy  of  the    united  patronage    or  the  dent-     /  .  •,.-,, 

,     .      .  .  .   .  7     ,  bie  manner,    renaering    them    applicable    to 

ldt  and  ihysician,  as  containing  much  that  is    ,  ,  „    _  **:  ,  .  , 

.     ,  ,.  ,      ,  ..       '  that  Lumercus  class    of  dnei!-es.     for    wLicn 

of  practical  use  and  interest  to  both.         i\.      i  .  .  .  .Y 

;  the  practitioner  ii  daily  c  tiled  to  prescribe. 

As  Prof  Bedford  will  continue  the    deliv- 

PROFESSOR     BEDFORD     8  ery  of  his  Lectures  throughout  the  vear,  each 

obstetric     clinique.  liumbtr  uf  the  Eiikd^x  will  be  furi:i>hed  with 

In  the  Clinical  Department  of  this  Number,  a  lleuort.  IS. 

we  publish  the  fir.st  Repuit  of  the  Lecturesdt  - 

livered  by  Dr.  Bkdford,    Prof,    of  Midwifery  |      VARICOCELE    TREAThD    BY 

and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,   in  the  'ligature    of   the    spermatic     ARTERY- 

University  of  New  Y*  rk.   The  importance  and  ,      We  have  this   week  (24h  Jan.)  discharged 

necesbitj  of    practical  illustration,    cornbiiud'a  patient,  upon  wl.ora  we  ligatured  the    tpar- 

with  theoretical   inttruction   are    features    of  niatic  :-r'erj,    for    varicocele    «f   three    } ears 

the  highest  iuteicst  in    every    study,     and  in   durati.»n.  We  adopted  this  n  ethod,    practi-ed 

none  more  so,    than   in    that  of   IMcdicine.   Ic    o  uur  knowledge  but  by  one  surge  n   in    this 

aff'rds  to  the  student    the    means    of  Beeirg;   country,  frc  m  an  acquaintance  with  the   vari- 

nnd  of  diagnosticating  those  diseases  of  evt;ry  able  and  frequently  dangerous  results  attend- 

diy  occurrence,  and  f  r  which  he  is   expected  ant  upon  the  different  plans    of   ti eating  this 

to  prescribe  the  moment  he    enters    the    field   di:-ease,  and  which  we  are  h8p{y  to  say,    was 

of  practice.  Of  all  the    b-anches    of   Medical  a'ttnded  with  the  most  singular  euccesp,  / 

Education,  there  is  none  we   Aenture    to    say,       The  report  of  this  case  will  be  public hed  in 

which  is  so  ill  understood,    and    unsuccessful*  the  nrst  Number  of  the  Third  Volume    to   be 

]y  practised   by    the  junior   members   of   the  j  issued  on  the  15:h  of  March.  N- 
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Lixiuiie  VIII.   [Concluded.] 

Ambiguity  of  Sex. —  Hermaphrodites, 
considered  Anatomically,  and  as 
Subjects  of  the  Law. — [Note.] 

Besides  inheriting  property  as  direct 
heirs,  the  English  common  law  also  re- 
cognises their  claims  as  tenants  by  cour- 
tesy,— a  term  which  as  it  wiM  be  fre- 
quently mentioned,  it  is  proper  to  ex- 
plain to  you  the  meaning  of.  It  refers 
to  the  issue  of  a  woman    who  is  seised 


of  an  estate  of  inheritance,  by  her  hus- 
band, provided  that  the  issue  is  born 
alive.  At  the  death  of  his  wife,  if  the 
child  be  also  dead  the  husband  holds 
the  lands  for  his  life,  as  tenant,  by  the 
courtesy  of  England  ;  but  in  this  case 
it  is  a  sine-qua-non  that  the  child  must 
have  been  born  alive. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from 
';  Coke  upon  Littleton,"  in  reference 
to  this  subject; — 

"  U  a  woman,  tenant  in  taile  gener- 
al!, maketh  a  feoffment  in  fee,  and  take 
a  husband  and  hath  issue,  and  the  wife 
dieth,  the  issue  may  in  a  formedom  re- 
cover the  land  against  his  father,  because 
he  is  to  recover  by  force  of  the  estate 
taile  as  heir  to  his  mother,  and  is  not 
inheitable  to  his  father. 

"■If  a  man,  seised  of  lands  in  fee, 
hath  issue  a  daughter,  who  taketh  hus- 
band and  hath  issue,  the  father  dieth, 
(lie  husband  enters  ;  he  shall  also  be 
the  tenant  by  the  curtesie,  albeit  the 
issue  was  had  before  the  wife  was  seised. 
And  so  it  is,  albeit  the  issue  had  died 
in  the  lifetima  of  her  father,  before  any 
descent  of  the  land,  yet  shall  he  be  ten- 
ant by  the  curtesie.  If  a  woman  seised 
of  lands  in  fee,  taketh  husband,  and  by 
him  is  big  with  child,  and  in  her  travail 
dyeth,  and  the  child  is  ripped  out  of  her 
body  alive,  yet  shall  he  not  be  tenant  by 
the  curtesie,  because  the  child  was    not 
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born  during  the  marriage,  nor  in  the 
life  of  the  wife,  for  in  the  mean  lime 
her  land  descended,  and  in  pleading  he 
must  alledge  that  he  had  issue  during 
the  marriage. 

<;  If  the  wife  be  delivered  of  a  mon- 
ster, which  hath  not  the  shape  of  man- 
kind, this  is  no  issue  in  the  law  ;  bat 
although  the  issue  hath  some  deformity 
in  any  part  of  his  body,  yet  if  lie  hath 
humane  shape  this  suilieeth.  Hi,  qui 
contra  formam  humani  generis,  con  verso 
more  procreantnr  (ut  si  muiier  monstro- 
sum  vel  proqigiosum  fuerint  enixa)  iter 
liberos  non  compiilentur.  Partus  famen 
cui  natura  aljouantuluin  amplianent  vel 
nisi  quantum  habuerit,  bene  debet  inter 
liberos  commemorari. 

li  Si  mutilia  natura  reddidit  membra 
lit  si  curvus  fuerit,  aut  gibbosus,  vel 
membra  tortuosa,  habuerit.  non  larnen 
(St  partus  monstros'us.  Item  puerorum 
alii  sunt  masculi,  alii  fceminse,  alii  hem- 
aphroditss.  Hermaphrodita  tarn  mas- 
culo  (mam  feeminse  comparatur  secun- 
flnm  prevalescenliam  secus  incaleseen- 
lis. 

"  If  the  issue  be  borne  deaf  or 
dumbe,  or  both,  or  be  born  an  ideot, 
yet  it  is  lawful  issue  to  make  the  hus- 
band tenant  by  the  ctirtesie,  and  to  in- 
herit the  land. 

"  '  Born  alive."  If  it  be  born  alive 
it  is  sufficient,  though  it  be  not  heard 
to  cry,  for  peradventure  it  may  be  born 
dumbe.  And  this  is  resolved  clearly  in 
Pain's  case,  ubi  supra.  For  the  plead- 
ing (as  bath  been  said.)  is,  that  during 
the  marriage  he  had  issue  by  his  wife, 
and  upon  t lie  evidence  it  must  be  prov- 
ed that  the  issue  was  alive,  for  mortuus 
exitus  non  est  exit  us,  so  as  the  crying 
is  but  a  proof  that  the  child  was  bom 
alive,  arid  so  in  motion,  stirring  and  the 
like.  And  it  is  saide  by  an  ancient  au- 
thor, that  it  was  ordained  in  the  reigne 
of  king  H.  I.  Q,ue  touts  que  surne- 
quisent  lour  ferns  dount  ills  ussent  con- 
ceive tenqissent  les  heritages  luer  ferns 
pour  lour  \ie. 

"  By  the  custom  of  gavelkind  a  man 
may  be  tenant  by  the  curtcsie,  without 
lnavtng  or  any   issue. 


t;  '  It'  the  wife  dies  the  husbond  shall 
hold  the  land,  &c. '  For  things  do  be- 
long to  an  estate  of  tenancy  by  the  cur- 
tesie,  viz.,  marriage  seisine  of  tfie  wife, 
issue,  and  death  of  the  wife.  But  it  is 
not  necessary  that  these  should  conenrre 
togeather  all  at  one  time.  And  there- 
fore, if  a  man  taketh  a  woman  seised  of 
lands  in  fee,  and  is  disseised,  and  then 
have  issue,  and  the  wife  die,  he  shall 
enter  and  hold  the  curtesies.  So  if  he 
hath  issue  which  die'h  before  the  de- 
scent, as  is  aforesaid."^ 

*  Cuke  upon  Littleton.  Chap.  4.    Sect.    35. 
29  b. 

I  mention  these  circumstances  to  di- 
rect your  attention  more  particularly  to 
such  malformation?,  and  to  prove  as  I 
have  already  said,  the  importance  of  a 
careful  investigation  of  doubtful  cases. 

The  first  class  of  deformities,  those  of 
the  urinary  and  sexual  organs  in  the 
male  which  constitue  androgyni,  chief- 
ly depend  on  the  scrotum  being  devi- 
ded,  so  as  to  resemble  the  labia  puden- 
di,  the  penis  being  imperforated,  and 
urethra  opening  elsewhere  as,  for  in- 
siance,  in  the  peririasum.  in  the  form  of 
a  slit  which  being  red  and  tender,  is 
easily  mistaken  foi  a  vagina.  No  uterus 
exists  ;  and  the  mammas  in  such  persons 
are  those  of  the  male  ;  the  beard  is  also 
present  ;  and  the  voice  is  generally  that 
of  the  man.  A  case  of  this  kind,  in  a 
negro,  is  described  by  Cheselden.  and 
a  plaie  given  of  it,  in  his  Anatomy  (p. 
•314.);  third  volume  of  the  Edinburgh 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  In 
the  review  of  professor  Ackerrmnn's 
work  lnfantis  Androgyni  Historia  et 
Ichnog raphia y  in  the  first  v<  I.  of  the 
same  journal,  you  will  find  an  account 
of  a  similar  malformation  in  a  laud)  and 
a  pig.  In  all  such  cases,  the  person, 
man,  or  brute,  is  to  be  regarded  as  a 
male,  if  testes  be  fond,  although,  from 
the  imperfect  state  of  the  penis,  and 
the  urethra,  impoiericy  must  be  the  nat- 
ural consequence  of  such  malformation. 
In  a  case  related  by  Mr.  Ring,  of  Read- 
ing, in  Berkshire,  the  sex  was  supposed 
to  be  double  ;  one  testicle  only  had  de* 
scended  into  the  labial  scrotum  ;  the  pe- 
nis, which  was   imperforated,  was    mis- 
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taken  for  the  clitoris  ;  there  was  some- 
thing like  a  vagina,  which,  however  led 
to  nothing,  being  a  cul-de-sac.  This 
person  was  regarded  as  a  female,  and 
baptized  Elizabeth.  It  was  the  child 
of  a  labourer  of  the  name  of  Truman  ; 
and,  from  the  ill  usage  of  the  parents, 
this  supposed  female,  assumed  men's 
clothes,  and  enlisted  for  a  soldier, which 
led  to  tne  examination,  and  the  erro- 
neous opinion  of  Mr.  Ring,  who 
thought  it  a  true  case  of  double  sex. — 
A  very  remarkable  case  of  devided 
scrotum  and  imperforated  penis  is  re- 
lated by  Marc,  in  the  DicLdes  Science 
Med.  (t.  xxi.)  The  person  had  been 
regarded  as  a  female,  and  as  such  was 
baptised  by  the  name  of  Marie  Mar- 
guerite.     No    doubt    of  the  sex    was 

entertained  by  the  parents,  nor  had  the 
individual  attracted  any  attention,  until 
the  age  of  fourteen,  when  a  painful  tu- 
mour appeared  in  the  right  groin,  which 
was  mistaken  for  a  hernia,  and  a  truss 
was  applied  to  it.  The  pain  however 
caused  by  the  instrument  soon  led  to 
its  removal ;  and  as  the  tumor  decended 
into  the  labia  the  pain  ceased  ;  a  few 
months  afterwards  the  same  occurence 
took  place  in  the  left  groin  ;  but  so  little 
suspicion  was  entertained  that  these 
were  testicles,  that  at  sixteen  and  nine- 
teen, offers  of  marriage  were  made  to 
Marie,  but  refused  on  account  of  the 
unsuitableness  of  the  circumstances  of 
the  lovers.  When  young  the  person  of 
the  individual  was  graceful  and  attrac- 
tive ;  but  at  twenty,  both  the  aspect 
of  the  body,  and  the  tastes  of  Marie. 
assumed  a  muscular  character;  never- 
theless, another  lover  presented  himself 
which  as  menstruation  had  never  oc- 
curred; and  as  something  strange  with 
respect  to  formation  was  known  to  tin 
parents  led  to  an  examination  ;  and  a 
Dr.  Werbe,  who  was  employed  ft 
make  it,  declared  the  supposed  femah 
to  be  a  man.  In  order  to  alter  th< 
regestry.  and  to  obtain  a  public  declar- 
ation  of  his  sex,  Marie  petitioned  tin 
authorities,  and  a  medical  commission 
consisting  of  three  surgeons,  was  ap- 
pointed   to   report  on  the  case.     The) 


found  the  scrotum  divided  through  its 
whole  length,  and  in  each  division  a 
round  body  which  they  declared  to  be 
testicles.  A  fleshy  slight  developed  pe- 
nis, with  an  imperforated  urethra,  was 
observed  between  those  parts;  and  be- 
neath it,  about  an  inch  and  a  half  from 
the  margin  of  the  anus,  was  an  open- 
ing caused  by  the  abrupt  termination  «>f 
the  urethra  in  the  perinasum.  Dr. 
Werbe  states  that  in  1616,  when  this 
individual  was  23  years  of  age,  a 
light  beard  appeared  on  the  upper  lip 
and  chin;  the  voice  was  masculine;  the 
constitution  was  robust  ;  the  pelvis 
that  of  the  male  ;  and  the  thighs,  al- 
though round,  yet  were  muscular  ;  the 
knees  were  not  inclined  inwards,  like 
those  of  a  female,  and  the  feet  and 
hands  were  large  and  powerful.  The 
doctor  states  that  on  being  questioned 
whether  he  felt  sexual  desires  when 
sleeping  wii.Ii  females  and  whether  he 
had  ever  been  prompted  to  attempt  to 
gratify  them,  he  blushed  and  replied 
"  Quelquefois,  mais  je  n'osais  pas." — 
It  is  a  curious  fact,  that  persons  afflicted 
with  such  a  malformation  as  that  just 
described,  have  been  actually  married 
as  females.  Giraud  has  recorded  in 
the  Recueil  periodic  de  la  Societe  ds 
Med.,  of  Paris,  the  dissection  of  a 
person  named  Adelaide  Preville, 
who  died  in  the  Hotel  Dieu,  who  was 
married  as  a  woman  but  was  actually  a 
a  man,  the  supposed  vagina  bei ng  a 
•ul-de-sac,  placed  between  the  rectum 
md  the  bladder. 

In  another  case,  published    by    Boo 
tor  Schweikard,  in  the  eighteenth  vol- 
ume of  Liu  {'eland's    Journal,  the    indi- 
vidual was  baptised  as  a  girl,    ancl    was 
'.ons'nlered  as  such  until  to  t'ie  astonish- 
ment of  all,   he    demanded    permission 
o  marry  a  girl    who  was    pregnated  by 
lim.      On  examination    the    penis    was 
found  lower  than  usual,  small    in    bulk 
sot  two  inches  long,  and  the  glans    im- 
perforated.      The    inferior    surface    of 
he  corpora  cavernosa  was  void  of  ure- 
ihra,  but  presented  a  groove    along  the 
median  line,  which  terminated  between 
the  root  of  the  corpora  below,  and    ths 
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anterior  superior  part  of  the  scrotum, 
in  an  oval  opening,  which  was  the  ori- 
fice of  the  urethra.  Both  the  urine 
and  the  semen,  ejected  from  the  ureth- 
ra, were  guided  along  the  groove,  so  as 
to  appear  as  if  they  issued  from  the 
point  of  the  urethra.  There  was  one 
testicle  only  in  the  scrotum  ;  in  all  other 
respects  the  physical  characters  of  the 
individual  were  masculine.  In  this  in- 
dividual there  was  no  difficulty  in  de- 
termining the  sex ;  and  it  was  only  re- 
markable that  it  had  been  mistaken  ;  it 
was  in  fact  merely  a  case  of  hypospadias 
in  which  the  urethra  is  partially  defec- 
tive, and  opens  on  the  underside  of  the 
penis. 

Another  malformation  causing  mis- 
takes respecting  sex,  is  the  adhesion  of 
the  penis  to  the  scrotum  ;  in  such  a 
case,  the  erection  of  the  organ  cannot 
take  place,  and  the  urine  passes  down- 
wards. This  is  readily  corrected  by 
the  knife  of  the  surgeon  ;  on  liberating 
the  organ  the  sex  of  the  individual  be- 
comes apparent  to  the  most  casual  ob- 
server. 

The  same  proofs  of  the  male  sex  are 
to  be  looked  for  in  those  unfortunate 
cases  in  which  the  urinary  bladder  is 
more  or  less  defective.  The  penis  in 
such  cases  is  imperforated,  and  some- 
times the  testicles  are  retained  in  the 
abdomen.  The  vasa  defYerentia  is  some- 
times in  a  small  tubercle  at  the  root  of 
the  penis,  in  which  case  impotency  does 
not  follow,  as  must  be  the  case  when 
they  open  above  the  pubis.  A  knowl- 
edge of  the  fact  of  the  possibility  of 
sexual  intercourse  in  the  former  case  is 
of  importance  ;  for  a  female  might  be 
impregnated  by  a  person  so  circumstan- 
ced, who  might  plead  impotency  in  de- 
fending himself  from  a  charge  of  bas- 
tardy ;  or  the  right  of  inheritance  of  a 
child,  stated  to  have  been  begotten  by 
such  an  individual,  might  be  disputed. 
The  case  of  monstrosiiy  which  I  quo-1 
ted  from  Piscottie's  history  of  Scot- 
land, in  a  former  part  of  my  lecture, 
was  of  this  kind  :  the  person  was  mis- 
taken for  a  female  and  was  allowed  to 
gjeep  with   a  young   girl,    who  became 


pregnated  by  him ;  for  which,  in  the 
ignorance  of  the  period,  was  tried,  con- 
demned of  an  unnatural  crime,  and 
burnt  alive.  You  will  find  a  most  in- 
structive essay  on  this  malformation, 
reference  to  almost  every  recorded 
case,  by  the  late  Dr.  A.  Duncan,  in  the 
first  volume  of  the  Edinburgh  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Journal. 

The  malformations  in  the  female, 
constituting  androgynse,  which  cause 
the  sex  to  be  doubted,  are  of  two  kinds 
namely,  hypertrophy,  or  excessive  di- 
mensions of  the  clitoris,  and  the  pro- 
trusion of  internal  parts,  or  permanent 
early  prolapsus  uteri. 

With   respect  to  the  first,  it  rarely   oc- 
curs in    temperate  climates ;    but   there 
are  few  cases  of  it  recorded.     Haller 
mentions  one  in  which  the   clitoris  was 
seven  inches    long  ;    and    in    a    person 
named  Marie  Ange,  who  was  exhibited 
in  London  and  Paris,  in  1777,  as  a   he- 
maphrodite,    it  resembled  the   penis    in 
every  respect,   with  the  exception   of  a 
urethra :    the  other  parts    presented   no 
peculiarity,  except  an  unusual   contrac- 
tion  of  the  vagina.     The   enlargement 
of  the  clitoris  is  more  common  in  tropi- 
cal countries.     It  grows  sometimes  to  a 
size  equal  to  the  male  penis,  as  for  ex- 
ample, in  the  Mandingo   and    the  Hot- 
tentot women  and  this  is  more  likely  to 
cause  a  mistake  when  the  labia,  as  some- 
limes  occurs  adhere.    In  these  instances 
the  clitoris  becomes  erected  when  han- 
dled, and  it  is  asserted   that  it  is    some- 
times used  as  a  male  penis  by  libidinous 
females.       A    case  of  this  kind    is    de- 
scribed by  Sir  E.    Home,   in    the    79th 
volume  of  the    Philosophical    Trans- 
actions.    The    clitoris  was  two   inches 
long,   of    the   diameter    of  the   thumb, 
but  there  was    no    glans,    no    prepuce, 
and  no  perforation,  the    urethra    being, 
as  in  other  females,  below    the    clitoris, 
which    this  negress  was  obliged  to  raise 
before  she  could  pass  the   urine.       Her 
voice  was  rough,  and  her  aspect  mascu- 
line ;   but  her  sex  was  undoubted,  as  alt 
the  other  parts  of  the  generative  organs 
were  found  to    be  in  a  natural   stale. — 
A  good  illustration  of  this  malformation 
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was  seen  in  the  case  of  Marie  Lefort 
who  exhibited  herself  as  an  herma- 
phrodite in  1 81 5  both  in  France  and  in 
England, and  submitted  to  be  examined 
by  medical  men  in  this  metropolis. — 
She  was  examined  in  Paris  by  a  com- 
mission of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine,  and 
a  report  was  drawn  up  by  Beclard, 
which  was  translated  and  printed,  with 
comments  on  it  by  Dr.  Granville,  in 
Vol.  4  of  the  Medical  Repository. — 
Many  other  cases  of  a  similar  kind  have 
been  recorded  ;  the  want  of  perforation 
in  the  seeming  penis.*  the  absence  of 
testes  in  the  labia  when  adhering,  but 
not  resembling  the  scrotum  ;  and  a  sep- 
erate  opening  of  the  vagina  and  meatus 
urinarius,  are  sufficient  evidence,  so  far 
as  evidence  can  be  obtained  from  the 
examination  of  the  genitals,  that  the 
individual  is  a  female. 

[Cases  of  doubtful  sex  are  of  rare  oc- 
currence, and  can  always  be  explained, 
and  correct  and  safe  conclusions  are  al- 
ways to  be  arrived  at,  when  the  exam- 
inations are  conducted  by  competent 
medical  men,  and  not  by  mid- wives  or 
juries  of  matrons,  for  whom  it  is  impos- 
sible to  be  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  direct  and  relative  evidences  of  sex. 
Before  the  subject  has  attained  the  age 
of  puberty,  however,  there  may  be  great 
difficulty  to  determine  the  sex  ;  but  af- 
ter that  period,  no  erroneous  conclu- 
sions can  be  formed  by  properly  qual- 
ified examiners.  The  latest  case  is  that 
of  a  person  of  Massachusetts,  whose 
parents  petitioned  the  Legislature  in 
the  winter  of  1850,  for  leave  to  change 
his  name  from  a  female's  to  that  of  a 
male,  he  having  been  considered  as  a 
girl  until  the  period  of  puberty,  when 
no  further  doubts  were  left  as  to  his 
sex. 

We  may  remark  that  cases  of  doubt- 1 
ful  sex    involve    important    relations  in 
this  country   especially,     where  no    fe- 


males are  allowed  to  vote.  Dr.  Barry, 
of  Connecticut,  (in  the  New  York  Jour, 
of  Medicine,  for  January  1847,)  reports 
a  singular  instance  of  the  kind,  which 
Mr.  Taylor  quotes  in  his  Medical  Ju- 
risprudence, page  497. 

At  the  Spring  Election  held  in  that 
State,  in  1843,  Levi  Suydam,  aged  23 
years,  a  native  of  Salisbury,  was  brought 
forward  to  vote,  when  the  opposite  par- 
ty challenged  him,  on  the  ground  that 
he  was  more  a  female  than  a  male.  Dr 
Barry  was  requested  to  examine  him, 
and  he  decided  that  he  was  a  male 
citizen.  Dr.  Ticknor  was  of  contrary 
opinion,  but  having  also  examined  the 
individual,  he  stated  on  the  morning  of 
the  election  that  the  subject  was  indeed 
a  male.  Suydam  was  consequently  ad- 
mitted to  vote.  But  soon  after,  Dr.  Bar- 
ry heard  that  Suydam  had  regular  ca- 
tamenia,  and  upon  a  close  examination, 
the  Dr.  was  convinced  that  he  was  not 
a  male. 

Another  question  of  importance 
arises  in  connection  with  complaints 
for  attempts  to  commit  rape.  In  the 
case  ot  doubtful  sex,  when  the  indict- 
ment charges  the  culprit  with  such  at- 
tempt, it  is  of  the  greatest  moment  to 
the  administration  of  justice,  that  the 
sex  be  positively  decided  upon,  for  if 
the  subject  upon  whom  the  attempt 
has  been  made  be  proved  to  be  a  male, 
the  indictment  must  fall,  because  it  is 
not  possible  to  commit  a  rape  on  him, 
and  therefore,  as  in  the  case  of  boys 
under  14  years  of  age,  an  attempt  can- 
not be  made  for  what  can  never  be 
accomplished.  The  complaint  changes 
in  character,  either  into  a  charge  of  as- 
sault and  battery,  if  not  perhaps,  for  an 
attempt  at  sodomy. 

These  are  hints,  however,  which  do 
not  require  any  development,  and  are 
simply  thrown  out  to  meet  a  possible 
case,  and  place  the  medical  jurist  upon 
his  guard  should  it  ever  occur.] 
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i. 

child  BGiiN  si  m  wmm  of 

THE    SIXTH     MONTH,      A:,D    REARED. 


fid  bathing,  I  am  induced  to  forward 
lyou  the  results  of   an    autopsy    on    the 

body  of  a  gentleman,  who,  without  ap- 
i parent  previous  illness,    died    suddenly 

whilst  bathing  in  the  Holborn  baths.  I 
j  consider  that  by  so  doing  I  shall  remove 
j  in  some  measure,  the  prejudice  connect- 
led  with  this  most  useful  and    necessary 

art,  and  at  the  same  time  to  offer  an  ex- 


first  planation  of  the    many    sudden    deaths 


the  catamenia  disappeared    (7th  Dec),    . 

•he  conceived,  having   the  same   sensa-  death  vvou,ld  have    burred,   and    does 

lions  postcoitu  which    she    felt  at   her  occur'  under  oth,er  circumstances  where 

previous    conception.  At    four    months!11^  Srea!  muscular  exertion  is    used  by 

she  quickened.   She  was    delivered  (by  IPJV^IJ  IaborJnS  under  organic  disease 

a  midwife)  of  her  second  child,  a  female!0/  T,       !!*',      ,  §S:  °r  b^U'  m°W  par" 

on  the  14th  of  May,  1847-on  the  15S-jt,c^arl?  OI  »hf  hJ*        A 

th  day  of  gestation.  The  child  had  only!,    °n  the  28th   °,f  Ias|    A»Sust    l    was 

rudimentary  nails,  and  almost    no    hair, j .™^  summoned  to  the  Holborn  baths 

except  a  little,  of  a  slight  reddish  coibrJ?ne  messenger  informing  me  that  a  per- 

at  the  lower  part  of  the  head.  Its  weight  !son  was    ^Wned   there.  On    reaching 

i i  :* j  „i line  patient,  1  found  a  young  man,  about 

twenty  years  of  age,  in     a    warm    bath, 


was  one  pound,  and  it  measured  eleven 
inches.  It  was  merely  wrapped  up  at 
first,  laid  in  a  box  about  a  foot  long, 
used  by  the  father  (who  is  a  slater)  for 
carrying  nails,  and  set  on  the  kitchen- 
fender  to  keep  it  warm.  It  came  on  well 
and  was  subsequently  treated  much  the 
same  as  other  children,  except,  perhaps 
that  it  was  a  little  more  looked  after 
than  usual,  being  considered  a  curiosity. 


and  whilst  endeavoring  to  glean  some 
particulars  of  the  accident,  I  made  use 
of  the  usual  method  adopted  for  the  re- 
suscitation of  the  drowned.  These  means 
were  put  in  force  for  half  an  hour,  dur- 
ing which  period  I  felt  convinced,  from 
the  testimony  of  the  by-standers,  that 
the  sufferer  could  not    have    been    sub- 


She  is  still  of  small  make,   but  is    qui;e  j  merged  more  than    half  a  minute.   That 
healthy,  and  takes  her  food  well. 
I  have  now   attended    the  family  tot 


four  years  and  a  half,  and  have  watched 
her  since  her  birth,  but  my  professional 
services  have  never  been  called  for  on 
her  account. — Dr.  W.  T.  T.  Barker, 
in  Medical  Times,  Sept.  7th,  1850. 


III. 


DEATH  FROM  HEART-DISEASE 

OCCURRING    IN    A      SWIMMING-BATH. 


able  swimmer  I  thought  improbable, 
and  conceiving  that  death  was  produced 
from  asphexia.  from  cerebral  congestion 
through  partial  intoxication,  or  a  full 
stomach,  I  opened  the  jugular  vein, 
from  which  flowed  a  small  quantity  of 
dark  blood.  All  subsequent  attempts  to 
restore  by  artificial  respiration,  friction, 
&c,  proving  fruitless,  the  deceased 
was  on  the  following  day,  examined  by 
me,  under  an  order  from  Mr.  H.  M. 
Wakely,  the  deputy-coroner  for    Mid- 


Having  for  many   years   taken    great j 
interest  in  the  art  of  swimming,  and  as       sex* 

chairman  of  a  long  established    swimm-l      I    may    observe    that    the    deceased 
ing  club,  ha\ing  had  great  opportunities  plunged  iil to  the  water  from  a  height  of 
of  observing  the  effects  produced    upon  four  feet,  that  he  dived  about  12  yards, 
th©  system  by  the  healthful  habit  of  le;>' that  he  subsequently  swam  twenty,  and 
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then  was  seen  lo   sink    like  a    stone    to 
the  bottom  of  the  bath. 

Ayiopsy.- — The  body  externally  pre- 
sentee] nothing  peculiar ;  was    tolerably 
Vie!!  fi.rmcd,  with  the     neck    somewhat 
shorter  than  usual.  There    wns   a  band 
of  tape  round  the  left    leg,    which    was 
paid  to  have  been  applied  by  the  deceas- 
ed in  consequence   of   a    varicose    vein 
having  bled  some  time  previous])'.  There 
was  cataract  of  the  right  eye.    which    I 
subsequently    learned     was    congenital. 
The  pupil  of  the  left  eye  not  much    di- 
lated, and  the  face  of  a  purplish     color. 
On  opening  the  chest  and    abdomen,   I 
was  struck  by  the   unusually    distended, 
state  of  the  stomach  with  flatus,    which  j 
pressed  with  great  foice  against  the  fliaf'J 
phragm,  and  must  materially  have    pre- 
vented its  descent   in    inspiration.   It  at 
the  same  time  contained  a  large     quan- 
tity of  half  digested  food,  and  no  water: 
it  was  healthy.   The  lungs  were  healthy1 
and  not  at  all  congested  ;     that   of    the 
left  side    was    attached    to     the    costal 
pleura  by  very  many  strong  adhesions  ; 
they  contained  no  water,    and  the    tra- 
chea, bronchi,  and     air    cells    held    but. 
very  little  frothy    mucus.  The    pericar- 
dium  was   so    firmly    attached    to     the 
heart  by  a  succession  of  adhesions  as  to 
present  what  the  older  pathologists  con- 
sidered    a    congenital    absence   of  this 
bag,  the  pericardia!  caiity    being    corn-' 
pletciy  obliterated,  and    the   membrane  ■ 
it s<  If  so    adherent    as    to    be     remove  !  | 
with  difficulty  without  the  scalpel.  The 
hear!  was  tightly  bound     down    by  ibis 
covering,  both  its  cavities  being  full     ofi 
black  unoxygenated  blood    in    a    liquid 
state  ;  the  right  auricle   was  greatly  dis- 
tended, so  as  to  represent  a  perfect  an- ' 
turism  of   that    organ.   The    brain   was 
healthy,  and  did    not  present  any    con- 
gested condition,     except  in  the  menin- 
geal veins  ;  there  was  some  fluid   in   the 
lateral  ventricles,  but  not  much. 

With  these  appearances  there    could 
be  no  question  as  to  the  cause  of  death  j 
(in  the  absence  of    the    usual    signs  of 
suffocation  \)  and  the    case  is     remark-  j 
able,  inasmuch  as  it  shows  the  possibili-j 
IV  of  the  existence    of    very    extensive  ' 


lesions,  both  of  the  heart  and  its  cover- 
ings, without  the  suspicion  of  any  dis- 
ease at  all  existing  either  by  patient  or 
friends  during  life.  Such  an  attach- 
ment of  the  pericardium  to  the  heart 
could  be  but  the  result  of  frequent  at- 
tacks of  pericarditis,  and  it  would  ap- 
pear, from  the  testimony  of  deceased's 
father,  that  his  son  had  on  one  occa.- 
sion  only  complained  of  slight  pain  in 
the  chest,  which  did  not  prevent  him 
from  following  his  usual  avocation, 
and,  that  in  fact,  he  never  had  a  day's 
illness  in  ids  life.  I  may  observe  that 
his -father  had  been  educated  for  the 
medical  profession,  and  was  a  very  in- 
telligent,  well-informed  man. 

A  gentleman  who  saw  him  before, 
he  bathed,  and  who  was  both  a  bar- 
rister and  a  surgeon,  noticed  the  pe- 
culiar color  of  his  face,  which  he  com- 
pared  to  blotting-paper. 

The  beautiful  attempt  of  Nature  to. 
make  up  for  the  restricted  condition 
of  the  heart,  by  a  dilatation  of  the  right 
auricle,  may  perhaps,  explain  the  slight 
inconvenience  felt  from  so  extraordin- 
ary a  state  of  its  bag;  and  in  a  me- 
dico-legal point  of  view,  various  in- 
teresting questions  mi^ht  be  suggested 
under  such  peculiar  circumstances. — 
Wm.  J.  Jones,  Esq.,  M.  R.  C.  S.  in 
London  Lancet,  for  Jan.   1851. 


III. 


REOOVEaY  FROM  ATTEMPTED  SUICIDE 

LY    OXALIC    ACID. 

On  March  10th,  1849,  I  was  de- 
sired to  see  a  mar),  aged  twenty,  nearly 
three  miles  off,  who  had  swallowed  1 
ounce  of  oxalic  acid  in  half  a  pint  of 
water,  and  had  since  vomited  several 
times. 

An  ounce  of  castor  oil,  half  a  pound 
of  prepared  chalk,  and  half  an  ounce 
of  calcined  magnesia,  with  a  stomach- 
pump,   were  sent  by   the  messenger. 

On  arriving  at  the  house  where  the 
person  lived,  the  chalk  and  magnesia 
were  mixed  in  a  pint  of  water  ;  but  it 
was  necessary  to  threaten  the  use  of 
the  stomach-pump,  and  to  provide  mera 
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ropes,  &c  ,   for  confining    the   patient,)  jy# 

before  lie  would   consent  to  take    fre- 
quent draughts  of  the  mixture  ;  he  vo- 
mited after  the  first  two  draughts,  the;  AND  accompanied  with  entire  loss 
rest  of  the  mixture    remained    in     his        of   speech   during    pregnancy. 
stomach.  -  I  was  summoned  to  a   young   mar- 


;   After  half  an  hour,  a    syphon     was  ried   WOfT7an?  lo  whonij  nn  ,ne  29th  of 


withdrawn,   and   the  holes   were   found  resembled  labour-pains,  that  I  was  quite 
blocked  up  with  moistened  chalk     and  deceived  by  them.  She  had   miscarried 

marS?e£,a'  i-i  *n  ner  ^rst  pregnancy  when  about  three 

1  he  man  was  desired  to  take  some  m0Rlhs  advanced  and  lhis  was  her  se- 
gruel  for  supper,  and  the  oil  early  in  condj  wl)ich  she  daled  from  St.  Pat- 
the  morning.  r'ck>s  daJj  lhe    ]7{h   of    Marcb<     She 

On  calling  the  next  day  he  appear-  had  ]ast  menslruated  in  the  week  before 
ed  to  be  as  well  as  usual,  and  he  has  so  thal  ghe  bdieved  she  was  at  her 
remained  so  to  the  present  time.  fuil  {]mQ,    The  pajns    coniinued     with 

Remarks.-- probably  the  stomach  bu{  short  intervals,  unti!  lhe  nighl  of 
had  rejected  the  greater  part,  tf  not  the  lgt  of  januai7j  when  convulsions 
the  whole  of  the  solution  of  oxalic  a-  came  GfL  whkh  )asted  aFjout  two  hourg> 
rid  before  the  chntfe,  &c.  were  taken.  The  pest  nyoming  she  WM  quite  de]ir_ 
Perhaps  the  remedies  were  as  suitable  -u^  Rnd  remamed  so" until  the  mom- 
as  any  which  could  have  been  used  ;  jr;g  of  lhe  5ih.  On  the  evening  of  the 
but  the  introduction  of  the  syphon  un-  m  (hese  f.,jse  pains  were  verJ  vio]ent 
tier  the  circumstances,  must  be  con-  g0  fnuc|)  g0>  that  she  had  afImi!jistcred 
sidered      a      questionable      proceeding.  {Q  j—    by  lhe  af]vice  of  Df    WpIR   one 

The  vessels  of  the  lining  membrane  of  tho  physicians  to  the  Maternity  Hos- 
of  the  stomach  and  oesophagus  might  phar  /who  ,)ad  geeu  her  wilh  m'e  orce 
be  very  turgid  and  easy  to  lacerate  by  or  lvvice  before.)  s\x{y  m\n\ms  0f  lau- 
the  introduction  of  a  foreign  body,  the  darmm?  which  not  pre  ducieg  sleep  were 
object  in  using  it  was  to  ensure  the  fojfowcd  by  twenty  minims  of  solution 
evacuation  of  the  oxalic  acid  from  the  (,rarelateof  Morphia,  and  a  drachm 
stomach,  but  I  dm  not  proceed  to  m-  6f  chloric  ether-  This  soon  caused  her 
jeet  and  withdraw  thin  gruel  or  wafer,  {Q  m  intQ  a  decp  plcepfl  wfvieh  lasted 
first,  because  it  might  be  better  to  a!-  fo,  eight  ()r  ni(lC  hourSj  vvhen  ghe  a_ 
low  the  antidotes  to  pass  through  the  Hoke  quite  conscious.  she  had  not 
intestinal  canal  ;  and  secondly,  because  sp(ikcn  gh]Ce  g!;e  ,)ad  the  convulsions. 
much  distention  of  the  stomach  ought  Now%  bmveVer)  she  could  sav  '-You  wee 
have  occasioned  a  laceration  of  con,-  r(mpe»  and  wilh  difficulty  aboot  half 
Rested  vessels,  and  because  lhe  man's  5|ie  alphabet.  She  coniinued  tolerably 
heaving  to  expel  the  tube  might  lave  vve],  untj!  janaaiy  ]5ln,  uhen  I  was 
repeatedly  brought  lhe  coats  of  the  pr-'agaifl  calied  t0  hcrj  about  eight  p#  ^ 
gar.  in  violent  contact  with  the  end  of  M  Uvo  p  ^  january  |7th,  she  was 
the  tube,  whilst  I  was  fixing  on  the  delivcrcd  0;  a  living,  but  feeble  fc- 
pump   for  injecting,   &c.  male  child,  andthe^very    moment   the 

J  he  chief  object  m  publishing  such  c!iild  was  [|0|n  she  rou|d  gpcak  wil|,out 
an  occurrence  as  this  is  to  afford  an  anv  ailficaJiy  whatever,  and  convalesced 
opportunity    for  useful    criticism     upon  ra^jd]v 

the    management    of    the    case.— W.  i  '  Remarks —When  first  called  to  her, 

Allison,   Esq.   m   Id.  I  ascertained,  upon     inquiry,    that    her 

bowels  were    opened,    having  been    re- 
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lieved  during  the  afternoon.  The  pains 
Were  seated  both  in  the  back  and  abdo- 
men. At  noon,  the  next  day  I  gave 
her  a  little  chloroform  to  inhale,  but  for- 
tunately the  husband  objected,  and  I 
did  not  give  her  much,  or  it  would  have 
borne  the  odium  of  causing  all  these 
disasters.  In  the  afternoon,  I  gave  her 
forty  minims  of  tincture  of  opium  which 
procured  her  a  little  sleep.  This  was 
repeated  several  times,  castor-oil  being 
administered  after  each  dose. 

Another  circumstance  which  I  think 
worthy  of  notice,  is  as  to  the  duration 
of  the  pregnancy.  I  was  first  called  to 
her  on  the  287th  day  after  she  had  be- 
come pregnant,  and  as  she  was  not  de- 
livered until  the  17lh  of  January,  the 
306th  day.  St.  Patrick's  day  (she  told 
me)  was  on  Saturday,  and  she  had  last 
menstruated  the  previous  Saturday,  so 
that  she  must  have  been  mistaken  I 
think,  although  she  will  not  hear  of  the 
possibility  of  such  a  thing. — S.  Henson 
Esq.,  in  London  Lancet,  for  December, 
1850. 


V. 

ON  THE  APPEARANCE  OF  THE  GUMS  IN 

PHTHISIS. 


ways   indicating    the  probability  of  the 
occurrence  of  this.       In  a    few  cases  a 
while  line  as   observed  by    M.  Vanoye, 
contrasts  with    the  general  color   of  the 
mucous  membrane,  and  those  who   ex- 
hibit it  are  usually  of  a    marked  scrofu- 
ulous    and     cachectic    habit.        These 
streaks      are     of  great     importance  in 
announcing  early  phthisis,  in  those  cases 
in  which  doubt  prevails   as  to    whether 
a  bronchitis    or    catarrh    is    connected 
with  tubercle.     The  author   has    never 
known  persons  suffering  from  bronchitis 
in  whom  this  mark    was   absent,    after- 
ward  become  the  subjects    of  phthisis  ; 
while  those  in    whom    it  was   distinctly 
present  have    all   afterwards    furnished 
signs    of    tubercle.       The    deeper   the 
color  the  more  rapidly  does  the    disease 
proceed,  while  it  is  a  good  sign  to    find 
it  become  paler.       Patients,   in     whom 
the    process    of  softening    has    become 
temporarily  arrested,  and    who   beleive 
themselves  cured,  continue  to  offer  the 
blue  mark  but  paler  than  before.    When 
the    disease    re-commences    its   march, 
the  mark  becomes  plainer. 

Dr.  Bonarden  states  that  he  has  ob- 
served a  blue  line  in  intermittent  fever. 
M.  Fredricq  has  generally  found  it 
wanting  and  when  present  it  has  been 
blue,  not  red,  and  seems  to  be  connec 
ted  with  engorgment  of  the  spleen. — 
In  chronic  abdominal  affections,   there 


M.  Fredricq,  published  some  obser- 
vations in  1847,  in  which  he  stated  that 
in  phthisis  a  red  streak  is  constantly  to 
be  found  on  the  gums  opposite  the  low-lis  a  dirty,  livid-looking  streak,  along  the 
er  incisors,  and  sometimes  the  upper j  whole  extent  of  the  gums,  and  much 
ones  also.  Since  then  he  has  paid  great  j  broader  than  in  phthisis.  So  in  mew- 
attention  to  the  subject,  and  now  says,  \strual  molimen  there  is  sometimes  a 
that  in  the  latter  period  of  all  chronic  blue  line  along  the  free  edge  of  the 
diseases,  some  time  before  death,  a  blue  gums,  which  disappears  when  the  men- 
red  streak  will   always    be    found  ;    but'ses  comes  on.     It  is  frequently,  but  not 


that  in  phthisis  it  is  one  of  the  earliest 
signs.  In  all  the  cases  of  phthisis, 
without  exception  that  have  come  under 
his  notice,  he  has  met.  with  the  brick- 
red,  or  blue  sireak.  The  brick-red 
color  is  especially  found  in    inflamatorj' 


constantly  observed  in  amenorrhoea. 

The  following  are  the  authors  con- 
clusions :  1.  The  red,  blue,  or  white 
streak,  along  the  incisor  gums,  is  only 
of  a  real  semiological  importance  when 
manifested  early,  since  it  is  always  seen 


phthisis,  or  a'.least  when  much  bronchial  in  the  latter  period  of  chronic  disease, 
irritation  and  nocturnal  fever  are  pres- -2.  It  is  observable  as  soon  as  the  cough 
ent ;  while  the  blue  color  denotes  a  less  occurs  in  phthisis.  3.  In  aged  persons 
active  form  of  disease,  and  is  oftenest!  where  there  is  retraction  of  the  gums, 
in  those  who  suffer  from  abundant  pneu-jil  is  not  present.  4.  Where  the  brick- 
morrbagiu,   although  by    no  means   al-  red  sireak  exists,  it  is  a    sure  indication 
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of  tubercle;  the  blue  one,  which  is] 
common  to  other  diseases,  is  also  fre*  I 
quently  so.  5.  Chronic  abdominal  af-i 
lections  give  rise  to  a  livid  streak  along! 
the  entire  gums.- — M.  Frkdricq.  Rev. 
Med.  Chir.  vol.  vii,  pp.  139-141.  From 
E.  &  F.  Med.  Chir.  Rev.;  Ok  1850. 


VI. 


STATISTICS  OF  POISONING. 

A  return  has  been    printed  by    order 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  of  the  num-  | 
ber  of  persons,  male  and    female,    tried  | 
in   the    United    Kingdom    for    murder,! 
and  attempts  to   murder,  by  the  admin-! 
istration  of  poison,  from  the  year   1 839  | 
to  the  year  1849,  both  inclusive.     The  j 
number  of  persons  so  tried  in  England: 
&nd  Wales,  during  the  tea    years,    was. 
154 — namley,  69  males  and  85  females] 
the    number    of    convictions   on   either  j 
charge  was  66.     In  Scotland    the  trials' 
for  murder  by  poison,  since  1839,  have, 
been  only  9 — 2    males  and  7    femafes;! 
tne  convictions  were  3.     The   trials  for  | 
attempt  to  murder  were  6 — 3  males  and  I 
3  females.     Total  triaJs  in  Scotland  15;  | 
total  convictions  7.     In  Ireland  the  tri-j 
als  amounted  to  56 — 25  males  and    31  | 
females;  and  the  convictions   were  13. 
In  1839   there  occurred  only  one   con- 
cretion in  Ireland  for  murder  by  poison- 
ing;    1841    there    were    5    convictions 
found  against   10  persons  accused.      In 
1849  the    number    of   indictments  was 
10— 7  males  and  6    females;  and    the 
convictions  3. — Monthly    Journ.    Med. 
Self,  Edin.   Dec,  1850. 

Calm  delirium,  succeeding  the  furi- 
ofts  form,  gives  a  good  prognosis,  ex- 
cept when  it  is  accompanied  with  a 
sinking  of  the  vital  powers.  Gloomy 
anxious  ideas,  and  forebodings  of  death 
are  u  : favourable  signs.  If  the  deleri 
ous  patient  appears  insensible,  and  in- 
different to  his  safety  the  prognosis  is 
bad. 

Delusions  of  the  senses,  and  of  com- 
mon sensation,  as  also  moibid  muscular 
motions  in  delerium,  will  be  considered 
in  their  respective  places. — Schill's 
Semciology,  p.  33. 


I 
OBSTETRIC Y:- -ITS    ABUSES 


NOTES  FROM  THE  CASE  BOOK  Of 

N.  W.   Harris,  M.  D. 


This  Science  so  important  to-  the 
safe  introduction  of  the  human  race  up- 
on the  !?heatre~  of  Life,  is,  perhaps  a- 
bused  more  than  any  other  branch  of 
our  Profession,  by  ignorant  pretenders. 

We  know  not  how  it  is  elsewhere, 
but  in  the  rural  districts  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Valley,  two  thirds  of  the  Obste- 
tric practice  is  confided  to  the  skill  of 
ignorant  midwives — whose  popularity 
depends  upon  the  paltry  pittance  they 
receive  as  a  fee,  and  also  upon  the  in- 
herent repugnance  of  many  women  to 
the  attendance  of  a  Physician.  The  un- 
informed (and  many  there  are,  who 
otherwise  intelligent,  belong  to  this 
class,)  believe  them  fullv  as  safe  and 
competent  as  the  well  educated  and  ex- 
periencd*  practitioners.  We  all  know 
that  nineteen  twentieths  of  the  obstetric 
cases  would  terminate  favorably  with- 
out skilful  assistance, — in  the  twentieth 
case  the  child  or  mother,  or  both  per- 
ch&ne®  arc  lost  : — the  wise  tmge-Jemme 
can  easily  point  to  some  similar  result 
in  the  practice  of  a  popular  physician- 
accoucheur.  The  unforeseen  occurren- 
ces incident  to,  and  oftentimes  unavoid- 
able in  practice,  are  made  to  balance 
those  of  the  old  Grannies  which,  in 
truth,  are   perfectly    indefensible:  and 
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thus  the  public  are  deceived.   To  illust-|Our  principle  of  a  still   tongue,    forsook 


rate,  I  will    relate    a  (ew    cases    which 
have  fallen  under  my  notice. 

One  night  in  January,  1850,  a  young 
gentleman  aroused  me  with  a  summons 
to  accompany  him  to  his  residence,  a 
distance  of  four  miles.  From  his  agita- 
ted manner,  and  panting  horse,  I  in- 
fered  something  serious,  and  was  quick- 
ly mounted.  As  we  hastily  rode  along, 
he  informed  me  that  his  lady  had  been 
taken  in  labour  some  six  hours  before, 
a  midwife  being  in  attendance; — that 
he  had  been  assured  by  the  old  Lady 
*'Jhat  all  things  were  right,"  until  a 
few  moments  of  his  departure,  when 
she  informed  him,  in  great  alarm  that 
the  child,  which  was  being*  born  feet 
foremost,  had  been  delivered  as  far  as 
its  breast  and  that  the  labour  had 
ceased. — "Go  for  the  Doctor,  quick, 
for  God's  sake,"  cried  the  now  wise 
did  woman.  And  off  bolted  the  husband- 
father  at  full  speed.  The  only  consol- 
ation I  could  give  him  was,  that  I  hoped 
to  arrive  in  time  to  render  assistance 
rlo  his  wife,  but  Iliad  the  child.,  beyond 
a  doubt,  was  dead  before  ho  had  even* 
saddled  and  mounted  his  horse  ;  that 
in  all  probability  labour  would  return 
and  relieve  the  mother  before  our  ar- 
rival. This  we  found  to  be  literally1 
jtrue. 

The  mother  was  in  bed  doing  well 
enough;  and  upon  the  midwife's  lap 
lay  a  plump  fine  looking  infant  dead! 
Never  sha]]  I  forget  my  feelings,  when 
told  by  the  Lady  that  she  felt  the  strug- 
gles of  her  babe,   when  in  that  situation 


us  then  ;  I  could  not  resist  the  impulses 
of  my  better  nature,  and  in  no  honied 
words  told  the  old  lady  of  the  great 
crime  she  had  committed  by  ©mission,— 
that,  if  she  could  do  no  better  than  in 
this  caSe,  that  it  was  nothing  short  of 
murder  for  her  to  practice  midwifery. 

Subsequently,  when  in  attendance 
upon  a  tedious  labour  of  a  Primipara, 
this  same  midwife  again  had  me  called 
to  her  assistance — the  horrors  of  the 
preceding  case  were  vividly  peseri.t  io 
her  imagination;  she  now  annoyed  m® 
by  repeated  inquiries,  during  the  many 
long  hours  I  had  to  spend  with  this 
simple  but  tedious  case,  with  "Dr.  i'snt 
there  something  wrong  ?  Dr.  I'snt  the 
child's  head  pitched  ?"  Intending  to 
ask  if  this  part  was  not  improperly  en- 
gaged in  the  pelvis.  Thus  contributing 
by  these  simple  and  unguarded  quest- 
ions to  the  alarm  of  the  interesting  and 
amiable   lady  and  her  friends. 

In  October  last,  we  happened  in  at- 
tendance upon  a  Lady,  thirty  years  of 
agei5  during  her  first  labour.  Here  we 
met  another  midwife,  a  woman  of  a 
strong  intellect,  who  has  for  several 
years  been  engaged  in  extensive  prac^ 
lice.  After  satisfying  ourself  that  the 
presentation  was  pelvic,  we  requested 
the  old  Lady  to  institute  an  examina* 
tion,  and  give  an  opinion.  This  she  did 
as  many  as  three  different  times,  and 
hs  often  assured  me  that  it  was  a  head 
presentation,  and  that  "all  was  right." 
The  delivery  of  the  head  in  this  case 
was     difficult,     requiring     considerable 

for  some  minutes,  and    that  no  attempt  |  force,  but  resulting  favorably  to  mother 

and  child.  Had  this  case  remained  mil- 
der the  charge  of   the  midwife,    the  re? 

.departure;  nature    came   to   her    relief,  suit,  doubtless,  would  have  been   simj- 


had  been  made  to  deliver  her,  and  that 
half  an  hour  or  more  after  her  husband's 
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lar  to  the  first  one.  i  that  she  calculated  her  pregnancy   at  a- 

In  the  night  of  the  21st  December,  hoot  five  months ;  that  about  a  month 
IS48,  I  was  hastily  summoned  to  at-  after  |ier  conception,  she  noticed  that 
tend  a  Lady,  who  the  messenger  said |tjie  abdomen  increased  in  size  more 
was  flooding  to  death.  I  found  her  suf-^api^iy  than  it  ever  had  done  in  any  of 
fering  pains,  attended  by  slight  uterine; jier  former  pregnancies.  During  the 
hemorrhage.  She  was  soon  delivered  |  whole  time  she  was  very  feeble  and  de- 
of  an  ovum,  of  four  or  four  and  a  half,  bilated,  suffering  great  uneasiness,  heat 
months  growth,  and  of  a  dark  shriveled  'an(j  oppression  in  the    genital   and  ab- 


and  cadaverous  appearance,  evidently 
denoting  that  it  had  long  been  dead. 
The  history  of  the  Lady  was  as  fol- 
lows :  about  nine  months  before,  she 
had  such  symptoms  as  were  present  in 
her  former  pregnancies.  She  as  well  as 
her  friends  entertained  no  doubt  of  the 
fact  of  her  being  enceinte,  until  about 
the  expiration  of  the  fourth  month,  at 
which  period  she  had  a  slight  attack  of 
Remittent  fever.  As  she  recovered,  in 
common  with  her  friends  remarked 
that  she  gradually  diminished  in  size,  till 
they  were  thoroughly  convinced  of 
their  error  in  supposing  her  pregnant. 
Of  the  mistake  they  were  not  aware  till 
after  my  visit. 

There  is  no  doubt,  but  that  the  foe- 
tus had  died  during,  or  shortly  after 
the  attack  of  fever,  and  had  been  re- 
tained in  the  uterus  for  four  months 
and  a  half.  It  was  expelled  about  the 
termination  of  the  ninth  month.  Does 
not  this  case  give  strength  to  the  opin- 
ion entertained  by  many,  that  some- 
thing more  than  the  mere  increase  in 
the  size  of  the  foetus,  determines  its 
expulsion  at  the  end  of  the  ninth 
month  ? 

December  6th,  1849,  I  was  called 
to  see  a  poor  black  woman  who  had 
been  in  iU-health  for  some  time,  and 
was  now  represented  as  suffering   with 


dominal  regions.  She  said  that  for  some 
weeks  back,  she  had  felt  as  if  she 
would  "burst,"  so  great  was  the  dis- 
tention of  the  uterus.  At  a  glance,  I 
saw  that  the  abdomen  was  indeed  en- 
ormously enlarged, — much  more  than 
I  ever  observed  it  at  full  term. 

I  found  her  on  the  bed  much  exhaust- 
ed, suffering  occasional  weak  and  inef- 
ficient labour-pains.  She  was  in  this 
condition  some  twenty-four  hours,  and, 
said  that  during  this  whole  time,  she 
felt  something  "trying  to  pass  that  could 
not."  A  physician,  living  near  at  hand, 
intelligent,  well  read,  and  of  consider- 
able experience  in  the  Obstetric  art, — 
but  who  is  to  timid  to  act  energetically 
and  promptly  in  desperate  cases,  and 
whose  weakness  consists  in  contempt 
for  the  skill  of  others,  and  too  great  re- 
verence for  his  own, — was  called  to  her 
assistance  some  six  hours  before  my  vi- 
sit. He  examined  the  patient,  gave  a 
"powder,"  remarking,  (as  they  report- 
ed to  me,)  that  "she  might  lose  her  lit- 
tle one,  or  might  possibly  carry  it  to 
term." 

I  instituted  an  examination  and  found 
the  vagina  completely  filled  with  the 
protruding  membranes.  The  abdomen 
as  tense  as  a  drum-head,  and  distend- 
ed apparently  to  the  utmost  of  its  ca- 
pacity. The  patient   evidently  laboured 


labour-pains.  Upon    inquiry,  I    learned  J  under  Hydrops  Uleri.   What  was  to  be 
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done?  Apparently    the    woman   would 
soon  sink  from  exhaustion.   Had  1  been 
the  only  Physician  called  to   see  her,  I 
should  have   had  no  hesitation  in  punc- 
turing the  membranes:     but  one   older 
and  more  "experienced"  had  seen  and 
done    nothing.     The   woman   said    she 
was  in  the  same  situation  when   he  saw 
her.     To  send  for  this  Doctor,  in    con- 
sultation, I  knew  to  be  follv,  for  one  of 
his  fixed  religious  principles  is  to    dif- 
fer !     To  send  for  any  other  was  out  of 
the  question,  considering    the    distance 
and  the  urgency  of  the  case.    The  poor 
suffering  woman  was    informed    of  the 
nature  of  her  case,  and  with  her  appro- 
bation,   nay.     her    earnest   request,    I, 
(after  wailing  half  an   hour  and  finding 
her  to  be  sinking,  and    that  it  was  folly 
to  think  of  the  feeble   pains    rupturing 
the    morbidly     thickened    membranes) 
after  making  several  attempts  succeded 


with  an  hour  glass  contraction  about  the 
center  of  the  organ  ;  the  fingers  collec- 
ted into  a  conical  form  slowly  but  grad- 
ually overcame  this  resistance,  and   fol- 
lowing the  cord,    upon    which    the    left 
hand  exerted  gentle  traction,   found  the 
placenta  (there  was  but  one)  firmly    at- 
tached to  the  fundus.       The  hand    was 
spread     out,     the     dorsal     surface     to 
the   womb,   and    with  the   finger    nails 
I   slowly    and     carefully    detached   the 
placenta :     this  being  accomplished,    I 
slowly    commenced    its    extraction ;    at 
the  same  time  rapidly   applying    to  the 
abdomen,    withdrawing  and  reapplying 
my    hand   diped    into  ice-cold   water  at 
every  alternation.     The  uterus  contrac- 
ted after    the  removal  of  the    placenta 
and  the  woman  recovered   without  any 
unpleasant  consequences. 

Sherburne,   Fleming  Co.,  Ky. 
Feb.  4th,  1851. 


in  puncturing  the  membranes.  The*]  Note  by  Dr.  Nelson. — The  read- 
amniotic  fluid  flowed  over  and  through  I  er,  we  doubt  not,  will  peruse  the  above 
the  bed  like  a  torrent.  I  regret  not ;  communica'ion  by  our  Kentucky  friend, 
having  adopted  means  to  have  correctly  with  much  pleasure  and  instruction, 
ascertained  the  exact  amount  of  fluid,  \  Dr.  Harris  is  evidently  a  close  obser- 
but  am  satisfied  that  it    did  not  fall    farjver,  and  neglects  no  opportunity  of  re- 


short,  if  at  all,  of  forty  pints.  The 
abdomen  immediately  collapsed — upon 
introducing  the  hand  I  found  a  foetus 
presenting  at  the  superior  straight  ; 
which  with  a  few  feeble  efforts    of    the 


cording  what    may    prove    of   practical 
interest  to  his  brethern.  The    Dr.  is  in- 
deed peculiarly  unfortunate  in  his    pro 
fessional  associations  ;  in  a  former  num- 
ber, he  has  portrayed  the  "Wisdom    of 


uterus,  I  delivered.  Again  the  hand  three  Kentucky  Doctors  :"  and  in  the 
was  introduced,  and  again  a  foetus  was  present  instance,  with  midwives,  con- 
delivered.  They  were  about  the  size  sequential  and  scrupulous  regulars,  tt 
of  well  grown  Norway  Rats    and    pre-  lid  omne  genus,  he  is  certainly   entitled 


sented  no  signs  of  vitality. 

After  waiting  half  an  hour,  and  find- 
ing that  there  was  not  sufficient  power 
in  the  uterus  to  expel  the  placenta,  the 
right  hand  was  introduced,  and  easily 
passed    through  the  os    uteri,   but    met 


to  our  warm  sympathy. 

That  Obstetrics  is  a  department  of 
every  day  practice,  most  sadly  abused 
and  shamefully  managed  by  many,  oth- 
erwise competent  practitioners,  and  by 
females  more  especially,  who    although 
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most  grossly  ignorant  pretend  to  intui-  lients : — one  we  drove  from  the  field, 
tive  wisdom  and  science,  we  are  too  the  other  is  rnsticaiing  in  a  northern 
well  prepared  to  admit.  In  relation  to  town  of  the  county.  That  many  women 
the  first  point,  little  or  nothing  can  be  of  high  and  refined  feelings,  have  a 
done; — though  a  due  share  of  profes- great  repugnance  to  the  interference 
sional  courtesy,  a  plain  and  familiar  ex-  of  the  medical  man,  is  what  we  know 
position  of  the  case,  and  a  still  plainer  and  should  expect,  but  never  have  we 
and  untechnical  description  of  the  mea-  intruded  ourself  by  officious  and  meni- 
sures  indicated  for  the  removal,  or  pal-  al  services,  and  we  have  yet  to  learn 
liation  of  the  evil,  and  gentlemanly  that  those  patients  who  are  the  most 
bearing  under  all  circumstances,  and  opposed  to  our  presence  in  the  lying- 
more  so,  when  prejudice  and  opposition  in  chamber  when  our  services  are  not 
are  to  be  overcomed,  will  sooner  or  lat-  required,  are  at  certain  stages  of  la- 
er  place  him  who  possesses  these  quali-  bour,  the  most  solicitous  in  their  ap- 
ties  above  the  man  who  prides  himself  peals  for  assistance  at  our  hands, 
solely  upon  the  cherished  opinion  of  his  Dr.  Harris's  cases  are  extremely 
own  qualifications  ;  these  will  soon  be  interesting,  the  third  one  more  parti- 
appreciated  and  brought  to  their  merit-  cularly.  That  there  was  arrest  of  for- 
ed  level  of  insignificance.  The  next  mation,  and  retention  of  the  blighted 
point  is  in  relation  to  Midwives — and  j  foetus  till  the  expiration  of  the  usual 
there  is  but  one  remedy,  and  that  a|  term  of  uterine  gestation— there  is  not 
most  powerful  one,— public  opinion.  jlhe  ,east  room  to  donbt.  It  is  another 
Every  member  of  the  Profession  should,  '  case  added  to  the  already  long  list  of 
without  consideration  for  individuals,  those  tending  to  obscure  still  more  the 
expose  the  gross  ignorance  and  murder-  vet7  interesting  but  imperfectly  under- 
ous  practices   of  these   female  doctors.  stood  question,— that  of  parturition. 


And  as  a  consultation  is  not    generally 


That  the  expulsion  of  the  contents  of 


requested,  till  they  have  tampered  with  the  uterus  takes  place  independent  of  the 
the  case  to  a  degree,  that  the  life  of  the[size  of  the  foetus,  is  we  believe  an  un- 
mother  is  in    impending    danger      and  disputed  point.  This   is    exemplified  in 


that  of  the  child  has  been    sacrificed, 


cases  of  abortive    diathesis  :  at    a    cer- 


the  physician  should  at  once  answer; tain  time,  labour  comes  on,  and  the 
the  call  of  distress;  exposing  the  ig-  foetus  is  expelled.  In  spite  of  all  prc- 
norance  of  these  pretenders,  he  should  phylactic  measures,  the  same  occur* 
insist  upon  their  withdrawing  from  the  jrence  will  take  place  with  the  most 
case ;  he  should  not  lower  himself  by  marked  regularity  in  all  subsequent 
consulting  with  this  class  of  persons, 'pregnancies.  In  these  instances,  therer 
it  is  throwing  consequence  around  in-|fore,  the  expulsion  of  the  foetus  is  not 
significance.  Since  cur  icsidence  here,  due  to  its  size,  and  the  consequent 
we  have  met  but  two  midwives,  and  pressure,  as  some  have  supposed,  ex- 
the  moment  we  entered  the  house  we  erted  upon  the  neck  and  inferior  por- 
peiemptorily  urged  that  they  should  tion  of  the  uterus.  No  expulsive  efforts 
have  nothing  further  to  do  with  the  pa-,  will  in  any  case  take  place,  unless  there 


1851 


ORIGINAL  DEPARTMENT. 


131 


is  a  seperation  of  the  uterine  contents  cause,  the  extra-uterine  foetus,  will,  if 
from  the  maternal  organ  by  the  detach-  no  further  injury  is  occasioned,  be  re- 
ment  of  the  membrana  decidua.  |  tained    in     its     abnormal  situation  for 

In  abortions,  accidental    or    habitual,  years,  portions  of  the  Osseous    by  stem 
as  soon  as     the   seperation   is  effected, 'and  the  hair  being  discharged  into    the 


the  foetus  and  its  secundines  become 
as  foreign  substances ;  their  presence 
incites  the  organ  to  contraction,  where- 
by it  is  relieved  of  its  contents.  At  the 
full  term  of  gestation  the  same  theory 
holds  good,  and  the  alternate  contract- 
ions of  the  longitudinal  and  circular 
fibres  of  the  uterus  acting  in  a  special 
manner,  closely  embrace  the  child  and 
through  it,  act  upon  the  mouth  of  the 
womb,  which  is  dilated  to  an  extent 
sufficient  to  allow  of  its   passage. 

The  foetus  is  retained  in  the  uterine 
cawty  during  a  period  of  nine  calendar 
months,  when  the  foetal  structures  are 
developed  simultaneously  with  the 
changes  occurring  in  the  uterus  itself. 
There  is  a  mutual  dependance  between 
the  uterus  and  its  contents,  till  the 
process  of  formation  is  perfected,  when 


neighboring  viscera  by  the  suppura- 
tive and  ulcerative  processes,  at  the 
same  time  that  the  absorbents  are  act- 
ing upon  the  softer  tissued. 

In  the  case  communicated  to  us  m 
Dr.  Harris,  it  would  have  been  of 
some  considerable  interest  had  he  fa- 
vored us  with  a  description  of  the  pla- 
centa, its  characteis  internal  and  ex- 
ternal, size,  etc.  Though  the  foetus  had 
been  long  deprived  of  vitality,  there 
was  nevertheless  the  necessary  connec- 
tion between  the  uterus  and  placenta; 
and  as  long  as  the  placental  develop- 
ment is  not  completed,  it,  and  the  foe- 
tus are  retained.  And  parturition  docs 
not  come  on,  as  in  the  case  before  us, 
till  the  expiration  of  the  usual  period 
of  uterine  gestation. 

Much    more    conld    be   said  on    this 


the  child  becomes  independent  of  tlie  |  subject,  but  our  remarks  have  already 
maternal  system— the  connection  is  se-  |  extended  to  a  greater  length  than  we  an- 
vered,  and  the  deciduous  membrane :  th-ipated.  Dr.  Harris's  management  of 
detached.  The  uterine  muscular  fibres ' .these  cases  was  very  proper  and  judi- 
which,  till  that  period  had  remained  j  cious  ;  in  relation  to  his  over  scrupul- 
dormant,  are  thrown  into  action  and  ous  neighbor,  lie  has  certainly  treated 
labour  ensues.  *     him  with    more    eonsideiation  than    he 

That  this  process  takes  place,  when  ! vvould  be  entitled  to  at  our  hands,  and 
the  foetus  is  developed  elsewhere  than  j  hc  ma>  find  0lJt  al  no  dislant  da?>  that 
in  the  uterus,  whether  in  the  ovarium ,.  with  a11  iiis  pretensions  and  self-esteem, 
abdominal  cavity,  fallopian  tube,  or  in|and  ^-professional  feelings,  he  has 
the  substance  of  the  uterus,— at  the , much  to  ,earn  from  lhose  mo,e  truly 
time  of  the  interruption  of  the  physio-  , |  worthy  and  experienced,  though  less 
logical  relations  between  the  mother^  e^e«luentiy. 
and  child,  labour  sets  in,  and  a    decid-  j 

uous  membrane   is    expelled  :  as    soon  i 

i 

as  this  has   taken    place,  the    muscular  | 
contractions   cease,    and    the    exciting 
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II. 


DEATH:    ITS     VARIETIES, 

REALH  Y      AND     SIMULATION. 

A    MEDICO-LEGAL    DISSERTATION. 


By  liorace  Nelson, 


[Continued  from  page  108  ] 
1.  Death    from    Drowning. 

Examination  of  the  Internal  signs 
of  Drowning. —  Conclusion  of  the 
subject. 


absent,  the  vessels  being  empty  and 
collapsed.  Mr.  Taylor  says  that,  in  all 
the  cases  which  he  has  examined,  the 
quantity  of  blood  contained  in  the  ce- 
rebral vessels,  has  rarely  been  so  great 
as  to  call  for  particular  notice.  (Med. 
Jurisp.  p.  535.)  Therefore,  any  undue 
pathological  condition  of  the  cerebral 
mass,  cannot  be  regarded  as  positive 
or  even  presumptive  of  death  by  sub- 
mersion. 

2.   The  Heart,  and  Circulating  sys- 
tem.— The    left  side  of  the  heart,  the 


Having  in  our  last  Number  examin 
ed  the  External  sUms  of  Drowning,  we  aorta  and  pulmonary  veins,  are  in  gen- 
\\  ill  in  the  present  close  the  subject  by^ral  comparatively  empty  ;— the  right 
the  consideration  of  the  Internal  ap-j side,  pulmonary  arteries,  the  venae  ca- 
pearances.  They  are  derived  from  the!vse  and  their  tributaries  are  filled  with 
Brain  :— the  differential  c  harncterisiics|olood.  Objections.— These  appearances 
of  the  Cardiac  cavities;  and  of  the  arf  not  pathognomonic  of  death  from 
Circulating  system  :-— the  Blood  .-—the, drowning  ;  in  some  cases  they  are  en- 
appearanccs  of  the  Lungs,  including  lirclJ  absent,  while  in  others  the  re- 
the  presence  of  froth  or  water  in  theseverse  is  obtained.  They  will  generally 
organs  :— and  the  peculiarities  observ-;oe  influenced  by  the  length  of  time 
able  in  the  Stomach,  Intestinal  canal,  the  body  has  been  submerged,  as  al- 
and Bladder.  |so  lJP011  l«lc  delay  in     instituting    the 

1.  The  Brain.— We  have  but  lit- . examination, 
tie  to  add  to  what  has  previously  been;  Fluidity  of  the  Blood—  Although 
said  (page  79,  No.  3.)  of  the  general  mucli  Ns  been  said  in  elation  to  the 
appeaiances  of  apphexia  by  Drowiiing,jcerlain,y  °f  this  sign  by  several  au- 
\n  relation  to  the  possible  or  presump-j tli0rs>  a!]d  b>'  Orfila  in  particular, 
live  evidence  to  be  deduced  from  any  | vvho  slales  that  in  the  very  many  ex- 
uuusual  state  of  the  brain  audits  ap-  'aminaiions  he  has  made,  he  found  the 
pendages.  The  congestion  of  the  ves-  b!ood  fluid  in  evei7  case  but  one- 
sols  will  be  commensurate  with  the  du-OU)<jr  authorities  on   the    other    hand, 

,  •  r   ,        ,      .  affirm   that   they  observed   the  blood  to 

ration  and  intensity  oi  the    death-strug-  ; 

,..,,,.,  .    .  be  coagulated   in   numerous    instances, 

inc.  and  it  will  be  in  close    relation    to        .     .  .  ,    ,      r   ,     ,  .      , 

and   the  same  is  recorded  oi  the  blood 

the  congested    state   of  the  pulmonary         ..      ,     ..  c        .      ,  ,  , 

D  .   .       .  in  the   bodies    oi    animals    submerged 

organs.  Moreover,  an  injected  state    of  f      «■  r  -^ •    ,•      ftp. 

'  J  ,  ior  the  purposes  ol  experiments.     I  lie 

the  brain  is  a  common  attendant  upon  j  medical.  Jurist  should  bear  this  point 
death  caused  by  other  forms  of  asphex-|;n  mjB£j}  as  manv  cn-0ucously  suppose 
ia  than  submersion,  and  although  it  has  that  the  fluidity  of  the  blood  is  a  strong 
been  noticed  in  some  cases,  in  others,  argument  in  favor  of  death  by  drown- 
and  that  very  frequently,  it   is    entirely  ing; — that  this  state  of  the  blood  will 
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be  occasioned  by  the  processes  of  pu- 
trefaction and  imbibition,  which  will 
destroy  the  coagula  that  may  previous- 
ly have  existed ;  therefore,  if  they  are 
at  all  present,  it  will  be  within  a  few 
hours  after  death. 

3.  The  Lungs.— -These  organs  are 
generally  found  distended  and  closely 
filling  the  thoracic  cavity ;  they  are  of 
a  violet  color,  gorged  with  blood,  and 
the  bronchial  ramifications  containing 
more  or  less  frothy  mucus. 

The  nearer  the  froth  is  to  the 
mouth,  the  more  positive  becomes  this 
sign  of  death  by  drowning.  As  stated 
in  a  previous  part  of  this  paper,  the 
individual  falling  into  the  water,  rises 
to  the  surface  and  attempts  at  inspir- 
ation, air  and  water  are  introduced 
by  the  effort;  the  water  rushing  in 
contact  with  the  epiglottis,  excites  it 
to  violent  and  spasmodic  action,  the 
air  and  the  greater  portion  of  the  wa- 
ter are  forcibly  expelled  ;  the  retain- 
ed portion  passing  through  the  rima 
becomes  mixed  with  the  mucus  of  the 
trachea  and    renders  it    viscid.     More 


bubbles  that  form  it  have  a  watery 
envelope,  easily  broken,  and  frequent^ 
ly  on  laying  open  the  trachea,  the 
greater  part  disappear  like  soap  bub- 
bles. No  difficulty,  therefore,  can  be 
encountered  in  diagnosticating  the  froth 
of  drowned  persons,  from  the  expect- 
oration attending  diseases  of  the  air 
passages,  or  of  the  pulmonary  organs. 
In  following  Dr.  Beatty  in  his  in- 
quiries respecting  the  production  of 
froth  in  other  cases  than  those  of  as- 
phexia  by  submersion,  in  speaking  of 
pneumonia,  he  says,  that  the  person 
is  induced  to  expectorate  because  the 
extreme  bronchial  ramifications  are  fil- 
led with  mucus,  and  the  air  cab 
no  longer  reach  them,  to  come  in  con- 
tact with  the  blood  in  order  to  effect 
the  necessarv  chemical  changes.  The 
invalid  expels  a  frothy  matter^  because 
the  mucus  secreted  under  the  influence 
of  the  bronchial  irritation  is  beaten  and 
mixed  up  with  the  air  by  the  alternate 
and  quick  efforts  of  inspiration  and  ex- 
piration which  constitute  coughing.  The 
formation  of  the  froth  takes  place   more 


water  and  less  air    being    introduced,  easily  as  the  irritation  is  nearer    to    the 
the  fluid  is    further    agitated    forming, last  bronchial   ramifications,  where   the 


the  froth.  The  presence  of  this    froth, 


tubes  being  of  a  smaller    diameter,    are 


which  cannot  be  formed  unless  aided  i  the  more  readily  obstructed.  On  the 
by  vitality,  and  the  importance  of  a  .other  hand,  the  froth  is  formed  with 
correct  diagnosis,  whether  it  may  be  greater  difficulty  in  the  trachea,  on  ac- 
produced  during  life  through  any  other  count  of  the  greater  dimensions  of  the 
cause  of  death,  is  thus  stated   bv  De-  tube. 

vergie,  (quoted  by  Beatty,  op.  cit.!  in  relation  to  the  value  of  this  test> 
j\  558.)  The  froth  is  commonly  white  Mr.  Taylor  entertains  the  following 
constituting  of  numerous  very  small  opinion.  1st — That  it  has  not  been 
bubbles,  forming  a  lather,  more  pro-  found  in  the  bodies  of  those  who  have 
perly  so  called  than  froth.  It  never  ad-  sunk  at  once  below  the  surface.  2nd.- 
heres  to  the  trachea  by  mucus,  but  it  The  appearance  may  not  be  seen  when 
is  in  immediate  contact  with  the  lin-  the  subject  has  remained  for  a  long 
ing  membrane  of  the    tube.     All     the  period  in  the  water   alter   death,    since 
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by  the  free  passage  of  this  fluid     in  and  |  of  the  putrefactive  process. 


out  of  the  trachea,  the  mucus  froth 
although  formed  in  the  first  instance, 
will  disappear.  3rd  — If,  after  removal 
from  the  water,  the  subject  is  exposed 
to  the  sir  for  several  days  before  it  is 
examined,  it  is  rare  that  this  appear- 
ance is  seen.  4th. — The  mucus  froth 
may  have  been  formed  in  the  trachea, 
but  it  may  have  entirely  disappeared, 
owing  to  the  incautious  manner  ill 
which  the  body  has  been  handled  on 
its  removal  from  the  water. 

Water  in  the  Lungs. — Medical  ju 
rists  are  not  reconciled  to   the    idea    of 
water  being  found  in    the  lungs   of   the 
submerged.  Devergie,    p.    39*2,    states 
that  in  a  great  number  of  cases,   he  dis- 
covered but  verv  slight  traces    of  water 
in  the  trachea,  and  in  only  two,  did  he 
observe  it    in    any    quantity.  Although 
the    great    French    medical   jurist    has 
thrown  the  weight  of  his  experience    in 
the  scale,  nevertheless  the  observations 
of  many  other  distinguished   writes*,  to 
say  nothing  of  experimenters,  prove  in- 
con  testably  that  the  presence   of   water 
in  the  air  passages  is  of  frequent  occur- 
rence. It  is  moreover  proper  to  remark, 
that  the  medical  jurist    should    bear    in 
mind  two  circumstances,  which  tendjlo 
cause   much   difficulty    in    determining 
this    question  : — first    that     the     water 
which    may    have   passed    through    the 
glottis  in  the  spasmodic  attempts  to  in- 
spire becomes  converted  into   froth    by 
the  process  previously    explained  ; — se- 
condly, that  a  dead  body  may  have  been 
thrown  into  the  w;>?er7  and  when  with- 
drawn, more  or  less  of  the  fluid  will  be 


Should  a   body   be    discovered   after 
having  been  submerged  hut  a  short  pe- 
riod, and  no    water    found    in    the   air 
passages,  and  should  no  external  mark* 
of  violence  be  observed  on  any  part    of 
the  body,  the  presumption  is,  that    the 
individual  never  attempted    to   breathe 
after  feffeg"  into  the  water,  and  that  he 
was  drowned  in   an  unconscious   state. 
Moreover,    in    an    undoubted    case   of 
death  from   drowning,   water   may    not 
be  found  in  the  lungs,  the  fluid   having 
oozed  out  of  the  mouth  from   the   body 
being    in    a    depending   position,  or  if 
the   examination  is    delayed    for   some 
ttme,  the  water  may  transude    through 
the  pulmonary  tissue  into  the  surrounds 
ing  structures,  or  disappearing  by   eva- 
poration. 

This  is  exemplified  in  the  case  of 
Sakah  Stout  whose  botSy  was  found 
floating  in  a  stream  some  thirteen  hours 
after  her  disappearance.  The  body  was 
exhumed  and  examined  six  weeks  after 
interment,  and  although  no  decompo- 
sition had  taken  place  in  the  lungs 
or  stomach,  yet  no  water  was  discover- 
ed. Therefore  the  presence  of  water  in 
the  lungs  is  not  to  be  considered  as 
positive  evidence  of  death  by  drowning, 
no  more  than  that  its  absence  should 
infer  that  death  was  not  due  to  submer- 
sion. 

Water  in  the  Stomach. — This  is  the 
last  of  the  signs  of  drowning  which  we 
have  to  examine,  and  by  far  the  most 
difficult  of  satisfactory  explanation. 

There  is  not  the  least  doubt,  but 
that  during  the  struggles    water  may  be 


discovered  in  different  parts  of  the  pul-  swallowed,  but  is  it  found  in  the  stomach 


monary  organs,  fr^m  the    imbibition   of 
water  even  previous    to    the  setting    in 


when  the  body  is  examined  ?  and  what 
are   the  circumstances  which    tend    to 
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render  the  act  of  deglutition  impossible?]  ter,  and  proportional  columnar  pressure 


In  numerous  instances,  fluid  is  present 
in  the   stomach  of  persons    supposed  to 
have  been  drowned    while    in   a    living 
state;  under  the    same   circumstances, 
in  other  cases  very  little  if  any  at  ail    is 
discovered, — its    presence    or   absence, 
therefore,  is  no  direct  test  of  death    by 
drowning.      Numerous      circumstances 
contribute  strongly  to  obscure  this    part 
of  our  dissertation  such  as,    the    water 
having  been  swallowed  previous  to   im- 
mersion ;  it  may  be   incorporated    with 
the  contents  of  the    stomach  so    as    to 
make  its   detection    almost    impossible. 
Again,  the  probability     of   water   being 
present  will  be  materially  influenced  by 
the  depth  of  the  water  in  which  the  in- 
dividual has  been    submerged,  as    also 
upon  the  sudden  or  retarded  occurrence 
of  asphexia.  It  has  been  proved  that  the 
quantity  of  water  in    the  stomach    will 
i>e  greater  if  the  person  rises  frequently 
to  the  surface,  and  less,  if   any   at    all, 
when  asphexia  takes    place  rapidly,  as 
deglutition    is    then    immediate!}'     sus- 
pended. 

In  relation  to  the  dianges  occasioned 
by  the  depth  of  the  water,  we  have  the 
results  of  the  following  experiments 
performed  by  Mr.  Taylor.  A  cat  was 
lowered  to  a  depth  of  55  ft  et  into  the 
Thames ;  another  was  held  two  feet 
below  the  surface.  The  stomach  of  the 
first  cat  contained  a  large  quantity  of 
wrater,  that  of  the  second  scarcely  any. 
A  third  cat  was  allowed  to  rise  repeat- 
edly to  the  surface  of  the  water,  its 
stomach  was  distended  but  not  so  much 
as  that  of  the  subject  of  the  first  experi- 
ment. 

These  observations,  therefore,  prove 
satisfactorily  that  the   deeper   the    wn- 


and  the  frequent  attempts  to  inspire  by 
rising  to  the  surface,  influence  the  cer- 
tainty of  water  Wing  discovered  in  tlie 
stomach.  Although  on  the  other  hand, 
the  fluid  has  been  found  absent  in  nu- 
merous instances,  Ivlr.  Ogston  observ- 
ed it  in  five  cases  out  of  seven. 

Can  water  be  introduced  in  the  sto- 
mach after  death  1  This  is  scarcely  pos- 
sible, unless  decomposition  has  made 
rapid  advances,  in  which  cases  its  pre- 
sence will  be  readily  accounted  for. 
In  cases  of  recent  submersion  water 
cannot  force  its  way  into  the  stomach. 

If  the  individual  has     been    drowned 
in  shallow  wal<%;   if  he  has  fallen     dur- 
ing a  state    of  unconsciousness,   no  wa- 
ter will  be  discovered   in    the    stomach. 
As  previously  stated,  in  speaking  of  the 
presence  of  this  fluid  in  the    lungs,    the 
water  may  have  passed  into  the  organ, 
and  yet  not  be  found   on  examination  ; 
the  head  from  being  in  a  depending  po- 
sition will  facilitate   the   escape    of   the 
water.  Two  cats  were  drowned  in  nine 
fathoms  of   water;  after    having    been 
submerged  for  half  an  hour,  they    were 
removed  and  suspended  with  the    head 
downwards.   Water  drained  freely  from 
them,  and    on    examining    the    bodies 
three  days  after,  no  water  was  found  in 
the  stomach.  If  the  examination  is    de- 
layed for  some  days,   the  fluid  may  ciis* 
appear  by  transudation. 

The  only  direct  evidence  that  can  be 
depended  upon,  is  from  the  nature  of 
the  water  found  in  the  stomach,  com- 
pared with  that  in  which  the  body  was 
submerged,  and  also  whether  the  wa- 
ter contains  foreign  substances  similar 
to  those  present  in  the  river  or  pond  in 
which  the  drowning  has  taken  place, 
such  as  weed*,  grass,  mud,  etc. 
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In  reviewing  the  several  signs  of 
Death  by  Drowning,  the  reader  cannot 
but  observe  that  much  obscurity  and 
uncertainly  is  attendant  upon  them  all, 
and  that  a  dependence  on  one  or  two 
individual  signs,  would  be  most  likely 
to  lead  the  medical  jurist  into  errone- 
ous conclusions. 

The  following  are  the  conclusions 
drawn  by  Devergie  : — 1.  That  almost 
all  the  signs  taken  singly,  do  not  prove 
that  the  individual  was  living  at  the 
moment  of  immersioa. — 2.  That  the 
one  which  furnishes  the  strongest  pre- 
sumption is  the  existence  of  froth  placed 
in  immediate  contact  with  the  lining 
membrane  of  a  sound  trachea. — 3. 
That  this  sign  acquires  a  value  greater 
as  its  situation  is  nearer  to  the  mouth. 
^—4.  That  water  in  the  air  passages  is 
^a  sigh  of  little  value,  for  if  it  can  pen- 
etrate the  trachea  after  death,  and  ex- 
tend even  to  the  last  bronchial  ramific- 
ations, as  Orfila  has  shown,  \\  becomes 
almost  useless. — 5.  That  water  in  the 
stomach  is  one  of  the  most  constant 
signs,  but  its  value  is  greatly  diminish- 
ed by  the  difficulty  of  proving  its  ident- 
ity with  the  fluid  in  which  the  body 
his  been  immersed. — 6.  That  if  each 
sign  taken  singly  gives  no  certainty, 
the  assemblage  of  all  in  the  same  indi- 
vidual may  enable  a  positive  conclusion 
to  be  drawn. 

Pittsburgh,  Feb.,   1851. 

The  greater  the  number  of  organs  is 
which  manifest  functional  disturbances 
in  a  general  disease,  the  worse  is  the 
case,  particularly  if  this  occur  immedi- 
ately at  the  commencement.  The  few- 
er the  organs  are  which  participate,  the 
more  obstinate  will  the  disease  be,  and 
the  earlier  v\ill  it  occasion  structural 
changes. ---Schill,  page  25. 
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W.  Palmer  YvrooDCOCK,  M.   D. 

January  27th,   1851. 
Case  I.     G  Giiorrlaceal  QpHialmia. 

W.  Jacobs,  aged  3  years  was  attack- 
ed with  inflammation  of  the  right  eye 
five  days  since.  The  Professor,  after  a 
minute  examination;,  pronounced  it  to 
be  a  case  of  Gonorrhceal  Opthalmia. — 
In  this  form  of  Opthalmia,  one  eye  is 
usually  affected,  whilst  in  Egyptian  Op- 
thalmia both  eyes  become  the  seat  of 
disease.  The  discharge  in  both  of  these 
forms  of  Opthalmia  is  indentical,  con~ 
sisting  of  a  muco-purulent  secretion.-— 
Various  opinions  have  been  entertained 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  Gonohrrceal 
Opthalmia  is  propagated.  Some  Authors 
contend  that  it  is  by  innocuiation  with 
the  virus  from  the  urethra  ;  others  that 
it  is  the  result  of  metastasis ;  whilst 
some  again  assert  that  it  is  the  result  of 
simple  irritation.  Without  entering 
into  any  discussion  in  relation  to  these 
different  opinions  it  is  abundantly  evi- 
dent that  the  disease  may  be,  and  un- 
doubtedly is  generally  produced  by  in- 
nocuiation. In  Gonorrhceal  Opthal- 
mia there  is  usually  much  tumefaction 
a  livid  color  of  the  eye-lid  accompanied 
by  profuse  muco-purulent  discharge  as 
is  observed  in  the  case  before  us.  This 
disease   if  not    promptly   arrested    will 
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lead  to  the  destruction  of  the  eye.  It  ing  distended  with  milk,  and  there  be- 
is  one  of  the  most  serious  forms  of  Op-  ing  no  outlet,  inflammation  ensued  and 
lhalmia,  which  can  present  itself  to  the  ended  in  abscess.  We  may  very  pro- 
attention  of  the  Physician.  The  iden-  perly  enquire  whether  the  abscess  in  the 
tity  in  the  discharge  of  Egyptian  and  present  case  was  unavoidable,  or  wheth- 
Gonorrhoeal  Oplhalmia  has  given  rise  er  by  judicious  treatment  it  could  not 
to  the  supposition  that  Gonorrhoea  owes  have  been  prevented.  The  true  cause  of 
its  origin  to  the  innoculation  of  the  the  abscess  was  tMifficulty  experienced 
urethra  by  the  matter  secreted  in  Egyp-,by  the  child  in  grasping  the  nipple.  By 
tian  Opthalmia.  a  very  simple  process  the    nipple  might 

Treatment. — Although  this  disease, have  been  elongated  and  the  difficulty 
may  be  considered  specific  resulting  as  obviated.  A  pint  bottle  should  be 
it  does  from  a  specific  virus,  yet  it  is  to  filled  with  hot  water,  then  emptied,  and 
be  treated  upon  general  principles. —  applied  immediately  over  the  inverted 
Two  leeches  to  be  applied  to  the  tem-  nipple  ;  as  the  bottle  cools,  a  vacuum 
pies  ;  a  cathartic  consisting  of  gr.  ij  of  is  produced,  and  the  nipple  drawn  out. 
Calomel,  gr.  iv  of  Jalap,  to  be  followed, The  child  should  then  be  put  to  the 
in  4  hours  by  a  teaspoon  of  Epsom  breast.  The  Professor  spoke  of  other 
salts  in  %  ij  of  water.  The  Diet  to  be  causes  of  mammary  abscess,  such  as 
limited  to  toast  water,  barley  or  rice  wa-  cold,  blows,  sore  nipples  etc. 


ter.     The   eye   to   be    washed  several 
times  a  day  with  the  following  Colly r- 

ium : — 

R.  Osy.  Muriat.  Hydrarg.  gr.  ss, 
Sal  Ammoniac,  gr.  iv, 
Aquae  DiBtillaice  §  viij.  M. 

The  eyelids  to  be  anointed  at  night 
with  the  red  precipitate  ;  as  soon  as  the 
lids  can  be  opened  the  conjunctiva  to 
be  freely  touched  with  a  solution  of  Ar- 
gent Nitrat.gr.  v,  to  §  i  of  water,  a  blis- 
ter to  be  applied  behind  the  ear.  The 
child  to  be  returned  at  the  next  Clinque. 
Case  II.     Mammary  Afeseess. 

Bridget  Quinn  aged  84  years  married 
7  years,  has  had  two  children,  the 
youngest  of  which  is  8  months  of  age. 
The  patient  is  affected  with  abscess  of 
the  left  Breast,  which  observed  the  Pro- 
fessor,is  often  the  result  of  carelessness. 
In  the  present  case  the  child  when  put 
to  the  breast  was  unable  to  seize  the 
nipple  in  consequence  of  the  manner  in 
which  it  receded.     The  breast  becom- 


Treatment. — In  the  case  before  us 
there  is  a  sluggish  condition  of  the  ab- 
scess resulting  from  the  debility  of  the 
patient.  Local  treatment  will  be  un- 
availing ;  the  abscess  has  broken  and  is 
discharging  the  unhealthy  matter  of 
scrofula.  The  indication  is  to  fortify 
the  general  system.  One  of  the  follow- 
ing powders  should  be  taken  twice  a 
day: — 

R.  Sulph.  Quince  B  i  , 


Pulv.  Rhai  B  ii., 
M.     Div-  in  chart. 


:x. 


The  Diet  to  consist  of  meat,  animal 
broth,  etc.,  with  half  a  pint  of  Porter 
daily. 

Case  III.     Neuralgia, 

Mrs.  Jones,  aged  28  years,  com- 
plained of  severe  pains  in  the  head,  her 
courses  and  bowels  are  regular.  The 
pain  is  intermittent,  coming  on  about 
10  o'clock  in  the  morning,  continuing 
for  3  or  4  hours,  and  then  subsiding.-— 
Pain,  observed    the  Prof.,  often   exists 
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unconnected  with  inflammatory  action, 
such  is  the  case  in  the  patient  before  us. 
She  labors  under  Neuralgia,  a  disease 
characterized  by  intermitting  pains.  It 
will  probably  yield  to  the  following  rem- 
edy : — 

R.  Sulphatls  Qu'.Ese.  5  i  1 

Acidi  Sulphurici  dilut.    5  i-i 

Aquae  puia3  §  -viij. 

M.  A  tea  spoonful  three  times  a  day. 

Case  IV.    Ulcerative  Stage  of 
Carcinoma. 

Mrs.  Reed,  aged  39  years  has  ex- 
perienced for  the  last  9  months  uneasi- 
ness about  the  womb.  She  was  sup- 
posed to  be  laboring  under  prolapsus 
of  this  organ,  and  was  treated  accord- 
ingly. A  pessary  had  been  introduced 
and  suffered  to  remain  for  the  period  ol 
two  months.  The  pain  of  the  womb 
was  very  much  increased  by  the  use  of 
this  instrument ;  and  the  patient  finding 
no  relief  seeks  advice  at  the  Clinique. 
The  Professor  having  examined  this 
woman  before  introducing  her  to  the 
class  discovered  that  she  was  affected 
with  Ulcerative  Carcinoma.  This 
case  he  observed  is  an  example  of  the 
cruelty  often    inflicted    on   patients   by 


The  very  elements  of  the    malady    in- 
deed have  been  discovered  in  the  blood. 
As  to  the    pathology    of  this    affection 
numerous    opinions    have   prevailed. — 
Broussais  for  example, refers  it  to  chron- 
ic  inflammation,    whilst   Carmichaeal 
attributes  it  to  Hydatid  growths.   There 
are  three  stages  of  Cancer,  viz.:  the  in- 
cipient or    forming   stage,  the  stage  of 
Schirrus  ,and  the  Ulcerative  stage.  The 
latter  is  the  one  with  which  the  patient 
before  us  is   affected.     It   is  character- 
ized by    discharges  of  pus   and  blood, 
accompanied  by  agonizing  pain.     The 
discharges  in  this  stage   of    Carcinoma 
are  usually,  though  not  universally,   pe- 
culiar in  their  odor,  rendering   the   pa- 
tient an  object  loathesome  to  herself,and 
testing  the  affection  of  friends.       It    is 
the   incurable  form    of  carcinoma,  and 
holds  in  check  every   effort  of  science. 
The    hemorrhage,   which    accompanies 
Ulcerative  Carcinoma  is    but   an    index 
of  the  fearful    progress  of  the   disease. 
It   involves  structure    after    structure, 
aying   open    blood   vessel   after  blood 
vessel,    and    thus    giving    rise   to  most 


carlessness  in  diagnosis.     Thepresump-   profuse  discharges  of  blood.     The   pa- 


tion  is  that  the  pessary  hastened  this 
stage  of  Carcinoma,  whilst  it  could  not 
fail  to  enhance  the  sufferings  of  this 
unhappy  woman.  Cancer  of  the  womb 
is  by  no  means  of  rare  occurrence,  and 
stands  in  relation  to  other  organic  dis- 
eases of  this  organ  as  1  to  7.  The 
various  Heterologous  growths  included 
under  the  term  Carcinoma  have  been 
differently  divided  ;  such  for  example, 
as  the  Encephaloid,  Schirroid  and  Col- 
loid. Carcinoma,  it  is  contended  by 
some,  is  a  local  disease,    such    however 


tient  before  us  exhibi's  in  her  general 
apperance  an  Anaemic  or  bloodless  con- 
dition ;  she  is  pale  with  cold  extremities 
and  feeble  pulse. 

Treatment. — The  indication  in  this 
stage  of  Cancer  of  the  womb  is  to  sus- 
tain the  strength,  and  palliate  the  suf- 
fering. With  the  former  view,a  light  and 
nutritive  diet  should  be  used.  With 
the  latter,  Arsenic,  under  the  form  of 
Fowler's  solution  often  proves  highly 
serviceable,  gtt  .v,  in  a  teaspoonful  of 
water  twice  or  thrice  a  day.   An  Opium 


is  not  the  fact,  and  it  is  now    generally   suppository      occasionally      introduced 
admitted  to  be  o  constitutional  disorder,  into  the  rectum  will  also  be  useful.  The 
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bowels  should  not  be  allowed  to  become 
constipated,  and  with  this  view  occa- 
sional Enemata  should  be  employed. — 
For  the  purpose  of  cleansing  the  parts 
and  as  an  antiseptic  a  decoction  of  Car- 
rots thrown  into  the  vagina  will  be  ser- 
viceable. When  the  hemorrhage  is  pro- 
fuse it  will  become  necessary  to  make 
an  effort  to  arrest  itj  in  order  to  save  the 
patient  from  sinking.  For  this  purpose 
an  injection  of  Sulph.  Zinci  and  Rose 
Water  may  be  thrown  into  the  vagina, 
or  a  soft  sponge  introduced  and  pressed 
against  the  bleeding  vessels. 

Case.  V.  Vermes. 
Mary  Wilson  aged  4  yeais,  has  suf- 
fered for  the  last  two  months  from  dis- 
tressing pains  about  the  Rectum.  She 
has  a  foetid  breath,  coated  tongue,  and 
capricious  appetite.  Her  sleep  is  much 
disturbed,  and  she  has  occasionally  had 
slight  convulsive  movements.  This  case 
observed  the  Professor,  is  one  of  inter- 
est in  several  particulars.  In  the  first 
place  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  child 
may  be  affected  with  worms,  and  if  so 
the  intestinal  irritation  affecting  the  ner- 
vous system  through  the  spinal  mar- 
row is  possibly  the  cause  of  the  convul- 
sive movement.  On  asking  the  mother 
whether  she  had  observed  worms  pass 
from  the  child,  she  replied  that  on  sev- 
eral occasions  she  had  observed  very 
small  white  worms  in  its  faeces.  Theie 
are,  remarked  the  Prof,  several  varieties 
of  worms  found  in  the  human  intestines 
viz.  The  Ascaris  Vermicularis,  or  small 
white  worm,  the  Tricocephalus  Dispar, 
or  the  long  white  worm,  the  Ascaris 
Lumbricoides  or  long  worm,  the  Taenia 
Solium  and  Taenia  Lata.  From  the 
description  of  the  mother  it  is  evident 
that  this  child  has    passed    the    Ascaris 


Vermicularis,  or  small  white  worm. — 
This  worm  is  usually  found  in  the  rec- 
tum, and  is  a  source  of  great  irritation 
to  the  child.  In  the  female  it  will  oc- 
casionally give  rise  to  a  mucous  dis- 
charge from  the  vagina.  The  Prof,  re- 
marked that  if  the  cause  of  this  dis- 
charge should  escape  the  attention  of 
the  physician,  all  hk  treatment  for  its 
removal  would  be  unavaling. 

Treatment. — To  remove  the  Ascari- 
des,  the  treatment  should  be  first  local 
and  then  general.  With  a  view  of  de- 
stroying the  worms,  one  half  of  the 
following  mixture  should  be  thrown  up 
the  rectum  on  successive  nights. 

R    Aquas  Cilcis  §  ij., 

Tiact.  Ferri  Mur.    3  i.     M. 

To  be  followed   in   the    morning   by 

one  grain  of  Calomel  and  three  of  Jal- 
ao. 

a 

Case.  VI.    Atrophia. 

Maria  Brennen,  aged  3  years  whose 
case  was  reported  at  the  Clinique  of  Dec. 
7th,  returned  to  day  with  evident  a- 
mendment  in  all  her  symptoms.  The 
Diarrhoea  had  ceased,  the  appetite  much 
improved,  and  the  child's  strength  such 
that  she  was  enabled  to  walk.  The 
mother  expressed  great  gratitude  for 
i he  service  rendered  her  child.  The 
class  appeared  much  interested  in  the 
convalescence  of  this  child,  for  when 
introduced  for  the  first  time  at  the  Clin- 
ique the  general  conviction  seemed  to 
be,  that  it  would  scarcely  survive. 
Case.  VII.  Follicular  Stomatitis. 
James  Brady,  aged  one  year  has  been 
affected  for  the  last  month  with  sore 
mouth.  Here  observed  the  Professor, 
is  a  case  of  Stomatitis.  This  disease 
presents  3  varieties  viz  :  The  Follicular, 
Ulcerative,  and  Gangrenous.  The 
ease  befoie   us  is   an   example   of  the* 
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first  variety.  It  is  sometimes  the  seque-  of  the  stages  of  Hydrocephalus.  This 
la  of  Measles,  occasionally  it  is  pro-  malady  is  divided  into  three  distinct 
duced  by  the  irritation  of  teething,  and '  stages,  viz:  Turgesence,  Inflammation 
often  it  is  traceable  to  disordered  di^es-!ai^  Effusion.     It  is  a  disease   almost 


tion.  This  disease  rarely  shows  itself 
after  the  fifth  year.  The  mother  says 
that  the  child  has  been  deranged  in  its 
Bowels  for  the  last  few  weeks,  passing 
lumps  of  Fcecal  matter,  and  occasionally 
vomiting  acid  fluid.  The  Professor 
spoke  at  length  of  the  different  forms 
of  this  disease,  their  causes,  and  treat- 
ment. In  this  present  instance  he  re- 
marked, it  is  evident  that  the  disease 
is  due  to  gastric  derangement. 

Treatment. — Half  a  teaspoon ful 
of  Magnesia  to  be  put  into  a  wine  glass 
of  milk  and  sweetened  with  white  sug- 
ar ;  this  is  to  be  strained,  and  the  child 
to  take  a  spoonful  twice  a  day.  A 
small  quantity  of  equal  parts  of  Borax 
and  white  sugar  to  be  put  upon  the 
tongue.  This  simple  treatment  will 
usually  suffice  to  remove  Follicular 
Stomatitis. 

Case  VIII.  Hydrocephalus. 
Wm.  Brown  aged  2  years  has  suf- 
fered for  the  last  month  from  Constipa- 
tion of  the  bowels.  About  a  week 
since,  it  was  attacked  with  a  Convulsion. 
The  child  to  day  appears  to  be  labor- 
ing under  Stupor,  its  head  is  unnaturally 
large,  and  its  stomach  irritable.  This 
case  remarked  the  Professor,  is  one  not 
without  interest.  If  we  look  at  the 
simple  history  of  it  as  detailed  by  the 
mother,  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  recog- 


always  connected  with  Scrofulous  Dia- 
thesis, and  the  French  have  abandoned 
the  term  Hydrocephalus,  and  substituted 
for  it,  that  of  Tubercular  Meningitis. 
The  present  stage  is  the  one  most  likely 
to  yield  to  treatment. 

Treatment. — One  leech  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  temple,  and  a  powder  con- 
sisting of  gr.  ij.  Hydrarg.  c.  Creta  with 
gr.  iv.  Pulvi  Rhei.,  to  be  given  at  night 
and  followed  in  the  morning  by  Oil. — 
This  to  be  repeated  as  circumstances! 
may  require.  When  the  bowels  have 
been  freely  opened,  if  the  child  should 
not  exhibit  amendment  in  its  symptoms, 
another  leech  should  be  applied  togeth- 
er with  a  blister  behind  the  ear. 

Case  IX.    P©Sypias  Uteri. 

Mrs.  Falanagan  aged  26  years,  the 
mother  of  three  children,  the  youngest 
of  whom  is  two  years  of  age,  has  been 
excessively  debilitated  by  profuse  dis" 
charges  of  blood  per  vaginam,  which 
have  continued  for  the  last  10  months. 
This  patient  having  been  examined  by 
the  Professor,  he  remarked  that  he  had 
detected  within  the  os  tincae  a  Polypoid 
tumor.  Polypus  of  the  womb  is  char- 
acterized by  discharges  of  blood  and 
mucus,  accompanied  by  bearing  down 
pains,  which  often  simulate  the  throes 
of  labor. 

The  tumour  is  pediculated,  the  stalk* 


nize  the  exciting  cause  of  the  Cerebral  I  or  pedicle  being  attached  to  some  por- 
troubie  under  which  the  child  labors. —  'tion  of  the  internal  surface  of  the  womb. 
It  is  unquestionably  due  to  the  consti-  I  The  profuse  discharges  of  blood  proceed 
pation.  The  attention  of  the  class  was  from  the  investing  mucous  covering  of 
especially  directed  to  the  serious  conse-jthe  Polypus,  and  these  dischaiges  are 
queuces,  which  often  result  from  consti-  usually  more  profuse  at  the  menstrual 
pation  in  young  children.  In  litis  child  ■  period.  This  patient,  remarked  the 
continued  the  Professor,  is  observed  one  Professor,  is   extremely    prostrated  by 
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the  repeated  hemorrhages  ;  she  has  al! 
the  appearances  of  Ansemia.  The  causes 
of  loss  of  blood  per  vagi  nam  are  var- 
ious :  and  it  is  a  matter  of  no  little  mo- 
ment to  ascertain  in  all  such  cases  the 
true  cause  of  the  discharge.  The  ulcer- 
ative stage  of  Carcinoma,  Cawliflower 
Excrescence,  the  three  forms  of  Men- 
orrhagia, threatened  Miscarriage,  and 
Polypus,  are  so  many  causes  capable  of 
producing  this  form  of  discharge.  The 
Professor  spoke  at  length  on  the  impor- 
tance of  a  correct  diagnosis,  and  estab- 
lished the  fact,  that  Life  itself  would 
frequently  be  destroyed  by  error  of 
judgment  on  this  point.  The  causes 
and  pathology  of  Polypus  were  also  al- 
luded to. 

Treatment. — The  only  radical  treat-r 
ment  for  Polypus,  is  its  removal  by  the 
knife  or  the  ligature.  In  the  present 
case,  however,  as  the  tumour  is  within 
the  cavity  of  the  womb,  we  must  limit 
ourselves  to  palliatives,  such  as  rest  in 
the  recumbent  posture,  with  the  hips 
elevated,  the  application  of  cold,  as- 
tringent injections  ;  and  with  the  hope 
of  inducing  its  expulsion  into  the  vagina 
by  uterine  contractions,  give  occasional 
doses  of  Secale  Cornutum. 
Case  X-  Suppresion   ©f  tlie   Menses. 

Ann  Iiiggins,  aged  24  years,  unmar- 
ried, menstruated  for  the  first  time  in 
her  14th  year.  This  function  has  been 
natural  until  within  the  last  six  months, 
when  it  became  suppressed  from  expos- 
ure to  cold.  The  patient  since  that  pe- 
riod has  suffered  with  severe  headache, 
and  palpitation  of  the  heart.  She  pre- 
sents herself  today  with  a  flushed  coun- 
tenance, bounding  pulse,  and  all  the 
evidences  of  excessive  vascular  fullness, 
Among  the  causes  of  suppressed  .mens- 
truation, are  cold,  mental  emotion,  etc. 
Of  all  the  causes,  however,  there  is  per- 


cold.  The  Professor  spoke  of  the  dis- 
astrous effects  upon  the  general  health, 
which  frequently  followed  suppression 
of  the  menstrual  discharge,  and  observe 
ed  that  many  an  interesting  creature 
had  found  an  early  grave  from  Phthisis 
induced  by  this  suppression.  He  com- 
mented at  great  length  upon  the  rela- 
tions existing  between  functional  de- 
rangements of  the  Uterus  and  Pulmon- 
ary disease.  In  the  present  case  the  in- 
dication is  obviously  to  diminish  the 
vascular  fullness,  and  thus    by  equaliz- 


ng  the  circulation  restore  the  menstrual 


function. 

Treatment.' — 10  ounces  of  blood  to 

be  abstracted  from  the  arm  :  a  cathartic 

composed  of 

R.  Gtilorael  gra.  x  , 

Pulv.   Jalapce  gra.  xv.,' 
Pulv  Aatimonalis  gra.  ij. 

To  be  followed  in  the  morning  by  an 
ounce  of  Epsom  salts.  The  patient  to 
live  upon  vegetable  diet ;  and  with  the 
intention  of  keeping  the  bowels  in  a  re- 
gular state,  a  wine  glassful  of  the  fol- 
lowing solution  to  be  taken  pro  re  nata. 

R.  Sulphas  magF-e^iae;      )       T. 
Sup.  Tart    Pota^se      j  aa^'' 
Aquae  puree,  O  j. 


Congestive  redness  appears  first,  and 
in  the  most  striking  form,  on  the  cheeks 
and  on  the  ears.  The  violet  color  of 
the  skin,  as  well  as  the  pale  color,  are 
seen  first  and  chiefly  on  the  lips  in 
bronchitis. 

The  clear  circumscribed  redness  of 
the  cheeks  is  a  sign  of  a  disposition  to 
phthisis,  or  of  its  actual  existence  ;  in 
inflammation  of  the  lungs  it  is  darker 
and  spotted  ;  in  scurvy  it  is  formed  by 
a  line  venous  network.  The  violet,  dirty 
pale,  lead-colored  rings  around  the  eye 
precede  the  extension  of  these  colors 
over  the  entire  face,  and  denote  the 
lower  grade  of  those  morbid  states  in- 
dicated by  the    dirty    pale   and    earthy 


haps  none  more  common    than  that    of;  face.-—  Schill,  page  152. 


142 


NORTHERN  LANCET. 


March 


NOTE 


311 


disappeared  under  the  use  of  the  chlo- 
roform frictions.  A  relapse  taking  place 
it  was  removed  by  the  same  treatment. 
Another  case  of  five  months  duration 
was  cured  in  seven  days. — M.  Gassier 
in  L'Union  Medicale. 


I.  Tincture  of  Iodine  in  Influenza. 


4.  Diseases  of  the  Breast.  Excision. 

1.   When  the  disease  is    inlra-gland- 


This  remedy  should  be  applied  at  n]ar  and  in  the  first  stage,  the  entire  or- 
the  very  onset  of  the  disease.  Take  one  gan  jmd  better  be  removed.  It  is  the 
ounce  of  Tinct.  of  Iodine  and  one  pint 'more  safe  proceeding.— 2.  When  in  the 
of  warm  water,  dip  a  large  sponge  in  same  situation,  and  in  the  second  or 
the  solution  as  hot  as  the  hand  can  en-  third  stage,  the  removal  of  the  entire 
dure,  squeeze  the  sponge  nearly  dry,jgland  is  indispensable.  In  both  cases,  a 
and  apply  it  immediately  under  the |  portion  of  the  skin  over  the  tumour  is 
chin,  over  the  larynx  and  trachea  :  thejto  be  excised,  leaving  sufficient  to  pre- 
moment  the  sponge  cools,  dip  it  again  |vent  tension  upon  the  newly  cicatrized 
in  the  warm  solution.  Persevere  for  JO|Parts.— 3.  When  extra-glandular,  and, 
or  20  minutes,  till  the  skin  of  the  throat  i„  the  first  stage,  the  tumour  as  well  as 
is  reddened.  Vesication  is  to  be  the  lobe  of  the  gland  to  which  it  is  affix- 
avoided.  A  warm  perspiration  breaks  ed  should  be  removed.— 4.  When  in 
out,  which  must  be  encouraged  by  hot  |  the  same  situation,  but  in  the  second  or 
drinks.  The  frequency  and  tone  of  the^j^d  stage,  the  same  parts  with  plenty 
cough  diminishes,  and  the  hoarser.ess|0f  skin  must  be  taken  away.  I  believe, 
almost  entirely  disappears.  The  patient  however,  it  is  more  safe  to  remove  the 
is  now  out  of  danger  ;  should  there  be | entire  gland.  When  the  disease  begins 
cough  the  next  day  it  must  be  attended  '„,,  or  immediately  beneath,  the  skin,  ex- 
to  by  appropriate  remedies.  If  well-  j  tisjon  0f  the  new  growth  must  be  speed- 
marked  and  evident  relief  is  not  obiain-jjy  performed,  and  a  considerable  por- 
ed within  twenty-five  minutes  by  the  linn  0f  the  surrounding  cutis  be  remov- 
above  application,  nothing  more  needed  with  it.— 6.  If  the  disease  begins  in 
be  expected  from  persisting    in    its   use  the  nipple,  and  this  organ  is   destroyed, 


any  longer. — Dr.  J.  B.  C.  Gazzo. 


and  there  are  no  indications  against  an 
operation,  I  believe  the  only  safe  plan 
is  the  removal  of   the    whole    breast. — 


%,  Chloride   of   Sodium  in  Ague. 

The  best  substitute  for    cinchona   in  j   ]  IIlKETT  on  Diseascs  of  ,he    3rea 

•  cl,lol,doipp.  238-9.  (London,  1850.) 

5.  Puncture  of  the  Head  in. 
Hydrocephalus. 

I  think  it  of  very  little  value.  I  there- 
fore do  not  reccommend  it.  In  the  san- 
guine days  of  my  }outh  I  performed  it 
three  times  upon  young  children  afTect- 


of  Sodium.  In  several  instances,  two 
doses  have  sufficed  to  reduce  the  spleen 
to  its  natural  dimensions.  Eight  cases 
were  treated  on  this  plan  with  the  same 
success. — M.  Piorry. 

3.  Chloroform  in  Chorea. 


Child  seven  ycafs  of  age  ;  chorea  pro-  ed  with  chronic  hydrocephalus — care- 
duced  by  fright.  Rub  equal  parts  of  fully  punctured  the  head  with  a  catar- 
Chloroform  and  oil  of  Sweet  Almonds  act  needle,  then  applied  bandages,  but 
night  and  morning  along  the  spine.  It  in  all  three  death  followed  within  eight 
moderated  the  violence  of  the  musenl-  days.  Others,  in  whom  escape  of  the 
ar  movements,  and  the  child  was  cured  fluid  followed  a  smnll  natural  opening 
on  the  sixth  day.  Boy  YZ  years  of  age,  in  the  integuments  which  had  been 
disease  of  two  months  standing,  also  thinned  by  the  inflammatory  process 
caused  by  fright.  In  a  fortnight,  it    had  also  died  after  a  longer  or  shorter  lime. 
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An  operation  should  cure,  not  kill,  ami 
we  should  not,  for  the  sake  of  experi- 
ment, scientifically  destroy  children, 
who  might  often  enjoy  their  existence 
several  years  longer.  I  w  il!  gladly  bear 
the  anger  of  physicians  who  support 
tliis  operation,  if  I  am  only  able,  in 
any  single  case,  to  wrest  the  trocar  from 
the  hand  of  a  young  surgeon,  just  as  it 
is  hovering  over  a  hydrocephalic  head. 
Facts  may  be  brought  against  me.  It 
may  be  said,  that  one,  two,  three,  four 
or  more  surgeons  have  performed  this 
operation  successfully.  In  my  youth,  1 
read  in  'Froriep's  Moiizen,'  that  a  man 
who  fell  from  a  height  and  was  pierced 
through  by  a  railing  recovered  ;  a  hor.se 
ran  the  shaft  of  a  cabriolet  completely 
through  the*  thorax  of  a  coachman,  and 
the  man  survived  ;  lastly,  a  sailor  was 
cured  after  the  anchor  of  a  ship  had 
passed  through  his  abdomen.  These 
are  healing  sports  of  nature,  upon  whicn 
man  ought  not  to  calculate.  Il  is  exact- 
\y  the  same,  in  my  opinion,  with  the 
operation  for  hydrocephalus. — J.  F. 
Dieffenbach,  Operative  Surgery,  vol. 
ii.  p.  9. 


€L  Treatment  *s£  ScaMes. 
The  question  of  the  best  mode  of 
treating  scabies  may  be  answered  in  a 
few  words.  No  remedy  but  sulphur  can 
be  depended  upon  ;  and,  whon  it  is  pro- 
perly employed,  every  day's  experience 
proves  that  no  rase  can  long  withstand 
its  curative  influence.  When  the  cure 
is  trusted  to  either  its  external  applica- 
tion, or  its  internal  administration,  or 
both  combined,  a  warm  bath  should  be 
taken  every  second  day  ;  and  during  iis 
use,  the  skin  thoroughly  cleansed  with 
soap.  In  the  treatment  of  scabies,  no 
attention  is  generally  paid  to  diet  ;  but 
my  experience  warrants  me  in  saying, 
that  the  use  of  stimulant  fool  protracts 
the  cure,  and  that  the  patient  should 
be  strictly  kept  upon  a  milk  and  farin- 
aceous diet.— —A  Practical  Treatise  on 
Diseases  affecting  the  Skin.  By  A.  T. 
Thomson,  M.  D.;  &e.  London.  18"0. 
page  110. 


T.  Aeais  Ho.:*acca. 
When  acne  rosacea  has  attained  its 
utmost  height,  it  may  be  regarded  as 
incurable  both  on  account  of  the  change 
of  structure  of  the  parts  affected,  and 
the  almost  impossibility  of  restraining 
the  habitual  intemperance  which  is  its 
chief  exciting  cause.  When  in  an  ear 
lier  stage,  the  object  is  to  allay  the  ir- 
ritability of  the  stomach,  and  improve 
the  hepatic  secretion.  For  this  purpose 
the  bydrargyri  iodidum  in  doses  of  one 
grain,  in  combination  with  half  a  grain 
of  ipecacuanha,  and  three  grains  of  ex- 
tract of  conium,  administered  every 
night  at  bed  time,  and  a  draught  con- 
sisting of  thirty  mini -ns  of  liquor  poias- 
sjb.j  four  minims  of  hydrocyanic  acid, 
and  two  ounces  of  decoction  of  taraxa- 
cum, are  admirably  adapted.  As  I  have 
eJsew  here  stated,  S  am  of  opinion,  that 
in  acute  rosacea  the  liquor  potassae  has 
never  been  carried  to  the  extent  of  the 
dose  fitted  to  ally  permanently  the  ir- 
ritability of  the  stomach.  I  have  fre- 
quently radually  carried  it  to  sixty  or 
eighty  minims,  in  the  bitter  almond 
emulsion  ;  or,  in  conjunction  with  the 
diluted  hydrocyanic  acid,  in  the  decoc- 
tion of  elm  bask,  or  taraxacum. — Id. 
page  110. 


C)c 


^5S.£rsiii©ja    ©J 


►ypstilis. 


A  lady  who  had  never  had  any  syphil- 
itic complaint  gave  birth  to  a  healthy 
child,  Her  husband  then  contracted 
syphilis,  and  was  cured.  His  wife  did 
not  suffer,  but  four  successive  children 
all  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  months. 
The  two  last  had  syphilitic  roseola,  and 
subsequently  ulcerations  at  the  nails, 
and  caries  o-i  the  nasal  bones. 

A  young  man  contracted  a  gonor- 
rhoea, which  he  did  not  treat,  and 
which  disapp?  ared  without  leaving  ap- 
parent traces,  He  then  married.  [lis 
first  born  was  dead  ;  the  second,  at 
the  age  of  two  months,  presented 
oi'Ulhe  symptoms  of  syphilis.  Put  out 
io  nurse,  the  child  infected  the  nurse, 
who  infected  ht.r  own  child  which 
died.  The  mother  remained  perfectly 
wo.!!, — : Cazenave,  p.   135,  3/0. 
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0.   Diagnosis  Gf  Gastric  Paisis, 

Gastric  pains   in    persons   whose 
gestion  and  appetite  are  unaffected,  and  ;  and 

which  arc  not  exacerbated  by  hunger IgAElffl  Bi  IMMX  IRfiftHKB 
or  by  food  of  any  kind,  most  proba- 
bly depend  on  the  spina!  cord,  or  on 
some  organ  adjacent  to  the  stomach. 
Pains  which  are  diminished  by  strong 
pressure,  may  be  put  down  as  neur- 
algic. Pains  which  are  distinctly  in- 
creased when  the  hand  is  gently  plac- 
ed on  the  epigastric  region,  but  which 
on  considerable,  but  unexpected  pres- 
sure, are  not  at  ail,  or  at  all  events, 
not  proportionally  increased,  are  ehher 
imaginary  or  sympathetic.  Pains  con- 
tinuing for  days  or  weeks,  or  recur- 
ring at  definite  intervals  without     any 


PLA.TTSBURGH,  MARCH    1851. 
"• Truth  without  Fear." 

With  the  present  Number,  we  close 
the  Second  Volume  of  the  Northern 
Lancet,  and  as  we  have  in  our  issue 
for  February  slated  our  intentions  in 
relation  to  the  Third  Volume  commenc- 
ing next  month,  acid  our  columns  being 
already  ^o  crowded,  we  will  confine 
ourself  to  one  or  two  remarks. 

We  ventured  upon  the  publication  of 


the  Lancet  with  some  misgivings  as  to 
apparent  cause ;  also  pains  which  come  the  success  of  our  enterprise,  as  aLo 
on  suddenly  with  -rent  severity,  and  1 ,0  the  favor  it  would  receive  from 
disappear  in  the  same  rapid  and  com- 1™  Medical  Press.  In  both  respects  our 
plete  manner,  may  with  probability  *be  ! fears  IlQV0  ^^g  since  vanished,  and  iho 
regarded  as    gastric     neuralgia;    ihev  j  Lanc!t  is  now  a  firinl*  established  Jour 


,  ,  ,  4\ '.'  !  nal.  To  the  Profession    throughout   the 

may,  however,  depend   on  the  tempo-  ;  »       ,    .        , 

-     '  r  „.  country  we  are  deeplv  indebted  for  their 

rary  accumulation   of  gas.   1  'au;s    ema-j  J  .  ,  ,    ,, 

.  •  ,.     i  ,-  i    patronage,  and  trust,  that  we  shall  con- 

nating  from  the  scorbicutus  cordis,  and ,  .  .       .    .  • 

°  .  .  i  trnue    to    merit    their    layers; — to  our 

spreading  in    vauous    directions,    mav  '  r      ■  •  .,  , • ,. 

ip  *  Contemporaries  we  are  the    more    cbli- 

arise  from  cardial^,  rheumatism  <  gntt(j)  lbat  lhe  kind  and  friendly  spirit 
the  abdominal  walls,  or  peritonitis,  j -^  wb]cfi  ^  weIcomed  us  to  the 
Gastric  pains  uhich  ate  suspendej  on:^^,  ^^  j^  ^  m||c||  (Q  fur_ 
the  introduction  of  food  in  the  stomach  ,  (her  ,.,„  slICt2ess  of  our  journai. 
depend  on  some  neuralgic  affection,  I  This  Number  is  issued  in  advance  of 
or  on  the  prefeence  of  parasites.  Pains  |tj)e  public  ition  day,  in  order  that  our 
which  exist  both  while  ordinary  fond  Patrons  may  renew  their  subscriptions 
is  taken  and  while  fisting,  but  which  on  its  receipt,  as  we  shall  after  this 
disappear  on  the  patient's  partaking1  date,  keep  no  Numbers  on  hand.  This 
of  stimulating  food  or  drink,  depend  we  have  adopted,  to  obviate  the  loss, 
on  ansemia  of  the  stomach.  Pains  vx-  we  have  sustained  during  the  last  year 
acerbated  on  (lie  introduction  of  the  >  subscriptions  commencing  at  differ- 
rr      ..  .  cut  periods,   thereby    breaking    up    the 

smallest  quantity  of  hood  into  the    stom-  |ar  p..|(  g>  jsj _ 

acli,  indicate  the  probable  existence    of:  

gastritis  or  degeneration.—  VVundkr-,4®* Communications  have  been  received 
i.ich,  Ilandbueii  dcr  Patlwilo-ie  und  !  from  LVs.  Wonrnsn  Nklson,  Cns.  U. 
Thewpie,  Driller  Baml,  h.  733.  j  Cleveland,  und  "Lamoille/' 


w 


w.) 


lie'    re        >r      ¥-' 


B»-i[      /     P  #i     ''v't     /     H»'  V        -'' 


•'5: 


AND 


&: 


ry 


sJ  jlX&JJ-J 


H-   I'M    If 


i-i  ^  11. U     J.lx  JlJJL/ X  w  JL j.  1  XJ  ■. 


EDITED    BY 


Feaiacis  J.  ".I>5AvigHois9  M.  I>. 
Horace   Nelson,  M.  1>.5 

X^ie  Lieci'saree  on  Anatomy  asid  Playsl&Iog^,  in  tlx* 
Sclaool  «£"  Medicine  cf 


oi,  2. 


fe  timber, 


I,  LEGLYL.DEPATt'niENr. 
Lecture  VI. 
Age;  Divisions  of  Life. — innuence  of  Time 
on  the  Development  of  Intellect  and  en- 
tailing Criminal  Responsibility. — 10$  the 
Criminal  Responsibility  of  Infanta:  theit* 
Competency  as  Witnessep.j— Exceptions 
to  the  general  Rules  of  Growth;  [Feet a 
and  other  tests  of  Age :] --Development 
at  particular  Ages — [Longevity  ] — The 
term  ot  Puberty. — Influence  of"  Climate 
and  Local  Causes  in  changing  she  Timer 
of  Puberty. — [Note.] 

II    ECLECTIC    DEPARTMENT. 

I  Report  of.  the  Trial  of  the  People  vs 
Dr.  J-I.  N.  Lo'LM'.s,  for  Libel. 

II.  Inflammation  :  its  Sjmptoms,  Causes, 
and  Treatment.  philosophical;  v  consider- 
ed. By  J.  P.  Batcheldek,  M.  D.  1848. 
8vo.  pp.  66.  From  the  Author. 

ill.  Minutes  of  the  Annual  Meeting  of 
;he  Medical  Mif«,'onary  Society  in  China, 
and  Fifteenth  r<  port  of  Ls  O^halmic  Hos- 
pital at  CantOD,  for  1848,-49.  By  Rev.  P. 
PABKnt,  M.  D.  Caut.on  :  1850.  8Vo.  pp.&) 

IV.  Trial  for  Infanticide.  Abandonment 
of  the  charge  of  Murder. 

V.  Djctmold  on  Un-uniiei  Fracture. 
Vf.  Criminal  Code  in  Virginia. 

VI !.    Foreign  substances  in  the  Ncstrils. 
VIII.  Extracts  from  Sohijfa  Semiology.  19 

III.  ORIGINAL  DEPARTMENT. 
I.  Topography   and  Geology    of   Lamoille' 
C<  un'y,  Vermont".   By    'Lamoille.'' 

II  New  Form  u!  as  By  II.  v'v  .  E  v  k  &  s,  M  D . 
Richmond,  (Canada  West.) 

III.  Woman  :  her  M>ral  and  Phvsieal  Sys- 
tem- By  Horace  Nelson,  M.  l).  . 

IV.  Note  on  Typhoid  Fever.  By  G.  YV. 
Mayberry,  M.  D.   DeKulb,  (Mise?.) 

Y.  Daaih  :  its  Reality  and    Simulati 


ion. 


P  L  A  T 1 8  0 

PRINTED  AND   PUBLISH 


Medioq.legal  Dissertation.  By  Horace 
j  Nelson. — General  or  Systemic  Death. — 
|    Asphexia. — Sync  >po.  24 

i  VI,  Remarks  on  Hysteria.  By  J.  E.  "Porion, 
M.  D.  House"*  Point,  (N.  Y.)  '■26 

IV.  NOTE-BOOK  OF  PRACTICAL 
MEDICINE  AND  SURGERY. 

i  1.   Sn  wart:  disease  of  Children.  27 

j  LI,  B.EATj-  uew  symptom  of  Phthisis.  27 

I  lit.    Parker;  seroi'uious   disease   of  ICdee- 
I    joint.       *  -.  _  27 

_ ..  i  iy.  Van   Boeen*     diagnosis    of    Femoral 
}\    Hainia.  23 

;  V.  Chloroform  in  Convulsions.  23 

j  v  l.  Evans;    Cviio-iiwji   <u   Mammary   In- 
12  ;    fL tarnation.  23 

I  VII.  Sattjeklee  )  lod.   Potasses  in   Hydro- 
j  ^cfphaius.  23 

I  V1I1.  McArtiiur  :  Nitre-muriatic  acid  in 
\Z  !  habitual  Co~t'veness.  29 

\\%    Wai.she  ;  treat  heat  of  Erysipelas,  2  J 

V.  CURIOSITIES  OF  MEDICAL 

|  EXPERIENCE. 

n  ,  !  I.  Congenital  collobnmi.  iridis.  20 

*?:   {  II.  Eltracrainafv  length  of  the  Fuiia.  30 

i.  Lactation  in  a  man.  os) 

IV.  Expulsion  of  a  F&tua  by  &6  oiouili:      30 

H  .    ViCiiisous  liienstr nation.  ij 

VI.  EDITORlAL    DE^AimiKNT, 

I    Pi-aptical  Viewipn  Medicia  Education.    oQ 

If.   Clinical  Insi-ruetiun.  o'i 

II L  New  Yoik  liegister   at  ^Udicina  and 

Ptia:inacy.  31 

IV.  \h'   D.;'i mold's  Cliniq-ue*.  81 

V.  Montreal  Medical  Societies.  Bl 
V1L  EDITOR'S  BOOK  TABLE. 

Exchange    List. — Gilbert's    Introductory 

Lecture. — Gilbert's    amputa'ion     above 

>3  ■     the    Shouider-joinc.—HAYvrAUL's  Statist- 

I     ics  of  Amputations.  -     32 

■A  _ 


15 

18 
18 
19 

90 


19 
22 

22 


ED 


i      !4 

AT  THE  LANCET  OFFICE. 


NORTHERN  LANCET  ADVERTISER. 


MEDICAL    INSTITUTIONS. 
COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND  SUR3E0NS 

OF  THE  UNIVERSITY 
Of  the  State  of  New- Y  oris.. 

The  Forty-Fourth  Session  of  the  Co'lege 
will  be  commenced  oa  Monday,  14th  of  Octo- 
ber. 1850  dud  continued  until  March  13th, 
1S51  (Commencement  day  ) 

ALEXANDER  H.  STEVENS,  M.  D.  LL.D  . 
President  of  the  College,  and  Emeritus  Profes- 
sor of  Ciioieal  Surgery: 

JOSEPH  M  SMITH,  M.  D,  Professor  of 
the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and 
Clinical    Medicine. 

JOHN  B  BECK,  M.  D.,  Processor  of  Ma- 
teria   Aledica  and    Medical   Jurisprudence 

JOHN  TORREY,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Professor 
of  Botany   and   Chemistry. 

ROBERT  WATTS,  Jun.,  D.  D.,  Professor 
of   Anatomy. 

WiLLARD  PARKER,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
the    Principles   and    Practice   of  Surgery. 

CHANDLER  R.  OILMAN,  M.  D.,  Profes- 
sor of  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Wo- 
men   and    Children. 

ALONZO  CLARK,  M.  D  .,  Professor  of  Phv- 
sioiogy  and  Pathology,  (including  Microsco- 
py-) 

CHARLES  E.  ISAACS.,  M.  D.,  Demonstra- 
tor   of  Anatomy. 

Fices. — Matriculation  Fee,  $5  ;  fees  for  the 
full  course  of  Lectures,  $94:  Demonstrator's 
ticket,  $5;  Graduation  fee,  $25 ;  board  aver- 
age So  per  week. 

Clinical  Instruction  is  given  at  the  New- 
York  Hospital  daily,  by  the  Officers,  (Profes- 
sor Smith  being  one  of  them,)  fee ■  eight  dol- 
lars per  annum  ;  at  the  Bellevue  Hospital  twice 
a  week,  without  foe,  (Professors  Parker  and 
Clark  he  hanging  to  the  Medical  Staff;)  at  the 
Eye  Infirmary,  without  fee  ;  and  upwards  of 
1,000  patients  are  annually  exhibited  to  the 
class  iii  the  College  Clinique.  Obstetrical  cases 
and  eubjects  for  dissection  are  abundantly  fur- 
nieed  through  the  respective  departments. 

The  Annual  Commencement  is  hell  at. the 
close  of  the  Session;  there  is  also  a  Semi- An- 
nual Examination  on  the  second  Tuesday  of 
September.  The  prerequisites  for  graduation 
ire,  21  years  of  age,  three  years  of  study,  in- 
cluding two  full  Courses  of  Lectures,  the  -last 
of  which,  must  have  been  attended  in  this  Col- 
lege, and  the  Presentation  of  a  Thesis  on  some 
subject  connected  with  Medical  Science. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  Course,  and  not 
interfering  with  it,  a  Course  of  Lectures  will 
be  commenced  on  Monday,  30th  September, 
and  continued  until  the  15th  October. 

This  Course  will  be  free. 

II.  WATTS,  Jun.,  M.  B. 

Secretary  to  the  Faculty 
Collf go  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons.  ) 
67  Crogby-etreet,  New-York.  j 


'  U  N  I  V  E  R  S  I  T  Y    OF  NEW   Y  OF 

MEDICAL,  ]  DEPARTMENT. 


The  Faculty  of  the  New  -York  University 
take  great  pleasure  in  announcing,  that  they 
have  filled  the  two  vacant  Chairs  in  their  In- 
stitution, by  Gentlemen  of  pre-eminent  stand- 
ing in  their  respective  Departments. 

Doctor  Elisha.  Bartlett,  Professor""of 
the  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  in  the 
Louisville  University,  and  Doctor  Samuel  D. 
Gross, _  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University 
of  Louisville,  having  both  resigned  their  Pro- 
fessorships in  that  Institution,  have  been 
elected  be,  and.  accepted,  the  one  the  chair  of 
Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  the  other 
the  chair  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of 
New  York. 

In  these  selections,  the  Faculty  have  look- 
ed only  at  the  great  and  permanent  interests 
of  their  School;  and  they  feel  that  these  ap- 
pointmenrs,  whilst  they  must  secure  the  uni- 
versal acceptance  Of  the  profession,  will  afford 
an  earnest  that  the  Institution  will  lose  noth- 
ing of  its  former  prosperity. 

SESSION     1850-51. 

The  Lectures  will  commence  on  Mondays 
21st  day  of  October,  and  be  continued  under 
the  following  arrangement,  until  the  last  day 
of  February. 

^  GRANVILLE  SHARP E  PATTISON,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  General,    Descriptive  and   Surgi- 
cal Anatomy. 

MARTYN  PAINE  M.  D„  Professor  of  Ma- 
teria Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

GTJNNTNTG  S. 'BED  FORD,  M.  D.,  Professor 
of  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and 
Children. 

JOHN  W.  DRAPER,  M.  D.,  Professor'nf 
Chemistry  and  Physiology. 

ELISHA  BARTLETT,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
the  Institutes  and   Practice  fof  Medicine, 

SAMUEL  D.  GROSS,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Surgery. 

WM.  DARLING,]  M  .D.,  DemoBstrator  of 
Anatomy. 


The  Faculty,  it  will  be  seen,  ^bave"  added 
the  departnv-nt  of  Physiology  to  the  chair  of 
Chemistry;  and  Prof.  Draper  will  in  future, 
in  addition  to  his  regular  course  on  Chemist- 
ry, give  two  evening  Lectures  on  Physiology. 
The  advantages  of  this  arrangement  must  be 
obvious  to  every  one.  The  Professor  of  Anat- 
omy will  also  deliver  an  additional  Lecture  in 
in  his  department,  at  an  evening  hour. 

In  order  to  afford  ample  opportunities  to 
their  pupils  of  studying  diseases  practically, 
the  Faculty  have  determined  to  organize  three 
weekly  Cliniques. 

1st. — A  Surgical  and  Medical  Clinique,  to 
bcjield  every  Saturday,  by  Professor  Gross. 
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m.^ram  Co-kbIn,  M   A.  Thi^Beaufi- 


12 1. —  A  MwlJcuI  und  Surgical    Ctfn:-que    eV  |        T^£ 
ery  Wednesday,   by  Profe&BorS  Baiitlett  and        g    j^ 
Pattisox.  .  MFarrdly  liible,  will  be  published  5 

3d.r?AnE^WttoCljniqna?n^rAe  charge  |  fiy6  NuRlhers    at  55  "cents  each,    and  will  a£ 
of  Profcs  .or ■  bi.pro.iD.     I  ho   most    interesting  |  be       t  up  |n  m6ntllly  partB  ,t.  50  |fentPi 
aiseasPKof  VV<m-n  and  Chndrer,    jriU  be  pre-  j      The  dietiiigui«lsin^  features  of  this  B'ible  er 
rented  to  th«J»*s,    and  fully    lectured  on  by  ;  L  Rewn  hlJ2idred  tfood  Engraving*. 
the   Iroressor.    The  Class. also,  will  have  an  ,  2   jy,         thousand  Mar-msl  Referc"n'*es 
abundant  supply  of  Midwifery  eases,  to  be  at- !  g_  Three  finely  routed  Steel  Mans, 


Hospital, — the  Eve  and   Ear    TnnVwiarv- — the  I  *>.-  n 
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the   best   eomraenti 


With 


essence   of   u*e    ness   commentators 

Various  Dispensaries  and  lnbrmanes  — are  an  ,  much  origical  mafeter  by  the  Editor. 

accessible  to;the  etudents.  f  ^  .!  3.  Reflections  drawn    fivm  the  subject   of  the 

Clinical  instruction  is  ft5Von   every   uay    at;  chapter,    and  giving  In  a  condensed  form,    ir3 

the  New  lork  Hospital. 


will  l>e  opened  on  the 


The  Disss- ting  Ro 
l&t  day  of  October,    and  an   ample   supply  of 
the  material  furnished. 

Fee  for  the  full  course  of  Lectures  $105  ;— 
MatiSeulatibn  Fee  $5  : — Practical  Anatomy 
$5; -Graduation  Fee  $30. 

The  Summer  Commencement  will  take  place 
early  in  July,  ani  the  Spring  Commencement 
early  in   March. 

Board  from  $2.50,  to  $3,00  per  week. 


spiritual  import. 
9    Dates  affixed  to  the  Chapters  for  each  mor- 
ning and    evening's    leading,   comprising    the 
whole  Bible  in  one  rear. 

The  engravings  are  never  introduced  for 
show,  but  always  to  explain  the  text,  illustra- 
ting places,  manners  and  customs  of  the  an* 
cients. 

A  specimen  Number  with  recommendations 


irons  some  or  oui 


-chose  divn 


lS  now  rea- 


I  dy.  The  regular  issue  will  begin  about  the  1st 


Students  on  arriving  in  the  City,  will  please  j  Q\  julv>  and  a  Number  wi'f  he  published  on 
caH  at  the  College  Building,  659  Broadway,  ;  the  fi/gt  and  fifteenth  of  each  month  till  the 
and  enquire  for  the  Janitor,  Mr.  Polman,  who  [  v.,.,,].  •     „„n  .,n-fl 

i    ULSU11    IS     liir&li  ill  tiki?* 

Agents  are  wanted    to   nr&eure   subscribers 

\  O  A. 

i  for  this  work,  and.  the  opportunity  is  a  most  fa- 
!  vorable  one  for  them  to  do  well. 


will  conduct   them  to  boarding   houses  near 


the  College. 

JOHN  W^l) 
Secretary  of  the  Faculty,  380  Fourth  St 


APSK/M, 


It  will  be  one  of  the  most  beautiful,  coropre- 
renswe  Bibles  ever  published,  and  so  cheap  aa 
;o  place  it  within  the  reach  of  alb 


FRENCH  PHARMACEUTICAL  CHEM- 
ISTS, MANUFACTURERS  OF  THE  CON- 
CENTRATED FLUID  EXTRACTS,  Hydro- 
fJcholic  solid  Extracts.     Importers  of  fine 

FRENCH  AND  ENGLISH  CHEMICALS,  DRUGS, 

Hekbs,  Superfine  Perfumery,  &c, 
have  opened  a  new  Establishment  on  the  cor 
ner  of  Fourth  Avenue  and  Twentieth-street, 
where,  as  in  their  other  two  well-known  stores, 
will  be  found  a  full  and  complete  assortment 
of  all  known  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical 
preparations,  &c.   &c. 

'  SOLE   AGENTS 
For  the  Vichy  Mineral  ^Waters  and  Lozenges, 
and  other  French  remedies. 


Apply  post-paid,  to 
'139 


o.   liEjbolUJN, 

u.  St.,  Nqv?  York. 


BLACKWOOD'S  MAG-ASlNEj 

AKD     THE 

BRITISH  QUARTERLY  REVIEWS. 
Owing  to  the  late  revolutions  and    counter- 
revolutions among  the  nations  of  Europe  which 
have  followed  each  other  in  such  quick  succes- 
sion, of  which  lHhe  end  is  not  yet^  the  leading 
periodicals  of  Great    Britain    have  become  in- 
vested with  a  degree  of  interest,   hitherto    un- 
known. They  occupy  a  middle  ground  between 
the  hasty,    disjointed,    and  necessarily  imper- 
fect records  of  the  newspapers,   and  the  elabo- 
rate and  ponderous  treatises  to  be  furnished  by 
the  historian  at  a  future   clay,    The  American 
.581  Broadway  9  ^50  [4tla3  Avemae?  j  Publishers,   therefore,    deem  it  proper  to   call 
&/JS   Park  Row.  'renewed  attention  to  these  periodicals,  and  to 
N  E  W     Y  O  II  JL  '  tj^'Q  Ye?y  ^ow  prices  at  which  they  are  offered 
2 , L -  j  to  subscribers.  -  The  following  is  their  list:— 

^  a  t,,,^      „     *  i^r^Tr* ™:*-^— »T«  ■*  "-E  LONDON  QuARTERjlY  REV i En  . 

RATES  ©f    ADv£Rli&i]^G.         j      THE  EDINBURGH- Rh-VIEW. 


One  column  one  insertion 

t;         "         subsequent  insertion     - 

u  "  one  year 
Half     u         one  insertion 

"         "         eubsequent  insertion 

u         "         one  year 

and  at   p-op,ortionaf.s  rates. 


$5  00  ;      THE  NORTH  BRITISH  REV! EW. 
2  00       THE  WESTMINSTER  REVIEW,  and 

12  00  I  BLACKWOOD'S  EDINBURGH  MAGAZINE. 

3.00  |      In  these  periodicals  are  contained,  the  views 

1,50  I  moderately,  though  clearly  and  firmly  espree- 

8,00  j  sod,  of  the  three  great   parties  in    England.,— 

I  Tory,  Whig   and    Radical — 'Blackwood''  and 
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I,  LEJrAL    DEPARTMENT. 
Lecture  VII. 

Age,  continued  — Personal  Identity;  as- 
certainable by  Family  Likenesses,  Re  sem- 
blances to  Persons  with  whom  the  Party 
has  associated.  Nss vi . M atom i,  M  a i  ks  on 
the  Limbs  and  Scat's,  Personal  changes. 
Disguises.  Resemblances  the  Voice,  Stat- 
ure ;  [Canities;]  Difficulties  of  Identity 
from  other  persons;  Identification  of  Dead 
Bodies.---Witnejsing  Wills  by  Medical 
Men.  Whose  v V ills  are  Legal.  [Requisi- 
tions of  the  Law,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  respecting  Wills;  Number  of  Wit- 
nesses to  Wills,  required  in  the  various 
States  of  the  Union. 

It.  ECLECTIC    DEPARTMENT. 

I.  Cholera";  its  Causes,  Symptoms,  and 
Treatment,  considered  and  explained.  By 
J.  P.  Batchelder,  M.  I).  New  York ■■:  8?o. 
pp.  48   From  the  Author. 

II.  [Visoning  by  Ergot. 

III.  Extract  from  Senilis  Semiology. 

IV.  Wound  of  the  heart. 

III.  ORIGINAL  DEPARTMENT. 
Lancet    Biographical     Sketches.    No.    V. 
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41 
50 

57 


W-olfred  Nelson,  M.   D.  42 

Communications. — I.  Uterine  Debility. 
By  ^Lamoille."  Vermont.  50 

II.  Remarkable  Case.    Novel   Treatment! 

By   II.  N*hsoN,  M.    D.   Pittsburgh.  52 

III.  What  shall  the  Doctor  do?  By  "Lex/' 
with  answer  by  Dr.  Nelson,  55 

IV.  CLINICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Clinical  Lectures  delivered  at  the  Albany 
Medical  College  by  Prof.  A.  March. 
Reported  by  Mr.  T. Sawyer.  57 

V.  NOTE  BOOK    OF  PRACTICAL 

MEDICINE  AND  SURGERY. 

Scirrhus  and  Cancer.  58 

VI.  EDITORIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

I.  Deferred  articles.  59 

II.  Francis  Badgely,   M.  D.  50 

III.  Professor  J  as.  H.  Armsby.  CO 

IV.  Haskell  &  Merrick.  60 

V.  Medical  publications  —American  Jour- 
nal of  the  Medical  Sciences — American 
Journal  of  Dental  Science. — Ohio  Medic- 
al Journal. — Western   Medico-Chirurgic- 

al  Journal.  60 

VI.  Meteorological  Reports.  60 


PLATTSBURGH,    N,Y, 

I'RJNTF.D  AND  PUBLISHED  AT  THE  LANCET  OFFICB. 


NORTHERN   LANCET  ADVERTISER. 


TWO  MEDICAL   PERIODICALS 

For  Five  Dollars. 


THE  AMERICAN    JOURNAL  OF 

THE    MEDIC AL     SCIENCES, 

EDITED     BV    ISAAC     HAYS,     M.     D  , 

Is   Published  Quarterly    od  the  First,  cf 
JANUARY,  APRIL,  JULY,  cV  OCTOBER 

BY    LEA    AND    BLANCHARD,     PHILADELPHIA. 

Each  Number   contains  about   Two  Hundred 
and  Eighty  Large  Octavo  Pages,   appropriate- 
ly   illustrated    with    Engravings   on    Lopperv. 
Wood,  Stone,    &a. 

THE  MEDICAL  NEWS    AND  LIBRARY 

Is  Published  Monthly,  and  consists  of 

Thirty- Two     VERY  LARGE    Octavo  Pages 

Containing  the  Medical  Information  of  the  day 

as  well  as  a  Treatise    of  high   character 

on  some  prominent  department 

of  Medicine. 

In  this  manner  its  subscribers   have   received 

WATSON'S    LECTURES    ON   THE    PRACTICE    OF 
MEDICINE,    BR0D1E"S    CLINICAL  LECTURES 
ON  SURGERY,     TODD  &  BOWMAN'S  PHY- 
SIOLOGY,  AND  WEST  ON  THE  DISEASES 
OF  INFANCY    AND  CHILDHOOD, 

And    the  work  at  present   appearing  in  it    la 
MALGAIGNE'S.  OPERATIVE 

TRANSLATED   AND    EDITED   BY   BRIITAN, 

With  Engravings     on  Wood. 


TERMS, 

THE  SUBSCRIPTION  TO  THE 

AMERICAN   JOURNAL  OF   THE 

MEDICAL  SCIENCES 

Is  FIVE  DOLLARS  per  Annum. 

When  this  amount  i  s  paid   in  advance,   the 

Subscriber  thereby    k  *omes  entitled  to  the 

MEDICAL  NEWS   AND  LIBRARY 

for  oiae  year,   gratis. 

When    ordered   separately,    the    price    of  the 

('News"  is  ONE    DOLLAR  per  annum, 

invariably  in  advance. 


For  the  small  sum,  therefore,  of  five  dol- 
labs,  the  subscriber  can  obtain  a  Quarterly 
and  a  Monthly  Journal  of  the  highest  charac- 
ter, presenting  about  Fifteen  Hppslrecl 
Large  Octavo  Pages,  with  Numerous 
illustrations — Kendering  these  among  THE 
CHEAPEST  OF  AMERICAN  MEDICAL 
PERIODICALS. 

Those  who  are  desirous  of  subscribing  are 
recommended  to  forward  their  names  without 
loss  cf'time,  as  the  increase  of  the  subscrip- 
tion list  carries  off  the  whole  edition  printed, 
and  the  publishers  cannot  pledge  themselves 
to  supply  copies  unless  ordered  early. 


UNIVERSITY    OF   NEW   YORK 

31 E  D1C  AX,     DEPARTMENT. 


The  Faculty  of  tie  New  York  University 
take  great  ph  a-ure  in  "annour.e  ng.  that  they 
have  filled  the  two  vacant  Chairs  in  their  In- 
stitution, by  Gentlemen  of  pre-eminent  stand- 
ing in  their  respective  Departments. 

Doctor  Elisha  Bartlett,  Professor  of 
the  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  in  the 
Louisville  University,  and  Doctor  Samuel  D. 
Gross,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University 
of  Louisville,  having  both  resigned  their  Pro- 
fessorships in  that  Institution,  have  been 
elected  to,  and  accepted,  the  one  the  chair  of 
Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  the  other 
the  chair  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of 
New  York. 

In  these  selections,  the  Faculty  have  look- 
ed only  at  the  great  and  permanent  interests 
of  their  School ;  and  they  feel  that  these  ap- 
pointmenrs,  whilst  they  must  secure  the  uni- 
versal acceptance  of  the  profession,  will  afford 
an  earnest  that  the  Institution  will  lose  noth- 
ing of  its  former  prosperity. 

SESSION     1850-51. 

The  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday, 
21st  day  of  October,  and  be  continued  under 
the  following  arrangement,  until  the  l&fet  day 
of  February. 

GRANVILLE  SHARPE  PATTISON,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  General,  Descriptive  and  Surgi- 
cal Anatomy. 

MARTYN  PAINE  M.  D„  Professor  of  Ma- 
teria Medici  and  Therapeutics. 

GUNNING  S.  BEDFORD,  M.  D.  Professor 
of  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and 
Children. 

JOHN  W.  DRAPER,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Chemls'ry  and  Physiology. 

ELISHA  BARTiETT,  M.  D.,  Professor  cf 
the  Insti  tutes  and  Practice   of  Medicine. 

SAMUEL  D.  GROSS,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Surgery. 

WM"  DARLING,  M  .D.,  Demoastrator  of 
Anatomy. 


The  Faculty,  it  will  be  seen,  have  added 
the  department  of  Physiology  to  the  chair  of 
Chemistry;  and  Prof.  Draper  will  in  future, 
in  additiou  to  his  regular  course  en  Chemist- 
ry,  give  two  evening  Lectures  on  Physiology. 
The  advantages  of  this  arrangement  must  bo 
abvious  to  every  one.  The  Professor  of  Anat- 
omy will  aho  deliver  an  additional  Lecture  in 
in  his  department,  at  an  evening  hour. 

In  order  to  afford  ample  opportunities  to 
their  pupils  of  studying  diseases  practically, 
the  Faculty  have  determined  to  organize  three 
weekly  Clinioxues. 

1st. — A  Surgical  and  Medical  Clinique,    t-J 
be  held  every  Saturday,  by  Professor  Gross. 


NORTJfER  N  LA  NCE  F  A  DYER  »  I  SER.. 


2!.— A  Medical  and  Surgical  Clin  que  iv 
ery  VVe(3r:esday,   by  Professors  Bartlett  arid 

KtTTISON. 

3d. — An  Obst^triq  Clin'que  under  the  charge 
of  Prop's-1  or  Bf.dfoiid.  'Hie  most  interesting 
diseases  of  WVnisn  and  Children,  will  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Clas*,  and  fully  lectured  on  bv 
the  Professor1.  Tl  e  Class  ab-"\  will  have  an 
abui  diint  Fupply  of  Midwifery  cases,  r-r>  be  at- 
tended at,  the  bosses  of  the  patients.  For  these 
Cliniques,   no  extja  charge  will  be  n  ade. 

in  addition  to  th<  se  means  of  studying  dis- 
ea>e,  the  New  York  Hospital,  —  the  Bellevue 
Hospital.— he  Eve  end  Ear  Infirmary — the 
various  Dispensaries  and  Infirmaries,— are  all 
accessible  to  the  students. 

Clinical  instruction  Ik  given  every  day  at 
|5)e  New  Y<  rk  Hospital, 

'i  he  Dissecting  Room  will  be  opened  on  the 
1st  day  of  October,  arid  an  ample  supply  of 
the  material  furnished. 

Fee  for  the  full  course  o?  Lectures  $105  ;  — 
Matriculation  Foe  $5  :  —  Practical  Anatomy 
$5j—  Graduation  Fee  £30. 

Tl  e  Summer  Commencement  will  take  place 
early  i  \  July,  and  the  Spring  Commencement 
early  in    March. 

Board  from  $2.50.  to  S3. 00  per  week. 

Students  on  a< riving  in  the  City,  will  please 
call  at  the  College  Building,  G59  Broadway. 
and  enquire  for  the  Janitor,  Mr.  Polman.  who 
will  conduct  them  to  boarding  houses  near 
the  College. 

JOHN  W.  DRAPER,  M.  D. 
Secretary  of  the  Faculty,  380  Fourth  St- 


DELLUC  <&  CO. 

FRENCH  PHARMACEUTICAL  CHEM- 
ISTS, MANUFACTURERS  OF  THE  CON- 
CENTRATED FLUID  EXTRACTS,  U3dn- 
alcholic  solid  Extracts.     Importers  of  fin? 

FRENCH  AND  tPtaUbH  MfcnflloALo,  UHulio, 

HiCRBS,    SliPfcRFINE  pEHFUr.lEHY,   &C, 

have  opened  a  new  Establishment  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Fourth  Avenue  and  Twentietn-stn  e\ 
where,  as  in  their  osher  two  well-known  stores, 
will  be  found  a  foil  and  complete  assortment 
of  all  known  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical 
preparations,  &c.    &c. 

SOLE   AGENTS 

For  the  Vichy  Mineral  Waters  and  Lf.zenges. 

and  other  French  remedies. 

581  Broadway,    250    4tli   Avenue, 

&  %  Paris.  Row. 

NEW     YORK,      .. 


RATES  of    ADVERTISING. 


One  column  one  insertion 

"         "         subsequent  insertion     - 

u         "         one  j  ear 
Half     "         one  insertion 

14         "         subsequent  insertion 

"         M         oi  e  year         -  - 

and  at  j  roportknat©  rates. 


$5  00 
2  00 

3  2  00 
3.00 
1,50 
8,00 


THE  ILLU&iKATEU  DUMtSNl)  BiBLt, 

By  Rev  Ingram  Cordis,  M.  A.  This  Beaufi- 
frjl  Family  Bible,  will  be  published  in  twenty- 
five  Numbers,  at  25  cents  each,  and  will  also 
be  put  up  in  roonthh;  parts  at  50  cents. 

The  distinguishing  features  of  this  Bible  are 

1.  Seven  hundred  Wood  Engravings. 

2.  Many  thousand  Marginal  References. 

3  Three  finely  executed  Steel  Maps. 

4  Numerous  Improved  Readings. 

5.  A  Corrected  Chronological  Order. 

6.  The  Poetical  Books  in  Metrical  Form. 

7.  An  Exposition  of  each  Chapter,  containing 
the  essence  of  tic  best  commentator's,  with 
mueh  original  matter   by  the  Editor. 

3.  Reflections  drawn  from  the  subject  of  the 
Chapter,  and  giving  in  a  condensed  form,  its 
spiritual  impoi-t. 

0  Dates  affixed  to  the  Chapters  for  each  mor- 
ning and  evening's  reading,  comprising  the 
whole  Bible  in  one  year. 

The  engravings  are  never  introduced  for 
show,  but  always  to  explain  the  text,  illustra- 
ting places,  manners  and  customs  of  the  an- 
c:ents. 

A  specimen  Number  with  recommendation 
from  some  of  our  leading  divines,    is  now  rea 
dy.   The  regular  issue  will  begin  about  the  h 
of  July,    and  a    Number   will  be  published  on 
the  first  and  fifteenth   of  each  month,    till  the 
book  is  complete. 

Agents  are  wanted  to  procure  subscribers 
for  this  work,  and  the  opportunity  is  a  most  fa- 
vorable one  for  them  to  do  well. 

It  will  be  one  of  the  most  beautiful,  compre- 
hensive Bibles  ever  published,  and  so  cheap  as 
to  place  it  within  the  reach  of  all. 

Apply  post-paid,  to  S.  HEUSTQN, 

130  Nassau  st ,  New  York. 

• 

BLACKWOOD'S  MAGAZINE, 

AND     THE 

BRITISH  QUARTERLY  REVIEWS. 

Ovvirig  to  the  late  revolutions  and  counter- 
revolutions among  the  nations  of  Europe  which 
have  followed  each  other  in  such  quiek  sueees- 
sion,  of  which  -'the  end  is  not  yet,"'  the  leading 
periodicals  of  Great  Britain  have  become  in- 
vested with  a  degree  of  interest  hitln  r  o  un- 
known. They  occupy  a  middle  ground  between 
the  hasty,  disjointed,  and  necessarily  imper- 
fect records  of  the  newspapers,  and  the  elab  - 
rate  and  ponderous  treatises  to  be  furnished  by 
the  historian  at  a  future  dxy.  The  American 
Publishers,  therefore,  deem  it  proper  to  call 
renewed  attention  to  there  periodicals,  and  to 
the  very  low  prices  at  which  they  are  offered 
to  Fubscribers.      The  following  is  their  list: — 

1  HE  LONDON  QUARTERLY  REVIEW. 

THE  EDINBURGH  R- VIEW. 

THE  NORTH  BRITISH  REVIEW. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  REVIEW,  and 
BLACKWOOD'S  EDINBURGH  MAGAZINE. 

In  these  periodicals  are  contained  the  views 
moderately,  though  clearly  and  firmly  expf.ee>> 
sed,  of  the  three  great  parties  in  England,— 
Tory,  Whig  and   Radical — 'Blackwood"  and 
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the  ''London  Quarterly"'  are  Tory  ,-  the  ;iEdin- 
bureh  Review"  vVhi->:  nod  the  -;  West  minuter 
Review"  Libera!.  1  be  'North  Brltibb  Review'' 
owes  it's  establishment  to  the  lus^  great  ecclesi- 
astical movement;  in  Scotland,  and  is  not  ultra 
in  its  views  on  a»y  of  the  grand  departments 
of  human  knowledge:  it  was  originally  edited 
by  Dr.  Chalmers,  and  do",  since  his  death,  id 
conducted  by  his  son-in-iaw,  Dr.  H'aiina,  asso- 
ciated with  Sir  David  Brewster.  It's  literary 
character  is  of  the  very    highf&t    order.     The 
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"Westminster."'  though  reprinted  ureter' thai 
title  only,  is  published  in  England  under  the 
title  of  the  :'Foreign  Quarterly  and  Westmin- 
ster,1' i't  being  in  fact  a  union  of  the  two  Re- 
views formerly  published  and  reprinted  under 
separate  titles.  It  has,  therefore  the  advantage 
by  this  combination,  of  uniting  in  one  work 
the  best  features  of  both  heretofore  issued. 

The  above  Periodicals  are  reprinted  in  New 
York,  immediately  on  their  arrival  by  the  Bri 
tish  steamer?,  in  a  be* wilful  clear  type,  on  line 
white  paper,  and  are  faithful  copies  Or  the  ori- 
ginals, Blackwood's  Magazine  b  irsg  an  exact 
facsimile  of  the  Edinburgh  edition. 

Tersa&s. 
For  any  one  of  toe  re  views, 
For  any  two,  do 

For  any  three.  flo 

For  all  four  of  the  Reviews, 
For  Blackwood's  Magazine, 
For  Blackwoods  and  3  Reviews.  9  00      c: 
For  Black. woo  is  ar-.d  4  Reviews.  10,00    '.' 
Payments  to  be  made  in  all  cases  iri  advance. 
CLUBBING. 
Four  copies  of  any    or   of   all  of  the    above 
works  will  be  sent  to  one  address  on  payment 
of  the    regular    subscription    for    three — the 
fourth  beiu<;  gratis.   Remittances  and  cornmu- 
ideations,  are   to    be    addressed,    post-paid    or 
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TWO  MEDICAL   PERIODICALS 

For  Fiie  Dollars. 


THE  AMERICAN    JOURNAL  OF 
THE    MEDICAL,    SCIENCES, 

kDITIlD     BY    IbAAC     NAYS       M.      B"., 

Is    Published  Quarterly    ou  the  First  of 
JANUARY,  APRIL,  JULY.  $  OCTOBER 

BY    LEA    AND    BLANCHARD,     PklLADKLPHlA. 

Each  Number   contains  about    1  wo  Hundred 
and  Eighty  Large  Octavo  Pages,   appropriate- 
ly   Illustrated    wiMi    Engravings    on    Copper, 
Wood,  Stone,    &o. 
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THE  MEDICAL  NEWS    AND  LIBRARY 

Is   Published    Monthly,   arid   consists  of 

Thirty- Two     VERY  LARGE    Octavo  Pages 

Containing  the  Medical  Information1  of  the  day 

M  well  as  a  Treatise   of  high   character 

on  some  prominent  department 

of  Medicine. 

In  this  manner  its  subscribers   have   received 

WATSON'S    LfeXTUUfeS    ON   THE    PRACTICE    OF 
MEDICINE,    BROD1ES    CLIMCAL   LJ-CTURKS 
ON  SUhOEKY,     TODB  &  BOWMAN'S  PHY- 
SIOLOGY,  AND  WEST  ON   1HL  DISEASES 
OF  INFANCY    AND  CH  iLDtttMli, 

And    the  work  at  present   appearing  in  it    is 

MAEGAIGNE'S  OPERATIVE 

SURGERY, 

TRANSLATED  AND    LD11LD   BY  BHUTAN, 

With   Engravings     on   V\  oud. 


TER 
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THE  SUBSCRIPTION  TO  THE 
AMERICAN  JOURNAL  OF   THE 
MEDICAL  SCIENCES 
Is  FIVE  DOLLARS  per  Annum. 

When   this   amount  i  *  pa;d    in   advance,    the 

Subscriber  thereby    j^   ome*  entitle!  to  the 

MEDICAL  NEWS   AND  LIBRARY 

for  one  year,   gratis. 

When   ordered   separately,   the   price   of  the 

"News"  is  ONE    DOLLAR  per  annum, 

invariably  in  advance. 

For  the  small  f-um,  therefore,  of  five  dol- 
lars, the  subscriber  can  obtain  a  Quarterly 
and  a  Monthly  Journal  of  the  highest  charac- 
ter, presenting  nb  -i»r  Fifteen  Hundred 
Large  Octavo  Pages,  with  Numerous 
Illustrations—  Rendering  th.'se  anion?  THE 
CHEAPEST  OF  AMERICAN  MEDICAL 
PERIODICALS. 

Those  who  are  desirous  of  subf-cri;  ing  are 
recommended  <o  forward  their  names  without 
lost  of  time,  as  the  increase  of  the  jubserip- 
tion  list  carries  off  the  whole  edition  printed, 
»nd  tht  publishers  cannot  pledge  themselves 
is  mpply  oopiei  unites  ordered  tarly. 


The  Faculty  of  the  New  York  University 
take  great  pb  a  ure  in  announc  ng.  that  they 
have  filled  the  two  vacant  Chairs  in  their  In- 
siitniion,  by  Gentlemen  of  pre-eminent  stand- 
ing in  their  respective  Departments.^ 

Doctor  Elisha  Bartlettj  'Pr*>fesfbr  o 
the  Institutes  aod  Practice  of  Medicine,  in  the 
Louisville  University  and  Doctor  Sam  or l  0. 
Gk<ss.  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University 
of  Louisville,  having  both  resigned  their  Pro- 
fessorships in  that  Institution,  have  been 
elected  to,  and  accepted,  tb*  one  the  chair  of 
Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  the  other 
the  chair  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of 
New  York. 

In  these  selections,  the  Faculty  have  look- 
ed only  at  the  great  and  permanent  interests 
of  their  School  ;  and  they  feel  that  these  ap- 
pointm  nrs;  whilst  they  must  secure  the  uni- 
versal acceptance  of  the  profession,  will  afford 
an  earnest  that  the  Institution  wilt  lose  n  .idl- 
ing of  its  former  prosperity. 

SESSION     185G--51. 

The  Lectures  will  ebmmrhes  on  Monday, 
21s'  day  «f  0  tober,  and  be  continued  tinder 
th^  following  arrangement,  umil  the  last  day 
of  February. 

GRANVILLE  SHARPS  PATT1SON,  M  D., 
Professor  oi  General,  Descriptive  and  Surgi- 
cal  Anatomy 

MAR*  YN  PAINE  M  D,,  Professor  of -Ma- 
teria Medici  and  I'herapeurics. 

GUNNINGS  BEDFORD,  M.  D.  Professor 
of  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and 
Children 

JOHN  W.  DRAPER,  M.  D.,  Professor  o, 
Chem  stry  and  Physiology. 

ELISHA  BARTr  EH,  M  D..  Professor  o* 
the  Institutes  and    Practice   «>f  Medicine. 

SAMUEL  D.  GKOSS,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Surgery. 

WM~  DARLING,  M  .D.,  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy. 


The  Faculty,  it  will  be  »cm,  have  addtd 
♦  b^  department  of  Physiology  to  the  chair  <  f 
Chcmistiy  ;  and  Pr<  f.  Draper  will  in  future, 
in  addition  to  his  regular  course  n  Chemist- 
ry, give  two- evening  L'C-ur^s  on  Physiology. 
The  advantages  ot  this  arrangement  must  be 
abvious  to  every  one.  The  Professor  of  Anat- 
omy will  alo  deliver  an  additional  Lecture  in 
in  his  department,  at  an  evening  hour. 

In  order  to  afford  ample  opportunities  to 
their  pupils  of  studying  diseases  frantically, 
the  Faculty  have  determined  to  organise  thrte 
weekly  Clmiquos. 

l*t. — A  Surgical  and  Medical  Climqne,  ta 
be  held  orery  Saturday,  by  Professor  Gkost?. 


NORTHERN  LANCET  ADVERTISER. 


2L-A  Medical  and  Surgical    Clin  qoe    ♦  v- ;        THE    ILLUSTRATED    DOMESTIC    BSBLE, 
try  Wednesday,  by  Professors  Bartleit  ar,d;      B    Rev  jm;RaM  Cokmn",  M   A.  This  Beauti- 


PjiTTlSON. 


iftvl  Family  Bible,  will  he  published  in  twenty- 

3,5,-An  Obstetric  Chmque  underlie  charge  fjv,  NunUlcl..s    ftt  25  cents  each.    and  will  also 
of  Professor  Bkofokd.    1  he  most   interesting  be      t  x     in  iri(.r;r)liv  { iiVtfi  Bt  50  ,,eMt; 
diseases  of  Women  and  Children    will  be  pre-,      Tbe  distinguishing  features  of  this  Bible  are 
seated  to  the  C!a«*,    and  fully    lectured  on  by  i    Seven  hand  red  Wood  Engraving* 
the   Professor.     The  "Cla*s  also,    will   have  an  o.  Many  thousand  Marginal  References, 
abundant  supply  of  Midwifery  eases.  toTeat-  3    Three  finely  mcifted  Steel  Mans, 
tended  at  the  houses  of  the  patients.   For  these  4    Nb'iperdusliiTpWre'd  Reading 
Climques,   no  extra  charge  will  -he  maae.  5    A  Corrected  Chronological  Order. 

In  addition  to  these  mean*  of  Studying  dis-  0.   Vhb  Poetical  ftnok'a  in  Vretrica]  Firm 
ease,  the  Net*    York   Hospital,  -  the'  Beilevue  7:  An  Exp<)yitir.n  of  each  Chapter:    containing 
Hospital, —  he  Eye  and    Ear    Infirmary— the  tfte^ssehce   of  the    lest   conYroenfa':ors.    with 
ranous  Dispensaries  and  Infirmaries,— are  all  much  origiPa,i  ma.trer   by  the  Editor, 
accessible  to  the  students.  •  8.  Reflections  drawn    from  the  subject   of  the 

Clinical  instruction  is  given  every  day  at  <  fcaptvr.  and  giving  in  a  condensed  form,  it* 
the  New  York  Ho-pnal  'smr.rmii  import. 

The  Dissecting  Room  will  be 'opened  on  the  9  f^tes  affixed  to  tie  Chapters  for  each  mor- 
Ldday  of  October,  and  an  ample  supply  of  t!;ng  f,nii  evening's  reading;  compiling  the 
the  material  furnished.  iwhoJe  Bible  in  one  year. 

Fee  fov  the  tu!l  course  of  Leetures  $10o  ;—  !  Thc  engravings,  are  never  introduced  for 
Matriculant.  Fefr  $5  ;—  Practical  Anatomy  shoWi  but  alwWyS  to  explain  the  text:  iliustra* 
$5,; -Graduation  Fee  $30  ^ing ;  places, r 'manners   umi   customs    of  the  an- 

•  he  Summer  Commencement  will  take  place  ei-ents; 
early  in  July    and  the  Spring  Commencement  j      A  ^ve&men  Number  with  recommendationg 
ear.y  in    ftiar<n  jTrora  some  of  our  leading  divine's,    is  now  rea- 

Board  from  $2  50.  to  $3  00  per  week.  i(tv    The  regular  issue  wail  begin  about  the  L  t 

Students  on  a  riving  in  the  City,  will  please  0r  J.jiy  and  a  Number  Wfifbe  published  on 
call  at  the  C<lhge  Building  659  Broadway,  the  tirU  ami  fi  reriith  of 'each  month.,  till  the 
and  enquire  for  the  Janitor.  Mr.  Pol. man.,  who  book  is  complete. 

will  conduct   thctn    to  boarding   houses  near       Agents  are  wanted    to   procure   subscriber* 

tne  Coiiege.  jf(,r  t |i?s  work  arid  the  opportunity  is  a  mos-t  la- 

JOIIN  W.  DSAPEB,  M.    .        jverabie  one  for  them  to  do  well." 

Secretary  of  the  Faculty,  380  Fourth  S*.       It  will  he  one  of  the  most  beautiful,  comp.re- 

L  1. ^^^««TO,..^-»«...^»^-..g»,  henKive  Bibb'sever  puddished,  and  so  cheap  as 


to  place  it  within  the  reach  of   all. 

Apply  post-paid,  to  S.  H FUSION, 

fTUSNCTI  PHARMACEUTIC  AX    f-HE\1%!  13j>  Nassau  *t ./New1  York. 
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ISTS,    MANUFACTURE  ft  S  OF    i  HE  CON-  ==_ —=z^ : a 

CENTRA  TED   FLUID   EXTRACTS,   Hydro  j      BLACKWOOD'S  MAGAZINE, 

alcholic  solid  Extracts.     Importers  of  fine         i  A>D    THP 

FRENCH  AND  ENGLISH  CHEM!CALS3  flftjJSS,!    British  quarterly  reviews. 

Herbs.   Si  pkrfixe  I'KuFUMthy.  &  ■■-..  '      G»wtn£  to  the  late  revolutions  and    counter- 

have  opened  a  new  Establishments  on  the  cor-  ™v  lutions  among tberiaiions  of  Europe  which 

nrrof  Fourth    Avenue  and   TVentte.th-str»  v.  have  todownJ  eacn  otlmi  in  ruch  quick  Ri(te.s. 

where,  as  in  their  other  two  well  known  stores.  81"n-  of  *®u  h     the  e"«  !S  ^Uyet, '  the  leading 

will  be  found   a  full  and  complete  assortment  periodicals  of  Great    Britain    have  become  u  - 

of  all  known    Pharmaceutical  and    Chemical  vested  witb  a  degrre  oi  intent    hitherto    ui.- 

ireparations,  &c    &c.  known.  1  hey  occupy  a  middle  grouna  between 

„nr  p              „  toe  hasty,    disjointed,    and  necessarily  imper- 

t       1     v\      l\-        Vxxt  t  jt  feet  records  of  the  newspapers,  and  ri"e  elaho- 

ror  ine  Vichy  Mineral  Witters  and  Lozenges,       4         A         >  t       I-       ±  \    1       •  1    1  1^ 

,      .       ,^J     ,  ,.  »    '   rate  and  -ponderous  treatises  to  be  mrm.shed  by 

and  other  rreneh  remedies.  .1     1  •  .     •  ?  .         j  ^ ,      »        •     J 

the  histonan  at  a  future  day      i  he  American 

581  Broadway,    250    411a   Afenuc,  Publishers,    therefore,   deem  it  proper  to   rail 
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one  insertion           -         -         §  00       In  these  periodicals'  are  contained  the  views 
subsequent  insertion      -•         1,50  moderately,  though  clearly  and  firmly  ezprei- 
ore  year        ...         8,00  sed,  of  the  three  great   parties  in   England,— 
*ad  at  rroportioaate  rates.  !ToTy,  Wh;g  and"' Radical — 'Blackwood"  and 


It 

t( 

Half 

U 

ti 

u 

M 

u 

NORTHERN  LANCET  ADVERTISER. 


lie  -L  ni.m  Quarterly"  are  Tory  ;  the  Edin- 
burgh Review"  v\  hi^  ;,  and  rhe  '■'Weai.roinr-ter 
Review1-  Liberal.  She  'North  British  lie  view'1 
i  wes  its  establishment  to  the  last  grt-at  ecclesi- 
astical movement  in  Scotland*  and  is  not  ultra 
in  its  views  en  any  of  the  grand  departments 
o-f  human  knowledge;  it  was  originally  edited 
by  Dr.  Chalmers,  and  now,  since  ms  death,  is 
Conducted  by  bis  son-in-law,  Dr.  Ham  a.  asso- 
ciated wirli  Sir  David  Brewster  It.-  literary 
character  is  of  the  very  highest  order  The 
''•Westminster.'1  though  reprinted  uncler  that 
tide  <-n1y,  is  tublished  iti  England!  under  the 
title  <»i  the  ■Foreign  Quarterly  arid  Westmin- 
ster." i':  being  in  fact  a  union  of  the  two  Re- 
views  formerly  published  and  repnmed  OBruer 
sepera'e  titles,  [r  his.  t;heref-.«re  the  advantage 
by  this  combination,  of  uniting  in  one  Wi-rk 
the  beat  features  of  both  heretofore  issued. 

I  lie  above  Periodicals  are  reprinted  in  New 
York,  ii-nfn  dia  eiy  on  their  Mirivai  by  the  Bri 
tfch  steamers,  in  a  beautiful  clear  type,  on  fine 
white  piper,  ami  are  faithful  copies  of  the«<ri- 
ginals,  Blackwood's  iVIagazine  b  ing  an  exact 
facsimile  of  the  Edinburgh  edition. 


$3  00  a  year. 
5  00      '• 

7  00      rt 

8  00      » 
3  00      " 


Terms. 

For  any  one  of  the  <  e views, 
For  any  two,  do 

For  any  three.  do 

For  bli  four  of  the  Reviews, 
For  B i  ack  w*  rod' s  \ i  a  g  •  zi n e, 
For  Black  woods  and  3  Reviews.  9  00      ''• 
For  Black  wood's  and  4  Reviews  10.00    " 
Payments  to  be  made  in  all  cases  in  advance. 
CLUBBING. 
F out  r-  :'::^s  of  any    or   of   sdl  of  the    above 
->  •  ;k  ;  e  STit  ro  one  address  on  payment 

i..;  the  regular  subscription  for  tbref — the 
fourth  being  gratis  Remittances  and  commu- 
nications, are  to  be  addressed,  post-paid  or 
franked,  to  the  Publishers", 
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TWO  MEDICAL   PERIODICALS 

For  Five  Dollars. 


THE  AMERICAN   JOURNAL  OF 
THE    MEDICAL,    SCIENCES, 

EDITED     BY    ISAAC    HAYS,     M.     D., 

Is  Published  Quarterly   on  the  First  of 
JANUARY,  APRIL,  JULY,  $  OCTOBER 

BY    LEA    AND    BLANCHARD,     PHILADELPHIA. 

Each  Number   contains  about   Two  Hundred 
and  Eighty  Large  Octavo  Pages,  appropriate- 
ly Illustrated   with   Engravings   on   Copper. 
Wood,  Stone,    &c. 


THE  MEDICAL  NEWS    AND  LIBRARY 

Is  Published  Monthly,  and  consists  of 
Thirty-Two     VERY  LARGE    Octavo  Pages 
Containing  the  Medical  Information  of  the  day 
si  well  as  a  Treatise   of  high   character 
on  some  prominent  department 
of  Medicine. 
In  this  manner  its  subscribers  have   received 
watson's  lectures  on  the  practice  of 
medicine,  brodie's  clinical  lectures 
on  surgery,    todd  &  bowman's  phy- 
siology, and  west  on  the  diseases 
of  infancy  and  childhood. 
And   the  work  at  present   appearing  in  it   is 
MAEGAIGNE^S  OPERATIVE 
SURGERY, 

TRANSLATED  AND    EDITED  BY  BRITTAN, 

With  Engravings    on  Wood. 


UNIVERSITY    OF  NEWYORK 

MEDICAL     DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS. 


THE  SUBSCRIPTION  TO  THE 

AMERICAN  JOURNAL  OF   THE 

MEDICAL  SCIENCES 

Is  FIVE  DOLLARS  per  Annum. 

When  this  amount  i  *  paid  in  advance,   the 

Subscriber  thereby  ov.   omes  entitled  to  the 

MEDICAL  NEWS  AND  LIBRARY 

for  one  year,   gratis. 

When   ordered  separately,   the   price  of  the 

"News"  is  ONE   DOLLAR  per  annum, 

invariably  in  advance. 

For  the  small  sum,  therefore,  of  five  dol- 
lars, the  subscriber  can  obtain  a  Quarterly 
and  a  Monthly  Journal  of  the  highest  charac- 
ter, presenting  about  Fifteen  Hundred 
Large  Octavo  Pages,  with  Numerous 
Illustrations — Rendering  these  among  THE 
CHEAPEST  OF  AMERICAN  MEDICAL 
PERIODICALS. 

Those  who  are  desirous  of  subpcribing  are 
recommended  to  forward  their  names  without 
loss  of  time,  as  the  increase  of  the  subscrip- 
tion list  carries  off  the  whole  edition  printed, 
and  the  publishers  cannot  pledge  them*elver 
te  wxpply  eopiee  unlee*  ordered  early. 


The  Faculty  of  the  New  York  University 
take  great  pleasure  in  |announc*ng,  that  they 
have  filled  the  two  vacant  Chairs  in  their  In- 
stitution, by  Gentlemen  of  pre-eminent  stand- 
ing in  their  respective  Departments. 

Doctor  Elisha  Bartlett,  Professor  or 
the  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  in  the 
Louisville  University,  and  Doctor  Samukl  D. 
Gross,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University 
of  Louisville,  having  both  resigned  their  Pro- 
fessorships in  that  Institution,  have  been 
elected  to,  and  accepted,  the  one  the  chair  of 
Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  the  other 
the  chair  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of 
New  York. 

In  these  selections,  the  Faculty  have  look- 
ed only  at  the  great  and  permanent  intereate 
of  their  School ;  and  they  feel  that  these  ap- 
pointmenrs,  whilst  they  must  secure  the  uni- 
versal acceptance  of  the  profession,  will  afford 
an  earnest  that  the  Institution  will  lose  noth- 
ing of  its  former  prosperity. 

SESSION     1850-51. 

The  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday, 
21st  day  of  October,  and  be  continued  under 
the  following  arrangement,  until  the  la&t  day 
of  February. 

GRANVILLE  SHARPE  PATTISON,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  General,  Descriptive  and  Surgi- 
cal Anatomy. 

MARTYN  PAINE,  M.  D„  Professor  of  Ma- 
teria Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

GUNNING  S.  BEDFORD,  M.  D..  Professor 
of  Midwif  ry,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and 
Children. 

JOHN  W.  DRAPER,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Chemistry  and  Physiology. 

ELISHA  BARTLETT,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
the  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

SAMUEL  D.  GROSS,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Surgery. 

WM.  DARLING,  M  .D.,  Demoaatrator  of 
Anatomy. 


The  Faculty,  it  will  be  *een,  have  added 
the  department  of  Physiology  to  the  chair  of 
Chemistry;  and  Prof.  Draper  will  in  future, 
in  addition  to  his  regular  course  on  Chemist- 
ry, give  two  evening  Lectures  on  Physiology. 
The  advantages  of  this  arrangement  must  be 
abvious  to  every  one.  The  Professor  of  Anat* 
omy  will  also  deliver  an  additional  Lecture  in 
in  his  department,  at  an  evening  hour. 

In  order  to  afford  ample  opportunitiea  to 
their  pupils  of  studying  diseases  practically, 
the  Faculty  have  determined  to  organize  three 
weekly  Cliniques. 

1st. — A  Surgical  and  Medical  Clinique,    to 
jbe  held  every  Saturday,  by  Professor  Gaoae. 
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2d.— A  Medical  and  Surgical    Clinique    ev- 
ry  Wednesday,  by  Professors  Bartlett  and 
Pattison. 

3d. — An  Obstetric  Clinique  under  the  charge 
of  Professor  Bedford.  The  most  interesting" 
diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  will  ^e  pre 
•ented  to  the  Class,  and  fully  lectured  on  by 
the  Professor.  The  Class  also,  "will  have  an 
abundant  supply  of  Midwifery  cases,  to  be  at- 
tended at  the  houses  of  the  patients.  For  these 
Cliniquee,  no  extra  charge  will  be  made. 

In  addition  to  these  means  of  studying  dis- 
«ase,  the  New  York  Hospital, — the  Bellevue 
Hospital, — the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,— the 
rarious  Dispensaries  and  Infirmaries, — are  all 
accessible  to  the  students. 

Clinical  instruction  is  given  every  day  at 
the  New  York  Hospital. 

The  Dissecting  Room  will  be  opened  on  the 
1st  day  of  October,  and  an  ample  supply  of 
the  material  furnished. 

Fee  for  the  full  course  of  Lectures  $105  ; 
Matriculation  Fee  $5  ; — Practical  Anatoi 
$5,; -Graduation  Fee  $30. 

The  Summer  Commencement  will  take  place 
early  in  July,  and  the  Spring  Commencement 
early  in  March. 

Board  from  $2;50,  to  $3.00  per  week. 

Students  on  arriving  in  the  City,  will  please 
jCAjI  at  the  College  Building,  659  Broadway, 
and  enquire  for  the  Janitor,  Mr.  Polnian,  who 
will  conduct  them  to  boarding  houses  near 
the  College. 

JOHN  W.  DBAPEB,  M.    . 
Secretary  of  the  Faculty,  380  Fourth  St. 
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FRENCH   PHARMACEUTICAL    CHEM- 
ISTS,  MANUFACTURERS  OF  THE  CON 
CENTRATED  FLUID  EXTRACTS,  Hydro- 
alcholic  solid  Extracts.     Importers  of  fine 

FRENCH  AND  ENGLISH  CHEMICALS,  DRUGS, 

Herbs,  Superfine  Perfumery,  &c, 
have  opened  a  new  Establishment  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Fourth  Avenue  and  Twentieth-street, 
where,  as  in  their  other  two  well-known  stores, 
will  be  found  a  full  and  complete  assortment 
of  all  known  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical 
preparations,  &o.  &c. 

SOLE  AGENTS 

For  the  Vichy  Mineral  Waters  and  Lozenges, 

and  other  French  remedies. 

581  Broadway,   250    4tla  Avenue, 

&  2  Parl£  Row. 

NEW    YORK  . 
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THE  ILLUSTRATED  DOMESTIC  BIBLE, 

j  By  Rev  Ingram  Corbin,  M.  A  This  Beauti- 
Ifnl  Family  Bible,  will  be  published  in  twenty- 
|  five  Numbers,  at  25  cents  each,  and  will  also 
.  be  put  up  in  monthly  parts  at  50  cents. 
J  The  distinguishing  features  of  this  Bible  ar« 
!1.  Seven  hundred  Wood  Engravings, 

2.  Many  thousand  Marginal  Reference*. 

3.  Three  finely  executed  Steel  Maps. 
1 4.  Numerous  Improved  Readings. 

5.  A  Corrected  Chronological  Order. 

6.  The  Poetical  Books  in  Metrical  Form. 

7.  An  Exposition  of  each  Chapter,  containing 
the  essence  of  the  best  commentators,  with 
much  original  matter  by  the  Editor. 

8.  Reflections  drawn  from  the  subject  of  th« 
Chapter,  and  giving  in  a  condensed  form,  its 
spiritual  import. 

9  Dates  affixed  to  tie  Chapters  for  each  mor- 
ning and  evening1®  leading,  comprising  the 
whole  Bible  in  one  vear. 

The  engravings  are  never  introduced  for 
show,  but  always  to  explain  the  text,  illustra- 
ting places,  manners  and  customs  of  the  an- 
cients. 

A  specimen  Number  with  recommendations 
from  some  of  our  leading  divines?,  is  now  rea- 
dy. The  regular  issue  will  begin  about  the  1st 
of  July,  and  a  Number  will  be  published  oa 
the  first  and  fifteenth  of  each  month,  till  the 
book  is  complete. 

Agents  are  wanted  to  procure  subscribers 
for  this  work,  and  the  opportunity  is  a  most  fa- 
vorable one  for  them  to  do  well. 

It  will  be  one  of  the  most  beautiful,  compre- 
hensive Bibles  ever  published,  and  so  cheap  as 
to  place  it  within  the  reach  of  all. 

Apply  post-paid,  to  S.  HEUSTON, 

139  Nassau  st ,  New  York. 
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BLACKWOO'S  MAGAZINE, 

AND     THE 

BRITISH  QUARTERLY  REVIEWS. 

Owing  to  the  late  revolutions  and  counter- 
revolutions among  the  nations  of  Europe  which 
have  followed  each  other  in  such  quick  succes- 
sion, of  which  "the  end  is  not  yet,V  the  leading 
periodicals  of  Great,  Britain  have  become  in- 
vested with  a  degree  of  interest  hitherto  un- 
known. They  occupy  a  middle  ground  between 
the  hasty,  disjointed,  and  necessarily  imper- 
fect records  of  the  newspapers,  and  the  elabo- 
rate and  ponderous  treatises  to  be  furnished  by 
the  historian  at  a  future  day.  The  American 
Publishers,  therefore,  deem  it  proper  to  caU 
renewed  attention  to  thete  periodicals,  and  to 
the  very  low  prices  at  which  they  are  offend 
to  subsciihers.      The  folio  wine  is  their  list  :— 

THE  LONDON  QUARTERLY  REVIEW, 

THE  EDINBURGH  REVIEW. 

THE  NORTH  BRITISH  REVIEW. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  REVIEW,  and 
BLACKWOOD'S  EDINBURGHMAGAZINE. 

In  these  periodicals  are  contained  the  views 
moderately,  though  clearly  and  firmly  expres- 
sed, of  the  three  great  parties  in  England,— 
Tory,  Whi^  and   Radical-- 'Bkekwot>d"  &i4 
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the  '-London  Quarterly15  are  Tory;  the  "Edin- 
burgh Review1'  Whig;   and  the  t;  Westminster 
Jteview"  Liberal.  The  "North  British  Review" 
ewes  its  establishment  to  the  lest  great  ecclesi- 
astical movement  in  Scotland,  and  is  not  ultra 
in  ltd  views  en  any  of  the  grand   departments . 
of  human  knowledge;  it  was  originally  edited, 
by  Dr.  Chalmers,  and  now,  since   his  death.  Is 
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UNIVERSITY    OF  NEWYORK 

MEDICAL     DEPARTMENT. 


The  Faculty  of  the  New  York  University 
take  great  pleasure  in  'annoucc  ng,  that  they 
have  filled  the  two  vacant  Chairs  in  their  In- 
stitution, by  Gentlemen  of  pre-eminent  stand- 
ing in  their  respective  Departments. 

Doctor  Elisha  Bartlett,  Professor  o^ 
the  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  in  the 
Louisville  University,  and  Doctor  Samull  D. 
Gross,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University 
of  Louisville,  having  both  resigned  their  Pro- 
fessorships in  that  Institution,  have  been 
elected  to.  and  accepted,  the  one  the  chair  of 
Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  the  other 
the  chair  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of 
New  York. 

In  these  selections,  the  Faculty  have  look- 
ed only  at  the  great  and  permanent  interests 
of  their  School ;  and  they  feel  that  these  ap- 
point menrs,  whilst  they  must  secure  the  uni- 
versal acceptance  of  the  profession,  will  afford 
an  earnest  that  the  Institution  will  lose  noth- 
ing of  its  former  prosperity. 

SESSION     1850—51. 

The  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday, 
21st  day  of  October,  and  be  continued  under 
the  following  arrangement,  until  the  last  day 
of  February. 

"GR^VILLE  SHARPE  PATTISON,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  General,  Descriptive  and  Surgi- 
cal Anatomy. 

MARTYN  PAINE.  M.  D,,  Professor  of  Ma- 
teria Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

GUNNING  S.  BEDFORD,  M.  D.  Professor 
of  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and 
Children. 

JOHN  W.  DRAPER,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Chemistry  and  Physiology. 

ELISHA  BARTLETT,  M.  D.,    Professor  of 
the  Institutes  and   Practice   of  Medicine. 
I  SAMUEL  D.  GROSS,    M.  D.,    Professor  of 
Surgery. 

WM*  DARLING,  M  .D.,  DemoBstrator  of 
Anatomy. 


2d.— A  Medical  and  Surgical  Clinique  ev- 
ery Wednesday,  by  Professors  Bartlett  and 
Pattison. 

3d. — An  Obstetric  Clinique  under  the  charge 
of  Professor  Bedford.  The  most  interesting 
diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  will  be  pre 
sented  to  the  Class,  and  fully  lectured  on  by 
the  Professor.  The  Class  also,  will  have  an 
abundant  supply  of  Midwifery  cases,  to  be  at- 
tended at  the  houses  of  the  patients.  For  these 
Cliniques,  no  extra  charge  will  be  n;ade. 

(n  addition  to  these  means  of  studying  dis- 
ease, the  New  York  Hospital, — the  Bellevue 
Hospital, — the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary, — the 
various  Dispensaries  and  Infirmaries, — are  all 
accessible  fro  the  students. 

Oinical  instruction  is  given  every  day  at 
the  New  York  Hospital. 

The  Dissecting  Room  will  be  opened  on  the 
1st  day  of  October,  and  an  ample  supply  of 
the  material  furnished. 

Fee  for  the  full  course  of  Lectures  $105  ; — 
Matriculation  Fee  $5  ; — Practical  Anatomy 
S5t;  —  Graduation  Fee  $30. 

The  Summer  Commencement  will  take  place 
early  in  July,  and  the  Spring  Commencement 
early  in    March. 

Boaid  from  $2.50.  to  $3.00  per  week. 

Students  on  arriving  in  the  City,  will  please 
call  at  the  College  Building,  659  Broadway, 
and  enquire  for  the  Janitor,  Mr.  Pol  man,  who 
will  conduct  them  to  boarding  houses  near 
the  College. 

JOHN  W.  DRAPER,  M.    D. 
Secretary  of  the  Faculty,  380  Fourth  St« 


The  Faculty,  it  will  be  seen,  have  added 
the  department  of  Physiology  to  the  chair  of 
Chemistry;  and  Prof.  Draper  will  in  future, 
in  addition  to  his  regular  course  on  Chemist- 
ryi  give  two  evening  Lectures  on  Physiology. 
The  advantages  of  this  arrangement  must  be 
abvious  to  every  one.  The  Professor  of  Anat- 
omy will  also  deliver  an  additional  Lecture  in 
in  his  department,  at  an  evening  hour. 

In  order  to  afford  ample  opportunities  to 
their  pupils  of  studying  diseases  practically, 
the  Faculty  have  determined  to  organize  three 
weekly  Cliniques. 

1st. — A  Surgical  and  Medical  Clinique,  to 
be  held  every  Saturday,  by  Professor  Gross. 
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"THE  ILLUSTRATED  DOMESTIC  BIBLE, 

By  Rev  Ingram  Corbin,  M.  A  This  Beauti- 
fnl  Family  Bible,  will  be  published  in  twenty- 
live  Numbers,  at  25  cents  each,  and  will  also 
be  put  up  in  monthly  parts  at  50  cents 


BLACKWOOD'S    MAGAZINE, 

AND     THE 

BRITISH  QUARTERLY  REVIEWS. 

Owing  to  the  late  revolutions  and   counter* 
j  revolutions  among  the  nations  of  Europe  which 
have  followed  each  other  in  such  quick  succes- 
I  fdon,  of  which  "the  end  is  not  yet,"  the  leading 
periodicals  of  Great    Britain    have  become  in- 
vested with  a  degree  of  interest   hitherto   un- 
known. They  occupy  a  middle  ground  between 
[the  hasty,    disjointed,    and  necessarily  imper- 
I  feet  records  of  the  newspapers,  and  the  elabo- 
rate and  ponderous  treatises  to  be  furnished  by 
ithe  historian  at  a  future  day.    The  American 
j  Publishers,    therefore,    deem  it  proper  to   call 
[renewed. attention  to  the^e  periodicals,  and  to 
(the  very  low  prices  at  which  they  are  offered 
j  to  subscribers.      The  following  is  their  list : — 

THE  LONDON  QUARTERLY  REVIEW. 
I      THE  EDINBURGH  RKV1EW. 
THE  NORTH  BRITISH  REVIEW. 
THE  WESTMINSTER  REVIEW,  and 
BLACKWOOD'S  EDINBURGH  MAGAZINE. 

In  theee  periodicals  are  contained  the  views 
j  moderately,  though  clearly  and  firmly  expre»- 


The  distinguishing  features  of  this  Bible  are  i  Sed,  of  the  three  great   parties  in    England, 


1.  Seven  hundred  Wood  Engravings 

2.  Many  thousand  Marginal  References. 

3.  Three  finely  executed  Steel  Maps. 

4.  Numerous  Improved  Readings. 

5.  A  Corrected  Chronological  Order. 

6.  The  Poetical  Books  in  Metrical  Form. 

7.  An  Exposition  of  each  Chapter,  containing 
the  essence  of  the  best  commentators,  with 
much  original  matter  by  the  Editor. 

8.  Reflections  drawn  from  the  subject  of  the 
Chapter,  and  giving  in  a  condensed  form,  its 
spiritual  import. 

9  Dates  affixed  to  the  Chapters  for  each  mor- 
ning and  evening's  reading,  comprising  the 
whole  Bible  in  one  year. 

The  engravings  are  never  introduced  for 
show,  but  always  to  explain  the  text,  illustra- 
ting places,  manners  and  customs  of  the  an- 
cients. 

A  specimen  Number  with  recommendations 
from  some  of  our  leading  divines,  is  now  rea- 
dy. The  regular  issue  will  begin  about  the  1st 
of  July,  and  a  Number  will  be  published  on 
the  first  and  fifteenth  of  each  month,  till  the 
book  is  complete. 

Agents  are  wanted    to   procure   subscriber1-- 
for  this  work,  and  the  opportunity  is  a  most  fa- 
vorable one  for  them  to  do  well. 
j^J;  will  he  one  of  the  most  beautiful,- compre 
to  nlsfi  Bibles  ever  published,  and 


A  pply 


i  so  cheap  as 
within  the  reach  of  all. 

aid,  to  S.  HEUSTON, 

130  Nassau  et.,  New  York. 
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Tory,  Whig  and  Radical — '-Blaekwood"  and 
the  ''London  Quarterly"  are  Tory;  the  "Edin-  : 
burgh  Review"  Whig;  and  the  ''Westminster 
Review"  Liberal.  TLe  "North  British  Review" 
owes  its  establishment  to  the  last  great  ecclesi- 
astical movement  in  Scotland,  and  is  not  ultra 
in  its  views  on  any  of  the  grand  departments 
of  human  knowledge;  it  was  originally  edited 
by  Dr.  Chalmers,  and  now,  since  hisdeaflfc,  is 
conducted  by  his  son-in-law,  Dr.  Hanna,  asso- 
ciated with  Sir  David  Brewster.  Its  literary 
character  is  of  the  very  highest  order.  The 
"Westminster."  though  reprinted  under  that 
title  only,  is  published  in  England  under  the 
title  of  the  "Foreign  Quarterly  and  Westmin- 
ster," it  being  in  fact  a  union  of  the  two  Re- 
views formerly  published  and  reprinted  under 
seperate  titles.  It  has,  therefore  the  advantage 
by  this  combination,  of  uniting  in  one  work 
the  best  features  of  both  heretofore  issued. 

The  above  Periodicals  are  reprinted  in  New 
York,  immediacy  on  their  arrival  by  the  Bri- 
tish steamers,  in  a  beautiful  clear  type,  on  fine 
white  paper,  and  are  faithful  copies  of  the  ori- 
ginals, Blackwood's  Magazine  being  an  exact 
facsimile  of  the  Edinburgh  edition. 

Terms. 

For  any  one  of  the  Reviews, 

For  any  two,  do 

For  any  three.  do 

For  all  four  of  the  Reviews, 
For  Blackwood's  Magazine, 
For  Blick woods  and  3  Reviews.  (.)  0i>  " 
For  Bbickwoois  and  4  Reviews.  10.00  i: 
Payments  to  be  made  in  all  cases  i-f\  advanced 
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